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He roTroBbI 
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(Not) qualified 


Content over two things at once, Grip squeezed out of the 
humming kitchen. When they took dad away, adults stopped 
visiting them. And since mom skipped an expedition to stay at 
home for birthday, that would’ve been really sad if no one came 
around. But nope, guests kept pouring in, as if some floodgates 
had opened. So Grip paraded to his room with a wide smile, 
juggling trains of pleasant thoughts and opening lizard on the 
£0. 


Lizard came out of the blue, setting his linguistic school 
ablaze. English is who-knows-how-many centuries old, so Maria 
Stepanovna knows well how to teach that, but lizard? Until 
yesterday there was obscenely little course material to begin 
with. Dry exercises couldn’t quench Grip’s curiosity about the 
actually interesting stuff: what are they like, the lives of the first 
sapient extraterrestrials we’ve met? What do they think about? 
What do they live and breathe? It was weird to regurgitate 


(He) KBaJIH®@HIHpOBaHb! 


[pull BEICKOMB3HYI H3 TyfAlleH KyXHH BABOMHE JOBOJIBHBIM. 
Korya nally 3a6pasiv, K HUM pe3KO MepecTasH XO/IMTb B3POCIBIe. 
Mama Iponycruia dKciequiHi0, uToObI ObITh FOMa B eb 
POKTeHHA, H eCIH ObI HUKTO He pute, ObIIO ObI COBCeM 
TpyctHo. Ho Her, cIOBHO NpopBalo KaKoH-TO Oapbep, H TocTu 
BCe IIPHXOJMIM HW NpUxoyMH. Tak uTo I'pul WHpoKoO yrbIGarca 
IIPHATHEIM MBICIAM, WOKa Wes K ceOe B KOMHATY, HU OTKPbIBall 
110 NYTH AMepHHBIM. 


AUepHHBIM CBaMIMJICA Ha eTO JIMHTBUCTHYeECKY!0 IIKOJIy Kak 
cHer Ha ToulOBy. AHIMHMCKOMY HeBeCTb CKONIbKO BeEKOB Ye, 
emy yuHTb Mapua CrelaHoBya yMeula, a BOT MaTepHaJIoB 110 
ailepHHOMy JO BYepalHero JHA ObVIO MpOcTO HellpwIH4HO 
Maso. Cyxve ynpakKHeHHd H3 yueOHHKa He aBasiH OTBETOB Ha 
caMoe HHTepecHoe — KaKOBa OHA, )KH3Hb MepBbIX BCTPeYeHHBIX 
HaMH HOCHTelIeH BHe3eMHOTO pa3syMa? O 4eM OHH JyMaNwT, 
YeM OHH JKMBYT? BEI CTpaHHO WoNTopa roffa BBINMCbIBATb 


phrases like “[exist] [food], [I] [go]”, yet have zero idea as to what 
do these lizards eat, whether they obtain food from grocery 
stores and what are their shops and canteens like. Their alien 
daily life aside, the very concept of scribbling signs that people 
have incessantly praised him for, but no lizards would ever see, 
was a strange idea all in itself. Grip yearned for a lizard visiting 
Rosario one day, once they finally agree to leave their home 
planet, and at least nodding to him, like, “yeah, that is true, this 
is, indeed, our language, I do understand you, and yes, I do go 
grab some food once in a while’. 


So the “updates available” icon across the course was a surprise 
present to Grip, a New Year coming early. Just imagine — yester- 
day he heard recordings of lizards speaking! Though it turned 
out he doesn’t quite have what it takes to replicate those clicks 
and rattles, anatomically speaking. And no one was there for him 
to explain their fairly straightforward signs-to-speech mapping. 
But he had almost a day to let that little bummer fade, and today 
he had the second part of the treasure trove to indulge in. 


At last, first stories straight out of the lizardland, a breath 
of fresh air after all these soulless “{you] |sleep-not]”, “[ours| 
(go-?| [living place’]’ and “(I] [know] [aforementioned’], [you] 
{know-not] [aforementioned’]”. He swallowed them whole, 
one-by-one, starting from the ideologically correct: 


B JOMallHeH paOoTe ppa3bI Bpoye «|cymecTBoBaTs} [eqa’), 
[a] [MTH|» H IpH 3TOM COBepieHHO He MpeACTaBMATh, 4TO 
9TH AMepHUE! eNAT, MYT JM OHH 3a efOH B Mara3HH HM KaKHe 
Boole y HUX Mara3HHBl H cromoBble. [la Kyla TaM HX OBIT, camo 
HallMcaHHe 3aFaOUuHBLX 3HaKOB, 3a KOTOPEIe ETO XBaNIMJIH JOH, 
HO KOTOPbIX He YBHJMT HH OffHa AlepHila, yKe camo M10 ce6e 
ObLIO CTpaHHOH 3aTeeH. [pun oven XOTeN, YTOOLI OFHAKTBI 
AMepHUbI BCe-TAaKM COraCHMCb NOKHHYTb CBOIO IWaHeTY, 
UTOOEI OJHa H3 HHX IpHieTela K HUM Ha PosapHo, Mpounraza, 
YTO OH IHUMeT, H XOTb KHBHYJa ObI KaK-HHOyb. Mom: «fa, Bce 
TaK, 3TO H €CTb Halll ASHIK, 4 JeHCTBHTeIBHO Bac IOHMMal, H 3a 
e0H HHOTa XOKy». 


Tak 4TO 3Ha4OK «eCTb OOHOBEHHA» HalpPOTHB Kypca cTam BYepa 
uid puta HOKaHHBIM MosapKom. IlytTKa JIM, BYepa OH CAYMAN 
3aIlHcH C peublo aAljepuu! IIpaBya, U3faBaTb 9TH Wew4KH H 
TOTpeckuBanHua puny oKasalocb HeyeM aHaTOMMUeCKH, a 
OOBACHHTh HX HeXHTpyl0 CBA3b C IMCbMeHHOCTBIO eMy ellie 
HHKTO He ycilel. Ho 9TH pa3s0uapoBaHHA 3a J[eHb Cie 
NOJBbIBETPHTECA, H CeTO/HA OH COOMpalICA HacilaUTbCA BTOPOH 
YacTbIO ITOH COKPOBHINHHUBI. 


Vi BOT, MepBble HCTOPHH C WiaHeTI AMepHU, PIOTOK CBEKeTO 
BOSHyXa NOcMe BCeX 9THX Oe3/{yWIHbIX TPeHHPOBOYHELX <{THI| 
[(claTb-He]», «[HalM] [MqTH-1H?| pKuMue’|», u «(a| [3HATD] 
[BEIMeyNOMAHYTOe’}, [Th] [3HaTb-He] [BbIMeyNOMAHYyTOe |». OH 
TOTMoOWa HX OAHY 3a Apyroli, Ha ONHOM ABIXaHHH, HayHHad C 
JeONOTMYECKH BLIBEPeHHOH: 


exist] (living place-in] {ours’], 

exist] [down-in] [aforementioned’]. 

outside-in] {be-hot], [ours] [be-hot-not]. 

living place] [be-new], [exist-not] [food], 

exist] (up-in] [food], [ours] [be-wise-er] [sun-of], 
ours] [rejoice], [ours] [be-hot-notl. 

we] {be-tired], [we] [want] [eat’]. 

tails] [we-of] [be-tails] {we-of-not]. 

we] (be-proper), [exist-not] [food’, 

exist] (living place-in] {be-purpose] [we’, 
living place] [aforementioned] [be-purpose] (ours-of]. 


ours] (be-hot-not] [be-together] (living place-in), 
exist] (food’], [we] [sleep]. 


(suggested translation as provided in Federal methodological 
course on Epsilon Indi 3 language, second edition) 


We're at our new living place, the living place lies deep. 
It’s hot outside, but not where we are. 

The living place is deep and there’s nothing to eat here, 
all the food is up there. But we rejoice, 

we’re smarter than the sun, and we’re in the cold. 
We're tired, we’re hungry, our tails don’t feel like ours, 
but we've done a great job, we’re good with no food. 
We're in a useful living place, everyone benefits from it. 


We're together in a cold living place, we’ve got food, we sleep. 


cyIMecTBOBaTS] [PKHIHUe-B] [Hatin], 
CYIeCTBOBATS] [BHH3-B] [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOEe’). 
Hapyxy-8] |TropraHii], [Ham] [ropraHit-He). 
JKWIHIe] [HOBLIM)], [CyIeCTBOBaTb-He] {e7{a’, 
CYyIeCcTBOBaTS] [BBepxX-B] [e7a’], [Hamm] [Myyp-ee] [COMHI-al, 
Halltu] [JIMKOBaT5], [Halu] |TopxyHit-He). 

MBI] [ycTaBIUIHi], (MbI| [XOTeT] [ecTy’). 

XBOCTHI] [Halll] [XBOCT-OBbIe] [Halll-He]. 

MBI] [IIpaBHIbHBIH], (CyM[eCTBOBaTE-He] [e7a’), 
CYIMe€CTBOBATS] [KHIHUe-B] [TOTe3HBIH] [MEI’, 
KWIMIE] [BLIMeYMOMAHYTOE] [oMe3HBIM] [HaqIv-x). 


Halltu] (ropr4Hi-He] [COBMeCTHBIM] [KUTHIMe-B), 
cyllecTBoBaTS] [eyfa’|, [MBI] [clas]. 


(ipeyaraembIi nepeBog, DemepambHoe MeTosMYeCKOoe MOcobue 
10 H3Y4eHHW A3bIKa ITCHIOH Mum 3, BTopasd pewakiHs): 


MBI B HOBOM JKHIIMINE, IKAMMINe rry60KO. 

CHapyxu rops#4o, y Hac — He rops40. 

Hopa HoBas, B Hope Heyero ecTS, 

ela BCA CBEPXY, HO MBI JIMKyeM, 

MBI YMHee COJHIIa H MBI B XOOJIe. 

MBI ycTaBllHe, MbI TONOJHbIe, XBOCTHI Halllv OyATO YyKHE, 
HO MbI — MOJIODIIBI, MBI JJOBOJIBHBI U 6e3 e7BI, 

MBI B TO/1e3HOM KHJIMINe, BCeM OT JKMJIMIa TONIb3a. 


MBI BMECTE, MBI B XOJOJHOH Hope, MBI C e/{0H, MBI CIM. 


.. snacking on a fairly understandable koan: 


legs] [be-wise-of] [be-strong-not), 
brain] [be-wise-of] [be-strong]. 

be-wise] [know] [angles’), 

be-wise] [know] [purpose’}. 

be-wise] [know] [interesting’], 

be-wise] [be-purpose-er] [be-strong-of”]. 
hold] (be-wise’], [see] [be-wise-of’], 
want] [be-wise’], [ours] [be-wise]. 


(suggested translation from the same source) 


Legs of the wise are weak, 

brain of the wise is strong. 

The wise knows the angles, 

the wise knows what to do, 

the wise knows a lot of interesting things, 

the wise is more useful than the strong. 

The wise is taken care of, the wise is listened to, 
others want to be wise, others are wise. 


.. 3KYCHIBAA JOBOIbHO MOHATHOH IpuTyent: 


Maltbl] [My{p-0Tro] (CHIBHEIH-He], 

MO3I] [MyJ{p-Oro] [CHIBHBIM). 

My/{pbIit] [3HaTS] [yruET’, 

My/{pbIit] [3HaTB] [11071b3a’}. 

My/{pbIit] [3HaTH] [MHTepecHoe’), 

My/{pbIit] [ome3H-ee] [CHIbH-OF0’]. 
TepxkaTp] (Myqppih’], [BueTs] [Mypp-oro’], 
XOTeTS] [MYJ{PBIH’ |, [HaltH] [My/{pbIH). 


(pefylaraeMbI MepeBod, TOT Ke HCTOUHHK) 


JIattbI Myfporo cma6ul, 

MO3I MyPOro CHJIeH. 

Mygpbli 3HaeT yTriI5l, 

MY/IpBIH 3HaeT, UTO JeNaTs, 

MY/IPBIH 3Ha€T MHOLO HHTepecHoro, 
MYAPBIM WowesHe CHIBHBIX. 

Mysporo 6eperyt, Myfporo curymaior, 
MY/PBIM XOTAT OBIT, MY [PIM ABIAIOTCA. 


.. and, one by one, worked all the way through to the finishing 


story. A fairly dubious one: 


exist] (up-in] [outside-in] [living place-of] [I’). 
Tj [hold] {food’], [exist] [food’). 
ours] {sleep} [down-in|, [I] [sleep-not). 


ours] (sleep-not), [ours] (know-not), 
ours] (think) [hold’] [danger’). 

Ij [see] [down-in] [ours’], 

I] [know] (exist-not’] (danger’). 


exist] [down-in] [I’], 

exist] [down-in| [food’]. 

I] [rejoice], [ours] [rejoice]. 

aforementioned] [be-proper|, [I] [be-proper]. 


(suggested translation from the same source) 


I’m outside, above the living place. 
I’ve got the food, it’s here. 
They sleep down there without me. 


They woke up, they don’t know what’s happening, 
they think they’re in danger. 
I know they’re not. 


I’m back with the food, 
I rejoice, we all rejoice. 
This is proper, Iam proper. 


.. H TAK, TEKCT 3a TEKCTOM, OOpanca 
NO JecepTa H3 NOCMeAHETO, JOBObHO COMHMTEIBHOTO: 


cyllecTBOBaT}] [BBepx-B] [HapyKy-B] DRWTMM-a] [9’). 
al] [WepKaTE] [e7a’], [cyecTBoBaTE] [e7a’]. 
Halu] [cath] [BHH3-Bl, [4] [ClaTb-Hel. 


Halu] |cnaTb-Hel, [Hall] (3HaTb-He], 

Halltu] [[yMats] [}epyKaTs | [OMacHOCcTS ’). 
a] [BET] [BHH3-B] (HaltH’], 
a] [3HaTb] [cyIecTBOBaTb-He’| [oMacHocTH’). 


CYIMeCTBOBATS] [BHH3-B] [1’], 
CYINeCTBOBATS] [BHH3-B] [e71a’). 

a| (JMMKOBaTS], |HaltH] [THKOBAaTS). 
BbIMeYNOMAHYTOE] [IpaBHIbHBIM). |] [paBYIbHBIi). 


(MpefylaraeMbIi MepeBod, TOT Ke HCTOUHHK) 


I CHapyKH, Ha 3eMJle Hay] KHIMINeM. 
Evia Y MeHA, 4 ee Depry. 
OHH CHAT BHH3Y, 4 He CIO. 


OHH BHH3y IpOCHYJIMCh, e/{bI HET, 
OHH JyMator, 4TO HM IpO3HT OMacHOCTE. 
Al 3Hai0, UTO 9TO HE TaK. 


I BepHyJica c eqn. 
SI MKY10, MBI BCe JIMKyeM. 
ITO IpaBHJIbHO, 4 WpaBHIbHElH. 


“You're not good, you’re shady,” Grip mumbled and touched 
the last sign accidentally. The dictionary pop-up has obligingly 
informed him, that this sign should be translated as “proper”. 
All while Grip could swear it always meant “good”, at least in the 
first edition. 


Maybe once he learns what has been refined since, the overall 
meaning would become clear. Or maybe not. It’s not like chang- 
ing “good” to “proper” has clarified much. 


Grip had zero doubt these texts were fairy tales, bits of lizard 
wisdom told to young lizards by adult lizards in order to teach 
them how to lizard. 


So, when Wednesday class came around, and excited Maria 
Stepanovna has announced they’re supposed to write a short 
story in return (“I'll pick the best ones and send them by special 
comms. The best ones among all planets will then be read by 
actual lizards!”), Grip knew exactly what to enrich the alien 
culture back with: a fairy tale of his own people. 


— MYTHBIii TI KaKoH-To, a He XopomMu, — mpobopmotan pun 
H CyYaHHO sae NOCHE THM 3HaK. 

CioBapHad ciipaBKa YCIYKIMBO NpoHHhopMuposalia ero, UTO 

9TOT 3HaK CllefyeT MepeBOAHTb KaK «IpaBHIbHbIi». A [pu 

TOTOB ObUI MOKIACTHCA, YTO PaHbllle OH BCer ya NepeBOAMICA KaK 

«XOPOMMHM», 0 KpalHel Mepe B epBo peqakIHH. 


MoxeT, Koryja OH IpoliferT Bce, YTO Tellepb YTOUHHIM, OOM 
CMBICI CTaHeT Oouee NOHATeH. A MOKeT M HeT. Beyb 3aMeHa 
«XOPOMHH» Ha «IpaBHIbHbIM» ACHOCTH He IpHOaByANa. 


[pul HH Kalli He COMHEBAJICA, UTO ITH TEKCTbI — He 4TO HHOE, 
KaK SAepHHble CKa3KH, KPYNHUbI MYypocTH, WocpeycTBoM 
KOTOPBIX B3POCIIble AMEPHUBI MOYYAIOT MOMOAHAK. 


Tak 4TO, Kora B cpeyy BOOLyMeBIeHHad Mapua CTelaHoBHa 
OObABHIa, YTO Telepb HM Halo HaNHcaTb MCTOPHNO B OTBET («A 
BbIOepy CaMble JVUMIMe H OTHpAaBMIO cHelcBa3bI0! A y4He co 
BCeX IaHeT JalyT IpOunTaTb HacTOAMHM AlepHyam!»), 

[pH TOUHO 3Hal, YeM OTBETHO OOOraTHTb KYJIBTYpy HHOMMAaHe- 
TAH: CKa3KOH CBOero Haposia. 


The golden egg" 


One old woman and old man 

had a multicolored hen. 

And an egg was once laid by the hen, 
Not a regular one, but a golden one. 


The old man smashed the egg, to no avail. 

The old woman crushed the egg, to no avail. 

But a mouse running by, with one wave of its tail, 
Made the egg fall down and break. 


The old man and old woman have wailed, 
Till the hen clucked for tears to be saved, 
For another egg soon will be laid, 

Not a golden one, but a regular one. 


Cramming the older-than-space-travel action-packed source 
material into the confines of a language fundamentally unfit 
for expressing transitions, time, and pretty much every single 
involved human concept took hours of toiling, compromising 
and creativity. But Grip persisted and ended up re-reading this: 


lauthor’s translation loosely follows Yummucxuii K. J], Co6panne coumnenni. T. 6. 
— 1949, c. 43 


3omoToe su4KO! 


Kuru ce6e rey na 6a6a, 

Vi Opiia y HAX KypouKa ps6a. 
CHecyla Kypouka AHYKO: 
AMUYKO He Ipocroe, 30710T0e. 


len Ou-6un, He pasOun; 

ba6a Ousia-6uma, He pasOuuia. 

Mbiiitka 6eKasla, XBOCTHKOM MaxHy/la: 
SM4KO yao H pas6un0cb. 


Jen 4 6a6a nauyT; Kypouka kyfaxuer: 
«He 1laub, Jey], He Wiaub, 6a6a. 

A CHecy BaM AMYKO Dpyroe, 

He 300To0e, a IpocToe.» 


U{peBHun, Kak CaMa KOCMOHABTHKa, OCTPOCIOKETHEIM HCXOJHEIM 
MaTepHall HHKaK He Jle3 B PaMKH A3BIKa, KaTeTOpHuecku 
HEMOMXOMAMETO [A BLIPAKeHHA CMH COCTOAHMM HU TeYeHHA 
BPeMeHH, a TakKKe JIHIMeHHOTO IIPHMepHo BCeX 3ajleHCTBOBaH- 
HBIX YeMOBEYeCKUX KOHWenNHH. Ho [pun ynopcrBoBas, H, Yacbl 
cTapaHH, KOMMpOMHCCOB H KpeaTHBHOCTH CIyCcTA, cue 
TlepeuHTEIBalI BOT UTO: 


lmrupyerca lo Ymuckun K. J]. Co6panve counnennit. T. 6. — 1949, c. 43 


hold] {animal’ {be-purpose|, 
aforementioned] [go] [hold] [food’). 
inside-in] [object-of] [purpose-of-not’] |tradition-of-not’. 


be-old] [hold] {object’|, [object] (be-open-not]. [be-proper-notl]. 


animal] [be-second] [go], 

aforementioned] [be-small] [be-purpose-not). 
tail] {animal-of] (gol, 

object] [go] down’), 

exist] (down-in| [object’), 

object] [be-open|. [be-proper-notl]. 


animal] [be-purpose] [know] [be-proper’), 
animal] [be-purpose] [show] [be-proper’). 
aforementioned] [go] [hold] {food’) 

inside-in] [object-of] [purpose-of] (tradition-of]. 


And, to proactively dispel any possible doubts about the immense 
didactic and entertainment value of this timeless classic to his 
human culture, Grip topped it off with a closing remark of his 
own: 


(be-olds] [show] [aforementioned’|, 
[be-news] [know] [rejoice]. 


be-old-er] [hold] [object’), [object] [be-open-not]. [be-proper-not). 


epKaTb] [KUBOTHOE ’} [TOesHBIM], 
BbIMeYHOMAHYTOEe] [HATH] [epxKaTE] [e7a’). 
BHYTpb-B] [1pey{Mer-a] [0b3-bI-He’] [TpayHIH-H-He’ |. 
cTapbii] [}epKaTs] 
I1paBHIbHbIH-He]. 


CTap-IHi] [epKaTs] [MpeyMer’ |, [IpezMert] [OTKPbITEIH-He]. 
I1paBHIbHBIH-He]. 


Tpegmer’}, [1peqMer] [OTKpbITEIH-He]. 


JKUBOTHOE] [BTOpoui] [HATH], 
BbIMeYNOMAHYTOEe] |MasbIi] [oye 3HEIH-He]. 
XBOCT] [KHBOTH-OFO] [HATH], 

TpeyiMer] [HATH] [BHH3’, 

cyleCTBOBATS] [BHH3-B] [IpeqMer’}, 
TpejMerT] [OTKPbITHIH]. [IpaBHbHBIH-He). 


JKUBOTHOE] |Toe3HBI] [SHAT] [paBHIbHBIN’), 
JKUBOTHOE] |Toe3HBIH] [OKa3bIBaTB] [T]PaBMJIbHbIH ). 
BbIMeYHOMAHYTOE] [HATH] (JepoKaTs] [e71a’} 

BHYTpb-B] [1pey{Mer-a] [Mob3-bI] [TpayMIH-H). 


Hy H, YTOOBI OKOHYATEIIBHO pasBeATb BCe BO3MO)KHBIe COMHEHHA 
B HelpenOKHOH MMjaKTHUeCKH-pasBileKaTeIbHOH  IeHHO- 
CTH 9TOFO MeyeBpa Ha BCe BpeMeHa [A ero YeMOBedeCKOH 
KyNBTYypHI, pul JOBepmIH OT cebs: 


[cTapble] [10Ka3bIBaTS] [BbIIMeyMOMAHYTOE |, 
[HOBBIe] [3HAaTB] [MKOBATB]. 


Turns out, Grip’s classmates didn’t quite share his dedication, 
wrote about themselves first and foremost, for some reason, 
and, in general, were sloppier about the assignment. Most of his 
friends admitted they hadn’t read the new texts yet. 


Maria Stepanovna was outright puzzled by Grip’s choice, but she 
just stated, with great restraint, that she sees no mistakes. 


Saturday was rather forgettable, and so was the first half of 
Sunday. And then they came for him. 


Silina Vasilyevna heard the knocking, opened the door and 
instinctively froze in place. And so did Grip, once he stumbled 
out of the room. Adam Ashotovich was framed by two tall guys 
in black uniform. The uniform Grip saw only once before: 
the morning they came for dad. This time they weren’t alone, 
though, but rather posed as an ominous background for the 
simultaneously worried and joyous Sinitsyn. 


His eyes met Grip’s, and he exhaled with relief: 

“Grip Avdotievich? Stavropolskiy?” 

Grip nodded back. 

“Sinitsyn, Adam Ashotovich. We’ve got an important, urgent job 
for you. Can we come in?” 


It was as sudden as... him being so down to earth? The last time 
Grip saw the head of the planet was the centennial solidarity 
of the workers demonstration. He was giving a speech from 


OmHoKaccHHKH T'pyma, Kak BBIACHHJIOCb, efO PBeHHeM He 
oOmaylamu, HalMcayH CBO COWHHeHMA CIYCTA pyKaBa, 4, 
TOYeMY-TO, IpeHMYIecTBeHHO 0 CeGe. BOsIIMHCTBO H3 ero 
Upy3el IpHsHasHcb, YTO AWePHHBIX CKa30K elie He UATAIIM. 


Maputo CreaHosny BEIOop I'pHiia OTKPOBeHHO YAMBU, HO OHA 
JMMb CKa3asia Kpaltue cep KaHHO, YTO OMHOOK He BHAT. 


Cy660Ta HHYeM 3allOMHHAIOWHMCA He OTMeTHJIAaCh, Kak U 
TlepBad NOOBHHAa BOCKpeceHbA. Ioxa 3a [pHnom He IpHuwIH. 


B yBepb Mocryyamu. CaimHa BacwIbepHa OTKpPbUIa H HeIpous- 
BOJbHO 3aMepiia, 3aMep H BbIO@KaBIIMA B IpHxoKyto I'pun. 3a 
TuleyamMu Ajjama AMOTOBHYAa BEICHIMCh ABOe B YePHOH Pope, 
KoTopy!0 [pHa Bue TOMBKO OfHAKEI: B TO YTpO, Korga 
Boe TaKHX Ke MOMOJYHKOB, HHYeTO He OOBACHAA, 3a0panu 
OTIa. ONHAKO B TOT pa3 OHH ObIIH 3N0BeLUM, HO POHOM fA 
O6eCHOKOeHHOTO, HB TO Ke BpeMA pagocTHoro CHHHUBIHA. 


OH BCTpeTHIICa B3r47{0M Cc !punoM u OOMeryeHHO CIpocHN: 

—T pun Apfotbesny? CraBponobcKHit? 

pul KMBHYJI. 

— Cunnupin, Afam Amortosuy. Y Hac K TeOe CpouHoe Hi BaykKHOe 
emo. Mp 3ayjem? 


ITO ObUIO CTO Ke HEOKMJAHHO, KaK H... ETO YeNOBEYHOCTS. 
B mpommpi pas pH Buse 3aBefylolero WaHeTOH Ha 
pa3-B-CTO-eTHeEH JJEMOHCTpalHH CONMJapHOCTH TPyAAWAXcA. 


the steps of the administration building, detailing Federation’s 
achievements of the previous century, a well-formed, captivat- 
ing, exalted speech. And there he was, awkwardly turning into 
the kitchen, like a regular person who stopped by for a cup of 
tea, slightly uncomfortable because he’s never been here before. 
Wait, they haven’t left their phones. Dad always insisted that the 
kitchen is for food and talking only. Anyway, it was clearly an 
inappropriate moment to bring up the unusual house rule. 


Adam Ashotovich sat down, Silina took a seat to the side of him. 
The chair across was, obviously, Grip’s. The pair in black weren’t 
quite tying the room together— a thought that probably crossed 
Sinitsyn’s head as well, as he immediately sent them away. The 
intimidation levels went down considerably. 


“So, Grip, they say you’re interested in lizards and know their 
language well.” 

“Not so well...” 

“Oh, cut the modesty,” comrade Sinitsyn smiled wider. “Wanna 
go to Epsilon Indi 3? But you need to depart right away.” 

“What? Yeah, maybe,” Grip replied, dumbfounded. 

“For how long?” Silina inquired. 

“That’s no simple question,” Adam Ashotovich went serious. 
“Depends. Ifit falls apart, you'll be back in three days. If it pans 
out, you'll become our ambassador.” 

That hasn’t dispelled Silina’s concern in the slightest. 

“At most?” she intoned. 

“One year at most,” assured Sinitsyn. “What are they, animals? 


Torjla OH TOMKa CO CTyMeHeK a/MMHUCTpallMu peyb O TOM, 
KaK MHOTOro 7OOuNach Mepepallua 3a WOCMeHUM BeK, Peub 
IIpaBHIbHYy!0, 3aXBaTHIBalOM[y!0, BO3BBIMeHHyI0. A celuac 
HeJIOBKO CBOpayHBayl Ha KYXHIO KaK OOBIYHEIM 4esIOBeX, 
BlepBble 3allleqiMH Ha Yai K MaJIO3HaKOMBIM J0qaM. He 
OcTaBHB Temedouos. [ata Bcerga HacTaHBall, YTO KyXHA — 
TONbKO JIA eb H OOmMeHHA. Ho ceyac ABHO ObIIO HeyMecTHO 
OOBACHATS TOCTAM HEOOLIYHOE CTPOroe NpaBM0 3TOTO OMA. 


Ajjam AMOTOBHY cer 3a cTom, CutMHa ceyla c6oKy. Mecto Hampo- 
THB HeT0 ABHO IpesHasHayanocs I'puny. /[Boe B YepHOM B OOcTa- 
HOBKY BIHCBIBaJIHCb IVIOXO— KAKETCH, 00 3TOM JKe NOPyMall H 
3aBeyIOWMMH, TYT Ke OTOCMABMIMH UX NOPOKLaTb CHapyKU. A 
MOXET ObITH 3aXOTeN H3OaBHTBCA OT HEH KHOLO yCTpallarouyjero 
abdexra. 


—T pull, roBopst, 4TO THI AlepHyaMu HHTepecyellIbcA, A3bIK HX 
XOPOIMO 3HaelLIIb. 

— He Tak yx H Xopouuo... 

— Xopomio, He npHOesHAca, — pactbUICA B yIbIOKe TOBAPHI 
CHHHIbIH. — XOYeINb WOeTeTb K HMM Ha JUcHIOH Muu 3? 
Ho JleTeTb Halo IpaMmo ceHyac. 

— ro? JJa, HaBepHoe, — ollapalleHHo oTseTu pun. 

— Hajomro? — yrounwia CuHHa. 

—9TO CIOKHEIH BOIpoc, — MocepbesHen Afam AlMoTOBHY — 
Kak notyer. IInoxo feno OymeT — JHA Yepe3 TP BepHem. 
Xopollo MoHjeT — MOCIOM Y HUX CTAaHeLIb. 

Yen, Hajfo cKa3aTb, NepexKHBaHHa CWIMHBI He pa3BedI. 


They should understand that human kids are better off growing 
among humans. And we sure understand you shouldn't fall 
behind your studies, so you'll be tutored while you're there, 
individually.” 

The kitchen went silent. 


“Uh... but why me?” 

“Ah! Right! Because of that essay of yours,” the head of the 
planet started squirming, sifted through his pockets and 
produced a tiny slip of paper. “Read, I don’t know a single lizard 
word, y’know.” 

“We don’t understand’. ‘That is interesting’,” Grip translated 
effortlessly. “Is that their answer? Are you sure that means 
they liked it?”. 

“As I understood it, they just went ‘good’ or ‘bad’ on all the 
others. And yours was the only one to earn such a detailed 
review. Congratulations, you’ve managed to somehow pique 
their interest.” 

“You mean, my essay was selected? Out of all the others?.. And 
I’m the one to fly there?” Grip asked, full of doubt to the brim. 

“Yes,” Sinitsyn stated plainly. 

Grip wasn’t buying any of this. 


“And... what am I supposed to do there?” 

“Establish contacts with lizards. Inter-, uh, inter-civilizational 
relationships on all levels, y'know, between kids as well.” 

“That’s interesting. We don’t understand,” Grip remixed. 

“Neither do I, to be honest,” the head of the planet went down to 


— A MaKCHMyM? — HajjaByia OHA. 

—MakcumyM ofMH Tox, — yBepHi CHHHUBIH. — Yai, 
AMepHUbI TOKe JOM, MOHMMaIOT, HeOOCb, YTO eTAM 
y ceOa pacTH Hajo. HW msl NOHMMaeM, 4TO B y4ebe Tebe 
OTCTABaTb HeIb34, IOITOMY TaM C TOOOH OyAyT 3aHHMaTECA 
HHJMBHyasIbHO. 

BowjapHWiocb ModaHHe. 


— A... Mowemy 4? 

—A! V3-3a couMHeHHA TBOeTO, — 3acyeTHJICd 3aBeqyWMHH, 
TOpbIcKayl 10 KapMaHaM H Iperpasw [puny MayleHbKy10 
6yMaxKKy. — UvTait, 4-TO CaM I10-AMepHHOMY HH CIIOBa. 

— «HaM HelOHATHO». «STO HHTepecHo», — 6e3 Tpyya NepeBel 
T'pum — 3TO oTBeT? A BbI YBepeHEI, YTO 3TO 3Ha4HT, TO HM 
TOHPaBHJIOCch? 

—S TaK OHA, 4TO OHH Ha BCe IPHCaHHble COUMHeHHA 
OTBeYAMM OHOCTOKHO: WH60 «xOpomlo», mH60 «mI0xo». 
TOKO Ha TBOe aM Ooee pasBepHYTHIM oTBeT. Io3qpaB- 
JIA10, 3AMHTePeCOBal ThI MX, 3Ha4HT, YeM-TO. 

—To ecTb, Moe couHHeHHe BEIOpaH? M3 Bcex-Bcex?.. M money 
a? — c GOJBIIMM COMHeHHeM JOMbITEIBaNca I'pun. 

— ]Ja, — mpoctTo oTBeTHI CHHMOBIH. 

Tpuily B 3TO He BepHJIOCb. 


— VX... uTo 4 Tam Oypy FenaTb? 

—HalaxupaTb cBA3H C AljepHiamu. YcTaHaBluBaTb M@xK— 
9... M@KIMBHIM3aIlMOHHEIe OTHOMWeHHA Ha BCeX YPOBHAX, 
3Ha4HT, B TOM YHCIe MEXKAy TeThMH. 


earth again. “I know next-to-nothing, just like you. My job is to 
send you to Arkadia. Secrets, intelligence services, all that stuff, 
so, y’know, you’d have to keep quiet until it gets declassified.” 

“Intelligence services?” Grip repeated. 

“Ts it dangerous?” Silina asked. 

“Not at all,” Sinitsyn started reassuring her, “of course it’s safe, 
everything's by the book, adults would be within reach at all 
times, and he can return anytime he wants. Just, y’know, no 
synchronous communication, naturally.” 

That was no summer camp voucher, but Silina didn’t look overly 

worried. If anything, she looked distanced. 


“And, excuse me, how am I supposed to establish contacts,” Grip 
asked, “when I can read and write, but not speak? 

“Well... they rattle and click, don’t they? Of course you can’t. And 
if someone can, they'll teach you.” 

In the middle of this phrase, Silina stood up and left the kitchen. 


“And what are we supposed to talk about?” 

“I told you, I don’t know! They'll probably explain that on 
Arkadia, if you agree to go. Or maybe later, once you’re there. 
Aren’t you curious to ask them all about how they live?” 

“Of course Iam. I read what they wrote, and it’s not very clear.” 

“And there you go, go ask them directly. Or maybe not just ask, 
but see for yourself” 

“Alone?” 

“Of course not, why would we let you go alone?” 

“No, Imean... Will I be the only child?” 


— 9ITO HHTepecHo, MHe HelOHATHO, — NepenHayu I'pun. 

— Ja MHe, YecTHO CKa3aTb, TOXKe, — OAT Mpopesalacb B 
3aBeNYIOWeM lpeeybHad YesOBeyHOCTb. — s HM CaM-TO He 
3Hal0 HM4YETO MOUTH. MI OTBEYAIO TONbKO 3a TO, YTOOLI Ha 
Apkagmio Te6a focTaBuTs. TalfHa 3TO Bce MOKa, pa3BeyKa, 
TaK 4TO, CMH IOHMMaeTe, IPHeTCA MOMAIKHBAaTB, H0Ka 3TO 
BCe He pacceKperar. 

— PasBeqka? — mepecipocua I'pun. 

— 9TO onacHo? — cipocvaa CHIMHa. 

— HMB Koem cyly4ae, — paccbilasica B yBepeHuax CHHHILIH, — 
KOHEYHO 6e30TacHO, BCe 10 HOPMaM Oe30nacHocTyH, 10671H30- 
CTH BCerpa GYAYT B3POCIbIe, B T0G0H MOMeHT MOKHO 6yseT 
BePHYTBCA. EMMHCTBEHHOe TO, CAM MOHMMaeTe, CHHXPOH- 
HOH CBa3H C HUM He OyjeT. 

ITO BaM He IlyTeBKa B JIeTHHH Mareph, HO CHJIMHa H He BbIT Agena 

yepecuyp oGecnokoeHHoH. OTcTpaHeHHOH, cKopee. 


— A, IpocTuTe, Kak MHe yCTaHaBIMBaTb C HAMH OTHOMeHHA? — 
cupocua [pun — A wHTaTb HM NMCcaTb yMel0, a rOBOpHTb — 
HET... 

— Tak 970... OHH Ke TpelaT H WeKatoT? ACHO, 4TO He yMeellIb. 
A eCJIM KTO yMeeT, Tak H TeOs Hay4Ht. 

Tocpegu 3Tow ppa3sbi CwHMHa BCTalla H3-3a CTOMa H BRIM. 


— A... 0 YM MHe C HHMH TOBOpHTb? 

— Ke TOBOpl, 4 He 3Hat0! ITO, AyMalo, TeOe Ha ApKayMu 
paccKaKyT, ecu cormacumbca. Mm Tam ye, Ha Mecte. TeGe 
pa3Be He HHTepecHo HX pacclpocutTs, KaK OHH )KUBYT? 


“Ah. No, there will be two of you. You, from the Federation, and 
another one, from the Fist.” 

“Fist?” 

“Yes,” Sinitsyn confirmed. “It’s a joint mission.” 


Grip took a pause, yet it wasn’t the fists he was thinking about: 

“And they’ve picked me? Out of the entire Federation?” 

“Oh, here we go again,” Adam Ashotovich complained quietly. 
“When I need a handful of people, it’s ‘glad to serve’. But every 
time I need just one, it’s always ‘why me?’... Yes, correct. Yours 
was the one selected from Rosario, then they picked several, 
read them to the lizards, and lizards found yours interesting.” 

“The most interesting one? But not the best one?” 

“Maybe sometimes it’s more important to be interesting? Besides, 
ifyou need to pick just one, but there were several ‘good’, how to 
pick the best one?” 

While the argument held merit, he clearly came up with it on the 

spot, revealing he didn’t know much about the selection process. 

“We'll keep your little trip secret for a while-” he resumed, but 
got interrupted by Silina’s voice from another room: 

“Grip!” 


They both went to Grip’s room. Silina stood across the bed with 

a bag on it. 

“Oh that’s nice, you’ve packed the bag already!”  Sinitsyn 
remarked with admiration and backed out of the room. “Tref, 
Kornoukhov, come’ere!”. 

“Mom, are you sure?” 


—Wutepecuo, KoneuHo. 4 4HTAal0, YTO MHIMYT, a MOHATHO He 
OUeHB. 

—Hy BOT, BOT THI HM cipocumb. IloleTHIIb, TaK He TOJIbKO 
cHpocuutb. CaM, HaBepHoe, YBHAMIIB. 

— A OMA 9TO FenaTs 6yAy? 

— ]la HeT Ke, KTO XK TeOA OMHOTO NYCTHT. 

— Her, B cMbicye... EJMHCTBeHHbIM peOeHOK? 

— A, HeT, He OHH, Bac OyfeT ABOe. TEI OT PesepalHH uU elle 
OMA OyfeT OT KyaKOB. 

— OT KymlaKOB? 

— Ja, — nlogTBepyun Cunuupin. — CoBMecTHad MHCCHA. 


T pum nomosam. JJyMayi OH, KaK OKa3ay10Cb, BOBCE He 0 KyylaKax: 

—V or Bceli Pepepalun BEIOpanH Meus OMHOTO? 

—BorT nloyemy Bcergja Tak, — THXO MoKanoBacd CHHMUBIH, 
— KOIja HYKHO HECKOJIBKO, TaK «pajibI CTapaTbCa», a Kak 
OHH, TaK HawHHaertca: «a Mouemy A»... Jla, Bce Tak. OT 
Po3apHo BbIOpamH TBOe, IOTOM H3 BCeX BbIOpPaIH HeCKOMBKO, 
aM IpOuTaTb AlepHyaM, H BOT, TBOe HM IMOKa3aJlOCcb 
MHTepeCHEIM. 

— CaMbIM HHTepecHbIM? Ho He y4HM? 

—MoxerT BakHee, 4TOObI OBVIO HHTepecHoe, YeM XOpomtee? 
TloToM, ec Hao BbIOpaTb OHOTO, a «<XOPOMO» OTBETHIN 
HeCKOJIBKHM, KaK 3 HHX BbIOMpaTb? 

Ajjam AIMOTOBHY ABHO He 3Hall, KaK IpOXOAHI puHaN oTOopa, 4 

IIPHAYMBIBaJI Ha XO/Ly. 

—MbI 10Ka HAKoMy He OyfeM ToBOpHTs, Kya TEI OTHpa—, — 
CHOBa Hadall 3aBeAYIOWHH, HO eo IpepBall rouoc CHMHBI H3 


“They say Federation needs you there,” Silina replied, crouching, 
“And you’ve always said you want to know how lizards live.” 

“That’s right...” Grip couldn’t put a finger on why he’s objecting. 

“I also worry about you, Grip. Just write me, and if something 
happens, go back right—” 

The pair in black have entered the room, making Silina go quiet 

and hug Grip instinctively. 


The men started doing something strange: one began to unfold 
Grip’s clothes, while the taller one hovered above and took 
pictures of them. 

“Nothing but clothes here!” the shorter one said without stopping 
for amoment. “Grip, do you need anything else?” 

Grip pondered for a while. 

“A phone?” 

“They'll hand you one just like yours,” Adam Ashotovich brushed 
it off, “Think bigger, you can order anything, And if you don’t 
come up with something now — worry not, you still got time to 
think.” 

“Two shots”, Grip said unexpectedly. 

Everybody stopped to give him prolonged looks. 

“Two cylindrical glass... small glasses. Not tapered, ideally, 
empty on the inside—’, he started gesturing. 

“Nah, I get it, I-” Sinitsyn asked, pulling the phone out. “What 
for?” 

“That’s a secret,” Grip was pleased with himself. Ill explain 
later.” 

“Whatever you say, y’know,” the head of the planet replied from 


KOMHATHI. 
—Tpum! 


Ou 06a BCTAaH HM pom B KoMHaTy I'puna. Cumuua cToaa 
HallpOTHB KPOBaTH, Ha KPOBAaTH JIeKasla CyMKa. 
—O kak Xopolio, BBI yKe H CyMKY coOpamu! — BOcxXHTHIICA 


CHHHIBIH HM HalpaBHsica ObpaTHo, — Tped, KopHoyxos, 
JjaBaliTe copa! 

— Mam, THI yBepeHa? — cipocu put. 

—OHM TOBOpAT, TH HyKeH DeyepaluH Tam, — mpuceya 


pagom Cumua. — UV Thi Ke Bcerffa XOTeM y3HaTb, KaK KHBYT 
alle pHIBI. 

— Bee Tak... — He chOpMyJIMpoBal Bo3paxKeHua pun. 

— A Toe 3a Te6A NepexuBato, I'pum. Ilan; ecru uTO, TyT Ke 
BO3Bpalljalica— 

B KOMHATY, MeperOBapHBasAch, 3allIM Boe B YepHOM, HM CHIMHa 

3aMoJyalla, HeNpOH3BOJIbHO Mpwxasia puna kK ce6e. 


My X4HHBI HaualiH JelaTb 4TO-TO CTpaHHoe: OHH packabIBall 

Bel OOpaTHO 10 KpoBaTH, BTOPOH HaBHcall Hay] HUM H C pasHBlx 

pakypcos ux boTorpaduposal. 

— TYT TOKO of exKTa! — 3adBHJI B Ipolecce TOT, YTO NOHWKe. 
— Te6e elle uTo-HuGy/b Hapo, pum? 

T pum Zyma. 

— Tenedou? 

—Tenedou TeGe TaM BbIfaflyT Takol %Ke, — OTMaXHYJICa 
CHHMIbIH. — Moxelllb 3aKa3aTb YTO yrOsHO. A He IpHayMa- 
ellb UTO — He Gea, elle eCTb BpeMA MOAYMaTE. 


behind the phone. “You'll have these shots, no problem.” 


The guys in black packed the clothes back and headed out. 

“We'll be there,” said the shorter one. 

“We'll wait outside,” Sinitsyn confirmed. “Catch up, Grip’. 

“Take the bag,” Grip noticed the bag on the bed. 

“Nah, we're sending you through special comms’, Adam 
Ashotovich paused on his way out to shake his head. “We'll 
print everything on the other end.” 

Silina’s jolt of decisiveness was, seemingly, running out. Grip 

hugged her as hard as he could, she kissed him, and he dashed 

out. After all, if they say he can come back anytime, they mean 
it. 


He almost caught up with Adam Ashotovich at the front door. 
The two in black were waiting and chatting nearby. Grip 
managed to overhear “...always were an idealist, Prostov, and 
you still are’, before they suddenly started looking awfully busy 
and went to open a black car. The young one rode shotgun, 
the older, taller one, sat at the back, as Sinitsyn took the wheel. 
Grip sat diagonally across him and inspected the interior. He’s 
never been inside a car, not counting the expedition rover, of 
course. The car started moving. Now Grip was staring at his 
oh-so-familiar town from a totally new perspective. 


“Congrats, kiddo! Joining the military at such a young age!” the 
closer one suddenly said without a trace of irony. 

“Uh-huh, the guy’s in fifth grade and got two jobs already, what's 
not to love,” his mate in the front replied bitterly. 


— [Be p1oMku, — Bypyr cKasan I'pu. 

Bce OCTaHOBHJIMCh H MOCMOTpelH Ha Hero. 

— ][Be TakHe I\WIMHAPHueCKHe CTEKIAHHBIe MITYKU. Jlyamte 6e3 
cKoca, NYCTble BHYTpH—, — HayaJI WOKa3sbiBaTb OH NayiblaMu 
B BO3/IYXe. 

— A 3Hal-, — OTBeTHA CHHHIBIH, AOCTaBat Teme@ou. — A... 
Tede 3a4eM? 

— CekpeT, — JOBOubHO 3asBHI pun. — IloTom pacckary. 

— He, Kak CKavKelllb... — cKa3ali 43-3a Tee@oua 3aBeLyIOWMMH. 
— cylemaem Te6e pIOMKH. 


TlapHu B YepHOM CIOKWIM OLeEKTy OOpaTHo u HallpaBHIHch K 

ypBepy. 

— MBI 1odijem, — cKa3all TOT, YTO NOHWKe. 

— MBI cHapyxH ToyoxKqemM, — IposovKun CuHuibH. — I'pun, 
HaTOHHLIb. 


—CyMKy BO3bMHTe, — cka3ai TpHl, 3aMeTHB CYMKY Ha 
KpoBaTH. 
—Mbi TeOa cilelcBa3b10 OTHpaBideM, — OCTaHOBHJICA 


IOMOTATb TomoBoK Ayam AmoTopuy. — PactleyaTaem Tebe 
TaM BCe TaKOe Ke, — H CKPBUICA. 
TIpHCTY pelWHTeMbHOCTH, KMKeTCA, OcTaBIA CunMHy. [pun 
OOHMI ee KpelIKO-KpellKO, OHA MOeOBasa ero H OH NOMYAIICA 
3a CHHMUMHEIM. Ec TOBOpsT, YTO B J0O0H MOMeHT MOXKHO 
BePHYTBCA, 3HAYHT TaK OHO H eCTE. 


On HarHam AjjaMa AINOTOBHYa MOUTH Ha KpbUIbUe, Te Ka 
WM pasroBapHBaH jBoe B YepHOM. Tp yciel ycybIMaTb 


“Military?” Grip got confused. 

“Reconnaissance of new planets, especially ones with sentient life, 
falls under intelligence services,” Sinitsyn confirmed, focused on 
driving. “And that'd be military. But you'll be more of a diplomat 
there, than an agent.” 

“Or three jobs,” the one at the front has interjected. 

“Oh, Kornoukhov, tell me you haven’t dreamt of being an agent 
when you were a kid,” Tref launched an attack on him. 

“T haven't,” Kornoukhov countered. 

“Oh, come on,” the head of the planet suddenly sided with Tref. 
“Everybody wants to.” 

“T didn’t even know it was an option,” Kornoukhov doubled down. 

“Su-ure, now you'll be telling us you’ve never ever heard of Fist 
spies”, Tref sneered. 

“Of course I had, but that’s spies,” backed off Kornoukhov. 

“Ohyeah, their spies are nothing like our agents,” Tref continued. 

“OK, calm down,” Kornoukhov cheered up unexpectedly. “You 
got me, that was stupid. But they sure forgot to tell me I can 
enlist at 10.” 

“And how do you envision that? A field trip? Where to? The 
Palace of Reconnaissance?” Tref pried. 

“It occurs to me, now the four of us know how it looks like,” Grip 
interjected. 

“You're right,” Kornoukhov admitted from the front seat. 

“You pack some style, Grip,” Tref praised him cryptically. 


Sinitsyn kept quiet and focused on driving onto the square. 
He left the car right in front of the stairs, the stairs he’d been 


«HealHcTOM ThI ObUI, IIpocros, HyeamHCTOM H OCTaIICA», a 
3aTeM OHH 3acoOMpasHcb HM CTasIM OTKPBIBATb YePHEIH AaBTOMO- 
Ob. Monofol Napexs B YepHOM IOHWKe cell Blepes, KOTOPLIH 
TocTapile H MOBbIMe — Ha3aq, CHHMIBIH cel 3a pyib. pun 
cel OT Hero 10 AMaroHaNH HM CTasl paslMAPbIBaTb calou. OH 
HMKOTa He e3[M Ha aBTOMOOMIIe, CIM He CHHTATb, KOHEUHO, 
SKCHeWMIMOHHBIM Besyexoy. Malina tTpouymacb. Tenepb 
[pum .KaqHO paccMaTpHBall CBOM TaKOH 3HaKOMBIM ropoy c 
COBePIMeHHO HOBO JWId ced MepcileKTHBEI. 


—Tlo3qpaBiiaio, Mayiou, TaKOH MOMOOH, a yKe BOCHHEIM! — 
BAPYT CKa3ai 6€30 BCAKOM MOPeBKH eFo cocey. 

— Ara, lapeHb B IIATOM Kylacce, a y Hero ;Ke Be paoorHl, BOT 
paflocTH-TO, — KHCIIO CBIPOHH3HpoBal Cc MepesHero CHeHHA 
eTO HallapHUK. 

— BoeHHsbIi? — pactepayca pun. 

— Uccileqopaue HOBEIX IWIaHeT, Ja elle H C pasyMHOMH YKH3HBIO, 
HaXOJMTCA B KOMMETeHIIMH pa3sBeqKH, — MOLTBepyuA 
COCpeHOTOUeHHEIM Ha AOpore CHHHUBIH. — A pasBeqKa — 
93TO BOeHHEIe. Ho THI TaM Oypelllb CKOpee Kak JMIVIOMAT, 4eM 
Kak pa3BeqdHK. 

— Vim Tpy paborsl — JOHeCIOCb ONATE C Hepes{Hero CHeHHA. 

— Oi, Kak 6yfTO TH, KopHoyxon, He XoTe B JeTCTBe CTaTb 
pa3Beq4HKOM? — B3BHIICA Tped. 

— He xorem, — 3actopu KopHoyxos. 

— OH la Bpelllb, — BApyr 3aHAT cTopoHy Tpeda 3aBenyIoMuH. 
— Bce xorar. 

—J]a 4 B IKONe M 3HaTb He 3Hall, UTO eCTb TaKad OMA, — 


addressing the crowd from two years ago. All four of them ran 
up the stairs, entered the hall and immediately followed the 
head of the planet left, through some unremarkable door and 
onto the underside of the administration. It was dark, narrow, 
and in the brief half a minute Grip had to jump over quite a few 
weird hoses running across. 


And then they abruptly ended up in a bright room, where they’ve 

been awaited by some bored-looking woman. 

“At last! I’ve been waiting— So, you? How much do you weigh? 
Thirty kilos?” 

As soon as Grip approached her, she looked closely and uncere- 

moniously into his left eye. 

“Don’t just stand like this, lay down over there, I'll be quick. 
Gonna finish with you and leave...” 

The woman hid behind another door. Sinitsyn has nodded 

reassuringly. Grip was still squirming, settling on a sofa, and 

she already returned to inject something into his arm. Grip 

immediately froze up. She once again looked into his unblinking 

eye, muttering: 

“Worry not. Lights out, in a blink of an eye, here you go, yeah, 
and now you're no longer my...” 


C YABOeHHOH CHOH CTasl OTCTaHBaTb CBOW IMO3HIHI0 
KOpHOyxXos. 

— Ara, H IIpO WMHOHOB-Ky1aKOB HHYELO He CIbIXal, — CbA3BHI 
Tped. 

— CIblasl, KOHeuHO. Tak TO WIMHOHEI, — cTa caBaTb KopHo- 
YXOB. 

— 0 Ala, HX-TO INMMOHEI, TO K He Halla pasBeyKa, — IpO/OJDKHI 
Tped. 

— Oi, yumucs, — pasBecemusica Bapyr KopHoyxos. — Corma- 
CeH, IMYMOCTb AMM. A BOT TO, YTO MOKHO B JeCATh IeT B 
pasBeyKy IOHTH, ITO MH TOUHO 3aObUIH paccKazaTe. 

—WV kak Th ceOe 9TO MpeycraBraelth? IKCKypCHA BCeM 
KjlaccoM? Kya? Bo 7Bopell pasBeqKH? — MI0OONBITCTBOBaN 
Tped. 

— CyjaeTcs MHe, MBI BCe YeTBepo Telepb 3HaeM, KaK 9TO BBITIA- 
OMT, — BKIMHMIICA Ip. 

— A THI IpaB, — Ipu3Has chepeqH KopHoyxos. 

— Jla y Te6a, I'pun, cruib, — HeNOHATHO BEIpasHca Tped. 


CHHMIBIH COcpeyOTO“eHHO MONYa. OHH yKe BbesKaIH Ha 
TWoMay. OH Opocw MalIMHy MpAMO Wepey, TeMH caMBIMH 
CTYMeHBKAMH ajIMHHHCTpalHH, C KOTOPBIX YHTal Ty peyb 
yea Toya Ha3zayl. Bce YeTBepo B3b@KaJIH 10 HUM BBepX, 3allIH 
BHYTPb B XOJUI H TYT Ke CBEPHY/JIH 3a 3aBILIaHETHI KY/\a-TO BIIeBO, 
B KaKY10-TO HeIIPHMeTHY!0 [[Bepb, IIpAMO B H3HaHKY a/MHHH- 
CTpaljHH, Tye OBVIO TeMHO, y3KO, H 3a HeONITHe NOJMHHYTH, 
T10Ka OHH TaM WW, pun AawKe HeCKOAbKO pa3 MepellpbIrHBall 
yepe3 KaKHe-TO, KaKeTCA, IWIAHIH, IperpaxyaBlive emy MyTb. 


Bue3allHO OHH OKa3aJIHCb B MaJICHBKOM APKOH KOMHATKe, Ife HX 

OKMAaMach CKYYarOMerO BUA KEHNA. 

—Hy Hakouell, a 4 KAY, TH 3HayHT? CKOJIbKO BeCHIIb, 
KWIOrpaMM TpHANaTb? 

T'pHil Wooley K KeHWMHe, OHa TYT Ke GeclepeMOHHO 3arvia- 

Hyjla eMy B Ila3. 

— Ipoxogu, 1OKMcb Ha KyMeTKy, 4 ceHyac. C TOOK 3aKOHYy 
NOMA... 

DKeHIHHa CKPUIACh elle 38 OMHOM ABepb10, CHHHIILIH O700ps- 

role KHMBHYyN. He ycmem Ipul MNocyWHO JIeub Ha y3Kyt0 

KyWeTKY, KaK OHA He TOAbKO BepHyNacb CO IMMNPHIeM, HO H 

BKOJIONA COfepyKHMOe eMy B pyKy. [pull TyT x%Ke ocToNGeHeN, 

a OHa elle pa3 3ariaHylla eMy B Ke HeCHOCOOHBIM MOprHyTb 

11a3, MpHroBapHBas: 

— He nepexupal. Cettuac TeOa BEIPYOUT, MOPrHYTs He ycieeliih, 
BOT Tak, a Tellepb ThI OOMbIMe He MOS... 


(Not) allied 


Grip had a headache and didn’t want to wake up. When he gave 

up, moved and opened his eyes, he saw some creep towering 

aside. 

“Get up, agent!” somebody cheered out loud. “Your first hop is 
over, Grip, so, from now on, you’ve got nothing to fear.” 

Somebody other than the looming gloomy man, as his lips weren’t 

moving. He was, though. He approached Grip, looked him in the 

eye and stated: 

“Shot you up with some garbage, eh. Does your head hurt? Get 
up, stand on one leg.” 


Grip shoved the blanket aside and immediately curled up from 
the chill. His body didn’t follow through the movements the right 
way, and there was some unfamiliar lightness to his body. He 
sat up, shivering, noticed the second man by the door, stood up 
clumsily, stretched his arms out and lifted one leg. 

“You're gonna be alright. Gonna hurt for a while, yeah, but that'll 


(He) A pyKHbI 


T'pul He XOTeM MpocbIMaTLcs, Gosesa TonOBa. OH BCe XKe 3allleBe- 
JMJICA, OTKPBUI T1a3a HW YBHJeN KyTKOBATy!0 hUTypy, CTOALY10 
MOOfaIb. 

—BcrapaH, paspequHK! — mposByyaio Ha BCI KOMHAaTY 
paylocTHoe IpHBetcrBue. — IepemetT mepenec, Teneps, pun, 
TeOe HH4YEFO He CTpalllHo. 

Het, XMYpbIi JeTHHA PTOM He IeBelH, — TOBOPHI He OH. OH 

TeM BpeMeHeM IIpHOMMsHIICH, 3armaHyn [puny Bras H 3aqBMI: 

—Kakoi-To ApaHb0 TeOa TaM Hakayanu. Tonoga GomuT? 
BcTaBaH, NOCTOM Ha OHO Hore. 


[pul OTKHHYI ofeao HM pe3KO cTamo xomoyHo. Teno ero 
TWIOXO CilyMaocb H ObIO KaKOe-TO OYeHb HelpPHBEIUHOe 
YYBCTBO JIeTKOCTH. ExKacb, OH CeJI Ha KPOBATH, 3aMeTHII BTOpOro 
yesOBeKa, KAyWero y ABepH, HeyKIOKe BCTAM, pasBell PYKH B 
CTOPOHHI HW IPHMOAHAN ONY HOTY. 

— Hopmambuo sce 6yzer. To6onur, 7a nporiper. 


subside.” 


Grip sat back and wrapped himself in a blanket. One thing that 

did not subside was the awkward lightness. 

“So, eh, you’re one healthy young fella, not sick at all, I got 
almost nothing to fix about you,” the gloomy man spoke to Grip 
rapidly. “Strengthened the bones, cleaned the teeth, extracted 
the stones, just the standard stuff: You won't notice a thing. Stay 
healthy.” the man turned to the door. “That’s it, he’s yours,” 
and left without further ado. 

There was something odd about his gait. 


“Glad to meet you, Grip Avdotievich, and welcome to Arkadia!” 
Grip stopped following the leaving man and turned his attention 
to the other one: young, tall guy, similar gait. 

“I'm gonna be your boss. Name’s Dmytro Ivanovich. Dmytro 
Ivanovich Derevyashko,” he introduced himself in a friendly 
tone and sat down next to Grip. 

“Hello.” 

Grip averted his eyes to inspect this ridiculously cold suit of his. 

No threads, no seams — expensive, printed. 

“That'd be your work suit, as understand. It’s hot on Epsilon Indi 
3, so you'll wear this. Hang in there, we'll try on a few more.” 

Grip followed his gesture with his eyes. The night stand featured 

Grip’s well-worn bag, stacks of clothes and four glass shots. 

Dmytro Ivanovich handed him another suit, a heavier, much 

denser one, with a transparent full-face hood. 

“Here, grab that suit— nah, on top of this one, you’re gonna wear 


[pull ces H 3aKyTaJICa B Ofed10. CrpaHHoe 4YBCTBO JIeTKOCTH He 

IIpOxojMIIO. 

— 3HaUMT TAK, TbI y HaC MONOFOU, 30poBLIM, He OomeellIb, 1 
TeOe NOUTH HHYEFO H He MpaBwl, — TOPOIWIMBO IposOIDKUI, 
oOpalljaich K Hey, XMypbIM Tu. — CTaHfapTHBIM Hadop: 
KOCTH YCHIWI, 3yObI MOWHCTHI, KAaMHH BBIHYJI, BOT 3TO BCE. 
TbI HHKaKOH pa3HHIbI He 3aMeTHIIb, — u OOepHysCcA K 
aBepu. — Bee, OH Ball. 

Bpocun I'puny HatocmeyoK «He Goulet H Jasibille» u, He MemIKas, 

yulen. C 1OXO{KOH y Hero 4TO-TO ObIO CTpaHHoe. 


— Pay no3HakomuTsca, [pun ABAOTHEBHY, H OOPo NOKaOBaTb 
Ha Apkayui0! 

[pH NpOBOAMI MepBoro B3IIAjOM M Hava paccMaTPHBAaTb 

BTOPOTO: BEICOKOTO MOOAOFO MapHA C TaKOH We WOXOAKOH. 

— Oyy TBOMM HavaIbHHKOM. 3BaTb Mens JIMuTpo MBaHo- 
Buy. Jimutpo Mpanosny Jlepesamko, — qo6poxkenatTenbHo 
Ipe/CTaBHJIcd NapeHs, CayjACcb PAZOM. 

— 3ypaBcrBylite. 

[pul paccMaTpHBall pyKaB CBOeFO CTOMb Oe3yMHO XOMOHOTO 

KocTioMa. He HHTOK, HH WBOB He OBO BHHO — oporo, 

neyaTaHbli. 

— 3TO TBO pabouHit KOcTIOM, Nomyaaetca. Ha Incuon Mugu 3 
KapKO, paoorarTs 6ypellb B Hem. [loTepmu, celtuac MBI CTOGOK 
elle HECKOJIBKO IpHMepHM. 

[pull IpOBOAM B3TA{0M ero KecT. Ha TyMOouKe JeKasa ero 

ToTepTad cyMKa, KaKas-To ellje OfeKja B HECKOIbKO CTONOK 

M CTOANIM ueTEIpe ploMKH. mMuTpo MBaHosuy nopan [puny 


one over another. Now walk around, squat — is it alright? Too 
tight, maybe?” 

He noticed Grip’s clumsiness and went on with: 

“Yeah, our gravity’s lower, so you'll be a superman for a while. 
Don't get too used to it though, the lizards have it closer to 
yours.” 

Grip found nothing to complain about, and didn’t know where to 

look for. 

“Great! Your next one would be printed a size smaller then. OK, 
cut it, put on your stuff,” he said, as he started to unpack the bag. 

“And this one is?” Grip asked, pointing at a tidy stack of blue 
fabric, and started to change into his regular clothes. Clothes 
very similar to his regular clothes. 

“Dress uniform,” Derevyashko replied. “You can skip that one. 
Everybody has it, but it’s not really needed. Come back for the 
award ceremony, then you'll make use of it.” 

“What’s this, huh?” Grip found a small plastic bag and put it 
against the light. The bag looked empty. 

“Kidney stones,” Derevyashko found that funny. “Printed 
separately. Means your water ain’t that great over there.” 

“What for?” Grip was puzzled. There were, indeed, small specks 
in the corner of the bag. 

“Like, they're part of you. We’re supposed to hand them to you. 
Makes no sense to print them inside your kidneys.” 

“No, why spend energy and print them at all?” 

“Oh, the Federation sure hasn’t gone broke on them micrograms. 
I mean, you can barely see them,” Dmytro Ivanovich reasoned. 


elle OHH KOMOHHE30H, HO 3aMeTHO IVIOTHee H C MpospayHbIM 

cllepe7H KallOW0HOM, 3aKPbIBalOLHM CiepeyH BCe MIO. 

— Jlepxu cBol cKadaHap— fla HafeBali IpaM MoBepx, TeGe ero 
TOBepX HOcHTB. IloxogM, Nonpuceszal — Besple yOOHO, Hurye 
He )KMeT? 

YJIOBHB HEJIOBKOCTb ABWKeHHH I'pulla, OH CTaJI pasbACHUTS: 

—Tpaputalua y Hac TYT MeHbIe, a. Tak 4uTo nobysellb 
HeMHOFO CyMepM9HOM. CHIbHO He IIpHBbIKal, TaM, y 
AMepul, OMATS OyeT MOUTH Kak TBOM IIPHBEIHAA. 

[pull HapekaHun K cKadaHypy He Halen. He 3Hau, rye HCKaTb. 

— Hy uw ormmuno. Crenylouyuit Te6e Toryja Ha pasMep MOMeHBIIe 
cyjemaroT. Bce, tepeye3zaii B CBOe, — Hi CTaJI JOCTaBaTb OFOKTY 
43 CYMKH. 

—A 93Ta? — yxa3am [pull Ha POBHO COKeHHYIO CTOMKY H3 
CHHeH TKaHH HM Hava MepeoyeBaTbca B CBOIO OOBIUHYI0 
oFexKTy. Ofexya 4 mpapya Oba Kak ero. 

—Tlapayuaa bopma, — oTBeTum JlepeBalltko. — MOxKellIb JaKe 
He IpHMepats. KaxKqOMy MoOKeHa, HO 0 CYTH He HYKHA. 
IIpucara, rmaBHoe, He NomoKeHa, a dopMa —- BCe PaBHO 
TooxKeHa. Ha3ay, BepHeLIbca, HarpaxKyeHHe Oyser, Torga 
IpHroyuTca. 

—A9 To 410? — Halen pHi MaJleHBKH MakeTHK H NOCMOTpel 
Ha HeTO Ha MpocseT, NOTOMY YTO TaKeTHK Ka3aJicd NYCTLIM. 

— KaMuy v3 love, — pasBecemuica Jepesaliko. — paciieya- 
TaHHble OTMeNbHO. Bola y Bac, 3Ha4HT, Tak ce6e. 

—3auem? — HejoymMeBan Ipun. B yriy WakeTHuka H IpaBya 
HalWIMCb WeCuHHEM. 


“And what am I supposed to do with them?” 
perplexed. 
“Tl dispose of that,” Derevyashko smiled and took the bag away. 


Grip stayed 


Grip grabbed a phone, a new one, not a scratch on it, and found 
himself looking at the news for a minute. Life was much more 
intense over here, everything was unusually vivid, and it seemed 
like there were more convents, gatherings and meetings every 
hour than Rosario had in a month. Dmytro Ivanovich waited 
patiently, clearly interested in the four shots. When Grip was 
about to put the phone down, he’s gestured to hand it over, 
opened the contact list and handed the phone back. All the 
contacts were greyed out, but the topmost one: “Derevyashko 
Dmytro Ivanovich’. 

“Here's mine, just in case. Go on, tellmom you’re fine.” 

There was no “call” button across her entry, so Grip sent a 
message: “Hopped fine, stones are no longer in the kidneys, 
congratulate me on my first boss.” 


Derevyashko smiled supportively and almost proceeded to ask 
about the shots, but Grip carefully approached the window, drew 
the curtains open, effortlessly pulled himself up the windowsill 
and took a look outside. 


Almost every single thing looked oddly unfamiliar. It was 
snowing — a concept Grip was familiar with, in theory. The 
houses stretched upwards, the street below was brightly lit and 
full of people walking, gliding, moving around... Were he at the 
very top or a couple of floors below, the view could be worthy 


— Tula, 4acTb Te6s. IlouoxKeHO BbIaTh. He WeyaTaTb Ke HX Tee 
B OUKax. 

— 3a4eM HX BOOOIe MeyaTaTh, IHepr0 TpaTuTb? — He ycioKa- 
wBaJica put. 

— 04, He pasopuaach Oegepaliud Ha STHX MUKpOrpamMax. Mx 
dKe H He BUHO NouTH, — paccyzu AmutTpo Msanosny. 

—MV To Mue C HAMA JeaTb? — poyoupKal HeqoyMeBaTb 
pum. 

— Al BLIKHHY, — yiblOaicb, 3a6pal WaKeTHK JlepeBalKo. 


Cneqyiomun I'pun B31 Teredou — HOBbIH, 6e3 apallHHKu — 4 
Ha MHHYTy 3aCMOTpesICd Ha HOBOCTH. JKH3Hb TYT Ova KIIOUOM, 
BCe OBUIO KAKHM-TO HEIPHBbIMHO APKUM, H, KMKETCA, 3a Wac TYT 
IIpOHCXofMN0 Gombe COOpoR, CMeTOB H BCTpey, YeM Ha Po3sapHo 
3a Mecall. JImuTpo WpaHoBny TepllerHBo Kal, HO ABHO XOTeII 
TepeHTH K CTOAIMHM Ha CTONe YeTHIPeM pioMKam. Korga pu 
coOpayicd OTIOKUTH TeeoH, OH MOMPOCHI Temepou IKeCTOM, 
OTKPBUI CIHCOK KOHTaKTOB H BepHY/ YCTpOHcTBO oOpaTHo. 
Bce KOHTaKTHI Tellepb ObIIM CepbIMH, KpoMe ojHoro. HaBepxy 
KpacoBaslacb cTpoKa «JlepesamKo [mMuTpo MBanosny». 

— Bor Mod, ecu uTo. Halli Mame 4TO, AOeTe HOPMaIbHO. 
KHONKH «103BOHUTb» HallpoTHB MaMBI He OBUIO, 4 [pun oTMpa- 
BHI coobujeHue: «JlomeTes HOPMaJIBHO, KAMHH YoKe He B MOUKaX, 
1103/]paBb MeHA C MepBbIM HavaIbHHKOM». 


TlepeBaliko OarocKIOHHO yiblOasIcd H yKe MPHrOTOBHIICA 
TlepeHTH K piOMKaM, HO [pHi OcTOpOKHO NOfoMel K OKHY, 
pasBHHYI WTOPHI, H BEITAHY HapyRy, erKO NOLTAHYBIIMCB 


of a New Year card. From here though, neither the skyline nor 
the people looked their best. The second time in... no idea how 
much time Grip remembered the solidarity day from the two 
years ago. Maybe, viewed from above, solidarity day was the 
same. Except that there people were moving in an organized 
way, and here they... just scattered around. 


“Is today some kind of holiday?” 

“What?” Derevyashko also approached the window. “No, it’s 
always like this here. Don’t be shy, ask questions, it’s OK that 
you're a bit disoriented.” 

“Why is everyone walking their kids then?” 


Now it was Dmytro Ivanovich who was disoriented. He clearly 
didn’t understand the question at first, then went deep into 
thinking, then started formulating the answer. Meanwhile, Grip 
realized one of the teens isn’t gliding on the road itself, but 
rather hovering on some board of sorts. His eyes followed her as 
she was getting away. 


“Well, here’s the thing, Grip,” Derevyashko began. “You’re from a 
mining planet, aren’t you?” 

“Yeah, Iam,” Grip agreed with that unusual, but apt description. 

“So, yours is a frontier planet, a less comfortable one, and you all 
work hard for the Federation’s common good. And the profes- 
sions are more menial, I mean, I don’t mean like you’re mining 
uranium with a pickaxe there, I mean, fixing machinery, hauling 
said uranium, cooking food, washing streets...” 

Grip was nodding along, even though he didn’t know what 


M TIOBHCHYB Ha MOJOKOHHHEE. 


CHapyKH HeMpHBEIYHBIM OBO pHMepHO Bce. Tam Ie 
cHer — konwenuHa, [putty TeopetwueckH 3Hakomag. BBepx 
IIPOCTHpaJIMcb BEICOKHe JOMa, ya CHU3y TOpeya OHAMH, a 
110 Hei WWI, CKONb3HIM, MepeMelaHcb BO BCe CTOPOHE! JOH, 
THOM, JuO7M... byjb OH HaBepxy WIM Ha Mapy sTaKel HWKe, 
BH, OUI ObI HOBOTOMHe-OTKPEITOYHBIM, a TaK HW WaHoOpaMbl 
Topoffa He BBIMNIO, H Moe ObWIO paccMaTpuBaTb HeyOOHO. 
BTopou pas 3a... HEIOHATHO CKOIbKO BpeMeHH [pull BCHOMHHI 
TeHb COMfapHOCTH Ba Toya Ha3say. HaBepHoe, cBepxy OH 
BBITALeI MOXOKe. TOKO TaM BCe WIM BMECTE, a TYT KaK-TO... 
BpaccbINHyt0. 


— CerogjHa KaKOH-TO Npa3qHUuK? 

—Urto? — JJepessliKo Toe nofomen K oKHy. — Hert, TyT 
Bceryja Tak. TbI He CTeCHAHCA, 3ayjaBalt BOIPOCsI, 9TO 
HOPMAaJIbHO, UTO ThI HEMHOLO e30PHeHTHPOBaH. 

—A Tloyemy Toryja Bce c JeTbMH? 


Hactynuia ovepenb JlepeBalikn ObITb Je30pHeHTHPOBaHHbIM. 
OH cllepBa BONpOC He MOHAN, MOTOM KpelKO 3aj{yMasIca, MOTOM 
dopmy posal oTBeT. [pH TeM BpeMeHeM OCO3HAII, YTO OHA 
3 MOJ{POCTKOB He CKONb3HT 10 Popore, a eTHT Ha KaKOli-TO 
IITYKOBHHE Haji 3eMyeH, H YBIEYeHHO IpOBOKaM ee BSTIAOM. 


—TYT BOT Kakad wiTyka, [pun, — Haya oTBer JlepesamKo — 
TBI Ke y Hac C WaxTepcKOH WaHeTEI? 
— Hy, qa, — cormacuJicd c HeIPHBEIYHEIM, HO TOUHBIM OMHCa- 


“pickaxe” meant and no one washed their streets. But dad used 
to fix robots, so that ringed true. 
“And here it’s different, almost no factories around, we don’t 
really produce tangible stuff: Not much to do around here with 
your hands. People are rather, y’know, scientists, civil servants, 
writers, engineers, creative folk. No shifts, no brigades, six 
hours workday whenever they like it the most, for example, 
three hours in the morning and three in the evening.” 
“That sounds unfair,” Grip was rather hostile about the idea. 
“And the rest is usually spent with kids, to rest,” Dmytro 
Ivanovich wrapped it up and prepared to argue. 
“To rest? With kids?” Grip mocked him. 
“Oh, as a supervisor to a couple dozens of kids, I do understand 
your scepticism,” Derevyashko smiled wide. “Let’s not make 
it about myself though, I don’t work for six hours either. See, 
when you aren’t working with your hands, your rest is markedly 
different. Say, you're sitting late in the office, scrambling to 
find a billion extra nails in Omega for six hours straight, when 
you've got thirty billion ones extra, all in some other systems. If 
I force you to stay for two more hours, these nails aren’t gonna 
materialize themselves, unless you come up with something 
unconventional. But, on the other hand, if I let you go now, 
you'll gonna think about them on your commute, at home 
during the dinner, or worse, the nails are gonna haunt you at 
night. Now, this is something kids are great at helping with.” 


Having somewhat clarified the grand total of one difference 
between their planets, Grip returned to the night stand and 


He I'pui. 

—IIaHeTa Balla NepeyjoBas, MeHee OOycTpoeHHas, BEI B 
TDKENEIX YCIOBHAX TPYAUTecb TaM Ha Olaro Mepepanun. U 
TIpodeccuu y Bac TaM B OCHOBHOM Takue, YTO JIM padoTaior 
pykamu. § He B CMBICIIe€, 4YTO KaWIOM ypaH JOOBIBaIOT, B 
CMBICHI€, MalHHBI YHHAT, ypaH BOAT, ey TOTOBAT, YIMUBI 
MONT... 

[pull KHBall, XOTA COBa «Kali» He 3Hall, H yIIMII y HAX He MBIJIH. 

Ho mata poOoTos YHA, 3TO la. 

—A 3]JeCb y Hac He Tak, H 3aBOJ{OB TOJIKOM HET, MBI MaTepHalib- 
HOTO He NpOH3BO2uM. PykKaMH JlesaTb He OCOO0 ecTb 4erO. 
TyT Bce OouIbIle, 3Haellb, yYeHEIe, YHHOBHUKU, MMCaTeIH, 
HHKeHEPbI, TAaKOM Hapoj... TROPYecKuH. CMeH HM Opuray y 
HHX HeT, H paOoTaloT OHH 0 MecTb yacoB KOrfa yAOOHeH, 
HallpHMep, YTPOM TpH H BeyepoM TPH. 

— 3BY4HT HecipaBe2IHBO, — BOCIIPHHAI Helo B WITEIKH I'pun. 

—A OCTambHOe BpeMA OOLIYHO IPOBOAAT C A[eThMH, YTOOBI 
OTQOxHyTb, — J[MutTpo VBaHoBH4 AOKOHYHA OCHOBHY10 
MBICJIb H IPHTOTOBHJICA NOeMH3HpoBatTs C I'pHIOM. 

— OTOXHYyTS? C FeTEMH? — nospen pun. 

— 0, 4, Kak HaYaJIbHAK Mapbl JK JeTeH, OTMM4HO NOHHMalO 
TBOM CKeNTHIH3M, — pacIIbVIcd B IWHpPOKOH yybIOKe 
Tlepesamxo. — Ho faBalt mpo MeHs He OyyeM, 4 HU paboTato 
He 110 MecTb YacoB. TaK BOT, Kora paboTa He busnyeckas, 
HW OTJBIX OT Hee He TaK COBCeM ycTpoeH. BOT CHMIIb TEI 
HOM03 {Ha B KOHTOpe H MOMaellb TOMOBy WecTb yacos, rye 
CpOuHO B3ATb B OMere MHMJUIMapy TBo3seH, ecu y TeOad HX 


TPHAWaTb MWVIMApAOB WMWHHX, H BCe B APyrHX CHCTeMax. 
MoxkKHO 3acTaBHTb TeOa elle Ba Yaca CHeTb Hajl THM 
[yMaTb, JIMIMHHe TBO3LH B OMere OT 3TOFO BPA JIM MOABATCA, 
HO, MOKeT, IPHAyMaelllb HecTaHapTHoe yTo... Ho u ecm 
HOMOM TeOA OTIYCTHTh, TO Beh H TO AOpore Gye mpo 
9TH TBO3HM BCe BpeMA J{yMaTb, HW OMa 3a YKMHOM, a TO 
IIpHCHATCA TeOe 3TH TBO3qH. BoT OT 3TOrO AeTH OTMMYHO 
TOMOraiorT. 


HemHoro IIposcHHB WIA ceOa Wem0e OHO OTIMGHe MEXKLy HX 
TylaHeTamu I'pull BepHyJIcd K TyMOOUKe H CTall COOMpaTs Belly. 
—A TloueMy pIOMKH YeTEIpe-To? A IpocHy TBe. 
—MbI He IOHWIN, Te6e OOLTYHIE WIM HY KHEI CHHTeSHpOBaH- 
Hble. BOT 3TH CHHTe3HPOBaHHLIe, ITH JIMTHIE. 
[pu nocryya pioMKamMu fpyr 06 Apyra, 3BOH CHHTe3sHpo- 
BaHHBIX eMY NOHPAaBHJICA Gombe. OH yOPas PIOMKH B CYMKY, 
ocTaBuB JIMutpo MBanosnya 6e3 0ObaACHeHHH. ToT, TeM BpeMe- 
HeM, IOCMOTpelI Ha YacbI. ITO ObINO YKACHO CTAPOMOJHO, ITOT 
OnecTaMuA GpacneT Ha 3alacTbe. Kto ceifyac BooOle HOCHT 
yacbI? MoxeT 9TO Kak0e-TO XHTPoOe INHOHCKOe YCTPOHCTBO? 
Torga, HaBepHoe, eMy He CTOMT ObITb TaKHM IPHMeTHBIM H 
OecTALHM? 


—Bce, uyjem? 

—Tlogoxgute. Bhi MHe OODACHHTE, YTO A JOJDKEH TeaTb? 

— CHayasia Ha padoty Te6a mpumy. Ujem? 

— Vine. A, co6cTBeHHO, kyya? 

—Ha pa6oty, momyaaetca, — MomyyKNOHMICA OT OTBeTAa 


started packing. 

“Why are there four shots? I’ve asked for just two.” 

“We weren’t sure whether you want normal ones or printed ones. 
These are printed, these are cast.” 

Grip has brought the shots together. The clinking of the printed 

ones was better. He then promptly stowed them in a bag, leaving 

Dmytro Ivanovich without the explanations. Instead of asking, 

he checked his watch. It was so old-fashioned, that shiny bracelet 

worn on a wrist. Who wears watches these days? Is it a spy 

gadget? Why make a spy gadget so shiny and noticeable? 


“Alright, let’s go?” 

“Wait. Will you tell me what am I supposed to do?” 

“Let’s get you enlisted first.” 

“Fine. Where are we going?” 

“Means we’re going to work,” Derevyashko half-evaded the 
question. 


Walking wasn’t hard, just required some focus. They left the 
room, spiralled down the staircase of this large institution 
packed with relaxed people of wildly varying appearance and 
busy personnel donning white coats, left the building (“hold on, 
put on a coat”) and merged into the foot traffic, one more adult 
with a kid. Grip tried to look everywhere at once, soaking up 
impressions just to dilute them down with newer ones, then 
blend them together into a single incomprehensible mixture. 
The most memorable one was, probably, the trees smack in 
between some houses, with no purpose, no barrier, no visible 


HepeBaliko. 


Vatu 6bI0 HECHOKHO, IPOCTO TpeboBal0 HeKOTOpOH KOHIeH- 
TpaljwH. OHM BBINUIH W3 KOMHATHI, NPOWWIHM 10 KopHszopam 
OOIOTO Ka3eHHOTO NOMeMeHHA, 3all0IHeHHOrO HeCieMHEIMH 
pa3HOMaCTHEIMH JHOJbMHM H Kyla Oomee cyeTIHBbIM MepcoHa- 
NOM B Oen0M. CilycTHIMCh Ha O2MH 9TaAXK, BEIWWIM Ha yIHIy 
(«KypTKy-TO HaKHHb») HM BAHWIHCb B MHP MpOXOKHX H OFHeH, 
elle O/JJMH B3POCIIEIM C elle OHHM peGeHKom. [pum riazen 10 
CTOPOHaM H HOBbIe BIeYaTICHHA, TOMbKO yCleB OTHeyaTaTBCA 
B CO3HaHHH, MepeKpbIBaIHCh Bce GoNee HOBLIMH H CMBAJIHCb 
B OJHY CBeTAIyI0cd Ma3Hi0. bombille Bcero, HaBepHoe, [puny 
3allOMHHIIMCh epeBbA MEXKAY FOMOB: IpocTo Tak, 6e3 NOBOsAa, 
6e3 OrpaxqeHHi, 6e3 BUAMMOH PyHKIMU. JlepeBAlIKO 4TO-TO 
TOBOpH mo Temedouy, Tpum crapasicd H He OTCTaBaTb, H 
He O@KaTb OIPOMHbIMH IPbDKKaMH MHMO OPpoOMeHHbIX Ha 
IIPOH3BON CyLbObI WOKPBITBIX CHETOM JlepeBbes. 


Vi BOT OHM OCTaHOBHJIMCh y OYepeqHOrO Hepa3sH4MMOrO AMA 
[puma joma. JImutpo UpaHosuy cilerka OTpAXHYJI HM 000HM 
KyPTKH H OHM 3allJIM BHYTpb. ITOT JOM TOKE ABHO He ObLI 
KWIBIM: OOMbIMad ecTHHIa, JJIMHHbIe KOPHOpEl, 3HaKOMBIe C 
JlepeBALIKO JOH, IPHBeTCTByIOUHe ETO KOPOTKUMH dpasaMu 
WIH efBa YIOBHMBIMH %KeCTaMH. BHJMMO, 3feCb Tellepb 
pa6otaer u Tpun? VM Bot, Mexpy ABYX OYepesHBIX ABepelt 
Tlepesaliko BYpyr OMKMBWICH, OCTAHOBHJICH, UpHciylasca, 
3aTeM HaWIOHMJICA H 3arOBOpMWyecku Wennyr [puny: 

—TIepBoe BleywaTneHHe — camoe BaxKHoe. VM pa3BeqaHky, H 


function. Derevyashko picked up a call, Grip worked on his 
walking skills, trying to keep up and stick to smaller jumps at 
the same time, passing a tree after a tree left out there in the 
cold, snowcapped, forsaken. 


Finally, they've stopped in front of another indistinguishable 

building. Dmytro Ivanovich shook the snow off their coats, and 

they entered yet another public institution: large staircase, long 
hallways, people greeting Derevyashko with brief phrases or 
subtle gestures. Is this Grip’s workplace now? Suddenly Dmytro 

Ivanovich stopped in his tracks between two doors, brightened 

up, listened for a while, bent down and whispered to Grip: 

“The first impression is the most important one. Spies, diplomats, 
they all need style. Listen.” 

And sneaked cartoonishly towards a closed door, stopped in 

front of it, one hand on the knob, another one in Grip’s way. Grip 

listened as hard as he could: 

«late night. No result, zero, it’s all set, yet we can’t stop watching 
them. Got nothing on the partner as well. So, I’m like, screw it, 
I'm off to bed. As soon as I drift off—a flash: ‘The new agent has 
ordered two shots, approve synthesis.” 

A quiet drawl was the answer. The voice continued: 

“Uh-huh, what would they ever do without me? Anyway, I groan 
and reply with one eye open: Approved. Is he here?’. ‘Not yet’. I 
fall back to sleep, and then, in the morning, it dawns on me! The 
new agent, not yet — must be Derevyashko’s agent!” 

Muffled laughter. 

“What kind of a kid is that—” 


TMIUIOMaTy HYKeH CTHNb. Crymait. 
HeMOHCTpaTHBHO Kpaflyijelica WOXOAKOM Nopolel K ABepHu U 
3aMep, OJHOH pyKoH Ha KocaKe Iperpaxkyad pully 1yTs, Apyrou 
epoKacb 3a py4Ky, HO He OTKpbIBad. 


Tpunl npucrymayca: 

— ... 1 0 CaMOH HOUH, 4T06 ero. ToKy HAKAKOrO, H Ha3HayeHo 
yxe, a He ClleqMTb Hemb3q. M po HalapHHka HMYerO He 
BbIACHHIH. IMOHY 4, 3Ha4HT, Ha BCe, MOWeN cath. U BOT 
TONbKO 3acHy — OyJMT MeHA BCIbIMKa. Uta, a Tam 
«HOBBIM aleHT 3aKa3all [Be PIOMKH, CHHTe3HpOBaTb?». 

B oTBeT pa3falocb UTO-TO Hepa300pyHBO-NpoTMKHOe. Tomoc 

TpOJOJDKMI: 

—Ara, HW, rmaBHoe, Kak 6e3 MeHa? Ueprsixaloch, MMM 
BIONINa3a: «CHHTesHpylite. Wpusete?». OHH — «elle 
Kem». CMO Aasblle, H TOMBKO C yTpa Ipocbimaich u 
T0HuMat0! Hossiit, elle KEM — 9TO «Ke JlepeBallKuHH! 

TIpursyeHHBI cMex. 

— 3TO ¥TO 3a peOeHOK TakoHi— 

(tyr HepeBaliko MeyieHHO yOpal pyky C KOCaKa, H MOOKAI 

Tpuny Ha mte4o) 

——KOTOPBI ellje He Npwsleten JaxKe— 

(1J1aBHO IIPHOTKPbU A[Bepb H MATKO BIOMKHYA I'pulia B KOMHATY) 

——HO /[Be PIOMKH yoKe 3aKa3all... 

06a B KOMHaTe Ke 3aMeTHIIM I'putia, 3aMOIYaII HW YCTABHIHCb 

Ha Hero. 

— Paspelmmute lpencrasutsca, [pun ABsoTbeBHY CTaBPOIOIIb- 
CKHH. 


(Dmytro Ivanovich unblocked the way and put his hand on Grip’s 
shoulder...) 

“—who’s not even here yet-” 

(... softly opened the door and pushed Grip inside ...) 

“—but has already ordered two shots...” 

The speaker has noticed Grip and trailed off. 

“Allow me to introduce myself: Grip Avdotievich Stavropolskty.” 
The redhead in the back of the room buried his face in the hands, 
but failed to conceal his laughter. The speaker started chuckling, 
standing in place, leaning on a table. Derevyashko, content with 
his escapade, slipped past to one of the workspaces. 


“Hello, hello,” the closer man finished chuckling. He was older 
than the redhead one and looked quite likeable. “I’m Aksat 
Dzhonatanovich.” 

“Tm Grip.” 

“You've told that already, don’t spoil the impression,” advised the 
redhead instead of introducing himself. “How’s your head?” 

“Fine, thank you.” 

Derevyashko was writing something on his phone, the redhead 

fished out a large paper book. 

“The rules say you must swear an oath,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
said, “But then the other rules say you can’t, because you’re not 
eighteen yet.” 

“Stupid rules, if you ask me,” Derevyashko interjected. “Like, 
you're too young, and we can’t trust you no matter what. 
Bollocks.” 

“So just sign over here,” the redhead finished, pointing at a book. 


PEDKHH MYKYHHAa B IMyOHHeE KOMHATHI 3aKPbUI THO pyKou, 
HO CMe€Xa 9THM He CKpbi. PaccMessica, Te cTOM, ONMpasch 
Ha CTON, H ONWKHHA roBopsmHi. JOBOMbHBIM BbIXOLKOM 
JlepeBAlIKO IpOMIMBITHyN 3a O/H H3 CTOIOB. 


— 3paBcTByH, 30paBcTByH, — OCcMesuIcd ONWKHHH, NOKWIO 
MYKUHHa pachoaratomero K cebe Bua — Mena 3BaTb AKcaT 
J>KOHaTaHOBH4. 

— A meus [pum. 

— TBI Ke TOBOpH, He CMa3bIBall BlewaTIeHHe, — MO/CKasall 
BMECTO IPHBeTCTBHA PhKHH — TomoBa ene GomHT? 

— Yoke IOUTH HeT. 


TlepeBalKo 4TO-TO McCall B Teedoue. PbDKUH JOCTaN GONIIYIO 

OyMayKHY10 KHUTY. 

—Tlo mpaBanaM, Tb JO KeH MpHHecTu Ipucary, — cKa3al 
AxcaT JDKoHaTaHOBHY. — TOJIBKO BOT 10 APyrHM IpaByyiam, 
20 BOCeMHaaTH THI ITOLO CAeaTb He MOKELLb. 

— Tula, TBI elle MaJIeHbKHH H BepHTs TeOe, Ip BCeM JKeaHHH, 
MBI He MOKeM, — OTOPBaJICA OT Temedoua JlepeBawKo. — 
TlouHas rlyHocTs, Kak 10 MHe. 

—Tak 4TO IpocTo pacitMIIHcb 3ffecb, — 3aBepPIIMA PbDKHH, 
M0Ka3blBad B KHUTY. 

—... A e@CiIH Y MeHA elle HeT NOAMMCH? 

— Moxelllb 1pocTo HMA HallHcaTb. 

— Moxuo 4 NoTpeHupytocb? 


C MomMHchio Jeo NOW He cpasy. [pula He yYHIH WHCaTb OT 
PYKH Ha PYCCKOM. 3aTO OH Mes PHCOBATh ALepHHble 3HaKY, U, 


“... What ifI don’t have a signature yet?” 
“You can write down your name.” 
“Can I practice first?” 


Practicing took time. Grip never learned to write in Russian 
cursive. But he knew well how to draw lizard signs, so he settled 
on capital “STA” and a [be-proper] sign, one formerly known as 
“ood”. 


“Congrats on enlisting,” the redhead said and closed the book. 

“Now, will you tell me what am I supposed to do?” 

“No,” Derevyashko stated plainly. “really hope they'll tellyou on 
arrival. What I can tell you though, is what your goals are.” 

“And what are they?” 

“You're going on a joint mission with the Fist. Your utmost prior- 
ity is establishing and maintaining diplomatic relationships 
with those lizards. Put simply, make friends with them. Our kids 
— their kids. Now, the Fist are cunning bunch, they'll capitalize 
on anything they can lay their hands on, lizards included. It’d 
be wonderful if we ended up as lizards’ best friends. Say, you 
convince them to leave the planet, check out how people live. 
Do your best to make sure it’s our teleport the lizard is going 
in, not theirs. Give it a tour of Arkadia, for example. But, fists 
being fists, it’s the relationships with lizards that are your top 
priority. Am I clear? Retell that back to me.” 

“Loud and clear. Friendship with people comes first, Federation 
specifically — second. Invite lizards to us.” 

“Attaboy. The mission itself ain’t secret, cause it’s a joint one, but 


B HTOre, Ha MeCTe JIA NOMMMCH BEIBeN WeyaTHBle OyKBbI «CTA» 
H 3HaK [IIpaBHJIbHBIM], paHee H3BeCTHBIM Kak «XOpOMIMi». 


— Tlo3qpaBslai0 C 3a4HCIeHHeM B ITaT, — CKa3aJl PbDKHH HM 
3aKPBUI KHHTY. 

—Tellepb paccKaxete, 4TO A JOJDKeH JewaTb? 

—HetT, — HeoxKHaHHO oTBeTHI JepeBalIKo. — OueHb 
Hajlel0cb, YTO 3TO TeOe PaCCKAKYT TaM, Ha MeCcTe. 3aTO MOLY 
paccka3aTb, KakHe y Te leuu. 

—MV xaxne? 

—9TO COBMeCTHad MHCCHA C KyaKaMu. TBOA caMas IepBo- 
cTelleHHad 3aaua — ycTaHOBeHHe uM MoffepxKaHve 
TMIUIOMAaTHYeCKHX OTHOWeHHH Cc sAlepHyjamu. I[poue 
TOBOpA, Halo NOApyKUTBcCH c HMMM. Halim feTH c ux 
HeTbMu. KylakH KOBaPHBI, HM MbITAIOTCA M3BeUb BEITOLY 
M3 BCero, HO Yero AOTAHYTCA. IlombITawTCA H 3 AMepHl. 
BBO ObI 3,0POBO, ECM C HAMM AMepHUB! APY KWH OONBIe. 
JJonycTHM, YFOBOPHJIH BbI ALepuLy ceTaTb BOCTH, MOCMOT- 
peTb, KaK JOM KMBYT. Torya Woctapalica, Yoon! smepuua 
NOWWa B Halll TesleMopT, a He B HX, HM MomeTewa K HaM. 
Croga Ha ApkayHi0, Halpyumep. Ho kyjlakKHw — KyJlakaMu, a 
OTHOMEHHA C AljepHyamMu — TBOM HavBbICIMMM NpHOpHUTeT. 
Tons? Mosropu. 

— Ja Tons. TapHoe — [{pyx6a C JOLbMH BOOOIIe, BO BTOpy10 
oueperb — c DeepaltHeti. B rocTH 3BaTb K HaM. 

—Monopey. Cama MHCCHA He ABIIAeTCA TAMHOH, NOTOMYy 4TO 
COBMECTHad, HO BOT UTO HMeHHO TaM MpOHCxoqUT — ceKpeT. 
byelllb KAKbIM eHb MMCaTb OTUETH, a KaK BePHELIBCA, TAM 


what exactly happens there still is. You'll have to write daily 
reports, and, once you’re back, we can leisurely decide what to 
declassify. And that’s it.” 

“That’s not enough. How do I meet them? How do we befriend 
them?” 

“As if I knew. Sorry, I’m not the one to help with that. Never seen 
a lizard, never learned their language. There should either be a 
joint briefing... or one on arrival.” 

Grip wanted more, but Dmytro Ivanovich spread his hands 

preemptively. 


“And the second agent?” 
“We don’t know who. But you'll meet soon.” 


“Why me-No, don’t get started about the essay. Aren’t there some 
special people to handle this? There are people for everything” 

“Like, contactees?” Aksat Dzhonatanovich snorted. 

“Who?” 

“The Institute of Contact,” he elaborated. 

“Their days are numbered, mark my words,” the redhead 
commented offhandedly. “They'll close it.” 

“Calm down, Nostradamus,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich snorted 
again. 

“Gentlemen,” Grip slotted in. 

“Alright,” Derevyashko took the lead. “Indeed, there are special 
people for the job. They, uh, messed up.” 

“How?” 

“You see, people were worried that we'll bump into aliens, for 


CIOKOHHO pa36epeMca, 0 YEM MOIKHO paccKa3bIBaTb, a 0 YeM 
— Het. Hy Bor, cOOcTBeHHO, H BCE. 

— Henonsatuo. A kak HaM Il03HaKOMHTBCA C AMepHlaMy, Kak C 
HMMH JIpyKUT? 

— 4706 4 3a. M3BMHH, BOT TYT 4 Te6e TOUHO He NOACKaKy, HU 
OJHOH He BH eN, A3bIKa HX He 3Hal0. byfeT 1H60 COBMECTHEIH 
OpuouHr, WH60 yKe TaM OOBACHAT. 

T'puiry XoTem0cb elle OOBACHEHHH, HO JlepeBAIIKO ypexparonje 

pa3Beul pyKaMu. 


—A BTOpou areHT? 
— MBI ellle He 3HaeM, KTO. Ho cKopo N03HaKOMHTCCB. 


—TIowemy s— TOJIBKO He Halo Ipo counMHeHHE. PasBe HeT KaKHX- 
TO OCOOBIX Jose, YTOObI ITHM 3AHHMATECA? I0-Moemy, [VIA 
BCeTO CCT CHeWHasIbHble JOM 

— Kontaktepl, ¥To 1H? — bIpKHym AKcaT J>KoHaTaHOBHY. 

—Kro? 

— WHCTHTYT KOHTaKTa, — NOACHHII OH. 

— PasroHAT HX, Kak IMT JlaTb, pasrOHAT, — 6pocus pbpKHH. — 
Mx HH COUTeHEI. 

— Ycnoxotica, Hocrpayjamyc, — cHoBa pbIpKHyI AKcaT J>KoHa- 
TaHOBHY. 

— ]DKeHT/IbMeHBI, — Byles I'pHI. 

—Tak, — B3aI Ha ceOa HHHIMaTHBy epeBslmko. — Ect 
CIleWMaJIbHbIe JOH. OHH, 9M, OONaKaJIHCe. 

— Kak Tak? 

— BHIMIIb JH, JOTM WaBHO WepexKHBaJIH, TO MBI HaTKHeEMCA 


quite some time, even before the expanse. And it makes perfect 
sense that the better the aliens are at space-faring, the higher 
are the chances we'd run into each other. We agreed that when 
it happens, we'd better come prepared, and thus the Institute 
of Contact was born. So that, when the day comes, we'll waste 
no time on the nuances of alienese and cut straight to the part 
where we’re begging them to spare us.” 

“And we met lizards,” Grip nodded. 

“And we met lizards,” 

“T see... But can we...” Grip trailed off. 

“We can what?” 

“No, nothing... OK, if not them, why intelligence services? Why 
not diplomats? Don’t they want to?” 

“Oh sure they do, but who’s gonna let them,” Dmytro Ivanovich 
muttered. “It just happened that it’s the military's domain, 
historically.” 

“We're sibling departments anyway,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
added. “We're not starting a war with lizards that can’t even go 
to space. If that’s what yow’re asking about.” 

“The Fist claims it’s their diplomats who are handling the lizards,” 
the redhead noted. 

“Oh, we canalso claim whatever we want,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
chuckled. “In actuality, everybody’s gonna send agents 
anyway.” 


“What did you need these shots for?” the redhead changed the 
topic. 
“To rattle like lizards,” Grip spilled the beans at last. 


Ha IpHlembyes. Emje 20 skciaHcuu. MW orM4Ho, yo 4eM 
Oomee OHH IpOABHHYTEI B KOCMOIMIaBaHHH, TeM BBIIMe WaHe 
Ha HHX HallopoTscs. BOT MBI PeLIHIH, YTO ye ObI K ITOMY 
3apaHee NOATOTOBHTECA, H OcHOBaIHM WuctutyT Koutaxta. 
UToObl B ¥ac X He OTBICKATbCA Ha ASbIKOBbIe HIOAHCHI, a 
MOObICTpee MepeHTH K TOM YacTH, Te MbI YMOMAeM HX 
TOWaguTb Hac. 

— A MBI BCTpeTWIM AlepHu, — KHBHy Tp. 

— A MBI BCTpeTHIM Alepuy. 

—TlonaTuo. A HeJIb34... 

— Heyp3a uTo? 

—HepakHo. Ecmm He OHH, TO NO“eMy 9THM 3aHHMaeTCA 
pa3BeyKa? Ilouemy He JMMIOMaTHI Kakve-HuOysb? He xoTaT? 

—XOTeTb-TO OHH XOTAT, Ja KTO XK MM Jacl, — OTBeTHI 
JlepeBaltko. — Tak CO KHJIOCB. 

— MbI — pojcTBeHHble BeOMcTBa — oOaBun AKcaT J>KOHa- 
TaHOBHY. — MI He coOMpaeMca BOeBaTb C AlepHwamy, 
KOTOpble JaxKe B KOCMOC He JleTawoT. Ec ThI 06 3TOM. 

—KyWaku 3aaBJ1M10T, YTO Y HX AlepwjaMH 3aHHMaloTCA 
TMIUIOMATEI, — BCTaBHJI PbDKHH. 

— He, HY 3aAB/ATb MBI TOKE YTO YTOMHO MOKEM, — XMBIKHYI 
Axcat J)KoHaTaHOBHY. — a 110 aKTY BCe PaBHO BCe MOMUIOT 
pa3BeQYHKOB. 


—A 3a4emM TeOe PIOMKH MOHasoOuNMCh? — MepeBel Temy 
PBDKHH. 

—Yro6sl Tpelatb, Kak AMepHibl, — IpH3Hasicd, HaKoHeL, 
pum. 


“O-oh,” the redhead intoned with respect. 

Aksat Dzhonatanovich, on the other hand, was left displeased, or 

at least pretended to. 

“Should’ve told us right away what you’re after,” he said ina stern 
voice. “Maybe we could’ve come up with something better. And 
now it’s probably too late...” 


Zulfiia Solkovna entered the room, waited for him to finish the 
phrase, pinned Grip in place with her eyes and commanded 
jokingly: 

“Everybody out, boys!” 

The three men begrudgingly followed her order. 


Grip knew her, he talked to her twice to date. Once when his 
dad was taken, and once again, a week later. Maria Stepanovna 
asked him to stay after class, then Zulfiia Solkovna came in, and 
they discussed some rather abstract topics. First time they’ve 
constructed different scenarios in order to discuss what was 
or was not just. The scenarios have invariably converged at a 
conclusion that one must first determine who’s in charge and 
then aid them. The second time it seemed like she was trying 
to determine which careers Grip was predisposed to. Grip 
has gladly partaken in the discussions about different kinds of 
jobs, but what was the goal, if any, was a mystery to him. Both 
times she has divulged nothing specific about the topic that 
mattered — his father. And both times Grip came back home to 
unmistakable signs of searches, so, maybe what they have talked 
about wasn’t important after all. 


— 000, — yBaKHTeIbHO IpOTAHYI PEDKUH. 

3aTo AKcaT JDKOHaTaHOBHY TO JIM OCTaJICA HeOBONEH, TO JM 

4300pa3HJI HeJ[OBOMIBCTBO. 

— TI 6 cpa3y cKa3au, YeTo JOOHTECH XOUeMIb, — Hava OTUHTEI- 
BaTb OH. — MBI ObI, MOKET, YTO-HHOY Ab NOMy ule IpHAyMaH. 
Ceiiuac-To, HaBepHoe, Ke He ycleeM. 


B WBepsX, TEM BpeMeHeM, BOSHUKIa 3ybOuA CONKOBHA, JOVKa- 
Nach KOH a )pa3bl H 3adBHIa: 

— MalIbunky, Ha BbIXxopT! 

Tpoe MyKYHH HexOTa 3acoOupasnce. 


3ymbout0 ComkoBny [pun 3Hasl HW yKe BAK C He GeceqoBal. 
B eHub Korya 3abpav OTHa, a IOTOM elle pa3, pOBHO Yepes 
Heyem0, Mapua CTemaHoBHa Mpocuya eTo OCTAaTBCA TOcIe ypoka 
B kKaOuHeTe. HoToMm npHxoguna 3ynbdua ComKoBHa, HU OHU 
pa3roBapHBasH Ha KakHe-TO OTBIEYeHHBIe TeMBI. B epBEIM pas 
OHH IpeycTaBiIH pasHble culyyan H paccyKAaIH O cupaBeyin- 
BOCTH. PaccyKJeHHa HEH3MeHHO 3aKaHYHBalIMCb TeM, YTO Hajjo 
NOHATH, KTO 3a peleHHe CHTyalHM OTBETCTBEHHBIM, a [able 
ye IloMoraTb emy. Bropod pa3 Oa, KKETCA, IEITAIaCb MATKO 
BBIACHHTb, K KaKOH mpodeccuu Tpun pacnonoxen. pun o 
Tpodeccuax c yAOBOJBCTBHEM paccyKall, HO MOMb3a OT ITOH 
MIpbI, CCIM TAaKOBad Oba, ALA Hero OCTasacb 3arayKoH. A BOT 
I1pO rmaBHoe — OTIja — OHa eMy HHYETO, KpoMe OOUIHX COB, 
He cKa3ama. M 06a pa3a pun npuxogHI JOMOM H MOHMMalI, YTO 
JJOMa ObUI OOBICK, TAK UTO, MOKET, BOBCe He BAKHO ObIIO, 0 YEM 
OHH TaM rOBOpWIH. 


The third time has carried on the legacy of the first two when it 
comes to awkwardness. Zulfiia Solkovna tried to behave like an 
old acquaintance of his, but something was off. They didn’t beat 
around the bush for too long: 

“Say, Grip, what do you think about the Fist?” 


Grip hasn’t really thought much about the Fist, he never saw 
any. He sifted through his memory and recalled a recent conver- 
sation with mom. Grip was insisting that if he were to invent a 
better excavator bucket, it’d be fair if everyone who benefitted 
from it paid him for that. Mom has convincingly countered 
that, at a timescale of a century, his bucket will help almost 
everyone in the universe, even if just a little. And thus, looking 
back a century, Grip will also end up indebted to pretty much 
everyone, so accounting for all of that is outright infeasible. 
Yeah, and along the way, she has mentioned in passing that fists 
have something like that, but even then it’s not really like that. 
None of this has helped Grip answer the question, so the silence 
dragged on. 


“Uh... they’re people, just like us. They live on their planets, we 
live on ours. Space is big, so we don’t interfere with each other.” 

“That's right, but what’s the difference then?” 

“They don’t believe in the common good,” Grip remembered the 
official cliche. 

Zulfiia Solkovna was content with the correct answer, yet she 

also looked like she wanted for more. She also stopped her usual 

constant jotting down. 


TpeTHi pasroBop NpoyOKHI TpayMMi HeNOBKOCTH HepBblx 
WByXx. 3ymbdua CoMKOBHAa Bpose ObI Bela ceOA C HUM, KaK C 
]aBHMM 3HaKOMBIM, HO YTO-TO ObLIO He Tak. OueHb OBICTPO OHH 
Tlepelwiu K Jjesly: 

— Ckaxu, ‘pun, 4TO THI yMaelllb 0 KyaKax? 


[pul 0 KylaKaX He CIMIIKOM-TO JyMas, OH HX MH He Buyel 
HHMKOTya. OH MOKONAIICA B WaMATH, M eMy BCIOMHWJICA HeyaB- 
HHH pasropop c Mamou. pum Tora cka3all, 4TO eCIH OH 
w300peteT Oomee sddeKTHBHBIM KOBIN, OyZeT YeCTHO, YTOOEI 
eMY 3a 9TO IWIaTWIH BCe, KOMY 3TO NOMOr0. Mama Ke yOeqn- 
TeNIbHO JOKa3bIBalla, YTO eTO KOBIM yKe Yepes CTO eT BCeEM B 
Mupe HeMHOTO, Jia WOMoKeT. HM ec CMOTpeTS Ha CTO JleT Ha3ayy, 
[pull TOKe YeM-TO 0613aH IPHMepHO BCeM, H YYECTb 3TO BCe 
COBePIMeHHO HepealibHO. BoT oHa Toryja cKa3alla, YTO y KYaKOB 
€CTb YTO-TO TaKOe, HO H TO He TaKOe. OTBETHTS Ha BOMpPOC 3TO 
BCe He OYEHb NOMOTaO, a MOMYAHHe TAHYIOCH. 


—Hy... OHH Take >Ke JOM, KaK H MBI. )KMBYT Ha CBOHX 
TWlaHeTaX, MbI Ha CBOHX, KOCMOC OOJIBIOH, MbI Apyr Apyry He 
MellaeM. 

— 9TO fla, HO B YeM TOra pase? 

— OHM He BepsT B Heo OOmero Onara, — BCHOMHuT Tpun 
Ka3eHHY10 POPMYHPOBKy. 

TlpaBHIbHEI OTBeT 3ymbbu CoMKOBHY yCTpavBa, HO OHa 

CHOBHO Kasla YeTO-TO elle H Wake He OTBIeKAasaCb Ha NOMETEH, 

XOTA OOBIYHO JeMasa HX UYTb JIM He HelpepEIBHO. 

—TocyjapcTso y Hux Apyroe, H ycTpoeHo He Tax. Ua Mapny 


“They have their own, different state, built differently. Ilya Ilyich 
Svobodin is not the head of them, they’ve got some other ones...” 

The incessant jotting down has resumed. 

“The mission is going to take place at their base, did you know 
that?” 

“Because they were the first to discover the lizards?” 

“Yes. There is just one base there, their ship. Half of the personnel 
will be from the Fist, and so will be your partner. What do you 
think about that?” 

“I don’t know,” Grip didn’t have any reservations against the fists 
and didn’t understand what was required from him. “But we all 
want to be friends with the lizards, us and them alike.” 

“When this will be over, and you'll make friends with the lizards, 
would you like to go visit them?” 

“Visit Fist?” Grip felt the need to clarify. 

“Yes.” 

“I don’t know. Probably yes. Should be... interesting.” Grip 
answered after a pause. “Which language will we speak?” 

“With fists?” It was her turn to clarify now. “English.” 

And she went on to reassure: 

“You've been learning it for five years already, you'll manage 
just fine. If you don’t understand something, just ask and they'll 
explain again. It’s a joint mission after all.” 

Grip wasn’t that sure of his English skills. But then he remem- 

bered he’s now an ambassador to lizards or something, so maybe 

this particular language barrier really isn’t the top problem on 
his list. 


CBOO0/{MH HM He r'laBHbIH, y HAX CBOH KaKHe-TO... 
beciipecTaHoe NpocTaBleHve NOMeETOK IpO/OJDKHIOCE. 

— Mnuccua 6yser Ha 6a3€ Ky1aKOR, THI 3HaellIb? 

—IIoTomy 4TO OHH TepBble AepHy, HalwiH? 

— Ja. Tam Bcero ofHa 6a3a, Hx KopaOub. MomoBuna Nepconana 
OyAyT KylakH, H TBOM HallapHuK Toe. Kak TEI K 3TOMY 
OTHOCHIIbCA? 

—He 3nato, — [pull Huyero He MMe IIPOTHB KyaKOB, H He 
NOHMMall, UTO OT Hero Tpe6yerca. — VM uM, HM HaM Hajo c 
alepHyaMu NOApyKATECA. 

—A Kora 3TO 3aKOHYATCA, H BEI C AMepHyaMu NOApyKUTeCh, 
XOTeNI ObI IOTOM CileTaTb K HAM? 

—K kymakam? — yrounnn I'pun. 

— Jia. 

—He 3nato. Hapepuoe, fa. JomKHO ObITb... HHTepecHo, — 
He cpa3sy oTBeTHI I'pum. — A MbI C HMMA Ha KaKOM A3bIKe 
TOBOpHTE 6yjfeM? 

—C kylakamu? — yTouHMa Tellepb yKe 3ymbdua ComKOBHA. 
— Ha aHrJIMiicKoM. 

Y nocnemua ycnoxouts puna: 

—TbI MAT WeT erO YUH, TH cipaBumeca. Uro oyyer 
HeNOHATHO — CIIPOCHIIb, OObACHAT. OHO Jeu emaete. 

[put He ObUI B CBOeM aHIIHHCKOM Tak yBepeH, HO, Ha done 

TlepCHeKTHBHI PasrOBapHBaTb C ALMepHjaMH, KOHKPeTHO 9TOT 

A3bIKOBOH Oapbep HM BUpaBsy Kasayicd@ He CaMOM OOMbINOH ero 

Tpoosemou. 

— Bee, — foyjelaia, HaKOHeL, IOMeTKH H HeOKHaHHO OLICTpo 


“A-and we’re done,” Zulfiia Solkovna finished checking all the 
checkmarks or whatever she was doing over there and stood 
up hastily. “J won’t delay you any further.” 

For a split second Grip was sure that it wasn’t her, but someone 

else, her twin sister he never met before. But he couldn’t pinpoint 

why. She cheered him up with something vacuous, and opened 
the door to reveal Dmytro Ivanovich waiting outside. He entered 
the room, but showed no intention to settle here for long: 

“Let’s go get some food! We've got a plenty of time and I had no 
lunch yet. To the canteen!” 

Grip was all for it. 


They went outside again, only to stop by the next door. Grip only 

got time to ask: 

“Ts it a problem, working with the fists?” 

“Depends. To me — yes, you don’t even imagine. To you — not at 
all, like I’ve said. Make friends with lizards first, deal with the 
fists later.” 

“Tll have to speak to the fists in English.” 

“See, how convenient it is then,” Derevyashko refused to acknowl- 
edge his concerns, “that you happen to know it.” 

And dove into the canteen, putting this discussion to an end. 


Grip was dazzled by all the bright food. Tens, if not hundreds 
of different dishes, unusually colourful, mostly unfamiliar. The 
other worries had to yield to choice paralysis, but, with Dmytro 
Ivanovich’s help, Grip settled on something only moderately 
cryptic. Derevyashko picked up not one, not two, but three 


3acoOupanacb 3ymbbud ComkoBHa. — He 6ysy Sombie 3azlep- 
JKHBATB. 
T'puiy Ha ceKyH/y W0Ka3as0cb, YTO 3TO He 3ynbouA CoNKOBHA 
BOBCe, a KTO-TO He3HaKOMBIM M O4eHb Ha Hee NOXOKMH. Kak 
cecTpa. Ho KaKHX-TO O4eBHJHBIX OTM4MH HaviTH OH He MOT. Ona 
coOpamacb, NoxKesana [puny yqauH, 4 B ABepaxx NOMpomaacb 
CO KaBINHM cHapyKH AmuTpo Usanosnyem. A TOT, XOTb H 
3alllel OOpaTHo, Cc Nopora 3asBHI puny: 
—Tlovyem ects! Bpemeuu y Hac ellie MHOTO, a 4 1OOGeaTb XOUy. 
TIOMWIH B CTONOBY10. 
[putt ObII TONBKO 3a. 


OHH OATS NOMI Ha YIMUy, HO MpolllH cOBCeM HeMHOTO, 
WO coceqHero Joma. 3a 3TO Bpema I'pHn TOMbKO M ycllen, 4TO 
CIIpPOCHTS: 

— A 9TO mpo6sema, YTO MHe paOoTaTh c KylakaMu? 

— Kony Kak, Jd MeHA — Ja, THI He IpesCTaBsaellb Kakaa. [1a 
TeOa — MOUTH HeT, 4 Ke OOBACHHII. I'aBHoe, c AlepHiamMu 
NOAPYKUCH, a ITO MOTOM. 

—V ue c kylakaMH Ipuyerca Ha aHTIMHCKOM FOBOpHTE. 

—BOoT BHMIMIb, KaK yfa4HO BBINUIO, 4TO Th eFO 3Haelllb, — 
oTpe3ai J[epeBAIIKO, OTKa3bIBAdCb BETH B ITOM MpoOMeMmy. 

VY 3aHbIpHys B CTOJIOBY10. 


Y [puna pa36examMcb rma3a OT MecTpOTH Ha BbIsaye. 
Boy, ObIMH J[eCATKH, KaK ObI He COTHA, HeOOIMHO APKUX 
H pelHTebHO He3HaKOMBIX. Bce ocTambHble mposeMbl 
BPe€MeHHO OTCTYNHIM Mepey, MyKaMu BbIOOpa, HO C NOMOLbIO 


dishes, and they occupied a smaller table. Grip’s food, especially 
the bright red thing, turned out more colourful than tasty, yet 
passable overall. When he was done with it, Dmytro Ivanovich 
was still mid-second dish. 


“Does Zulfiia Solkovna have a sister?” 

“Huh?” Derevyashko uttered nonchalantly. 

“What is she doing here?” 

“Gauging your psychological fitness for the job. It’s nothing to 
worry about, just a standard procedure, every agent undergoes 
that.” 

Grip squinted at him: 

“Every one of your agents gets interviewed by our school’s 
psychologist?” 

“Ah,” Dmytro Ivanovich understood the question, but was in no 
rush to explain anything. He first weighted some pros and cons, 
and only then lowered his voice: “Some people, Grip, usually 
outstanding experts in their fields... They’re allowed to live on 
several planets at once.” 

“At once? Like, copied?” 

Derevyashko raised an eyebrow: 

“How do you think you came here?” 

Grip didn’t answer. 

“So we scanned you there and printed you here. You were erased 
over there though, and they were let to live. But only on different 
planets.” 

“Only on different?.. Can’t we just make copies of them right 
here?” 


Amutpo Usanosuya Tpit Bce-TakH B3AJl YTO-TO yMepeHHo 
3arayjouHoe. Cebe JlepeBalKo B39 He OJHY, He Be, a Cpa3y Tp 
TapeyIKH YeTO-TO He3HaKOMOTO, HM OHH YCeyIMCb 3a MasleHbKHH 
cTONHK. Ejja Iputia, ocobeHHO ApKO-KpacHas MITyKa, OKa3aslacb 
MeHee HaCcbIIeHHOH BKYCOM, YeM IBeTOM, HO OblJla BIOMHE 
cbeqooHor. He cKa3aTb, YTOOBI BKyCHOH. HenpuBeryHon. pun 
Hoen, epeBalko ObUI TOKO Ha CepesHHe BTOPOH TapelKH. 


— Ay 3ynbouu CouKOBHEI ecTb cecTpa? 

— To? — HeBo3MYTHMO clIpocua JjepeBallKo. 

— To ona TT emaert? 

—IIpopepaeT Boe ICHxomorMy¥ecKoe cocToAHHe. Bce 
HOPMAJIbHO, OHA C KAKbIM HalIMM areHTOM Tak Geceyer, 
TAK ILOJIOXKEHO. 

T pull npHitypwyics: 

—Vc K@KJBIM BallMM areHToM OeceslyeT NCHXONOF M3 Hallet 
IWKOJIBI? 

— A, — Tlonan JlepeBaltko, HO OOBACHATH HUYEFO He CIeMHII. 

Ox 6yATO ObI B3BECHII KaKHe-TO 3a H IPOTHB, H TOMbKO NOTOM, 

MOHH3HB TOC, Havas OOLACHATS: 

—EcTb HeKoTopsle J0/4, pum, OObTHO ITO HeHHbIe cielHa- 
JMCTHI. Tak BOT, HM pa3pelllaloT KATb cpa3y Ha HeCKOJIbKHX 
TulaHeTax. OJHOBpeMeHHO. 

— OyHoBpemeHHO? Mx KomMpyoT? 

TlepeBaliko TofHAT OpoB: 

— A THI JyMaell, Kak ThI cloyfa Moma? 

Tpit Momyaii. 

— Tam MBI TeOsd OTCKAHMpOBaIH, 37,ecb — pacneyatamu. Hy Tak 


“Of course we can, technically,” Dmytro Ivanovich smiled. 
“Except, uh, how does one put it... People, almost all of them 
are... at odds with themselves, you know? It’s better if they 
never meet.” 

“I get it,” Grip smiled back. “I’d also rather not... But why destroy 
me?” 

Derevyashko didn’t get the question, yet proceeded with his 

prepared reply nonetheless: 

“First, that requires a permit... Uhh... What for?” 

“So that it’s easier for mom.” 

“Ah,” Derevyashko understood but disagreed. “That way we, uh, 
gonna face a big problem, Grip. An ethical one.” 

“Ethical?” 

“Moral. You see, if both of you get to live separate lives, you 
become different people, and then it’s gonna be murder. Picture 
that: they talk, they walk, they make memories together, he goes 
to school... And then what? You come back, with no memories 
of those walks and studies, and we kill the other you? That’s 
inhumane.” 

“So let him live, and kill this me instead.” 

“Oh bother,” Derevyashko gasped. “That's even better. So, you 
work hard, you establish relationships, you return a hero, an 
invaluable expert with a lizard on your shoulder... And then 
what? We fend off the journalists, bring you to a dark corner, 
award and kill you? Just brilliant. I’ve got an even better idea: 
let’s rather stick to not killing anyone, OK?” 

“So, the way it is now is not killing anyone?” 


BOT, TeOa TaM CTepmH, a HM pa3pellaioT ocraTEca. Ho yTOObI 
Ha PasHblx WlaHeTax. 

—TOMBKO Ha pa3HbIx? A HeJIb3d Ha ODHOM KOMMM HapeaTS? 

— TeXHHYeCKH, KOH€YHO, MOKHO, — 3ayibIOanca JIMuTpo 
Vipanosny. — TyT, Kak Te6e CKa3aTb... MOH, OHH MOUTH BCe 
c co6oH... He B ajax, NOHHMaellb? JIyume uM BMecTe He 
coOuparEcas. 

—Jlonumaio, — Toxe 3aynbi6anca pun. — A, HaBepHoe, ToxKe 
ObI He XOTeN, — 3affyMayicad oH. — Ho nouemy BBI MeHs 
YHHUTOKMIA? 

TlepeBallkO He NOHA, H HavaJl C 3afOTOBEHHOLO OTBETA: 

— Bo-llepBbIx, JW1d ITOTO paspelleHve HYKHO... 3... 3a4eM? 

— YTo6bI MaMe TaM pore ObUTIO. 

— A, — II0HAII, HO ABHO He cormacuaica JImMuTpo WBanosny. — 
Tak y Hac, ‘pun, mpobmema BbIHeT OOMbIMAd... ITHYECKAA. 

— JTMuecKan? 

—Mopampuaa. Ecmu BaM oO00HM JfaTb TO)KHTb CBOHMU 
)KM3HAMH, BEI CTaHeTe yKe Pa3HBIMH JIOAbMH, HM Tora 
3TO yKe GOyeT yOuHcTBO. TOMBKO MpescTaBb: TBOA MaMa C 
TOOOH OyeT TOBOPUTE, TyMATb, 3apabaTbIBATh COBMECTHEIe 
BOCIOMHHAHHA, OH OyJeT B WIKOMY XOMUTb... A HOTOM 4TO? 
TBI BOSBpalljaelIbCA, HH IPOTYJIOK, HH YPOKOB He NOMHUIIB, a 
eT, Apyroro yesloBeKa, MBI YOHBaeM? HeryMaHHO BBIXOMT, 
pum. 

— Tak IIYCTb KHBET, TOFJa MOXKHO MeHA STOFO YOUTE. 

—Eme syume, — oxuyn epepamKo. — BoT TH cilaBHO 
NOTPYAMICA, OTHOMEHHA HalaMs, BOSBpalllaelbcd K HaM 


“Who said that? Or, here you are, alive and well,” Dmytro 
Ivanovich parried with conviction. 

“And you claim you’ve erased me there, and I’m the only one?” 

“Just as I’ve said, yes. There’s no second you. People don’t 
get duplicated left and right, Grip, not without a permit, 
pre-agreement and all that headache. There have to be some 
solid reasons.” 

“As you Say,” Grip worked at concealing his disbelief. “Can we 
have a secret phrase? One I can send, so that you know it’s time 
to save me?” 

“Sure,” Derevyashko agreed readily. “Like what?” 

“Blue snow’,” Grip suggested. 

“Well, if you want to, but shouldn’t it be inconspicuous? 
Something you can easily work into a report.” 

“Alright, then...” Grip thought for a while. “I miss ice cream”. 

“Deal. Try not to write that on accident though. I see it, [hop over 
to save you, or send someone better.” 

“Good. Where’s the restroom?” 


After washing his hands, Grip has examined himself in a mirror. 
The reflection was clearly of him wearing his ordinary clothes. A 
copy of the clothes. A copy of him. Still, the oddest thing was the 
low gravity. 


Derevyashko was done with his meal. 

“We still got a couple of hours to spare, what are we gonna do? 
We can walk along the river, fly in a park...” 

“No idea,” Grip insisted. “Zero. It’s my first day here, and I know 


C slepHtet Ha mleye, repo wemoBeyecTBa, OecileHHEIi 
CIleWMasIMCcT, MBI TeOA OT KYPHAJIMCTOB OTOMBaeM, B 3aKYTOK 
OTBOJHM, Harpaxkjaem V Tora yOuBaem? Yac oT yacy He 
nmerue. Y MeHA Hed NONyulle: Jabali yale Kak-HHOyyb 6e3 
yOuHCcTB, ayHO? 

— A TAK, KaK ceyac, 3TO, 3Ha4HT, He yOHHCTBO? 

— Hy BOT xe TI, KHBOH, — yOexkeHHO lapupoBan JlepeBslKo. 

— Vi BbI yTBepKjaeTe, YTO MHA TaM YHHYTOKWIM H A TOJIBKO 
O;MH? 

— {AK uTo Te6e Hu roBopt. Her Broporo Te6s. [pocTo Tak m0peH 
HaleBO HM HallpaBo He KONMpyIT, I'pull, TOABKO cO BCeMH 
pa3pelleHHaMy, COrlacHaMH H 3aMopouKaMu. 

— Kak cKkaxeTe, —I put NOMosryall, WIOXO CKpbIBad HeOBepHe. 
— A MOXHO y Hac OyzeT ceKpeTHad dpa3a? KoTopyi 4 BaM 
HallMUly, H ITO OyeT 3HAUHTh, YTO MCHA Opa ciacaTb? 

—Tloxasyiicta, — merKo cormacuca Jepepaiko. — Kaxas? 

— «CHHHi cHer», — npesoxun T'pun. 

— EcuIM xouellib, HO & J[yMat0, Haj[0 Kaky10-TO NOOOETaHee pasy. 
Takyi0, YTOOEI B OTUeTe He CMOTPesaCcb NOO3PHTeNIbHO. 

—TorJa... — 3anymMasica [pum — «cky4al0 10 MOpoxKeHoMy». 

—Jorosopumnce. IIpocTro Tak He IIMMIM, a eCJIM HallMllelIb 
— IIpwyeTuM Te6a ciacaTb. CaM WIM MONO KOrO-HHOYAb 
nowy ue. 

— Xopomo. A rye 3fecb TyasleT? 


BBIMBIB PYKH, [pH BHAMMaTeIbHO Ormajen ceOx B 3epKase. 
3TO JeHCTBUTeIbHO Ob OH, B CBOeH OObMHHOH ofexne. B 
KONHH ope xb. Komua ero. MW, 1p 3TOM, CaMbIM HeOOBIYHEIM 


absolutely nothing.” 
“Let’s have a ride then, if Mit’ka lends you a board.” 


This time they went to an almost normal apartment block. That 
Mit’ka boy handed them a board without saying a word, and they 
set off to a park. 

“Just after you've strengthened your bones! But anyway, try not 
to fall!” Dmytro Ivanovich admonished him. “Gonna turn on 
educational mode’, “don’t fly high’, “ifyou fall, aim for the snow” 
and “try to avoid flying into anyone” bombarded Grip, as he tried 
to take all of them into account at once. 

Standing on a board turned out to be the easy part. It didn’t 

fly higher than a meter, and neither did it accelerate too fast. 

Turning was simple and intuitive; the bit that required practice 

was not moving in all directions at once. But that was manage- 

able as well, so Grip has almost figured it out. He even flew 
around the park without falling or hitting anyone, ending up 
expectedly pleased. After checking his watch yet another time, 

Derevyashko hurried up. They returned the board and headed 

for the Palace of Reconnaissance, happy and red-cheeked. 


The Palace of Reconnaissance turned out to be a real place, and 
quite some grandiose marble place it was. It stood high like the 
Rosario administration, its steep steps partly occupied by the 
kids. A group of teens was singing, three younger kids were 
repairing a board. The entrance was branded with a face of 
Ilya Ilyich Svobodin, his side-view being easily thrice the Grip’s 
height. They entered a huge hall with sky-high ceilings, and 


OllyieHHeM Oia HH3Kas 'paBuTalus. 


On BepHyyica, JepeBaIIKO ~xKe Joel. 

—Y Hac elle NOYTH 7Ba aca, YeM 3altMeMca? MoxKHO 10 peke 
NOTYIIATb, MOKeM IO Wapky Womerarp... 

—JlonaTua He uMel0, — yOexKTeHHO cKa3am Tpun. — Boobme. 
SI TYT HepB Jens, HHYeTO y Bac TYT He NOHHMaN. 

— A Tofifem Tora KaTaTscs, ecu MutbKa JOcky act. 


B sTOT pa3 OHM 3allUIM B HENPHBLIYHBIM, HO ABHO XKHJIOM OM. 
He3HakOMbIM MaIbuvK MurbKa 6€3 JIMIHAX COB Bball HM 
JOCKy HM OHH HallpaBYWHcb B WapK. 
—Kak pa3 KocTH yxKpenum! Ho TI BCe paBHO He Maja, — 
Bpa3syMIa1 JImMutpo UBaHoBHy. 
«A Te6e O6yUAIONHH PEXKHM BKINOYY», «BBICOKO He B3eTHIIb», 
«eC Maya, TO B CHET» MH «TBI YK NOcTapalicd, HHKOTO He 
TocOuBal» MOCbIMaIHch Ha I'putla, M OH CTapayicd y4ecTb HX 
BCe pa30M. CTOATb Ha JOCKe OKa3asOCb J[eIOM HeCIOKHBIM. 
Bale MeTpa OHa He NOJHMMaslach, H pa3rOHATbCA CHJIbHO 
He JjaBayla. TloBopauHBaTb ObINO erKO H HHTYHTHBHO, a BOT 
UTOOEI MepeMeljaTbCa He BO BCe CTOPOHBI cpazy, NOTpeGOBasIOCb 
TompakTukogatsca. Ho [pun moura pa30bpaica u ja@Ke 
HeEMHOYO WowleTal 10 lapky, HH pasy He yiall, HHKOTO He COMI 
HW OCTAJICA OKHJaeMO AOBOMeH. B oYepeAHOH pa3 NOCMOTpeB Ha 
yacbl, JepeBsallko 3acoOupasica, OHM OTHECIM JOCKy OOpaTHO U4 
OTMpaBHAMCh BO ABOpell pasBeAKH, Becesble H POSOBOIeKHE. 


J[Bopell pa3BeqKH OKa3aJicd MECTOM COBepIIeHHO peasIbHBIM, Jia 
KaKuM. K TopxKecTBeHHOMY MpaMOpHOMy 3/{aHHi0 pa3Mepom C 


joined Aksat Dzhonatanovich on a bench nearby. The hall was 
mostly empty, but lively; people walked past, chatted on the 
benches. 


Derevyashko was looking straight ahead, waiting for something. 
Then checked his watch again, muttered “Where are they?”, 
and the very same second two people entered the hall from 
the opposite side, and adult and a kid with two short pigtails. 
They kept holding hands for several more steps, but then the 
kid broke free and sprang into a frontal assault, each giant leap 
modulating her war cry: 

“De-rev-ya-a-a-a-shka-a-a-a!” 

Derevyashko sprang up, extended his hands in a greeting 
and commenced an interception manoeuvre to the following 
commentary from Aksat Dzhonatanovich: 

“No, NO, no, no... 0-of”. 


Dmytro Ivanovich caught and lifted the girl off the ground: 

“Thal’ka! You parasite! Look how you've grown up! Last time 
you were what, half the size, and babbling something about 
diplomatic immunity...” 

That greeting made the girl shift into reverse and signal to lower 

her down, yet her squealing stayed friendly and cheerful: 

“How are you, how’s Maksimka doing?” 

“Awesome, wonderful! How are you?” 


Grip stood up and approached the scene; Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
followed and began the introductions: 
“So, here we have Martin Aleksandrovich Voronov, a defector.” 


aJ/MMHMCTpallMio Ha PosapHo TOKe BesIM BbICOKHe CTYMeHBKU. 
MectaMH HX OKKyIMposasM fjeTH. Kakve-To NOfpocrKH neu, 
Tpoe eTeH NOMMagle cue WH PeMOHTHpoBaM JOCKy, y 
BXOJja KpacoBalica Npoduib Anbu Wbvya CBoboyuua, BbIIIe 
Tpuma pasa B Tp. [pun wu imurpo VWBanosny 3a B Orpom- 
HbIM XOJUI C BbICOKAMM WOTOMKaMM. Ha cKaMelKe HeyjasleKO 
OT BxOfa OOHapyKWca AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY, H OHM YCeuIHCb 
paq0M. Xoyi1 ObUI MOUTH NYCTOH, HO KU3Hb TYT Oba, MOCTOAHHO 
CHOBaJIM KaKHe-TO JOH, KTO-TO pasroBapuBall Ha CKaMeHKaXx. 


TlepepamKo cMoTpen Mepex coGov, GyTO Yero-TO BbDKUAAA. 
TloToM B O¥epe HOH pas NOCMOTpell Ha YaCbI H IpoBopyam: 

— Hy rye? Ilopa 6 yxe. 

VU TyT Ke C [pyro CTOPOHE! H3 KaKOTO-TO KOPHOpyHKa BbIBep- 
HYJIM Be OUTYpE, B3pOcNad HW PeTCKad C ABYMA XBOCTHKaMH. 
HecKoOubKO War0B OHH IIPOMWIM 3a PYKy, a HOTOM JleTCKad BbIpBa- 
Nach HM MOHeCIacb B OOOBy!0 aTaKy WHpOweHHEIMH WaraMu, 
K@KBIM 13 KOTOPbIX MOLYIMPOBall €€ IPHBETCTBEHHBIM KIHU: 
— [Je-pe-Bs-a-a-a-IKa-a-a-a! 

TlepeBsllKO B TO BPEMA XKUBO BCTAI, paCKHHY PYKH H UpHro- 
TOBHJICH K HepexBaty, a AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY KOMMeHTHpOBall: 
— Het, HeT, HET, HeT... YXx. 


ZmutTpo VWpaxosv4 MoOsxsaTH JeBYOHKY, MOLHAI HM Toe 

TPOMKO HM pajjOCTHO MONpuBeTCTBOBaI: 

—Tambxa! 3apasa! Kak BbiMaxasa! B MpolubI pa3 TH pasa 
B Ba MeHbIlle ObUIa, H BCe YTO-TO IPO AMINIOMaTHYeCKHH 
HMMYHHTET JIONOTaJIa. 


The girl’s companion looked Grip in the eyes and nodded from 

afar. 

“And this is Thalia, your partner, an excellent agent. Good 
acquaintance of Derevyashko since the times he was catching 
her.” 

“And caught her twice!” Derevyashko added, well-pleased. “Once 
in the archive, and then once again in the council’s office.” 

“Thalia, this is Grip, your partner.” 


Skinny, loose-limbed, energetic Thalia calmed down a little to 

inspect Grip. 

“Where are you from?” 

“Rosario.” 

“Ever been to Kronnitsa?” 

“Nope,” Grip replied. “Only to Rosario and, since today, here.” 

“Are you good at lizard?” she kept on interrogating him. 

“People keep telling me I’m good at writing, but I'd rather wait 
and see what lizards think about it.” 


Thalia’s attention got diverted to Derevyashko. Grip also looked 
at him. Dmytro Ivanovich shamelessly enjoyed the show. 
“Lieutenant! Pitting a valenok’ against me? Are you serious” 
“Thalia!” Derevyashko, smiling wide, pretended to be offended. 
“First of all, it’s valenok, the stress falls on the first syllable. 
Second, if you know about my son, you know about the promo- 
tion as well. Third, it’s impolite, for he’s no felt boot, he’s your 
partner! And, finally, he’s your partner. Sort it out yourself.” 


A soft felt boot. Not a compliment. 


Tlepouka OT TaKOTO NPHBeTCTBHA HepeMeHHa HallpaBseHue, 

cTajla OTCTPpaHATCA, H MaXaTb, MOI, CTaBb OOpPaTHO. 

— Kak cam, Kak MakcuMka? — IIMIMaJia OHa IIpH 9TOM IIpHBer- 
CTBEHHO. 

— OTIM4HO, Mpexpacuo! Y Te6s yTO la KaK? 


T'pull BcTasI H WofolleN K ITO CleHe, 3a HUM CileqOM Mower 

AxcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY, B3ABINHH Ha ceOa IpesCTaBleHHUs: 

—Wtax, Tam crour MaptuH Azexcangposu4 Bopoxos, 
TepeOexKaHK. 

CIlyYTHHK J[eBOUKH, OCTAHOBMBINMHCA NOOfalb, KMBHYI, TAA 

Tpumy B rasa. 

—TI pul, 3HaKOMBC4, 3TO TaMa, TBOA HallapHulla, IpekpacHBlit 
pa3Beq4HK. OHH C JepeBAIIKOH XOPOMIO 3HaKOMBI, OH ee 
JIOBUII. 

— [Iga pa3a NoMa, — JOBOHO BCTaBH JIMuTpo MBaHoBHy. 
— B apxupe, a NOTOM elle B KaOMHeTe KOHCYya. 

—Tamua, 9To pun, TOM HallapHHUK. 

Xyfomapat, HecklaqHad HM a9Hepruuvad Tama noyTuxia u 

pasrmayqprBana [puta: 

— A TBI OTKyya? 

—C Po3apvo, — oTBeTH lpn. 

— Ana Kponuuue He ObIBamt? 

—He 6niBa, — oTBetun I'pun. — Ha Posapuo u TYT, fa H TO 
TlepBBIH eH. 

— SlepHHbIM XOPOmMo 3Haellb? — NpOAOWKHA OHA JOMpoc. 

—TOosopst, 4To MMMy Xopomo, HO yume ObI CHayasia IpoBe- 
PHTb, YTO 10 TOMY MOBOLY AyMaloT, COOCTBEHHO, AMepHUEI. 


Thalia looked humiliated, working on suppressing her emotions. 
Aksat Dzhonatanovich stepped forward, but she stopped him 
with a glance, breathed in, breathed out and stretched her hand 
out: 

“Listen, let's start anew. We were off to a bad start. Helga Thalia 
Voronov. Friends call me Thalia.” 

Grip shook her hand eagerly and smiled: 

“And I’m Grip Avdotievich Stavropolskty. Friends can call me 
‘valenok’.” 

Thalia has twitched a little. Grip interpreted that as a suppressed 

attempt to hit him with her left hand. Aksat Dzhonatanovich 

groaned disapprovingly, Derevyashko was having fun, Thalia’s 
father observed the fuss condescendingly, as if the drama was 
unfolding in a sandbox. And there was some woman with 

a tablet approaching them. She noticed Grip looking at her, 

stopped right where she was and loudly proclaimed: 

“Grip Stavropolskty, Helga Voronov, follow me to the press 
room!” 

“Bummer,” Dmytro Ivanovich uttered. He saw Grip’s questioning 
look and elaborated: “That means we’re not hearing anything 
useful here. Only there.” 

Aksat Dzhonatanovich quietly, yet legibly remarked, addressing 

no one in particular: 

“Look at the bright side. At least she won’t leech our blood over 
here.” 


Thalia was striding away; Grip tried to catch up and almost 
succeeded. The press room could fit, like, three hundred people, 


BHuMaHne TaJIMH pe3Ko Mepekmiounocb Ha Jlepepaliky. [pun 

NOMeAWIMI H TOKe WepeBbell Ha Hero B3IMAy. TOT HenpHKpLITO 

3a0aBILICd. 

— Jleirenant, BbI IpaBya BEICTaBHJIM IPOTHB Mes... BAleHKA? 

—Tasma! — femaHHo Bo3myTwica Jimurpo Vsanosn4 c 
HOBONbHEIM JIMIIOM. — Bo-MepBbIxX, He BayleHKa, a BaJleHKa. 
Bo-BTOPBIX, €CIM IpO CbIHa 3Haellb, TO HM pO NOBbIMeHHe 
3Haellb. B-TpeTbHX, 3TO HEBEKIMBO! OH TBOM HallapHHE! MV, 
B-YeTBEPTHIX, TBOM HallapHHK, CaMa u pas0upalica... 

TasIMa BBITIAfea MPHCTbDKeHHOM HM CTapaslach COBMagaTb C 

aMolwamn. Axcat JbKoHaTaHOBHY MONBITANICA MOAOHTH OsDKe, 

HO OHA OCTAHOBHJIa eFO B3IMAOM, MOMeqIMa H NpOTAHyia 

Tpumy pyky: 

—Tak, JJaBait 3aHoBo. Jlymaio, MbI He Tak Havasu. Xewbra Tanna 
Bopouos, Ad Apy3eH Mpocto Tama. 

[pul OXOTHO ToxKall pyKy H yBIOHYIICA. 

—A a — [pum Apgorpesuy CrappomompcKun. [na apysert 
IIPOCTO «BaJI€HOK». 

Tamla clerka epHymacb. [pul pel, YTO 9TO OHA xoOTeNa 

BpesaTb eMy MeBOH PyKOH, HO cyepxKamacb. AKcaT J>KoHaTa- 

HOBHY HeogoOpuTenbHo MpocTonal, JlepeBaltko 3aGaBiAIC4, 

a oTely Tam HaOm0fall 3a STHM CHOKOMHO-CHACXO{HTENBHO: 

NOAYMaellb, peOeHOK HrpaeT C Apy3bAMu B HecouHnuue. A elle 

K HX KOMMaHHH HallpaByiaach KeHWMHa C OObINMM YepHbIM 

TWlaHIMeTOM. 3aMeTHB OOpaleHHbI K Hel B3rMAy puma, ona 

OCTaHOBHaCb H IIpAMO OTTya IPOMKO CKasasia: 

—Tpun Crappononpcxun, Tamua Bopoxos, Nolmpolly 3a MHOM B 


but there were just three: two with mics and a woman with a 

tablet. She escorted them to the centre and said: 

“Go ahead.” 

“Where to?” Grip asked. 

“Tell us about your mission,” one of the journalists stretched his 
mic towards him. 


Grip hesitated. Thalia looked at Grip expectantly. 

“We're heading to Epsilon Indi 3,” Grip began slowly, “to the first 
extraterrestrial intelligence we've ever met. We're excited that 
humans are not alone in the universe. Lizards and us have much 
to learn about each other, and I hope we'll make good friends 
with them... our kids— us, with them.” 

“We are honoured to represent the humanity,” Thalia picked 
it up confidently, “in such an important intercivilizational 
mission. And we are confident that it will mark a new 
beginning of a wonderful intercultural collaboration.” 

The journalists, satisfied with what they heard, roamed away. 

Thalia made a beeline to the exit, Grip followed her: 

“And why are you so sure everything will be wonderful?” 

“Cause otherwise they won’t release this video,” Thalia brushed 
him off. 

“Huh.” 


Their escort was waiting in the hall, but the woman with a tablet 
displayed no intentions of stopping and headed left to some 
hallway: 

“This way, agents.” 


3aJI ALA Mpeccs!! 

3aTeM pasBepHyacb H MOWWIa O6paTHo. 

—Hy Bot, — Bplppaocb y Jepesaliku. OH MovMal B3IAy 
[pula WH pacKpbUI MBICIb. — 9TO 3HaYHT, YTO HMUeETO 
T1OJe3HOTO BaM 3/feCb He CKMKYT. Bce TaM. 

A AxcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY THXO MH OTUeTIMBO IpoBopyall, HH K 

KoMy He oOpaltjascb: 

— XOTb TYT Hallly KPOBb MT He yer. 


Tawa ylWla WHpoKHMH WaraMH flaeKo Biepex. pun 

MOcTapaicd ee JOTHAaTb HM MOUTH AOTHAM. 3a AVIA Mpeccbl MOF 

YMECTHTb YeNOBEK TPHCTa, HO B HEM OBUI TOMbKO Tpoe: Boe C 

MHKpo@oHaMH H Ta \KeHIMHa C WaHWeromM. Ova npoBoyWa 

HeTeH B WeHTp 3ayla, H CKa3asia: 

— Buepeq. 

— Uo Bnepeg? — He nous Ipun. 

— PacckakuTe 0 Ballet MHCCHH, — BbITAHYJI K HeEMy MHKPODOH 
OHH 3 pellopTepos. 


T pum 3amMayicd. Tava TOKe BLDKHaTeIbHO CMOTpella Ha Hero. 

—MbI oTnpaBademca Ha Incwi0oH Mugu 3, K MepBomy BCTpe- 
YeHHOMY HaMM MHOIWIaHeTHOMy pa3yMy, — Me/WIeHHO 
Hayat [pun. — MblI o4eHb pagbl, 4TO MOMH He OHH BO 
BCeICHHOH. AljepHjaM H HaM NpesCcTOuT elle MHOTOe y3HaTb 
Dpyl 0 Apyre, H A Hajleiocb, YTO MBI C HUMH TOLpyKAMCS, 
Halll [eTH... MBI... C HX JJETbMH. 

—Mbl 20pdumca uecmbi0 npedcmaenamb Yenogeuecmeo, — 
yBepeHHO IoyxBaTHa Tava, — 6 cmomb BaKHOl mexcuu- 


Thalia waved at her dad, Derevyashko waved at her, in the end 
everyone waved at everyone else and the kids disappeared into 
the hallway. From there they turned left into a room with multi- 
ple stalls. The tablet woman sent Grip into one of them, and, half 
a minute later, a large guy in white joined him. 

“Just arrived, huh?” 

“Uh-huh.” 

“Just look at what they’re doing, huh. No shame, no conscience.” 


The man looked Grip into the eye, whipped out a syringe. 

“Any last instructions?” 

“No,” Grip hesitated nervously. 

“Wishes?” 

“No.” 

The man lowered the hand back. 

“Hey, is everything alright?” 

“Physically? Yeah, I’m fine.” 

“Well, that’s the only thing that matters to me,” the man said with 
a smile, as he performed an injection. 


BUIUZAYUOHHOU Muccuu. H Mol yeepeHbl, UMO OHA OMMemUM 
Hog0e HAYANO 3aMevaMeNbHO2O CoOMpydnUNecmea MeHCOY 
HAWUMU KWIbMypamu. 
PemopTepos, KaKeTCA, BCe IOMHOCTLIO YCTPOHMO, MOTOMy 4TO 
OHM, Kak 10 KOMaH[[e, OTOWMNM BIMyOb 3ama. Tala yCTpeMH1acb 
K BBIXOY, [pull WocMefoBal 3a Hel. 


—A nouemy... Mbl, COOCMBEHHO, MaK yeepeHa, UMo Bce npotidem 
CMOMb 3AMEYAMEbHO ? 

— Tomomy umo uHaye ou He BbInycmaAM 3MO Budeo, — OTMAX- 
Hymacb Tava. 

— 0 Kak. 


Vx conposoxxyarollve XKasIH B XOJUIe, HO KeHIMMHa C WaHile- 
TOM He coOMpamacb OCTaHaByMBaTECa. CO COBAMH «aYeHTH, 
clOfja», OHA CBEPHyJa BEBO H HallpaBHacb B KAKOH-TO KOPHOp. 
TalMa MoMaxasla oTHy, JepeBaAlKo NoMaxall eH, B HTOFe BCe 
TOMaxayIH BCeM H OHH C TasHel CKpBUIMCh B KOpHyope. Tam 
OHM CBepHY/IM B KaKyt0-TO ABepb, 3a KOTOPOH OOHapyKHIIOCb 
MHOKeCTBO KaGHHOK. )KeHINHHa HalpaBuna Tpuna B ODHY 
M3 HMX, OH Cel Ha MATKOe CHfeHHe M CTal KMaTb. Yepes 
TIOJIMHHYTE B KaOHHKY 3alllel KPelKMH MyKYHHA B OeIOM 
cmpocut: 

— ToubKo npH6ni? 

— Ara. 

— Bor 4To jlenaior, a. Hu cTbIja, HH COBeECTU. 


Myxunua 3arianyl lpuiy B ria3, FOcTayl WMpHun: 
—TlocieqHHve HHCTpyKIMH ecTh? 


— Het, — 3amemKasica I'‘pun. 

—TloxenaHua? 

— Her. 

Myxunua yOpan pyky co IIMpHijeM BHH3: 

— Bee B nopsyKe? 

— Ousnyecku? Ja. 

— Hy, TOMbKO 3TO MeHA H BOMHYeT, — yIBIOHYIICA MYKYHHA 
cesall YKOI. 


(Not) understood 


As something large began unsticking from his back, Grip 
convulsed involuntarily and went awake for a second. He was 
being carried somewhere, and, once put down, fell back into 
deep sleep. 


Next time Grip woke up much later, well-rested, on a bed that was 
both too large and too tall for him. The air was so hot, the thin suit 
was a life-saver. A night stand offered two shot glasses, a phone 
and a hooded suit. Grip reached for the phone; there were no 
news altogether. The contact list had the following people active: 


* Daniel Washington 

* Helga Voronov 

* Trakli Kosmovich Shpreigl 
* Lee Cheng 

* Lisa Frei 

* Maria Stinner 


(He) NOHATHBI 


Korgja 4TO-TO OoNbM0e cTaNO OTMMMATb OT ero CHMHEI, I'pun 
COMPOrHyICA, H Ha CeKYHAY Upocuysica. Ero Kyja-TO HeCIIN, 4, 
KaK TOJIbKO MOO/KHIM, OH CHOBa IPOBAIWJICA B TTyOOKHH COH. 


Bropod pa3 OH IPOCHYJICA yKe Topasy0 103Ke, BEICHABLIMMCA, 
Ha C/IMIIKOM PK BBICOKOH H OOMbIMOM AVIA Hero KpoBaTH. BEUIO 
*KapKO, HO O4eHb BbIPyYa TOHKMH KocTiom. Ha TymOouKe 
CTOAIM [BE PIOMKH, J@OKaH TeledouH HW cKadaHyp C MATKHM 
Iumemom. [pun WoTaHycad 3a TemedoHom. Hopocreit TyT He 
OBI0 BOOOMTe. B cIIHMCKe KOHTAKTOB aKTHBHBIMH 3Ha4HJIHCb: 


¢ BalliMHITou J[9HHeN 

* Bopouos Xeypra 

¢ VWpanoga CrasiuHa OWIAaHTbeBHa 
* CruHHep Mapua 

* Opati JIusa 

* Yeur Ju 


* Stalina Filantievna Ivanova 


The room was less of a room and more of a flimsy, hastily 
assembled section in a hangar of sorts. The door was outright 
missing from the door frame. Nobody lined up to drag Grip 
through another hazy montage of places to be, things to ponder 
and people to forget. Not in the room, not behind the corner. 
Grip ventured further, and, a turn later, got spotted by a burly 
woman carrying a long pole. 


“Grip! Good morning, how was your sleep?” 
“Great, thank you.” 


His head didn’t hurt this time, and the Arkadian lightness went 
away, something he only noticed just now. The woman briefly 
toyed with her phone. A brief quiet symphony of noises spread 
around the hangar, someone stood up nearby. 


“General assembly?” 
“Uh-huh. Let’s lug that thing over there, then we'll go meet the 
others.” 


Grip grabbed the rear end of pole, and they carried it through 
the hallway into a mostly empty section. It didn’t look like his 
assistance was particularly useful. 


“I'm Stalina Filantievna, I, well, housekeeping’s on me. If you 
need something, personal or for work, that’d be my duty to help. 
Halt— put it here and let’s go to the canteen.” 


The station looked like it was undergoing some renovations 


¢ Tnpetra Upakmmi Kocmosu4 


KomMHaTa ObII0 HeEKOTOPOH YCMOBHOCTHIO, XJIMIKOM, Hactex 
coOpaHHOH ceKI{veli B KaKOM-TO aHrape. /[BepH B KOMHaTe Tak 
H BOBCe He ObIIO. He ObIIO H OYepesH H3 He3HaKOMUEB, TOKO 
HM BBDKMMalOUIMX, KOrja OH OTKpOeT rasa, YTOOLI YCTPOHTS 
emy elle OHY Kapyceylb H3 HOBBIX MCT, HHCTPyKIMH Hi JMU. 
Hu B KOMHaTe HUKOTO, HM CHapyRH 3a yriom. pun mobpen no 
KOPHOpy, H, MOBOPOT CILyCTA, OBI 3aMeUeH KpelKO COKEHHOH 
KEHINMHON, HecyleH AHHHY10 WITaHTy. 


—Tpum! Ho6poe yrpo, kak cramocs? 
— Cmacn6o, xopomo. 


TomoBa B 3TOT pa3 He Gomena. M merkocTb ApKagqHu npomma. 
)KeHIHHa UTO-TO MOHMKUMaIa B Teseoue. Tam Ui TYT Ilo BCeMy 
aHrapy pa3/jalHcb THXHe 3BYKH, KTO-TO PpAOM BCTaI. 


— 06m c6op? 
— Ara. Cefyac OTHeCeM 3TY WITYKY H NOMfemM 3HaKOMHTECA. 


[pull B3sIcd 3a 3a[HHM KOHell MITA W OHH YHECIIH ee B IOUT 
TycTOu 60K. He ObUI0 TOxoKe, YTOOHI KEHIMHE JJeHCTBATEIbHO 
Oba HY KHa eT TMOMOMIb. 


—Meua CtaMHon OuAHTbeBHON 30BYT, A 3/[eCb, TAK CKa3aTb, 
110 Xo3aHicTBy. EcaH 4YTO WoTpeGyerca, IM4HOe HIM JA Jena, 
9TO KO MH. CTOH— clOf{a Ka/{H, H WOHeM B CTONOBY10. 


Ba3a, Cy 10 BCeMy, HaXOjMsacb B IIpolecce lepelaHHpOBKH. 
TlomoBuHa ceKIMH MycTOBasla, YaCTb Oba 3aBaleHa HeBECTb 


and repartitioning. Half of the sections were empty, some were 
packed with who-knows-what. Stalina Filantievna picked up a 
display on their way, and placed it on a large table in the canteen. 
Grip wouldn’t call that room a “canteen”, by the way: a canteen 
is supposed to have trays, racks and tables, not armchairs and 
a sofa. But “kitchen” suited it even worse, as kitchen is where 
people cook. 


Stalina Filantievna poured him a glass of water, while explain- 
ing what sort of food do they have and where the showers and 
restrooms are. Grip took a quick peek, and the facilities sure 
didn’t live up to his space tech expectations. If anything, they 
were something in between the ones at home and the ones at 
school. 


By the time he returned, the canteen was much more agitated. 
The large sofa gained two young ladies; Thalia stormed in, 
stomping loudly, greeted everyone and jumped into one of the 
armchairs. The last one to enter the room was a man of a ripe... 
well, an old man. And the screen now featured two guys sitting 
next to each other. 


“Welcome our new contact group, Thalia and Grip!” Stalina 
Filantievna began. 

“Hello! Have fun down there!” one of the guys greeted them 
warmly. “I’m Dan, and it sure is boring up here.” 

“Our communications genius,” the old man remarked quietly. 

Grip tilted his head back at him. 

“And this is Lee,” Stalina Filantievna continued. “His area of 


yem. Ilo nyTH CratuHa DyaHTbeBHa MpuXxBaTHla AMCIeH, 
KOTOPEIH MOCTAaBHa Ha GOMINO CTO B CTONOBOH. I'pun OBI He 
Ha3BaJl ITO MOMeIMeHHe «CTOOBOM»: CTOIOBAaA ITO C HOMHOCaMY, 
pa3yjayel, crolaMH HW YK TOUHO 6e3 AMBaHa H Kpecen. Ho u 
COBO «KYXHA» eMY He OYeHb WO. KyxHa — 970 Tam, rye 
TOTOBAT. 


CramMHa OwaHTbeBHa HasMa puny crakaH BOs, paccKa3bl- 
Bas, KaKad OplBaeT effa H Tye TyalleT c Lyle. [pun sarnaqnyy 
TyHa H3 MHOOOMBITCTBa, HO eTO CMYTHBIM IpeycTaBleHHAM 0 
KOCMHY4eCKHX TeXHOMOTHAX CaHy3e Hy HMKaK He COOTBeT- 
cTBOBa. B mkKowe MH OMa Take .Ke ObIIM, MoOombIIe u 
TOMeHbILe. 


K ero BO3BpalleHHI0 B CTONOBOH xe OBI aKHOTAK. JIMBaH 
oO3aBelIcCd JBYMA MOMO/IMH [eByIIKAaMH; IpOMKO Tomas, 
BOexKala TalHa, MOsqopoBalach HM 3allpbITHya B OHO u3 
Kpeces. TlociteqHuM 3allel MOUTeHHOTO... Ja YTO TaM, CTapHK. 
Ha qucritee ObUIM elle 7BOe NapHeli, CHA ALIMX pao. 


—Tonpueemcmeyitme Hawy Hoey KOKHMAaKmHyO epynny, 
Tanuo u puna! — nayana CtaMna OyaHTbeBHa. 

—IIpusem! Iosecenumecb mam, exu3sy! — pajtyHo 103,0po- 
BasICd OHH V3 lapHel c sKpaHa. — 4 — Jan, u mym y Hac 
HABEPXy OMKPOGBEHHO CKYYHO. 

—TeHuaNbHblil C6AZUCM, — HECIIeMIHbIM TOOCOM OTPeKOMEeH- 
WOBaJI eo CTapuK. 

[pul BONPOCHTeJIbHO NOBepHYJICA K HeMy. 
A amo — JIu, — mpofowKuia CrantuHa OuaHTbeBHa. OH y 


expertise is flying. And everything power now.” 

“Hi,” Lee greeted them in Russian for some reason. He was 
rather... reserved? Humble? 

“Youre an astrophysicist, aren’t you, Lisa?” 

“At least that’s what my diplomas say. Long story,” the black- 
haired lady smiled back. 

“Maria is our resident biologist—” 

“That’s right, all about the local lifeforms,” the other one nodded. 

“And last, but not least, Irakli Kosmovich,” Stalina Filantievna 
gestured towards the old man. “Our expert on languages, dead 
or alive.” 

“Mostly the dead ones,” Irakli Kosmovich concluded after some 
contemplation. 

“Thalia’s one famous spy—” 

‘Not by a conventional definition-,” Thalia began to argue. 

“and Grip translated that tale about a hen...” 

‘Nice to meet you,” Grip greeted his smiling colleagues. 

‘T still don’t get it, by the way,” Maria admitted. 

“It’s OK, don’t sweat it,” Stalina Filantievna reassured her. 

“Good job with the translation,” Irakli Kosmovich praised Grip. 


“What happened to the previous contact group?” Thalia asked. 

“Straight to the point. I like her,” Dan pointed at her. 

“We, uh, messed up,” Maria picked the words carefully. “Chances 
are, lizards don’t want to talk to us any more.” 

“Off to a great start, aren’t we,” Thalia rolled her eyes. “How bad 
is the situation?” 

“At one point they went as far as to state ‘you’re here, we don’t 


Hac no nonemam. H, menepb, IHepeuu. 

—TIIpuset, — mo3gopopaca c 9kpaHa JIM, movemy-To Ha 
pyccKoM. OH OBI KaKHM-TO... C}ep)KaHHbIM? CKPOMHEIM? 

—A mbl y Hac — acmpogu3ux, eepxo, JTu3a? 

— Io Kpaitneti mepe max HanucaHo 6 Moux Ounnomax. JToneaa 
ucmopuA. — YIBIOHYAaCb Ta, YTO C YepHBIMH BOMOCAaMH. 

— Mapua — nau 6uonoe— 

— Bce mak, no mecmueim PopmMam dcu3zHU, — KMBHYJa BTopad. 

— H nocneduuii no ovepedu, Ho He no 3KaXYuMocmu, Upaknuit 


Kocmopuy, — CTaiwHa MUsIaHTbeBHa Ceala XKeECT B 
CTOpoHy cTapHKa. — 9KCnepm NO A3bIKAM, MUCbIM UL 
MepmeébiM. 


—Cxopee, @ce-maku, no Mepmebim, — paccyyun YUpaximit 
KocMosiy Mocile HeEKOTOPOTO pa3sMBIIUIeHHA. 

— Tanua y Hac — u3eecmuan wnuoKKa— 

— He 6 o6btuHom cmbicne— — 3actopwia Tams. 

—-a Ipun — aemop nepesoda cka3ku npo KypOuKy... 

—TIIpuamxo no3xakomumeca, NOMpHBeTcTBoBal [pun 
3aybIOaBIMHXCA KOJUET. 

— A, Kcmamu, MaK U He NOHAA, — IWpu3Hasacb Mapua. 

— IMO HOpMAIDHO, He nepescueati, — NOCHeWMa YCHOKOHTS ee 
CramHa OwaHTbeBHa. 

— Ommu4nbiii, Mexcdy NpOwUM, ebllueN Nepesod, — TOxBaHN 
ero Mpaxnuit Kocmosuu. 


—Ymo caryuwiocb Cc npownou KOoKMakmHOU epynnou? — 
cupocuaa Tama. 
— A ona mMue Hpasumca. Cpasy K deny, — cKa3am JI3H. 


talk, you’re not here’,” Irakli Kosmovich slowly quoted. “The 
exact meaning of that is, of course, up to interpretation, but it’s 
not that hard to arrive at one where they no longer want to talk 
to us and would rather prefer us to leave.” 

“Now youre just being dramatic,” Stalina Filantievna shook her 
head. “Right after that they were reminded they’ve agreed to 
grade the essays, and they had no problem doing that. Maybe 
they liked yours so much, or maybe they forgot what they’ve 
said before, but they’ve subsequently agreed to meet with a 
new group in the end.” 

“New of ours speak to new of yours, new of yours speak to new 
of ours’” Irakli Kosmovich proclaimed monotonously. “Again, 
we’re not really sure ‘new’ means ‘younglings’ and not just ‘new 
faces’, but we’ve decided to seize the opportunity and phase out 
most of the crew— 

“To give them some rest, long overdue,” Lisa interjected. 

“and try to reignite the lizards’ interest with an all-new contact 
group of kids.” 

“We already went without contact for one evening,” Maria said 
in a worrying tone. 


Grip lost count of all the new English words they used, but, 
somehow, the general meaning still was unambiguous and easy 
to infer. 


“What did we do wrong the last time?” Grip asked. 
“We're not supposed to tell you,” Irakli Kosmovich said slowly. 
“We want a fresh start, and we don’t want you to inadvertently 


— Mb, 9, o6naxcanucb, — lopGupana cnoBpa Mapus. — Ecmb 
BepoxMHOCMs, YMO AlYepUYbL Goble HE XOMAM Cc HaMU 
pazeoeapueamb. 

— OmauuHoe Hayao, — 3aKaTUla raza Taya. — HackonbKo 
6ce NOXO? 

—Jfowno 00 mozo, YMO OHU 3AABUTLU: «bbl 30eCb, Mbl He 
2060puM, @bl He 30eCb», — MEeJIIeHHO IpomluTupoBan 
Upaxnnit Kocmosny. — Tym ecmb, KoHeuHo, npocmpakcmeo 
dna uxmepnpemayuil, HO HecnoxcHO dolimu do makoi, 
6 KOMopoll OHU He XOMAM C HaMU 206opumMb U BoobWe 
npednowumarom, YMOObI Mbl YOUPANUCE. 

—A 1 0yman, 4mo bl Opamamu3upyeme, — NoKa4alia TonOBO 
CramuHa DyylaHTbesHa. — Cpa3y nocne 3moz0 uM Hanom- 
HWIU, YUMO OHU ObeIMANU NpOBepuMb COUUHEHUA, U HUYEZO, 
nposepunu. A MAM MoO AU UM MAK NOHPABUNOCd, MO MU OHU 
yenenu 6ce 3a6b1Mb, HO OHU CoeMacuNUch nNpodonHUMb C 
Hosolu epynnou. 

— «Hoeblli HAW 2060PUM C HOBbLM BALUUM, HOBbIIL Balu 2o6opum 
C HOBbIM HaluuM,» — pa3MepeHHO MpojleKamMHpoBall 
VUpaxnuit Kocmosuy. 4, oname, Mol He NOMHOCMbIO yeepeHl, 
o3sHayaem J «HOsblii» MonodbiX WU Npocmo cMeHy 
COCMABA, HO Mbl PEWLAU BOCNONIOBAMbCA BOZMOICHOCMbIO 
u omnpasumb boNbuLy10 YACMb KOMAHObI Ha3ad— 

— Ha daeubim-daeHo 3acnyeHHblll omObLX, — BCTaBMNa JIu3a. 

—-l nonbimambca nodoepemb ocmbiewuuti uUMepec, NDUBesA 
UM Hoeylo epynny, U3 demeil, 

— Mbt yore odun eexep KaK 6e3 KOKMaKma, — OGecIIOKOeHHO 


fall into the same rut.” 

“But if we don’t know what offended them the last time, how... do 
we know what topic to avoid?” Grip insisted. 

The adults in the room exchanged quick glances, but the guys 

from above might’ve missed that altogether. 

“Well, that’s an easy one: technology,” Dan answered. “Our lil’ 
friends are afraid of our machines. Or, at least, very suspicious 
of them. Not entirely surprising, given they have none of their 
own—” 

“We're not sure about that,” Lee interrupted him. 

“We, uh, true, they’re quite secretive when the discussion comes 
to them, but it’s been almost two years and not a single thing 
suggests they do.” Dan clarified. “At this point, I'd be surprised 
if it turns out they do use tools after all, and it’s safe to assume 
they’ve got no spaceships. And no computers. They don’t 
understand this stuff, and they’re scared of it. And I can’t blame 
them, prehistoric humans would be scared as well. So, fellas, 
think twice before showing them... pretty much everything, 
they might not like it.” 

“Good point. Since we’re having a fresh start, ask for their 
explicit approval before bringing anything,” Stalina Filantievna 
agreed with him. 

“They call tech ‘complex objects’,” Irakli added. 


“So, what’s our goal?” Thalia asked. 

“Well, for starters, secure yourselves a second conversation,” 
Irakli Kosmovich stretched out the words. “The rest can wait.” 

“Splendid,” Thalia replied dryly. “That’s not helping.” 


cKa3ayia Mapua. 


put ciasicad WM MepecTall 3all0OMHHaTb BCe He3HaKOMbIe eMy 
aHTMMCKHe COBa, HO COMME CMBICI H 6e3 HHX OBI, BpOse Kak, 
OJHO3H@4HBIM H NOHATHBIM. 


— Ymo mol coenanu He mak? B npowetil pas ? — crpocu pun. 

—Ham ne nonocexo gam pacckasbigamb. Ham @cem HydKHO 
HaYAMb CHAYANA, U Mbl HE XOMUM, UMOOHbI Bbl HEBONbHO 
cKamumuc’ @ my Me KoNewW, — MefIeHHO MporoBopH 
Mpaxnuit KocmosH4. 

—Ho ecnu mMbl He 6ydem 3Hamb, Ha YMO OHU OOUdeNLUCd @ 
Npownbili pas, OMKyOa HAM 3HAMb, KAKUX mem u3zbeeamb? 
— HacTausBa I'pun. 

Bspocuble B KOMHaTe WeperviqHyIHcb, HO WapHH HaBepxy, 

BO3MOKHO, 3TOTO He 3aMeTHIIN. 

—AHy, 9mo eonpoc npocmou: mexnonoeuu, — oTBeTW J]9H. 
Hawu manenokue Opy3ba 6oamca Hawux Mawun. Hau, Kak 
MUHUMYM, OUeHb HACMOPOHCEHHO K HUM OMHOcAMCA. Ymo He 
OUCHb-MO YOUBUMENDHO, CBOUX y HUX CoBCceM Hem— 

— Mbt He 3Haem HagepHAKa, — Tepeoun ero JIn. 

— Mb, Hy, 0a, OHU OOBONbHO CKPbIMHbl, KOeda peub 3axodUM 
0 HUX, HO YMO-MO ye NOUMU OBA 200a, KAK y Hac éece ewe 
Hem HU OOHOZO Momy ceudemenbcmea, — yTOUHUT JIsH. — 
A, BOOOWE, CUALHO YOUBTIOCE, ECNU BbLACHUMCA, UMO OHU BCE- 
MAKU UCNON3yIOM OpyOUA, U YI MOYHO MOICHO CKa3zaMb, 
4YMO KOCMUNECKUX Kopadnell y HUX Hem. Kak u Komnbiomepos. 
OHU 3M020 He NOHUMAIOM, OHU 3Mozo0 boamca. H A HUKAK He 


Moey UX 6 IMOM euKUM. JToucmopuNecKue J0dU Obl Morce 
Oosnucb. Tak umo, pebam, Oeaxcdvl nodymaiime neped mem, 
KAK NOKA3bIeAMb UM... NDUMepHO UMO yeodHO, 3MO MozKem 
UM He NOHPABUMBCA. 

—Jmo npasurbHo, — cormacuacb c HUM CTamqHHa OwaH- 
TbeBHa. — Paz y HAC MyM Ho6oe HAYANO, 3apaHee Coenaco- 
eblealime C HUMU BCe, UMO ULM NpUHOCUMe. 

— TexHono2uu OHU HA3bIBAIOM «CNOHHbIMU NDeoMemamu», — 
nodaBun Mpaxnmi Kocmosny. 


— Tak, a 6 4em Hala yenb? — ciipocuia Tans. 

— Hy, dna Haxana dobetimecb emopoti ecmpeuu, — IpoTAHyN 
Upakmmit Kocmopuy. — OcmarbHoe mocem U nodos#cdamb. 

— ITpexpacuo, — cyxo oTBetuna Tanua. — Boobie He nomoeno. 

—FEcmb y eac ewe cogembl? — MombiTacad OBIT Oomee 
KOHCTPYKTHBHEIM pun. 

Hauyalica Bropou payHy NeperiabIBaHHH. 

— He nacmynume mam uu Ha Kozo, — Xi cHoBa JJ9H paspayqM 
HallpsKeHHE, IPOCTO He 3aMeTHB eTO. 

— Ta yo, 9mo Obulo Obl NNOXUM HAaYaNOM OunnOMamMUYeCKOII 
MuCccuu, — 3aKOUH pun C cepbesHBIM JIMIOM, Kora Bce 
OTCMeAIIHCb. 

—A KAaK Mbl ecmpemusucb? B nepertii pas, 6 cmbicne. H Kak 
ecmpeudemca cettuac? — JOUBITEIBaach Tass. 


3Ta HCTOPHA TOKE ObLIa CeKPeTHOM, HO, B TO Ke BPeMA, CIMINKOM 
Xopollei, YTOOEI eli He NOJEMHTECA, H B3POCIbIe YXBATWIHCh 3a 
BO3MO)KHOCTS paccKasaTb ee ellie pas. 


‘Do you have any other advice?” 
constructive approach. 

A second round of exchanging glances ensued. Oblivious to the 

tension, Dan defused it once again: 

“Don’t step on any.” 

“Yeah, that sounds like a bad start of a diplomatic mission,” Grip 
concluded with a straight face once the laughter subsided. 


Grip attempted a more 


“How have we met? Originally? And how do we meet now?” 
Thalia inquired. 

This story was also supposed to be secret, but, at the same time, 

too good not to share, so the adults all jumped at the opportunity 

to retell it. 


Epsilon Indi explorers landed on the third planet, because it had 
life and life is always interesting. Johnny was a geologist (and the 
life of the party, judging by how warmly he was remembered). 
One day, when he needed to measure one more thing, he did 
everything by the book: ventured out for 750 meters almost 
straight ahead, and placed a probe. The next day, when he 
returned to pick it up, he saw a lizard observe him calmly 
instead of immediately running away. Johnny observed it back, 
extracted the probe, and almost went back, when he noticed 
an isosceles right triangle drawn in the sand next to the lizard. 
So, Johnny being Johnny, he drew two more under the first 
one, and gasped, as the lizard merrily drew three more. Johnny 
then proceeded to act naturally, ie., dropped the probe and 
ran for the ship, while flailing his arms and being generally 


B 3ncwion WuaM KylakKH pellMsiM BbICaMTBCA Ha TpeTbet 
TylaHeTe, NOTOMY UTO TYT ObUIa 2KH3Hb, a KU3Hb — 9TO BCersya 
HHTepecHo. J)KOHHM Ob reomorom (a elje — AyMOH Komma- 
HHH, BCe BCIOMHHAIM eFO KaK-TO ocoOeHHO Tel0). Korga 
TOHAOOWNOC CielaTb KaKOH-TO OYepeHO 3amep, JDKOHHU 
He BBIJYMBIBa JIMIIHerO, BbIMeN H3 KOpaduA, mpomen 750 
MeTPOB Bllepey, MOUTH NpAMO, TaM M MOCTaBHI WaTUHK. A 
Koryja Ha CieLyIOWHMH JeHb BepHYICd, BCTpeTHI sAMepuy, 
KOTOpad OT Hero He WapaxHysacb, a CHOKOMHO ero pasria- 
yplBana. OH ee opasriAybIBal B OTBET, JaTYHK BbIKONAII, 
yke coOpasicad oOpaTHo, HU TYT 3aMeTHA PAOM C AlepHtert 
HapHCOBaHHbIM Ha MecKe paBHoOepeHHbI MpAMOYTOMbHBIM 
TpeyroubHHK. JDKOHHH, He Oyfb OH JKOHHH, He cMOr pout 
MHMO H HapHcoBall 10/, HHM ellie Ba. AjepHya BOXHOBMIAC, 
mo6erasia H HapHcoBasla 10/, HAMM XBOCTOM elle Tpu. anbite 
JPKOHHH Tope ceOa coobpa3ho CHTyalHv, a HMeHHO ToOpocat 
Bce H N100eKall Ha KopaGsb, pas3MaXHBad pyKaMH Hu KpalHe 
HeNOCHeHOBaTeIbHO OOACHAA, KAK HMEHHO ALEPH! pasroBa- 
PHBalOT C HAM IPAMOYTOLHBIMH TpeyrObHHKaMy. Ha KopaObse 
TOKe, B CBOIO OYepelb, NOCTYMMMM coobpa3sHo OOcTaHOBKe: 
IIpA#MO Ha BBIXO[e H3 W1I03a B3AIH eTO NO, OeNbI Py4eHBKH, 
HaKavaliM YCIOKOHTeIbHBIMH HW Haya Ke COrMacoBbIBaTb 
TleperpeBlemyca Ocpounoe BosBpalenue. Ho u Ha cylesyw- 
IMM eHub JDKOHHH HacTaHBall, YTO eMy HYKHO He Ha3az JOMoN, 
a Ha3ajl B MYCTBIHIO. A KOrga ero TyJa CONpPOBOAWIN, HallwIu 
TaM, PAJOM C JaTYHKOM HM 3HaKaMH, 03Ke NepeBeseHHEIMH 
KaK «MbI HaXO/[MMCA 3/feCb», Ke ABYX AMepuy. O7Ha H3 HAX 


inarticulate on how exactly are lizards talking to him through 
straight triangles. The rest of the crew acted naturally as well, 
i.e, apprehended and sedated him as soon as he left the airlock, 
then started arranging his early return. But the next day Johnny 
kept sticking to his story, insisting he doesn’t want to go back 
home, but rather back to the desert. When he was escorted 
there, they found not just the probe, but also two lizards plus 
the writing on the sand later translated as “we are here”. One 
of the lizards was running around, while the second one made 
“hurr-durr”-like sounds. And that’s how people and lizards 
established a meeting place. For a while people went there in 
planet suits; later they’ve built an entire meeting dome, one that 
Grip and Thalia would use now for their diplomatic activities. 


“All right, but before I show you your workplace and let you roam 
around the base freely: safety training. Safety first!” 


Thalia and Grip followed Stalina Filantievna along the broad 
hallway dividing the base into Fist and Federation halves. At the 
centre of the base this hallway widened even further, encircling 
two untidy boxes with wires growing on them in thick bunches 
and leading to some racks further down the hall. These turned 
out to be teleports that Thalia and Grip had arrived through. 


The hangar they were in was a ship no longer fit for flight, and, 
in case of an emergency, they were supposed to use pods, not 
teleports. Two pods, each able to seat ten, were always ready 
to bring them to the Fed ship at the orbit, and, from there, they 
could be teleported back home in peace. Formally, one was a 


Oeraya Tyfa-cloffa, a BTOpad H3faBasla CTPAaHHble 3BYKU, 103)Ke 
OKpelleHHble «<hurr-durr». Tak 3TO MecTO HM CTasIO MeCTOM 
BCTpeuH MOfel H AlepHu. Kakoe-To BpeMa Ty/a XOMIM B 
cKadaHypax, 3aTeM OG6opyAOBaIH WeNbIH KYO JIA BCTpe4, rye 
[puny 4 TaiMH HM Wpeycroso BeCcTH CBOIO JMIMIOMAaTHYeCKy10 
[le ATebHOCTE. 


— Tak, naduo, Hado noKazamb eam Bale pabouee Mecmo, HO 
cHauaa mexHuKa 6ezonacHocmu. BbesonacHocmb 6 nepeyio 
ouepedo! 


Tamua HM pun mom 3a CTaqMHoH DyaHTbeBHOH 10 
IMpOKOMY KOpHopy, pasyertABMemy Oasy Ha [Be MOJIOBHHEI: 
KylaKOB H Mefepaluu. B expe Oa3bI KOpHAOP pacwiMpayca 
elle CHJIbHee, UTOOLI OOOTHYTS 1Ba HEMPHATHOTO Bua ALKA, 
OT KOTOPBIX OTXOJMIM Jayble B KaKY!0-TO CTOHKY TOJICTEIE 
NYYKH MpOBosOB. ITO OKa3aIMCb TeelOpThl, Yepes KOTOPEIe 
OHH Ci0/Ja IpHOBUIN. 


Aurap, B KOTOPOM OHM OBI ceifuac, OKa3asicd KopaOylem, K 
B3leTY PK He lpesHasHayeHHBIM. B ciyyae upesBbEluaHHou 
CHTyallMH OeKaTb Woaraiocb He K TewelopTaM, a POBHO 
Ha0OOpor, OT HHX, K WUIONKaM. [Be WWIONKH Ha JJeCATb UesIOBeK 
KaKjad OBUIM BCeT {a TOTOBbI MOHATH HX Ha OpOuTy, Ha KopaGsb 
@eyjepaluu, a OTTy{a HX CMOIYT CHOKOHHO TeslenopTHpoBaTb 
OMOH. MopMasbHO ofHa WwUONKa Oba KyNaKOB, OHA — 
@epepalun, HO O@KaTh, eCIH 4TO, CeAOBaNO B OWKAMIMIYI0. 


CramMHa DyylaHTbeBHa MpoBeyla HX B TepBy!0 IMUIOMKY, 


Fed pod and another one was a Fist pod, but they should’ve just 
run for whichever one was the closest. 


Stalina Filantievna led them to the first pod, showed them a large 

red button and pressed a different, smaller one. The screens lit 

up to show Dan and Lee: 

“Long time no see!” Dan greeted them. “The only thing you need 
to remember is that red button. There’s another one, go find it!” 


The second pod across the base was a mirror image of the first 

one. 

“And here’s the second one, yeah. When something bad happens, 
press the red button, and I'll pull you up here. Be careful though, 
and I hope you'll never use this knowledge,” Lee summed it up. 


“Got any more questions?” Stalina Filantievna asked once she 
made sure they both remembered what to do. 
“What else do people have? On this planet?” 


(Stalina was irritated at how those kids ask questions. But if 
she thought it was yet another fad she can’t keep up with — 
distorting the language outside the confines of tightly regulated 
grammar and phonetics — she couldn’t be more wrong. The 
question intonation swings actually affected all ages alike — it 
was lizard, even when studied in its written form exclusively, 
that left this specific mark on how its practitioners spoke. Time 
and time again, the intonation peak crept earlier and earlier, 
occasionally missing the logic of either language; then came 
multi-peaking, and, finally, breaking sentences up. Most of the 


ToKa3ayia OOO KpacHy!0 KHOMKy, a Hakala Apyry., 

TOMeHbIe. Ha 3kpaHe NOABHIMCb [9H H Jin: 

—faeuo He eudenucb! — wtonmpuBetcTBoBan ux JI9H. — 
Tnasxoe, 3anomuume Kpacuyio KHonky. Ecmb ewe odna, 
Hatidume emopyio! 


Bropas MH0NKa ObiIa TOUHO TaKOH Ke, HO C IPOTHBONONOKHOK 

CTOPOHEI. 

—la, a eom emopaa. Kozda cnyuumca umo-Hubydb nioxoe, 
yemume KpacHyl0 KHONKY U A nodHUMY Bac cHOda. bydome 
OCMOPOIHCHbI, U, A HAadeWCs, 6AM 9MO 3HAHUe He npueo- 
dumca, — HanlyTcTBoBal JIn. 


— Ewe ecmb eonpocst? — cipocuia CramuHa OuaHTbeBHa, 
YAOCTOBEPHBLIHCh, UTO OHH 06a 3aNOMHWIH, UTO TelaTb. 
—A umo ele y modeli ecm? Ha amoii nnaneme? 


(CramMHe pesasio yxO TO, Kak 3TH eTH 3afaioT Bompocsi. Ho 
eC eH, KaK H MHOIHM, Ka3ajl0Cb, YTO 3TO KaKOe-TO HOBOe 
MONOJ@OKHOe TOBeTpHe — Mp 3apelyMpOBaHHEIX TpaMMa- 
THKe H POHETHKE HCKAKaTh A3ZbIK XOTA ObI TAK — TO OHA ObIIA 
COBepIN€HHO He Ipasa. «KayesiiM BONpPOCHTebHOM HHTOHAIHu» 
BCe BO3PaCcTHI OLIM OMHAKOBO MOKOPHbI — 9TOT OTMEYATOK Ha 
HHTOHAUMOHHBIM KOHTYp HaklabiBallo H3y4eHHe ALepHHOro, 
NYCTh Ke HCKMNOYMTeIBHO IMCbMeHHOTO. CiepBa nepeyioM 
TOHa POOKO CbesKal Bce OK H OWKe K HaYamy BOMpOca, He 
BCerya 10 NYTH Wonagad B OMKy XOTA ObI OHOTO H3 A3bIKOB; 
3aTeM IIPOCbIalacb MHOFOMHKOBOCTb, a NOTOM HayHHalv 
pBaTbcd MpeyioKeHua. CaMy Ke O{BepyKeHHEIe STOMY BKMA/ly 


affected didn’t pay enough attention to this impact of lizard on 
humans’.) 


“Let me see,” Stalina Filantievna frowned. “Not much, really. The 
ship, the pods, the solar panels— two ships: this ship, the ship in 
the orbit, and a small comms satellite. And the dome. I bet you 
want to see the dome.” 

Thalia stormed off to pick up her planet suit, Grip had to be led 

to his room. 


They reunited at the airlock, where Stalina lapsed into yet 
another lecture on safety. Turned out, the local air she charac- 
terized as “sorta wretched, even the lizards prefer ours” was 
deceptively safe. That made the smell useful, as one would 
instantly know they’re breathing wrong air. It wasn’t immedi- 
ately deadly or anything: in the absence of any better options, 
humans could survive for up to half an hour on local air alone, 
especially if they were to minimize their physical activity. In 
case of an emergency, running back to the ship without a suit 
wasn’t off the table. Even though, officially, it violated the safety 
protocols, under which they were supposed to wear “these 
fine soft suits of yours, no longer featuring all the imaginable 
state-of-the-art technology we had to painstakingly strip to, you 
know, put the lizards at ease”. After learning how to insert the 
air tabs, they’ve put the planet suits on. It soon became obvious 
why they couldn’t learn all of that on the go: sealed up correctly, 
the hood-helmet did an excellent job of dampening their voices. 
Without the comms in their suits, talking was an exhausting 


AMepHHOTO B YeOBeYeCKHe JOJDKHOrO BHAMAHHA ABJICHHIO He 
Ye.) 


— Jfaii-Ka nodymamb, — Haxmypwiacb CrammHa OvaHTbeBHa. 
— J[a monkom nuyezo. Kopabab, wonku, comHeunpie 
6amapeu— dea Kopa6aa: 9mom, Ha opbume, U ee ManeHb- 
Kull cnymxuK ces3u. MH Kkynon. Bam, HagepHoe, He mepnumca 
nocmompemb Kynon. 

TasMa 106eKasia 3a CBOHM CKadaHpoM, I'putia Jo ero KOMHATEI 

IIPHIMWIOCh IPOBOLMTS. 


OHH BCTpeTHIMCh y WO3a, rye CramMHa YCTpousa HM BTopy10 
JeKIMIO IO Oe30MacHOCTH, Tellepb yKe HapyKHOTO Mupa. 
MecTHBIM BO3/yX, OXapakTepH30BaHHBIH eM KaK «napwusrilt 
makoli, dake AlWepuubl NDeOnoYUuMaIoOM Halu», ObUI, OKa3sbl- 
BaeTCd, OOMAHYHBO Oe30NaCHBIM, a eTO HeMPHATHBIM 3allax 
— T10Me3HbIM, IOTOMY 4TO cpasy IOHATHO, 4TO BINH He 
Tem. He MrHOBeHHO CMepTeJIbHEIM, BOBCe HET; B Cily4ae YerO, 
OT KyMona 70 Kopa6OA MOXKHO OBUIO ObI AOHTH H Ha OHOM 
JMMb MecTHOM Bozpyxe. Ho 10 BceM MpaBHiaM Ges0macHocTH 
TOaralOCh HOCHTb «BOM IMU BAW 3aMeYaMeNbHbIe MACKUE 
cKag@aHopel, BbinomHeHHble NO nocnedHemy cnoey mexKoNoeuil, 
Komopble Mbl MAK 3AMYYANUCb BblKOsbIpugaMe... Hy, 3Haeme, 
padu OyulesHoeo cnoKoticmeua aAwepuy». TloroM Hajjo ObUIO 
YUHTBCA BCTABIATh TaOeTKH BO3fyxa, 3aTeM — HajleBaTb 
KOCTIOMBI. CKOpO CTasI0 HOHATHO, MOUeMY HeJIb3A OBIIO BCe 3TO 
paccKa3aTb Ha XO/ly: IpaBHJIbHO 3aCTerHyTbI WWIeM-Kall0lW0H 
3aMeUaTeNIbHO IIYWIMI 3ByYKH. PasroBapHBaTb 6e3 CBA3H OBUIO 


activity for everyone involved: one would need to shout, and the 
others would still have to stop moving and focus on listening. 


Once they got over the shouting part, Stalina Filantievna opened 
the hatch at last. It was really hot out there. An endless desert 
stretched around them, with only a couple of cacti on the 
horizon, here and there. And a transparent dome in front 
of them, looking blatantly out of place. Stalina Filantievna 
gave them time to look around, then invited them to follow 
her with a gesture. They walked towards the dome in silence. 
Approximately a hundred meters in diameter, the dome loomed 
impractically large and suspiciously empty. Up close, it looked 
even more transparent than regular glass. Grip’s gaze bounced 
between the dome and the sand beneath his feet, as if he was 
comparing them. 


They’ve entered the already open airlock: a small bubble stuck 
to a large bubble. Stalina Filantievna pressed a button, which, 
unexpectedly, was a single one for both doors: the outer one 
fizzed, hissed and rustled close, in sync with the inner one 
opening up. She removed the hood without waiting for the 
switch to complete; the kids followed her example. 
“That’s how the local air tastes like, take a whiff. So, this is what 
I meant by ‘handy’, with a smell like that, you won’t miss a suit 
malfunction.” 


The local air was, indeed, unpleasant, slightly bitter and not 
deadly. It was already yielding to the air that was much more 
familiar, but served way over the comfortable temperature. 


eOM YTOMUHTeIbHBIM: OJHOMY IIpHXOJMIOCb KpHYaTb, a 
IpyruM — 3aMepeTb H O4eHb COCpeOTOUeHHO CIYMAaTb. 


Kora OHH HakpHuasMch, CTaivHa MHaHTbeBHa OTKPbUIA, 
HaKOHEell, 0K. CHapyKH ObUIO COBCeM JKapKO. BoKpyr mpoctTu- 
palacb OecKpaHHad MYCTHIHA, Tyje-TO TaM Ha TOPH30HTe eye 
BHHeacb Napouka KakTycos. Hy H Kyou, Wepey, HAMH CTOAI 
OFPOMHBIH MpospayHbl KyMON, ecTecTBeHHO. CTatHHa DyaH- 
TbeBHa Jala HM BPeMA OCMOTPeTECA H TOMaHHNa 3a COOH 
KecTamu. Jo Kyloua OHM WIM Moya. MetTpos cTo B AHaMerTpe, 
GeCCMBICI€HHO BEICOKHH, MOMO3pHTeMbHO IyCTOH, BOMM3H OH 
Ka3asicd Take Ipospayvee NPHBHIYHOrO cTeka. Barmay puna 
3aMeTaJICA MEXKLY KyNOJIOM H MWecKOM M0] HOraMH, CAOBHO OH 
HX CpaBHHBall. 


OHH 3alllIM B Ke OTKPBITHIM WWII03 — CAOBHO MasleHbKHH 
TY3bIpb, HAMM Ha OobMOH. CramMHa OnaHTbeBHa 
Hakala KHOUKY H TYT \Ke CTama paccTerHBaTb Kalliol0H. 
Kuonka, HeOOKMaHHO, OKa3asach oOMeH Ha oOe TBepH: OHV 
3alllenecTelM, 3allypllaiHw u 3allMienw: HapyKHad crasa 
3aKPbIBaTbCA, BAYTPeHHAd — CHHXPOHHO C Hell OTKPLIBATECA. 
— Bom makoii ox, Mecmublil B030yx, BdoxKuMe, He Golimecb. 
Tlonamno, novemy «ydo6ublil» ? Ecnu nopeeme Kocmiom, mym 
oe 3amemume. 


MecTHEIi BosfyXx H WpaBya OUI HeIIpHATHBIM, TOPpbKOBaTEIM Hi 
HECMePTeJIBHBIM. OH yKe YXOMMI, yCTYad MeCTO IPHBETYHOMY, 
HO CIMIIKOM ropa4uemy. PeliH OHH NOOpOsHT BOKpyr 110 
MeCTHOM IYCTHIHe, Kapa Oba Obl NpoOMeMoH MOcepbesHee 


Were they to wander the local desert, the heat would likely pose 

amore immediate problem than the air. 

“It’s hot in here!” 

Thalia nodded in agreement enthusiastically. 

‘It’s not that bad,” Stalina Filantievna replied disapprovingly, 
“it’s just a seven-hundred-meter walk, and then you can take off 
your planet suits. Mind that you'll be meeting at sunset, when 
it’s gonna be much cooler. This,” she gestured vaguely towards 
the sun, “This is too hot for the lizards themselves.” 


From the inside, the dome looked even larger and emptier. The 
closer half featured a glass floor, the further half was sand. The 
airlock for lizards was on the other side, and looked, like, five 
times smaller. On the left, there was a stool with a water tank on 
it and... that was it. Nothing else in the entire giant dome. 

“So, here’s your workplace!” 


Grip was disappointed, looking around for more. He wandered 

around, as if somebody invited him over but moved out, 

and now Grip’s hoping for the hosts to show up and explain 

themselves. Thalia, disappointed over a multitude of other 

reasons, questioned Stalina Filantievna: 

“What do we do? If something happens to us here?” 

“Like what?” 

‘I don’t know, anything! What if a lizard bit us? Say...” 

‘Tm not sure they- uh, anyway, if something threatens your 
safety, just put on your suits and run for the ship.” 

“But what if my suit gets broken?” 


BO3]YXa. 

—JkapKko! 

TaJIMa COrmacHo 3aKMBalla. 

— Bce He mak nnoxo, — HeofoopuTenbHO Bospa3zHia CTamHHa 
@ylaHTbeBHa. — Bcezo cembcom mempoe npotimu, a nomom 
cKagiaHopel cHumeme. H eam cioda He OHeM XOOUMb, a Ha 
3aKame. A mak, — OHa HeonpeseseHHO MaxHyJla B CTOPOHY 
COJTHIa, — MAK U CAMUM AUJEPUYAM HCAPKO. 


VsHyTpH Kyo Kasasicad elle Oomee TpOMayHEIM H IYCTEIM. 
BIWKHAA MOMOBHHA Oba NOKPEITAa CTeKIIOM, NasbHAA ObLIA 
Tpocto necyanon. [m03 AA AMepHty OLUI c Apyrou cTOpoHE, 
pa3 B IAT MOMeHBIe YeNoBeyeckKoro. CneBa crosa TabypeTKa 
Cc 6aKOM BO/IBI Ha Heli H... Bce. bowbIe HAYeTO, OHA TabypeTKa 
Ha BeCb KyMOII. 

— Bom eae pabouee mecmo! 


[pul pazouapoBaHHo OposHs BOKpy!, BbICMaTPpHBad XOTb 

uTO-HHOyb ele. ByATO IpHUlleN B OCTH, a XO3MeBa CheXaJIM, H 

Tellepb OH XKfasl HX BOSBpalleHHA H OOBACHeHHH. HepOBOMbHA 

Oba H Tana, 10 MHJUIMOHY Apyrux IpHaHH: 

— Ymo denamb? Ecru c Hamu 30ecb uMo-mo cnyuumcA? 

— Hanpumep? 

— He 3xa10, 0a umo yeoouo! Alwepuua yxycum? CKazcem... 

— He yeepexa, umo— mak, 6 060M cryuae: ecnu Bam uMO-mo 
yeposcaem, Hadeeaiime cKaganopbl, u Ha 6a3y. 

—A ecnu cKagiandp cnomaemca? 

— ITycmb I'pum 6excum 3a nomowpi0. 


“Send Grip back for help.” 

“What if both our suits get broken? Then what?” 

“... in that unlikely case, either walk back without the suits, or, if 
it’s safer to stay here, just stay here, and we'll come pick you up, 
eventually.” 

“Look, I’m just saying I’d like it much more if we had radios or 
something.” 

“And I’m saying it’s not a walk in the park, young lady. You’re on 
a mission. On a frontier planet. And as far as space exploration 
goes, a very safe one,” Stalina answered coldly. “I don’t think 
you two are gonna die out here, not unless you put some actual 
effort into it.” 

“Can you make us hats? From the same material?” Grip asked, 
fiddling with a hood of the planet suit. “I don’t know what the 
evenings are like here, and I’m worried about the heat... If we 
need to stay here for long. And it sounds like we'll have to.” 

“... Yeah, your clothes could use some hood. We'll see. I'll print 
you two some caps or something.” 


They walked around aimlessly, for there was nothing to look at. 

“Is there anything else here? Except the water and the chair?” 

“The air tube.” 

Stalina Filantievna led them back to the airlock. The wall next to 

it featured a hole and a tube, softly blowing in relatively cold air. 

“Anything else?” 

“No, not really. Whatever stuff we had here, we’ve moved it back 
to the base. Tell me if you need something, and I'll print it.” 


—A ecnu 06a ckagiandpa? To umo? 

—... 6 IMOM MAaNOBepoAMHOM cryuae, NUG6O UdUMe HAZAd 6e3 
HUX, 1U60, ecru bezonacHell Ocmagameca MyM, CudUMe MyM, 
U, PAHO UU NOZOHO, Mbl 30 BaMU NpUdeM. 

—A umo xXOUXy cKa3aMb, MHe ObLIO Obl CnoKoilHeli XoOMA Oot C 
pauyuet. 

—A A Xouy cKa3aMb, UMO Bbl MyM He HA NUKHUK npuexanu, 
oxaa edu. Bol Ha muccuu. Ha nepedosott nnaneme. IIo 
MepkKam uccnedosamenell, mak o4ueHb GezonacHoli, — 
XONOMHO OTBeTHIa CTamMHa. — He dymai, umo éebl mym 
nompeme, no Kpattuett Mepe, He npUNAeAA K IMOMY YCUAULL. 

— A MOCHO HAM WAN? M3 mozo wwe Mamepuana? — CIIpOcHA 
TpHil, IpHMepsd WwlemM-Kalomon. — He 3naw, Kak mym 
BexePOM, HO A Nepexueaio Uu3-3a H#apol. Ecnu HamM mym 
nodoney cudemb... a 1 MAK NOKWMAI, 4UMo da. 

—... Jfa, Kaniowonel 6b1 He nomewanu... — cormacwmacs 
CramuHa DwiaHTbeBHa. — IIocmompum. A 6am Haneuamaro 
KaKue-HUOyOb Kenku. 


OHH elle UyTb-4yTb GecleIbHO NOOpOAWIM, HO paccMaTpHBaTb 
ObIIO peMMTeIbHO Heyero. 

— Ecmb mym ewe umo-Hubydb? Kpome 6odbl u cmyna? 

— Tpy6Ka c 030yxXOM. 

CramuHa OnaHTbeBHa OTBela HX Hasayl K WIO3y. PayjoM C HAM 
K cTeHe TOgXofMua TpyOKa, M3 OTBEPCTHA CllerKa Ay0 Npoxa- 
JOH. 

—A ewe umo-Hubydb? 

— He-a. Imo 6110, mo evtHecnu Ha 6a3zy. Ymo nyo 6ydem, 


As excitement yielded to nervousness, the base started looking 
like a backside of a yawn-inducing dark brown barn, with only a 
small entrance in the middle. Stalina showed them the button to 
open the hatch; they’ve left the planet suits at the bay. Grip asked 
to show him the way to Irakli Kosmovich, while Thalia went some 
place else. 


The old man sat at a desk full of papers, with papers in one hand, 
reading a paper from the other hand. He turned to the visitors 
and back to put all the papers into the right stacks: 


“Hello, hello, Grip. Iwas told to tutor you for a while. And I’m no 
teacher, not at all, so I’d like to apologize in advance for that. I'll 
do my best.” 

“Uh, hello. Please, teach me to talk with the lizards.” 

“Me? Na-ah.” 

Grip didn’t expect that. 

“What do you mean? I need—” 

“You'll be the one teaching me their language. It’d be all wrong, 
see, ifyou’re the one talking to them first-hand, who amI to teach 
it to you?” 

“But, wait, you sure know it better!” 

“Yeah, maybe,” — his teacher smirked. “But for how long? And 
modes-— Oh, let’s test you,” Irakli Kosmovich picked up a blank 
sheet from the blank stack: “Go ahead, write down: ‘I’m here’.” 


Grip took the mechanical pencil and wrote’, left-to-right: 


3from here on, the disjunct notation and vocabulary mirror those of the Federal 


eosopume, Hanewamaw. 


QHTy3Ha3M CMeHWJICA HepBo3HOcTHIO. Mspaneka 6a3a BbITIA- 
Wesla KaK 3aJHad CTOPOHa CKYYHOTO O 3eBOTHI capad. 
TeMHO-KOpHUHEBOLO, C MaJICHBKHM BXO/JOM Ilo WeHTpy. CramuHa 
@yaHTbeBHa WOKasasla KHOUKY OTKPEITHA OKA. CKabaHpbl 
OHH OCTaBHIM B Ww103e. [pH MOMpocH MpOBOAHTh ero 70 
Ypaxiua Kocmosrya, a Tad yiia Kyja-TO 110 CBOHM JeylaM. 


CrapHK cufen 3a CTOJIOM, JOMMBINeMCA OT GymarH, c byMaraMu 
B OHO pyKe, uHTad Cc GyMaru B Apyroli pyke. OH NoBepHysca 
K NOCeTHTeIAM, H TYT XKe OOpaTHO, pacKMaQbIBAaTb MMCTEI 110 
cTOmKaM. 


— 3paBcTByH, 30paBcTByi, I pum. Mue cka3anH MOObITb TBOHM 
yunteyiem. A 4, YeCTHO CKa3aTb, COBCeEM He yYHTeIIb, TAK YTO 
He Cepuai, YaHTb Oyy KaK CMOTY. 

— 3ppapcrBylite. HayautTe Meus, NoxKaslyHcta, pasrOBapHBaTb 
C AljepHyamu. 

— 5? He-er. 

pul sTOro He OKLA. 

—B cmpicyie? Mue Hy KHO— 

— 3TO TbI Oyfelllb MCHA YAH AX ASBIKY, TAK CKa3aTb, H3 epBEIX 
pyk. XopowH MBI 6yeM, eCIH TOBOPHTS C HHMH Oyjelb TEI, 
a yaHTE Teba OyAY A. 

— Ho BbI Ke JIyullle MeHA 3HaeTe HX ASHIK. 

— Moxe OsITb, — ycMexHYJICa ero yunTenb. — Ho Haonro 1H? 
He mpu6e— 0, faBalt-Ka TeOa IpOBepHuM... 

Vpaxnuit KocmMoBay B3sJ W3 CTONKH Ha CTOMe YACTHIM MCT 


“(exist] [here-in] [I’|” 

“Tired... we’re coming to you.” 

Grip jotted below: 

“(we] (be-tired] [go] [yous’]”. 

“See, you already have something to talk about.” 

“T can’t talk, only write.” 

“Heh, well, who can? But you can write.” 

“On the sand?” 

“Yeah, right. You write to them, they write back at you.” 

“.. [should give it a try.” 

“Sure, go ahead, if you want to. But first, translate this one...” 

Irakli Kosmovich wrote down another line: 

“(I] [be-proper-?]” 

Grip started scribbling “Am I”, then proceeded with “proper?”: 

“This one used to be translated as ‘good’, but now it’s ‘proper’,” 
he commented. 

“Correct,” Irakli Kosmovich nodded in approval, “We've realized 
‘good’ doesn’t suit— Boy, you really are more fluent when writing 
in their language than in your native one! OK, eh, you know 
what, I suppose you have more than enough on your plate for 
the first days. I'll report that you're studying Russian for the 
first couple of days, and you can just practice some handwriting. 
I do hope you'll be taking notes out there.” 

“Guess I'll need a simpler pencil,” Grip said, examining the 
writing implement once he was done with the word. 


methodological course on Epsilon Indi 3 language, second edition, evolving as 
needed 


6yMaru: 
— [TMmm: «a 37]ecb». 


[pu B39 aBTOMaTHYecKHH Kapanyal u 3amucan” cmepa 

Hallpapo: [CyIecTBOBaTS] |c10/fa-B] [1’| 

— YcTaBlHve... MbI HJjeM K BaM. 

[pum Hanvican wwe: [MBI] [ycTaBlMit] [HTH] [BEI’). 

— Hy BOT, BaM yKe €CTb O YeM IOLOBOpHTE. 

— § He YMel0 TOBOPHTS, TOJIBKO IIMcaTs. 

—AKTO XK yMeeT? byjfetTe NMcaTB. 

— Ha mecke? 

— Hy ja. Ts uM, onH Te6e. 

— ... Halo OyfeT MompoGboBatTs. 

—Tlompo6yi, KoHeyHo, ecu xouellb, — 3affyManca Upaxnuit 
Kocmosuy. — Ilepepequ-Ka elle 3TO... 

Vi 3anucas B CTpoky: [4] [IpaBMAbHBIH-1H?] pum cay BBIBOUTE: 

«A», 3aTeM Hepellen K «IpaBHIbHbI?»: 

— 9TO paHbllle lepeBOMMMOCh Kak «XOPOMHH», a Tellepb — Kak 
«IIpaBHIbHbId», — TOACHAI OH. 

—Bce Tak, — ofo6putTembHo KuBan Upaxnuit Kocmopay. — 
MblI IlOHAJIN, YTO «XOPOMIMH» emy He oveHE— Ja THI HW MpaBya 
Ha HX A3bIKe IMIMeIMb WpPOBOpHee, YeM Ha posHOM! JlaHO, 3, 
3Haelllb 4TO, Y TEOA, HaBEpHOe, CeHyac 3aG0T H Tak XBaTaeT. A 
B OTYeTAX HalIMIMy, YTO MBI MepBble Napy Hel 3aHHMaemMca 
PYCCKHM ASEIKOM, a TEI OKA NPOCTO NOTpeHupyiica MHcaTb 


2371ecb H Jaslee MCHOMb3YIOTCA FHS bIOHKTHAA HOTANHA U BoKaoyiap Ha OCHOBe 
BTOpOH pewqakiHn @ejepambHoro MeTOJIM4eCKOFO mloco6us 110 HW3y4eHH0 A3bIKa 
JmcHAIOH MuAH 3, FonomHAeMBIe 10 Mepe HeoOXOJMMOCTH 


OT pyKU. A Hajfeiocs, THI Oyels TaM JelaTb 3aMeTKH. 

[pull JOmMcal W pasriAbBal KapaHyalll. 

— Hapepuoe, nlorpe6yetca KapaHfall lompoute. 

—‘ He... XOTA, Tebe BUHeH, — MepeyMam mocpequ mpasbi 
VMpaxmmi Kocmopuy. — 93TO MpaBHIbHO, OHH JOOAT 
noupome. Japa Tora sTOT O6paTHo. 

— Tak 4Yemy BBI MeHA OyeTe YAHTH? A3bIKaM? JIMHTBHCTUKe? 

— Her, Kak pa3 A3bIKaM 4 TeOA VHT He WaHupoBal. AHTMHH- 
cKHH c TasMel NofHatackaelllb, AepHHbIM — C AlepuyjaMu. 

T'pull cBell OpoBH, HO BO3paKaTh He CTA. 

—A O6yqy TeOa MOMTATHBaTb M0 OCTaJIbHBIM WIKOJIbHBIM 
IpeyjMetaM: MaTeMaTHKe, HCTOPHH, YTO TaM ellje BBI cei4ac 
mpoxoyute. XOTA A He YUHTeIIB, Ja, 1 yKe TOBOPHI, HO 6yLy 
cTapaTsca. Bot jena, qa? UM tyT ypoxu. ber mo0Ka, 3aHMvCb 
YeM-HHOyb NOMHTepecHen. 


Tputl caM Halley cBOIO KOMHaTy. Korgla 0H pel 3aKa3aTb 
KapaHjjalll, TaKOW, YT06 Ge3 WWIacTHKa, OME rpuderb, obnapy- 
*KWIOCh MpoOlyWeHHoe OT TayMu: «HM cloyja, NOrOBOpHTS 
Hajlo». IIpHMVIOcb MPH3HATbCA, YTO OH He 3HaeT Kya, H TOTAa 
OHa IIPHIWIa cama. 


— Ham HyKeH IvlaH, — 3asBMla OHA Cc Mopora. 

— Her. 

TasIMa MOHANa B OTBeET OPOBb, yceacb Ha Apyrylo cropouy 
KpoBarTu. 

— 9M, B 4eM TBOA Ipobmema? 

— Mos mpo67ema B TOM, YTO TEI areHT. 


“I don’t... Nah, you know better. That’s fine, they like simpler 
things,” Irakli Kosmovich changed his mind mid-sentence. 
“Give me this one back then.” 

“So, what will you be teaching me, languages? Linguistics?” 

“No, the other way around, no languages. You can practice 
English with Thalia, lizard — with lizards.” 

Grip frowned, but didn’t argue. 

‘Tll be tutoring you on the other subjects: maths, history, 
whatever else you have these days. As I said, I’m no teacher, so 
Ill do my best. Classes, eh? Now go do something less boring.” 


Grip found his room all by himself. He decided to order a 
plasticless, solid graphite pencil, noticed a missed text from 
Thalia: “come here, we need to talk”, admitted that he doesn’t 
know where, and, in the end, she paid him a visit. 


“We need a plan-,” she began upfront. 

“No.” 

She raised an eyebrow back at Grip, sat on the other side of the 
hed: 

“Uh, what’s your problem?” 

“My problem is, you’re an agent.” 

“... and you?” 

“And I’m avalenok, remember?” 

“That remains to be seen,” she commented offhandedly. 

Grip threw up his hands instead of answering. 

“Anyway, what was the problem again?” 

“If lizards really wanted to talk with our kids, I don’t think they 


—ATbI? 

— §{ «BamleHOK», 3a0bUIa? 

— 3TO MBI elle MOcCMOTpHM, — Gpocwiia Ona. 

[putt Bo3/fe7 PyKU K HeOy BMECTO OTBeTA. 

— Tak 3TO, 4TO He TaK-TO? 

—Ecau AlMepHusl XOTeIM MOTOBOPHTh C HalHMMH JeTEMH, OH 
BpAy, IM HMelH B BHAY «<IIpHcbllaliTe BallIMX MaJIeHbKUX 
INMIMOHOB». 

— Sl He INMMOH. A areHT 4 AMIUIOMAaT. 

—«.., IPHCbUIalTe BallMX MaJIeHBKHX areHTOB H JJMMIOMaTOB». 
Kak, myulle cTayo? 

—A TBI 4TO, Ipefylaraeliib HEMOATOTOBMEHHBIX JeTeH MOcIaTh? 

[pul 3aMaxasl pyKOH, HO COB He Halllel. 

— 9TO pelleliT... HecuacTbd. — 3aKOHUMIIa OHA. 

PyccKHM OHa BJlajlea XOPOII0, HO He HeaJIBHO. 

— S Hajewocb, OHH 3TO MOHUMaI0T! YUHTHIBAIOT, UTO MbI — JIeTH. 
Kak-To. A TYT TEI. 

— $l He cormacHa, HO 4 NOHMMal0, 0 4eM THI... 


— Tak, a THI 4TO Tpesaraelib? — Hapylvia MomdanHe Tana. 

— He 3na10, — orsetun I'pun. — Moxetlb mpocro BecTH ce6?.. 
KaK HOPMaJIbHBIM peOeHOK? 

— Ene 61, — 3aaBuula Ta, YTO Ha 3TOM |Ke ABAKABI Wonasa- 
wach. 

— Hy Ja, KoHeyHo. 

—ATbI? 

— A? 1 Kak pa3 H eCTb HOPMaJIBHBIM peOeHOK. 

Tama oOusemacb. 


meant ‘send in your little spies.” 

“I'm not a spy. I’m an agent and a diplomat.” 

“Your little agents and diplomats’. Better?” 

“So? What are you proposing? Send in some unprepared kids 
instead of diplomats?” 

Grip waved his hand, at loss for words. 

“That's a recipe for... calamity,” she continued. 

Her Russian was good, but not ideal. 

“I kinda hope they understand that! And take into account that 
we're just kids. Somehow. But here’s you.” 

“T disagree, but I think understand what you're talking about...” 


“Alright, and what do you propose?” Thalia broke the silence. 

“I don’t know,” Grip replied. ”Can you just act? ... like anormal 
kid?” 

“You bet,” said the spy caught twice while pretending to be a 
normal kid. 

“Yeah, right.” 

“And you?” 

“Me? Iam a normal kid!” 

Thalia took offence at that. 

“And so am,” she replied after a while, “I’m not some kid-shaped 
monster. I’ve got parents, friends, hobbies...” 

“Like what?” Grip tried to defuse it. 

“T play soccer... when I’ve got a place to play,” Thalia got shy out 
of nowhere. “But usually I don’t, so I solve crosswords.” 

The silence grew to awkward lengths. 

“Whatever,” Thalia agreed out of nowhere. “So be it. It’s not like 


— Tak H # He MOHCTD KaKOH-To B @opMe pebeHKa, 1 — Toe 
pe6eHOoK, — HaKOHel| cKa3aJla OHa. — Y Me€HA TOKE eCTb 
pOAHTeIH, Apy3bA, YBAeUeHHA... 

—Vi 4em Tbr yBuleKaellbca? — MOMbITANICA paspaAqHTb oOcTa- 
HOBRY [pHi 

— {AB dyTG6ON urpaio, Korjla ecTb re, — Taua Bapyr 3acTecHsA- 
nlacb. — Ho oOBTdHO Heryfe HA pasraj{bIBalo KPOCCBOpABI. 

TIoBHCyI0 HeJIOBKOe MOJUAaHHe. 

— Hy u slagHo, — Bapyr cormacunacb Tamua. — Hy u nycts. A 
BCe PaBHO He 3Haw0, TO JemaTh. 

Ova OTKHHYacb Ha3azl W IPHCOHWACch K CTeHe: 

—‘ He 3Hal0, TO HM OT HaC HYKHO, H YTO MBI [OTOBLI HM 
IIpeWWIOKHTL, 1 TOKe He 3HaloO. 3aMeyaTeNbHbIe OyLYT 
TleperoBopel. 

— Sl JJ@xe He 3Hal0, Kak MBI COOHpaeMCca MeperoBapHBaTEcs. 

— Ha llecke nucaTb? — npennooxua Tass. 

— Hasepuoe... lotpeHupoBathca, MOKeT? 

—KpyTo, 4 B Jeme, — Tamva pxe clpbiruBaa C KpoBaTu. — 
Tlofijem, Halijlem CTasHHy. 


Taua mpHpea [puta kK TelenopTam, CtaiuHa OwaHTbeBHa 

CTOM1a HalIpOTHB OJHOTO H3 HAX. 3aMeTHB JleTeH, OHa BEIyAWa 

3 OHOTO M3 KapMaHOB /[Be NaHaMKu: 

— Teoil kapandaw ewe He 2omos. H meou wmyKu mose. 

— Mbt onamb xomum Hapyoxy, — 3anBuia Talus. 

—A xXouy nonpakmukoeambca nucamb Ha necKe, — YTOUHHI 
[pHi OTYaABINMCh MOHATb, Ha KaKOM A3bIKe C KeM TYT 
TOBOPHTE. 


I know what am I doing anyway.” 

She moved back to slump against the wall. 

“I don’t know what they need,” she continued. “And I don’t know 
what we can offer. These talks are gonna go just great.” 

“T don’t even know how do we talk,” Grip contributed to the list. 

“Write in the sand?” Thalia wondered. 

“I guess? Should we practice that beforehand?...” 

“Cool. I’m all for it,” Thalia hopped down already. “Let's find 
Stalina’. 


Thalia led Grip to the teleports. Stalina Filantievna waited in 

front of one. Once she noticed the kids, she fished two thin soft 

hats out of her numerous pockets: 

“Your pencil isn’t ready yet. And neither is your stuff.” 

“We wanna go outside again,” Thalia proclaimed. 

“I want to practice writing in the sand,” Grip clarified after giving 
up on figuring out which language to speak and with whom. 

Stalina Filantievna didn’t expect that, but had no objections. 


“Could you print us a ball?” Thalia asked along the way. 

“What, a ball? What for?” 

“To play soccer!” 

‘Nonsense! This is a research station, young lady, not a soccer 
field.” 

“We can play outside,” Thalia kept pressing. 

“Oh, cosmos!” Stalina Filantievna protested with extra vigor. 
“When I said you’re unlikely to die outside, I meant, from 
walking to the dome and back. Not that you should go play 


CramuHa OwiaHTbeBHa Ipocboe YAHHBWIACb, HO BO3paxKeHHi He 
Halla. 


—Moocxo Haneyamambs Ham maYUK? — CIIpocusia Oo WyTH 
Taya. 

— Ymo, mauuKk? 3ayem? 

— Hepamb 6 gymb6on! 

—Ymo 3a uyutb? Imo uccnedosamenscKan cMaHYUA, 1OHAA 
Nedu, a He GymbonbHoe none. 

—Mbl mooKem cHapyxu nouepamb, — UpoyowKala JaBUTS 
Tass. 

—O, Kocmoc! — Tye IpexHero 3alpotecToBala CTaMHa 
@ymaHTbeBHa. A KO2da 2060pUuNA, UMO Bbl BpAD NU Nompeme 
mam cHapyiu, A uMeNa B BUdY, OM XOObObI B KyNON u 
o6pamuo. A He 6 cmbicie «He cXoOdUMb WU Bam BoM 
nouepamb 6 gym6on»! Imo mebe He 3adHutt deop! 


B sTOT pa3 W103 OTKPbIBaa Tama. CHapyKH OBUIO yKe He TaK 
KaPKO. CoMHMe KIOHHIOCH K 3aKaTy— a ellje B TOM We CTOPOHE 
JBHTAaOCh CleTKa TeEMHOEe IATHO. 

— Cmompume! — 3aKpuuall I'puil H 3aKpbUICA pyKOH OT COMA. 
Ero CHYTHHUEI, ObITb MOXET, H He pasoOpaNM BOSTMAc, HO TOKE 
cTaH CMOTpeTb Byab. TaTHO MpHONM3HIOCb H OKa3aJIOCb 
cTaeH aijepuu. oka ofHH CTOs, Zpyrue OeKasM, H OHH BCe 
BpeMA YepeqoBaHcb. ECM CMOTpeTb Ha KOHMKPeTHBIX AMepuyy, 
TO B 93TOM YyMMacb CTporad, 3aBOpaKHBaloWad CHCTeMa; a 
BOT BCe IATHO B WeOM MepeMelfasocb KaK-TO HeyBepeHHO- 
XaOTH4HO. BoT OHO NpHOMHKaIIOCb, IpH4eM cKopee K KyNOMY, 


soccer! This isn’t your backyard!” 


This time it was Thalia who opened the hatch. It was cooler, but 
still hot. The sun wasn’t touching the horizon yet, but it was close. 
And, next to it, there was a moving dark patch. 

“Look!” Grip shouted and extended the hand to cover the sun. 
It’s unlikely that his companions made out the word, yet they also 
looked the same direction. A patch was swarming closer, and it 
became clear in a minute that it’s made of lizards. At any given 
moment, part of them were running, and part of them were 
standing, alternating between the states all the time. Focusing at 
individual lizards evoked a mesmerizing impression of orderly 
movement, but the swarm as a whole roamed chaotically and 
unsteadily. It was coming closer at first, aiming more for the 
dome than for the ship, before taking a hard turn all of a sudden, 
passing behind the dome and heading somewhere else entirely. 


Grip snapped out of it, remembered what he was after, and 
started writing in the hot sand: 

“(I] [show] [signs’]”. 

It came out really large, so he then tried to write as densely as he 
could: 

“(I [see] [you’]’. 

Dry sand didn’t lend itself to compact writing at all. Thalia 
watched that from the above, then also sat down to write: 

“(I [show] [signs’”. 

Unsure of what to do next, they stood in silence for a while before 
returning to the ship. 


yeM K Kopa6u10, a BOT yoKe KpyTO CBepHYJO, MpOMNIO rye-TO 3a 
KYNOJIOM H yIOuI3N10 Byalb. 


[pull OUHYJICA, BCIOMHWI, 3a4eM OH 3feCb H CTall WHCaTb Ha 
TopadeM MecKe MaybIjeM: 

— [si] [MoKa3bIBaTD] (3HaKH’| 

Tlowy4H10Cb CIMIIKOM KpyIHO, H TOT\a OH MOMbITAJICA HallMcaTb 
TaK MeJIKO, KaK TOJIbKO MOT: 

—|(s] [BuyeTD] [Tbr 
CyxoH mecoK K yOOpHcTOMy IIMCbMy cOBCeM He pacnonaral. 
TaylHa Tooke IpHceyla HallvcaTb 

— [si] [oKa3bIBaT] [3HaKH’| 

He 3Has, 4TO JeMaTb Jasbile, OHH MOITYa NOCTOAIH, IpexKye eM 
BePHYTBCA Ha KopaOiib. 


— Hado nodzomoeumbca, — HepBHO 3aaBHIla Tamua. — Hado 
6b1Mb Mam Oo 3aKkama. 

[pum 3a6pai Kapavjjalll, B30 MCT OyMary H CTayi KaTb Halap- 

Huy. OHa BepHylach COOpaHHOH, MoYepKHYTO CHOKOHHOH. 

OHM WIM Mosa, COMHIe MOUTH Kacaylocb ropu30uTa. bymara 

KapaHalll, Ha BCAKHH ClyYalt, ObIIM OCTABJIEHEI B WW1103e, KaK H 

cKadaHppl. 


OHH MpowM oO cepeMHbI KyMoua, Tle cTeKIO CMeHAMOCb 
TecKoM. YcemHcb, [pH MpHIypwicd, BIMAbIBadch Bab, 
HM YBHpel AlepHiy B W03e HampoTuB! Ona meKana 6e3 
JBYKeHHA, MOMepex, H BHYTPeCHHI010 /Bepb OTKPbIBATh BOBCEe He 
cnemua. 

— Buduu? Awepuyy, — mpomtunena Tanna. 


“We should get ready,” Thalia said nervously. “We must be there 
by sunset.” 

Grip picked up his pencil, grabbed a sheet of paper, then waited 

at the bay for Thalia, who returned composed and expressly 

serious. The sun almost touched the horizon as they headed out 

again and walked to the dome in silence. The paper and pencil 

were left at the airlock, just in case, and so were the planet suits. 


They walked to the centre of the dome and sat down where the 
glass gave way to the sand. After settling down for a bit, Grip 
squinted at the small airlock in front of them, and noticed a lizard 
in it! It was lying across, motionless, making no attempts to open 
the inner door. 

“You see that? A lizard!” Thalia whispered. 

“Yes,” Grip whispered back. 

“What do we do? Should we let it in?” 

“No! Wait.” 

Thalia squirmed impatiently on the hot glass, Grip tried to move 
slower. The lizard seemed perfectly comfortable with the stand- 
still that showed no sign of resolution. 


“Over there!” Thalia accidentally elbowed Grip when pointing 
and shifted further to the right. “Sorry. Do you see it!” 

Indeed! Breathless, Grip watched a much smaller lizard running 

towards the airlock. Running. Stopping. Running. Stopping 

almost there. Lurching again— and biting the large one behind 

its hindlegs??! The large one turned abruptly, sending a lot 

of sand flying into the air, and fled, while the smaller one 


—]a, — Memnyi B oTseT I'put. 

— Ymo denaem? Bnycmum? 

— Hem! XKoem. 

TalHa HeTepllemHBO ep3asia Ha Topa4em cTexse. [pul crapasca 
WBuraTECa WaBHO. Imo Bpema, HO AljepHtja H He AyMasa 
TBHTaTBCA. 


— Bou, dpyean— — BbITATHBad pyKy, Tama 3alenwia I'puna 

OKTeM, H OTCea NOfaTbIe BUpaBo. — [pocmu. Buduut? 
VY mpapya! 3aTavB pbixanue, [pum cmMoTpey, Kak K I03y 
O@KHT AMepHya NoMeHbIe. bexut. Crout. bexut. Mourn 
TaM. Ele pbIBOK- H Bypyr KycaeT NepByl0 No3saqu 3ayjHHx 
nam??! Ta moy{cKakuBaeT, pazOpacbIBas MecOK, H faeT Jepy; a 
MaJleHbKad YoKe TKHYaCb B KHOIKY, H BOT OHa B KyHONe. Tala 
OpocHa O3afayeHHbI B3ray, Ha I'puma, a OH He OTBeN r1a3 
c aMmepuipl. Wpu6mmxaetca. Crout. O3HpaeTca — u B IeHTD. 
OnatTs crout. IlaTHaqyatTb caHTHMeTposB? bexurt. [Bamyats? 
Het, Bce JBayaTb WATb. COBCeM KaK Ha KapTHHKax. Her, rouoBa 
KaK TaM, a NpOMopuyHH Apyrve. OcTaHaBaMBaeTca HalpoTHe, 
OKHJIbIBaeT HX B3TJIAOM CHH3y BBepx. M HauHHaeT CTpeKOTATb 
HW WMCaTE. 


OHM 3aCTBUIM, a AIepHlja MejIeHHO Tos3sla Ha HX, Opyrya 
XBOCTOM B PHTM IeT4KOB HM TpeckKa, CilerKa 3apaBHuBasd MecoK 
H TYT Ke OCTABIAA COOKY OT CBOEFO Ciesla: 

— [cylljecTBoBaTs] [ciopfa-B] [1] 

[pull JoxK Macs, KOTI{a CllayjeT BOHEHHe, H Opocusica MepepHco- 
BHIBaTb CTOMOel. TaMA CTayla MOBTOPATb, HO 3a HAM He MOctie- 


nosebumped the button and entered the dome. Thalia gave 
Grip a quick puzzled side-glance. His eyes were locked on the 
lizard. Here it comes. Stops. Looks around. Runs to the centre. 
Stops. Runs. Fifteen centimetres long? Twenty? No, at a closer 
look, more like twenty-five. Very much like the pictures-, no, 
the characteristic head is there, but it’s built differently. Stops 
across Grip and Thalia, eyes them up and begins rattling and 
writing. 


They froze, as the lizard crawled towards them, with its tail 
rustling through the sand to the beat of clicks and rattles, 
inscribing to the side of its path: 

“(exist] [here-in] [I’]” 

Grip rode out the anxiety wave and began redrawing the column, 
Thalia followed suit, but slower: 

“(exist] [here-in] (I’]” 

“(exist] [here-in] [I’]” 


The lizard examined their columns (what could it even see from 
the ground level?), ran to the side and resumed the examination 
from there. Then it started grunting, which bore no resemblance 
to rattling, with heavy breathing clearly visible. “Hurr-durr?” 
Yes, quite similar. The kids froze in place until it finished 
grunting and produced another column: 

“{I] [be-new]” 


Grip and Thalia copied that one as well, but the lizard walked 
unceremoniously across their inscriptions, turned back at them 
and wrote: 


Balla. 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [ctopfa-B] [1] 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs) [ctopfa-B] [1] 


Suyeputja ocMoTpeyia UX cTONOMKU (7a 4TO eH Tam BoOOIIe 
C 3e€MJIM BHHO?) OTO@ Kaa B CTOPOHY, MposO KAA OCMOTP 
oTTyfa. WM crama XpWxkaTb, 4TO BooOMe He HalloMHHano 
Tpeck. Bbim0 BUAHO, KaK OHa BybIxaeT. «Hurr-durr?» Jia, 
YeM-TO 1oxoxe. J[eTH 3aMepsIH, TOKa OHa He OXplOKasla H He 
TpoyOIDKUIa: 

— [a] [HOBBIii] 


[pum u Talua nepepucopaM W 3TOT cTONOel, HO Aleputa 
OeclepeMOHHO Ipolwiach IpAMO 10 HX HafIMCAM, pasBepHy- 
JlaCb Hf Hallcayia B MX CTOPOHY: 
— |[BBepx] [HATH] [BHH3’] 

| [BHH3] [HATH] [BBepX’] 


XBOCT, MeYYIMHCA MEKy ABYMA CTONOWaMH Cpazy, TMMHOTH3H- 
posas puma. OH He TpOHyJICad HH Ha CaHTHMETD, NOKa AlepHta 
He J[OMMcala HM He yCTaBHacb eMY Ha PyKy. TOKO TOra OH 
pOOKO MOTAHYJICA K CBOMM XY/OKECTBaM, aKKypaTHO CTep HX H 
HavaJl MMCaTb BBepX HOraMH BCe Te 9Ke 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [ctoffa-B] [1] 

| [4] [HOBBIH] 
Aujepula OT pyK He Wapaxamach, a cCTHpaHHe BBISBIBaJIO y Hee 
Goble HATepeca, YeM HallHcaHue. 


TlMcaTb CMHTHO, OT ceOa MH BBepX HOraMH OBO COBCeM He 


“(up| [go] [down’] 
| [down] [go] [up’|” 


Its tail alternating left and right to write two columns at once was 
so mesmerizing, that Grip did not move an inch, until the lizard 
finished and turned to look at his hand. Only then he reached out 
slowly to his scribbles, erased them carefully and started drawing 
the very same 

“(exist] [here-in] [I’|” 

|(I] [be-new]” 

all over again, but upside down. The lizard didn’t seem to mind 
his hands moving nearby, paying more attention to erasing than 
to writing. 


Writing in joint, outwards and upside down was no simple task. 
Doing that for two columns at once was out of question, two 
hands or one hand. The column wasn’t even straight when he 
used one hand. Thalia hasn’t even attempted fixing her writing, 
waiting for the lizard’s verdict. It already assumed a position 
across them, tail to the side and ready to write. As Grip finished 
the second column, it walked towards his writing: 

“{up] [go] [up’] 

|[(down] [go] [down’]” 


Grip sat straight, relieved. Thalia, on the other hand, watched 
closely, as the lizard ran to her side to write: 

“(1] [want] [know’] |signs’] [yours-of] 

| [I] [want] [know’] [sounds’] [yours-of]” 


mpocto. JlenaTb 3To cpa3y B Ba CTOMOUa OH AarKe H He TIbITAIICA, 
HH O/HOH pyKou, HH DByMs. Vi 10 OMHOMY-TO BEIXOJMI0 KPHBO- 
BaTO. TasIMd TaK H BOBCE He CTaJla HCIpaBMATb CBOIW HafIHCb, a 
Kialla BEPHUKTa AMePHUB. Ta Ke 3aHAa NOSHIMIO HalpoTHB, 
XBOCT HaH3roToBKy. Crouo [puny 3aKOHYHTS, Kak OHa MOWIa 
IIMCaTb B CTOPOHY eFO Ha/iIHcu: 

— [BBepx] [HATH] [BBepx’] 

| [BHH3] [HATH] [BHH3’] 


[pum c o6merueHHeM BEINpAMWIcA. Tau, HalIpoTHB, CieqHIa 
3a TepedexKaBlleH K Hell NOOMWKe AlepHieH B OOa: 
— [x] [xoTeTs] [3HaTB’] [3HaknH’] [BaLIH-x] 

| [a] [XoTeTS] [3HaTB’] [3BYKH’] [BalIH-x] 


[pHi MefyleHHO cTep lepey coOoH mpocTpaHcTBo mommupe. 
SWepHuy sTO BCe TAK Ke He CMYIay0, OHa Oerasa BOKPYT PYK, 
Kora eH B3fyMaeTcd. Taya 3aKaTHMla Tyla3a, Kora NOHAIA, 
yTo [pun Tam numer: «IIPHBETCTBY!0», BBepx Horamu. Korya 
OH, 4306paxKas, KaK Mor, Maputo CTelaHoBHY, IpOv3HOCHII 3TO 
COBO TPWKABI, AUepHa OCTAHOBW1aCcb H 4YTb IPHMOAHHMasa 
TOJIOBY. 
—|o6bacH-aH] | [BbIMeyMoMaHyToe’} — HalHcayla ona, He 
JBHTaACch C MecTa. 
BBIXOJMIO, YTO YATAIOTCA CTONOUbI ClpaBa HaseBo, a MMMYTCH, 
TpaBllaM Ha pajfocTs, clea Hallpaso. A elle Tora BbIXOLMJIO, 
uTo «IIPHBETCTBY1O» ona ObI YHTasIa 3af[0M Hallepen? pun 
TlepecTaJl BepTeTb ToOBOH H OObACHHI: 
— |a] [Buyers] (TEI’] | [a] [ToKa3bIBaTS] [BLIMeyIOMAHYTOe’] 


Grip has slowly wiped a wide stretch in front of him; the lizard 
was as unfazed by his hands as the last time, changing position 
as it saw fit. Thalia rolled her eyes, as she understood what is he 
writing: “J GREET”, upside down. As Grip pronounced the word 
loudly, like Maria Stepanovna did, the lizard stopped to listen and 
raised its head just a little. 

“(do-explain|] | [aforementioned’)’ it then wrote without walking, 
establishing that columns were meant to be read right to left. 
That also implied that Grip’s word was backwards from the 
lizard perspective, as writing, as opposed to reading, has to go 
left to right. Good for right-handers. Grip untilted his head and 
slowly replied towards the lizard’s current position, column by 
column: 

I] [see] [you’ | [I] [show] |aforementioned’]” 

signs] [be-many] | [sounds] [be-many)” it complained. 

Well, duh,” Thalia uttered, stretched out to the centre and wrote 
“HI’. 

Upside down and right to left, so, still backwards. She then 
pronounced it three times, pointing at the letters with every 
repetition. 

do-explain] | {aforementioned’)” the lizard waved its tail 
towards the already written request. 

I] [see] {you’] | [I] [show] [aforementioned’)” Thalia rested her 
finger on another pre-written phrase. 

“(signs] [be-many-not] 

sounds] [be-many-not]” it concluded at the sidelines. 

“Let’s use English then,” Grip said with grave seriousness and 


—|3HakH] [MHorve] | [3ByKH] [MHOrve] — TOKaOBasacb 
alepuya. 

— Hy, qbK, — 6ypkuyna Tama, NOTAHYBIIMCh K IeHTpy. 

— «HI,» — Halmcasla 0Ha, BBepX HOTaMHy H, Noyaaercs, TOKe 
3aJ10M Halleped. 

OHa MOBTOpHa CNOBO BCIYX TPWKAbI, yKasbIBat Ha Hero 

TlayIbleM C KMKIM MOBTOPOM. 

— |OObSACH-aii] | [BbIMeynomMaHyToe’] — NoKa3ala sAlepHuta 
XBOCTOM Ha Y)Ke HMeIOMYI0CH B HasIM4HH HayiIHCce. 

—|s] [BugeTs] [TEI’) | [4] [ToKa3bIBaTb] [BbIMeynOMAHyToe’] — 
TOKE NepeHcHob30Bala Hach Tava. 

— [3HaxkuH] (MHorve-He] | |3ByKH] [MHOrHe-He] — OTKOMMeHTUpoO- 
Balla Alepuila cOOKy. 

—/Jaeaiime mozda Ha anenutickKom, — HeBeposxTHO cepbe3HO 
3aaBa pHi, H OMATh Havas CTMpaTb, MOTOMY 4TO CHOBa 
MeCTO KOHYMJIOCE. 


— |BbI] | [pa3HBIH-1u?] — clpocusa TeM BpeMeHeM Alepuiia. 
Ef CTHpaTb BIPOK He TpeOoBan0cb. 

— [MBI] [JJepKaTs] [3Haku’] [pasHErii] | [MbI| [Zep KaTb] [3BYKH’] 
pasHbiii] — oTBeTula Tamu. 

KTo Ip 3TOM UTO MMe B BULLY, ObLVIO pelHTeIbHO HEMOHATHO. 
Aleputa OTBETOM yAOBMeTBOPHITACE, a BOT pun 3alepexKuBal: 
— [x] [xoTeTs] [3HaTB’] [3HaknH’] [BaLIH-x] 

a [xoTeTB] [epKaTe’] [3HaKH’] [BalIH-x] 

— |flepKaTs-1H?] | [3Haku’] — HalHcasla Alepuia, MOUTH He 
mara. 

— [a] [epoKaTp] [1peyMet’] (3HakK-0B] — Hayan I'pum uw ucyeplan 


started erasing stuff, as he ran out of reachable space again. 


“(yous] | {be-different-?|” the lizard asked in the meantime. 

It didn’t need to erase in advance. 

“(we [hold] [signs’] {be-different] 

| [we] [hold] [sounds’} [be-different|” Thalia wrote. 

Whatever both sides had in mind was painfully ambiguous, yet 
the lizard looked content with the answer. Grip was worried 
though. 


“ 


I] [want] (know) (signs’] [yours-of] 

I] [want] (hold’] [signs’] [yours-of|” 

“fhold-?] | {signs’]’ the lizard stood almost still, its tail swinging 
swiftly. 

“(I] [hold] [object’] [signs-of]’ Grip wrote down and ran out of 
glyphs to express the concept. 

“(I] [{understand-not] | [do-show] [aforementioned’|” 

Grip stood up slowly and fetched the paper together with the 
pencil. 


“(do-see] [object’] | [aforementioned] [be-complex-?|’ Grip wrote 
on the sheet of paper rested against the glass, then put it on the 
sand upside down. 

The lizard inspected the paper for an inordinate amount of time, 

its eyes almost touching the symbols, checking it out from all 

possible directions. 

“T don’t think it can—’ Thalia started to whisper, interrupting the 
lizard’s examination. 

It then ran to the side to reply: 


CBO CIOBapHEIH 3amac. 
— |s] [1OHHMaTE-He] | [ToKa3bIBa-Hi] [BbIMeyMOMAHYTOe’ | 
[pul Me/VIeHHO BCTaI H CXOJMI 3a OyMarol HW KapaHallioM. 


— |cmoTp-¥] [peyMer’] | [BEIIMeyMoMaAHyTOE] |CNOKHBIM-1H?] — 
HanMcall [pHi Ha JIMcTe, WOMOKMB eTO Ha CTeKIO, a 3aTeM 
IIpeTbABH ALepHuLle. 

Ta paccMaTpHBalla Ba KOPOTKHX CTONONa WpakTHuecKU B yIOp, 

6yATO GM30pyKas, TO TaK, TO CAK, TO CHU3Y, TO COOKy. 

— Aue Oymaio, YMO OHA Mos#eM—— 3allleNTala TaHA, IpepBaB 
9THM OCMOTD. 

SAepuya oTdexKasa B CTOPOHY, re NOcTaHOBMIIa: 


— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOe] [CTOKHEIM-He] | [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOe] 
[MpeqMeTHBIH-He] 

—|BbIIMeynoMaHyToe] [...-bIH-1M?] —  CbIMMIpOBH3HpOBall 
T'pHn, IponycTHB caM 3HaK HM Tha MayibleM B IYCTOTY 3a 
aHTellTpHxamu. 

—|BbIIMeynomMaHyToe] | [MaTepHayoBbii] — «IposcHHa» 
sljepulya. 


OcrapuB TaIHi0 XMYpHTbCA Hag, oTBeToM, Ip, Ha BCAKHH 
cly4ai, BbIa Ha OCMOTP H KapaHyall. AujepHya obonwia ero 
KpyrOM, NOKaTaJIa HOCOM, JIaNKOH, 3a4eM-TO NOAKOMaach Noy 
HETO... 

— JTymaeub, ona eudum cHU3y? CK603b NECOK? 

— Ta ny. 

.. BBIKOMaach, H pHa K TOMY Ke BBIBOY, YKa3aTb Ha Hero 
XBOCTOM: 


“(aforementioned] [be-complex-not| 

| [aforementioned] (be-object-not]” 

“(aforementioned] | [be-...-?]” Grip improvised, omitting the 
glyph itself and just prodding the empty space after the 
antestrokes. 

“(aforementioned] | [be-substance]’ the lizard “clarified”, leaving 
Thalia to squint and frown at the answer. 


Grip handed the pencil for inspection to cover all the bases. The 
lizard has circled it, rolled it with its head, with its leg, dug below 
its, 

“You think, it can see from below? Through the sand?” 

“T doubt it.” 

.. and surfaced back, arriving at the same conclusion and point- 
ing at it with its tail: 

“(aforementioned] | [be-substance]” 


“(yours] (eat-?] [animals’| | [ours] [eat] {animals’|” 

“(true|’ Grip wrote. 

Coming from Rosario, he probably never ate animal meat, but 
the question was about the humans as a species. 


Now yet another linguistic liberty dawned on him. He reached 
further into the lizard’s writing and erased the antestroke 
from [eat-?], turning it into a slightly messy [eat]. The lizard 
retreated, followed the finger, and, for a rather uncomfortable 
minute, kept staring at the “[yours] [eat] [animals’] | [ours] [eat] 
[animals’|”, now-ambiguous with regard to who [yours] and 
[ours] are. Grip, obviously, could not read emotions off its face. 


— |BbIIMeyNOMaAHYTOEe] | [MaTepHasOBbIti 


— [Bal] |eCTb-1H?] [KHBOTHIe’] | [Hal] |ecTs] [/KMBOTHEIE’] 
— |MCTHHHO] — oTBeTu I'pun. 

byfy4H ypoxentiem Po3apuo, 0H BPAY WH Korpa-H60 ey MAACO 
DKUBOTHBIX, HO BOMPOC ObUI He IPO HeYo IMHO, a IPO TMOfeH Kak 
BHI. 


Tyr [puiy mpuuia B TromoBy ele OfHa MMHTBHCTHYeCKad 
BOJIbHOCTb. OH CABHHYJICA Bllepey, AOTAHYICA JO Haymucett 
alepHUsl, H cTep y [ecTb-1M?] aHTeWITPHX, IpeBpaTHB ero B 
He OYeHb AaKKypaTHBIM [ect]. AMepHua OTcCTyNMIa, cleqWIa 
cHayasla 3a MalbleM COOKy, a IOTOM TOMHTeIbHYIO MHHYTY 
paccMaTpHBalia HTOTOBOe «|BalH] |ecTb] [KMBOTHIe’] | [HalIH] 
[ecTb] DKHBOTHBIe’|», HEMOHATHO KM CKa3aHHOe, HeEMOHATHO K 
KoMy oOpaljeHHoe. TemHen0. OnpeyeiATb IMONMH 0 Alepu- 
HOM MopgouKe [pun coBeplleHHO He yMell. BospaxkeHHi IpOTHB 
BIOPKEHHA B UKHe 3HAKH, BIPOVeM, He MOCeLOBAIIO. 


— [Bally] |TepKaTb] DKHBOTHOE’} 

| DKHBOTHOE] [JepKaTb-IH?] [e712] 
Tputl NoBepHysica K TasMH, Hila WopepxKKH. Ta HeloHHMatole 
MOKavasla TOMOBOH, HO, BCe Ke, NepBad Npeosomea ocTpE 
TeDuIMT KOHTeKCTA: 
— |[cylljecTBoBaTs] [MHOrHe] [KHBOTHEIE] [HalH-x] 
moceaB y [pila COMHeHHA Kak B ee, TaK H B CBOMX 3HaHHAX 
ailepHHoro. OH ToMerasicd pyKaMH Haji ee HafIHCbW, H, He 
IIpHyMaB, Kak MOfMpaBUTs ee Ha MECTE, pasbACHHI OTeIbHBIM 
CTOONOM: 


It was getting dark. Finally, the lizard turned to them, raising no 
objections to the invasion of its writings. 


“yours] [hold] animal’) | [animal] [hold-?] [food’]” 
Grip turned to Thalia for support, she shook her head. She was 
the first to overcome the acute context deficit though: 

“(exist] [be-many] [animals] [ours-of]” she wrote slowly, making 
Grip doubt both her and his knowledge of the lizard language. 
After frantically waving his hands above it, with no obvious 
in-place fix in sight, he felt compelled to clarify in a separate 

column: 
“(exist] [be-many] [categories’] [animals-of] (be-different|” 


The lizard wanted to know more: 

“(I] [want] [see’] [animals’] [yours-of] 

|[you] [can-?] [show’] [animals’] [yours-of]” 

“Why is it so hard, huh?” Grip grunted, replying: 

“(I] [can] [show’] [signs’] {animals-of]” 

The lizard looked at his belly. Puzzled? Waiting? 

“(do-wait|” Grip wrote and turned to the paper. 

Instead of waiting, the lizard climbed out onto the glass and 
watched him draw from approximately its length away. Grip 
sketched a lizard contour, examining a living reference from 
time to time. Thalia moved to observe it from the other side, 
fingers crossed for Grip’s scribbles to not become the final nail in 
the human-lizard relationships’ coffin. Slightly narrower here... 
tail... hindlegs... Once he finished and inched back, the lizard has 
nosebumped the result right here on the glass. Upon returning 


— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [MHOrHe] [KaTeropuy } [/KHBOTH-bIX] [pasHbIit] 


Sepuly sta TeMa ABHO MHTepecoBasla: 

—(s] [xoTeTb] [BueTb’| [KUBOTHBIe’] [BalIH-x] 

| [TBI] [MOUb-JH?] [TOKaSbIBaTb’] [KMBOTHEIe’] [BallH-x] 

— ]Ja 4TO XK TaK CHOKHO-TO, a? — Npobypyan cebe nop Hoc I'pun. 

— |s] [Mo¥B] [OKa3bIBaTB | [3HaKH’} PKMBOTH-BIX] 

Alepuiya CMOTpelia eMy B KMBOT. BLDKHaTeIbHO? 3allyTamach? 

—bxg-H] — Hanucan Tpum, mopepHysica K JMCTY M Hayal 
PHCOBaTB. 

SAepuija *KLaTb He coOupaacs, a Wosesya Ha CTeKIIO, CMOTpeTS 

3a IIPOWeccoM PHCOBaHHA C paccTOAHHA... IPHMepHO B CBOIO 

jyimuy. Tpwm pHcoBall sMepHy, WepHoqMuecku cBepAacb 

C OpHrHHayioM. TamMa MpHyBHHyacb CMOTpeTb C Apyroit 

CTOPOHEI, CKpPeCTHB MasbUbl 3a TO, YTOOBI XyfoxKecTBa I'putia He 

CTaJIM MOCHe2HHM TBO3/eM B KpbIMKy [poba OTHOMeHHA MEXK]Y 

MOJPMH H AljepHyamu. UyTs noyxe 3yecb... XBOCT... 3a/jHHe 

janet... Korga OH BEIIpAMHJICA IOCMOTpeTE, AMepHa TKHY ACh 

B OYM@ERY, BepHYJaCb Ha MeCOK Hl TYT Ke 3a BHA: 

— [?No1?] [sHaKoBBI-He] | [?No1?] [?No1?-bri] 

[pul Opocusicad MepepHcoBbIBaTb HOBBIM 3HaK. TayMa BCe 3TO 

HMKaK He KOMMeHTHpoBalla H BOOOME BEITMAela OTCTpaHeH- 

HOH. 

— 3Haelllb, UTO 3HAYHT ITOT 3HaK? 

— «PHCYHOK», MOKeT ObITB? — He 0C060 NOMOTNIa OHa. 


—(s] [(3HaTb-He] [3HaK’] [?Ne1?-a] 
| [a] [Moub-71H?] [TOKa3bIBaTB | [?No1?”] 


to the sand it immediately stated: 

“(?#1?] [be-sign-not] | [?#1?] [be-?#1?)” 

Grip rushed to copy the new sign, Thalia hasn’t commented at all 
and looked distanced. 

“Do you know what does this sign mean?” Grip asked. 

“Could be ‘drawing’?” she hasn’t helped much. 


“(1 [know-not] [sign’] [?#1?-of] 
| [I] [can-?] [show’] [?#1?)” 
Grip improvised in the dark again. 
“(do-know] | [signs’|” the lizard either encouraged or mocked 
him. 


Grip stretched, looked towards the long-set sun and then decided 
to pursue the opportunity to [know] some more [signs’]. There 
indeed were a couple of words he’d love to know. 

“(do-wait|” he wrote before walking to the water keg. 

There were no glasses, and he left the shots at the base, so he 
ended up carrying the almost hot water back in his cupped hand. 
Once he placed it on top of his [do-wait] glyph, the lizard acted 
conflicted. After struggling with indecisiveness, it started rising 
and bending into his hand, all while trying to avoid touching 
Grip. He pressed the hand against the hot sand to help the lizard. 
Finally, it touched the water, and Thalia started laughing quietly. 
Grip smiled. The lizard kept poking the water with its mouth, 
but neither lapped nor swallowed it. Just probed the water again 
and again. Finally, it backed out, ran towards Thalia and wrote: 
“(rejoicing] [you-of] [be-proper-not]” 


— uMIpoBu3upoBas [pun B crymalomlelica TeMHOTE. 
— |3H-ali] | [sHaku’] — TO 1H NOAOoppuNa, TO WH NOH3TeBasacb 
Haj HUM slleputia. 


[pH BOCHOMb30BaJICA 3AMMHKOM, NOTAHYJICH, OPOCHA B3TIAY B 
CTOPOHY aBHO 3alllefWero COMHIAa, H PeWH BOCIONb3OBAaTBCA 
BO3MOKHOCTHIO [3HaTb] MOOoMbIMNe [3HaKH’}. bbvIa y Hero Mapa 
COB, pO KOTOpble OH JaBHO XOTeM CIIPOCHTE. 
— )K]-u] — HallMcasl OH H oOpen K baky. 
OX, CTaKAaHOB HET, PIOMKH He B3xI... IIpHMVIocb HecTH Tely10, 
MOUTH Topsy BOAY Hasajl B WafOHH. Koryja OH WoMeCcTHI ee 
TOBepX 3HaKa «PKI-H|», AMepIa IPuIVIa B 3aMelllaTebCTBO. 
TloMeTaBlMch OT HepellHTe/IbHOCTH, OHa CTasla MpHnojHH- 
MaTbCA H BBITHOATECA, We3ila B ajOHb, CTapadcb IIpH 3TOM ee 
He KacaTbcs. [pun BABII PYKY B WeCOK, YTOOBI KaK-TO IOMOUb. 
Mopjouxa, HakoHell, KOCHY1aCb BObI; TaJIMA THXO 3acMesacb. 
[pun yalOaica, Kfall, YTO AMepHija HayHeT MaKaTb, a OHA 
BCe THIKalacb, TbIKaacb, H Bce HMKaK. Haxkouell, alepuya 
aKKypaTHO Cala Ha3aq, WH WOWWIa CTpeKOTaTb HW MIMCaTb B 
cTopouy Tamu: 
— |MMKOBaHHe] (TBOU] [TpaBHIbHBIM-He| 
[pHi BEIM BOY Ha WecOK, YeM BCeLes0 3aHA AMepHIy elle 
Ha esly10 MHHYTY, JaB Tay Ky4y BpeMeHH OOBACHHTSCA: 
— |NMKOBaHYe] [Moi] [pasHEIi] 

| [cyltjecTBOBaT] [TO0Ba-B] [BEIMeyMOMAHYTOE |} 
— |[Mo4B-He] [BueTE’] | [rom0Ba’} [TBO] — OTBeTHMa AIeputa, 

BUOBONIb HAMHTepeCOBaBIUMCb MOKPBIM MeCKOM. 


Grip poured the water out, recapturing the entirety of the 

lizard’s attention for another minute and giving Thalia ample 
time to explain herself: 

“(rejoicing] (I-of] [be-different] 

| [exist] [head-in] [aforementioned’]” 

“(can-not] [see’] | [head’] [you-of]” it answered once its fascination 
with wet sand wore off. 


Grip didn’t want a conflict, he wanted to [know] (signs’): 

“(1] [hold] [aforementioned’] | |do-show] |sign’] [aforementioned-of|” 
“(exist-not] [aforementioned’| [ours-of] | [exist] (?#2?’] [ours-of]” 
Grip grabbed the pencil again. The glyph got more complex, the 
night got darker. Thalia practiced writing the new sign upside- 
down, then extended it to: 

“(do-explain| [?#2?’|” 

“(can-not] [explain’] (?#2?’]” 

“Like, it’s not just you who can’t, but it’s impossible? Come on. 
Think, lizard, think,” Grip muttered. 

“(we] [want] [know’] [?#2?’]” he pressured on. 

The lizard looked at his knees and wrote nothing. Grip pointed 
at the last column again. 

“(I] | [think}” the lizard brushed him off in writing and rattling. 
The sounds obviously matched the writing, and, coupled with 
the tail movements, helped with the darkness greatly. If Grip got 
distracted back then and missed all the hints, he’d have to figure 
out the reply until the very dawn. Starting from where to find 
that reply. 


[pull He XOTeM CCOPUTECA, OH XOTeN [3HaTB] [3HAKH’}: 
— [a] [epKaTs] [BLIMeyNOMAHyTOe’] 

| [WoKa3bIBa-H1] [3HAaK’] [BLIMeyMOMAHYT-OFO| 
— [cyMecTBOBaTb-He] [BIMeyMOMAHYTOe || [HalIH-x] 

| [cyitjecTBoBaTB] [?No2?’] [HanmH-x] 
T'puil cHOBa CXBaTWICA 3a Kapaa. Hopble 3HakKH CTaHOBHIMCh 
cylokKHee, HOUL — TeMHee. Tava TpeHHpoBallach PHCOBaTS 
HOBBIM 3HaK BBepX HOTaMH, a 3aTeM JONOMHHIa eFO 0: 
oOBACH-5H1] [?Ne2?’| 
MOUb-He] [OObACHATS’| [?No2?”| 
— BOT IIpaM He THI He MOKelllb, a BOOOIMIe HEBO3MOXKHO? — 
Bopuan pun. — Jlymai, aljepKa, Ayman. 
Mbl] [XOTeT] (3HaTb’ [?No2?’] — aBHI OH. 
Suyjeputja paccMatTpuBasia ero KoneHO. [pun tTpeboBaTenbHO 
NOCTy4YadI 10 HayMHcH. 
a] | (qyMaTb] — OTMaxHyyacb OT Hero AIMepHija H pe3skKHM 

CTP€KOTOM, H B IMCbMeHHOM BHIe. 

CrpeKoT coBlajjaq C HallHcaHHeM, HW, B COBOKYIHOCTH CO 
B3MaXaMH XBOCTa, O4eHb BbIpyyal. Ecmm Obl pun torga 
OTBMeKCA, pasOupaca ObI MOTOM JO paccBeTa. HayHHas C TOrO, 
Tye BOOSIE OTBET. 


—|(s] (Moub] [BueTH’| [MeHBIe] [sHaKH’| 
| [a] [Moub-He] [BHeTE’] [3HaKH’] — HalHcal OH Hepellu- 
TeJIbHO, PpasHOH AVIMHEI CTOMOWAaMH H 6e3 yBepeHHOCTH, 4YTO 
TaK BOOOII€ MODKHO. 
— [a] [Moup] | [BupeTE’] [3HaKH’] 
— Hy pag 3a Te6s, uTo, — mocetosan I'pun. 


“ 


— 


can] [see’] [be-less-er] [signs’} | [I] (can-not] (see’] [signs’]” he 
wrote with hesitation, out of column sync and unsure whether 
the sentence structure was legit. 

can] [see’] (signs’|” the lizard replied in one column. 

“I'm so happy for you,” Grip vented. 


“ 


— 


“ 


— 


can-?] [hold’] [substance’] 

|[substance] {hold] [here-in] [sun’]” 

“(substance] [can-not] [be-sun’] 

| [object] [aforementioned] [be-complex-?]” 

“(substance] [hold] | [inside-in] [sun’|” Grip explained fluores- 
cence the hest he could. 

“(aforementioned] (be-sun-?] | [aforementioned] |be-danger-?]” 
“(substance] [be-sun-not] | [substance] ([be-hot-not]” 
“(be-sun-not] [can-not] [hold’] [sun’] 

|[do-go] [do-hold] [here’] [aforementioned’)” 

“How to say ‘next time’?” Grip wondered aloud. “We've got no 
words for time.” 

Thalia didn’t comment, but moved closer. 

“(we [go] [living place’ | [exist] [here-in-?} [you’)” 

“(true-not]” 

Thalia sprung into writing: 

“(we [go] [here’] | [you] [go-?] [here’|” 

“(exist] {up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

|[exist-not] [here-in| {I’] [exist] [here-in] [I’] 

Thalia exhaled with great relief. 

“(exist] {up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

exist-not] [here-in] [we’] [exist] [here-in] [we’]” 


— |a] [Moub-71H?] [TepxKaTb’] [MaTepuar’ 
| [(MaTepHamt] [Zep KaTB] [cloz{a-B] [comHTe’ | 
— |MaTepuam] (MOub-He] |COMHeUHEIH | 
| [TpeyMet] [BEIMeyMOMAHYTOE] [COKHEIM-IH? | 
—|MaTepuam] [qepxaTs] | [BHyTpb-B] [comHie’] — oObACHAT 
[pun moopectieHiyH10, Kak MOT. 
— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOE] |COMHEYHEI-11H?] 
| [BBITMeyIMOMAHYTOE] [ONaCHBIM-11? | 
— |[MaTepuam] (comHe4uHEIH-He] | [MaTepvam] [ropruuii-He] 
— |COTHEYHBIM-He] [MOub-He] [Jep>KaTb’] [ComHIe’| 
| (H{-1] [ep>xK-H] [copa’] [BLIMeyOMAHYyTOe’] 
— Kak cka3zamb «6 cnedyrowuil paz»? — yMan Bcryx pun. — 
Hem y Hac cnoe ona epemeHu. 
Taya HM4eT0 He CKa3alla, IPOCTO Mopcema OMKe. 
— [Mp1] [“yTH] bKWIMMe’) | [cymecTBoBaTS] [Cl0/{a-B-1H?| [TEY’} 
— [HCTHHHO-He| 
TasHa TYT Ke 6pocumacb IMCcaTS: 
— [mpi] [4TH] [crofa’} | [Thr] [MATH-1H?] [cro7 a’) 
— |cyllecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] {[comHIe’] [cyIjecTBOBaTb] [BHH3-B] 
COuHIe’| 
CYI€CTBOBATE-HE] |c¥0Jfa-B] [9] [CyfecTBOBaTS] [clopfa-B] [1’] 
TalHa 3BY4HO BEIJOXHYIA. 
— |cyllecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] [comHe’] [cyIjecTBOBaTb] [BHH3-B] 
COuHITe’| 
CYMeCTBOBAaTb-He] [c1oj{a-B] [MbI’] [cyMecTBOBaTb] [cloja-B] 
MBI’] — 3aKpelHI JOrOBOpeHHocTs pun. 


Grip sealed the agreement. 


“(do-go] [do-hold] [?#1?s’] [animals-of] [be-small-er] 

|(do-go] [do-hold] [substance’] [aforementioned] [be-sun]” the 

lizard instructed. 

“{I] [go] [hold] [?#1?s’] [animals-of]’ Grip started reassuring, and 

came up with another idea: 

“(I] [go] {hold} (substance’] 

substance] [aforementioned] [help] [see’]” 

The lizard got tired of expressing its doubt in the magical proper- 

ties of human materials. Thalia was puzzled as well: 

“Wanna order him glasses?” she asked half-jokingly. 

“I want to bring a magnifying glass,” Grip replied. 

Thalia didn’t know the Russian word, Grip didn’t know the 

English one. 

“(we] | [go] he wrote and started standing up. 

“(I] | [go]” the lizard wrote as well, then ran away with two short 
stops. 

Quiet door hissing marked its exit. 


“We did it!” Thalia stretched out in a tired voice. 
“Ye-ea-a-h,” Grip mirrored her intonation. 
“You're good with their language, for real.” 

“It was hard.” 

“Uh-huh. Couldn't see a thing by the end.” 


Turned out, the ship featured three red lights, very handy when 
you're aiming for the entrance after sunset. On their way back, 
Grip broke his stride several times when he saw a large lizard 


— [My1-¥] [Wepx-H] [?No1?v’] DKMBOTH-bIX] [MeHBII-Hi1] 

1-H] (JepK-H] [MaTepHarr | [BIMeyHOMsAHYTOEe] [(cOMHeYHBIM] — 

IIpOHHCTpyKTHpoBalla AMepuua. 

— [a] [MTu) [ep2KaTs] (?Ne1?v7’] bKABOTH-bIx] — Ha¥all 3aBepATb 

[pul, a MOTOM MepecKOUHA Ha ApyroH yyacToK c HOBO 

ween: 

— [a] [4TH] [WepKaTs] [MaTepuar’ | 

MaTepHall] [BbIIMeyMOMAHYTOE] [oMoraTS] [BETH |} 

AMepHe Ke Haoelo BEIPWKATb CBOH COMHEHHA M0 MOBOLY 

BOMMEOHBIX CBOHCTB YeIOBeYeCKHX MaTepHatos. HefoymMeBasa 

¥ Tama: 

—XOueUlb OYKU eMy 3aKa3aMb? — CIIpOCcHyla OHa, TO JM B 
INYTKY, TO JIM BCepbes. 

— Xouy IpHuecrTH Ayny, — oTBeTHA lpn. 

Tala He 3HaJla pyCcKoro cmoBa, I pHi — aHIIMHcKOro. 

— [mpl] | [HTH] — HalIMcall OH H CTasI BCTaBaTb. 

— [a] | [4TH] — oTBeTHIIa AIMepuila H yOeKala TBYMA Nepebex- 
KaMH. 

C THXHM IyplaHHem MepekmOuUHNacb 3a Heli DBepb. 


— MbI cyjenam 3To! — ycTaBIIMM TovlocoM NpoTanya Tass. 
— ]Ja-a-a, — BTOpHII ee HHTOHaIHH I'pun. 

— A TBI Ipabyja XOpOm0 ASbIK 3HaeLlIb. 

— BIO CIOKHO. 

— Ara. A Toy, KOHeL HHYeFO yoKe He BHeNIa. 


Kopa6mb, Kak OKa3ayl0cb, CBETWICH TpeMA KpaCcHbIMH OFOHb- 
KaMH. OueHb MOMOTaIO MOMacTh K BxXOpy. pH HeCKOJIBKO pas 


nearby, but decided against telling Thalia. Stopping to point 
fingers and shout “look, a lizard” just felt like an impolite thing 
to do on a planet of lizards. In the airlock Thalia asked him: 
“Did you see them? Lizards on our way back...” 

“Yes. They live here, actually.” 


Kids took off the planet suits and went to the buzzing canteen. 

The buzz stopped once they entered the scene, with Dan being 

the last to stop talking. 

“How did it go? Took you a while,” Stalina Filantievna voiced it 
for everyone. 

“There will be a second meeting,” Grip replied and the cheerful 
buzz resumed. 

‘Tt even drank from Grip’s hand!” Thalia squeaked merrily, 
further fueling the cheering. 

“Are you all right?” Maria asked him out of nowhere. 

‘Tm fine, it didn’t— hasn’t even touched me,” Grip shrugged her 
off and realized he’s so. fed. up. with. languages. Every single 
one of them. 


He told everyone he’s off to bed, left Thalia in the spotlight that 
has since shifted from the door frame to the couch, washed his 
hands and headed to his room, firmly determined to get some 
sleep. Greeted by the furious flashing of his phone, he groaned 
and put the pencil and paper onto the bed. 

“Agent. Report.’ Derevyashko.” displayed the phone after 

unlocking. 
Just what he needed right now! 


3alHHasIca, KOTa 3aMeuall B CTOPOHe GOOMBIIYIO AMepuuy, HO 
TayIMH HMYerO He CKa3zall. Jja HW UTO ObI OH CMeMall, CTasl ThIKATb 
TayiblleM H KpHuaTb «CMOTpH, AlepHita!»? Kak-TO HeBexKIHBO 
WIA TOCTA Ha IlaneTe aljepuu. B myose Tasmma cipocwia: 

— Bugen amjepuy? Io nyTH... 

— Jla. OHM TYT KUBYT, BOOOME-TO. 


TleTH cHAIM CKadaHApsl HW NOWWIM K TyfAWeH OT pasroBopoB 

CTOMOBOH. HO CTOHMO HM MOKasaTbCa B [BePAX, KaK BCe 3aTHXIIM; 

TOCe{HHM 3aMosyas ISH. 

— Kak npowo? Yeeo-mo ébi donz0, — o3By4HNa OOULY10 MBICIIb 
CramHa OwaHTbeBHa. 

— Bmopoti ecmpere — 6vimb, — oTBeTuN Ipul u BCe ONATS 
pajocTHo 3aryyenH. 

—Ona dace nuna y Tpuna u3 pyxu! — tTopxectTByrle 
NMcKuyyla Tata. 

OOOpuTebHbIe HAaCTpOeHHA YCHIWIMCE. 

— Tol 6 nopaxdKe? — 3a4eM-TO pellusia YTOUHHTS Mapua. 

— B noaHoM, oa Meus Case He- He KOCHYNACb, — OTMAaXHyJICa 
T'pum H peli, UTO C Hero Ha CerOJHA XBATHT ASBIKOB. BOT 
BOOOINe BCeX. 


TpHl Mompomjaca, ocrapy Tavio B WeHTpe BHHMaHHA, 
CMeCTHBINEMCA OT ABePHOTO TpoeMa K MBaHY, MOMBUI pykH 
M HallpaBWIcd B CBOIO KOMHATY C TBep/bIM HaMepeHbeM Jleub 
cmaTb. HoaTomy, Koryja ero BCTpeTHO apocTHoe MHraHHe 
Tene@oua, [pH u3fa B efO CTOPOHY HeJOBOMbHBIM CTOH H 
OTIOKHI OyMary C KapaH{allloM Ha KpoBarTb. 


“Situation normal. Your agent. Sleep.’””, Grip wrote back, flipped © — «Arent, oTyeT». JlepeBalliko, —Tuacwil 3KpaH Tocme BKIIOUe- 
the phone, climbed into bed and fell asleep. Hua. TOMbKO 3TOFO He XBaTasio! 

—«loxa Hopm. Bam arent. Cath.» — ormucasca Ipun, 

TOJOKMI TeepOH IKPaHOM BHHS, 3asle3 B KPOBATb H 3acHyI. 


(Not) organized 


Turning in bed came to an abrupt end once the pencil poked Grip 
between the ribs. In retrospect, placing it on the bed was a terri- 
ble idea. 


The footboard was adorned with another thermal suit. Grip’s 
phone blinked downwards demandingly on the bedside table. 


Yesterday’s 

“Agent, report.” 

“Situation normal. Your agent. Sleep.” 

grew a slightly less laconic: 

“Outta your mind? A report to me, hi to mom. Now.” 


Grip yawned and elaborated: 

“There will be a second contact. There is a new word. Obtained 
permission to demonstrate several objects. Negotiations are 
carried out with a totally new alien, who has never talked to 
humans before.” 


(He)opraHH30BaHHBbI 


JloBeptesca. Kapanyam TKHyI I puny mpamo mop peGpo. Ioxaa 
Oba Hed, KIACTb eTO Ha KPOBaTE. 


B Horax BHCen elle OHH TepMOKOCTIOM. Teme@oH TpeboBa- 
TeIbHO MHT al BHH3, B TYMOOUKY. 


BuepaliHee 

— ATeHT, OTUET. 

—TIoxa Hop. Ba arent. Crats. 

HONOMHHMIIOCh UyTb MeHee JaKOHHUHEIM: 

—TpI Tam oGamjjen? Mue — oTyet, MaMe — Ipuper. BpInMON- 
HATD. 


[pul 3eBHYJI H pa3BHJI MBICIIB: 

—Bropomy KoHTakTy — OnITb. EcTb HoBoe cioBo. Tonyaun 
paspellleHHe Ha JJeMOHCTpallMio HeCKOJIbKHX Mpe/{MeTOB. 
Ha Meperopopax COBepIeHHO HOBBIM IpHielel, KOTOPEIH 
paHee C JIO/[bMH He pa3roBapHBall. 


There was also a “you didn’t look great last night, please come 
for a checkup” from Maria and an audio from mom. Mom has 
sent some very generic words on how proud she is and how 
she misses him already. She didn’t sound overly worried, more 
like, feeling down in general. Grip decided against disclosing 
anything specific about the mission, only what he feels about it; 
and concluded with a request to tell him more about her and her 
life. 


OK, now, Maria. Grip’s mouth was dry, he was hungry. Wait, did 
he eat anything yesterday? No surprise tha— 


A phone rang right in his hand. Dan: 

“Morning, colleague. Listen, the system isn’t ideal here, I mean, 
I don’t see what you’re sending and where. Just the size of it. 
Also means I have no idea what’s urgent and what can wait. So, 
please, when you send something urgent, drop me a message 
shortly afterwards. This way I’ll know it should go out right 
away, OK? 

“Sure. The first one was a report, so I guess you should” 

“A report, you say?” Dan chuckled. “OK, I’ll send it right away. 
See ya—” 

“Wait, and... about the other one. How often do you send them?” 

“You mean, batched ones? These will go out with the next batch, 
so could be up to 8 hours of delay if you’re particularly unlucky 
with timing.” 

“Thank you!” Grip was, once again falling prey to that exhausting 
mode of operation, when he grasped the general sense, but only 


Eme 6buM «TI BYepa HEBAKHO BHITIATeI, 3a, WoKamylicra 
Ha OCMOTp» oT Mapuu ¥ ayfMo OT Mambl. Mama HaroBopuuia 
KaKHX-TO OOWMX COB O TOM, KaK OHA HM TOpyTCA H CKyYaeT, 
HO, Bpoge, He CHMWKOM epexuBana. Tpycrusa, cKopee. 
[pull pew HM COBa He TOBOPHTh O AMjepHyax u 3ajaHHy, 
3allMCasl OTBET TOJIBKO po ceOs, HaCTpoeHHe H CaMOUYBCTBHE, 
H MOMpOCH paccKa3aTb NOOOMBbIMe 0 cee HW KaK TaM JKU3Hb. 


Tellepb OCTasIOCb CXOAUT K Mapuu. Bo pty Hepecoxso, XOTeNIOCb 
eCTb. OH BYepa BOOOIMe XOTb YTO-TO en? Tora He YMBUTeIbHO— 


Temeou 3a3BOHHII IIpAMo y Hero B pyke. JI3H: 

—Jo6poe ympo, Konneza. Cnywat, mym cucmema, cKascem 
MAK, HeudeabHaA, 6 CMbICTe, A He BUCY, MO Mbl OMNpaAs- 
TAewb U KyOa. TonbKo pa3smep. A 3HaYUM, He 3HalO, umo 
CpOuHoe, a UMO MonCeM nNodoHOamb. TaK uMo, nosx#canyticma, 
ecu 4MO-MO CPOUHOe, CKUHe NocNe He2o coobueHue MHE, 
4moObl OHO He HCOaNo. XOPOulo? 

— Koneuno. Tepeoe, 3mo 6vin omuem, mak umo, dymaio— 

— Omuem, 2oeopuub? — ycmexuynica IaH. — JIaduo, 3HauUM, 
e20 omnpaelaio npsmo cettuac. Yeudumca— 

—TITIocmoume, 2... Hacuem emopoeo. Kak yacmo ébl UX OMNpaAs- 
Jneme? 

—B cmbicne, nakemuole? Oxu notidym cnedyioweli napmueit, 
mak 4umo 3mMo 00 BoOCbMU UACOB 3adepHCKU. BoceMb, ecnu He 
nogezem CO BpemeHem. 

— Cnacu6o! — I'put onaTb mpoBasMBalicd B ITO H3MaTBIBAl0- 
Tee COCTOAHHE, KOT/a CMBICI B IelOM NOHATeH, a MHOTHe 


a fraction of the words making it up. Yet there was, seemingly, 
nothing worth clarifying. “The second one can wait.” 
“Got you, and sorry for the hassle. The system, y’know.” 
“Yeah-yeah, no problem.” 


So. Checkup. Maria. Where is that? Grip couldn’t navigate the 

fist half of the hase. 

“Where should I go?” he wrote, changed his clothes and read the 
answer: 

“Come to the teleports.” 

Cool. Can do. 


At the last crossing, Maria called him through a door frame. 
Turns out her room was right here, just a flimsy separator 
wall away from the teleports... Not a room, a study. A lab, 
even. Screens with some graphs and drawings, translucent... 
tableware?.. with unidentifiable stuff inside. And a small 
boring fridge by the entrance, one thing Grip could identify with 
absolute certainty. The equipment looked more electronic than 
biomedical to Grip, there were even wires in one of the table 
corners. The room looked like neither an operating room, nor a 
doctor’s office; there wasn’t even a second chaiz, let alone a sofa. 


“Hi, thanks for coming.” 

‘Hello. Is there something wrong with me?” 

‘I don’t know-— I should mention upfront, I’m not a doctor —I just 
don’t like how you looked last night. You were fine at first, then 
suddenly got all pale and tired.” 

“But...” Grip fumbled. “It’s normal, isn’t it? To be tired after... 


cOBa — HeT, HO H YTOUHATS Bpose HU Heyero. — Bmopoe 
Moucem nodoxcdamb. 

— [TonaA, U uz6UHU 3a GecnoKolicmeo. Cucmema, 3HaeUb JU. 

— JJa-da, HuKakux npo6em. 


Max. Ocmorp. Mapua. [ye sto? Ha kynalKo momoBHHe 6a3bI 
Tp COBCeM He OPHeEHTHpOBaIcs. 

— Kyda udmu? — Hanucal On, Mepeojyesca H Ipountal OTBET: 
— K menenopmam. 

Ata. ITO MODKHO. 


Mapya OKIMKHyla ero Ha TocweyHeM MepeKpecTKe. OKa3a- 
NOCb, YTO e€ KOMHATAa ObIa IpPAMO y TeMeNOpToB, 3a TOHKOM 
CTeHKOH-eperopoxKou... He KoMuaTa, KaOuHer. A elle TOUHEE, 
ma6dopatTopua. Ha s3kpaHax — HeNOHATHEIe Tpa@uKU H PHCYHEY, 
TpospayHas... MOcya?... C HEMOHATHEIMH WITYKaMH BHYTpH. Bor 
uTo I'pHil on03Hall CO BCeH yBepeHHOCTHIO, TaK ITO MaJleHBKHH 
XOJIOJWIBHUK IpaMmo y Bxoja. O6opyfoBanne puny KazaJoce 
Gomee 3EKTPOHHBIM, HOKeIH OHOMENHIMHCKHM, a B OJHOM 
yray cTONa Take JeKasH pooja. ITO He ObVIO WOXOKe HH Ha 
OllepaljHOHHy!0, HH Ha IpHeMHyt0 Bpaya; axKe BTOpOro cTya 
He ObUIO, He TOBOPA WK O KyMleTKe. 


—IIpueem, cnacu6o, umo 3awen. 

— 3dpaecmeyiime. Co MHOi umO-mo He mak? 

—Al He 3Ha10— cpa3y CKaHy, A He Bpau —npocmo MHe He Noupa- 
BULOCb, KAK Mbl BYepa BbienAdeN. Bpode HOPMANbHbIt Obl, a 
nomom noOnedven u cman makol ycmaewui. 

— Ho... — toyOupan cnospa Tpun. — Imo xe HopmanbHo? 


teleporting.” 

‘No, it’s not,” Maria shook her head. ‘“You’re supposed to 
feel great post-hop. Well-rested, satiated... not hungry,” she 
rephrased after seeing Grip frown. 

She sent a long thoughtful look across the room, but, before Grip 

could follow it, addressed him again: 

“Anyway, come with me, let’s not make it awkward with the hand 
scanner.” 


They returned to the teleports, where Maria opened the lid of the 

closest one, and made an inviting gesture with her hand. The lid 

looked rather heavy, adorned with shiny mechanisms hanging 

downwards from it. Grip climbed in awkwardly, laid on his back 

and asked: 

“Should I stop breathing?” 

“Please don’t stop breathing,” Maria answered with a straight 
face. “I’m no doctor, but that doesn’t sound healthy at all.” 

Her phone rang. 

“Yeah and no matter what’s happening, don’t touch the moving 
parts.” 

And then, into the phone: 

“Hi, Lee!.. Nope, I’m not planning to... It’s just a medical scan... 
no-no, a quick one... bye-bye!” 

She closed the lid, leaving Grip alone in a dimly-lit box, with the 

said moving parts set in motion immediately, right above his face. 

The hard bottom of the box and something else moving almost 

out of his sight haven’t helped him feel any comfortable. 


Ycmanocme nocne... menenopmayuu. 

—Hem, eoece vem, — 3aKayala ronoBow Mapua. — Iocne 
Npbl#CKA Mbl GoMHCeH Obl YyecMeoBaMb ceOA NpeKPAcHo. 
OmdoxHyéelullM, HACbIUJCHHbIM... He 2000HbLM, — Tlepedpa- 
3HpoBasla Ova, Korga pun cxMypuiica. 

Ona, 3a YMaBIIHCb, YCTaBMacb Ky/{a-TO B JAIbHMA rou, HO, He 

ycnien pum Tyj{a MOBepHYTECA, CHOBa OOpaTHacb K HEMY: 

— Tak, NadHo, udem CO MHOIi, a Mo Cc pyuHblM CKaHepom bydem 
HeNOBKO. 


OHH BepHY/HCb K TeNenoptaM, rye Mapua OTKpbla KpBILIKy 

OWKHerO H MaxHyza I'puny pyKou, uroGbl 3aneszam. KppmKa 

BEITIAfela TMKENOH, C Hee CBHCaM Kakue-TO OmecTauHe 

MeXaHH3MBI. pH HeOBKO 3ayle3 B AIMK, ler Ha CIIMHY H 

CIIpOcHM: 

— Mune nepecmamb dbluiamb? 

— Towcanyticma, He nepecmaeaii dbluuamb, — oTBeTUNIa Mapua 
C cepbe3HBbIM JIMIOM. — 4 He epau, HO 3ey4UM KaK umo-mo 
OUeHb He300poeoe. 

Y Hee 3a3BOHHII Teneou. 

— H 0a, umo Obl He cnyuunocs, He mpoeali Oeusxcywueca YACMU. 

VU, ye B Temle@ou: 

— I[pueem, JTu!.. He-a, a He co6bupanaco... [Ipocmo MeduyuxncKoe 
CKQHUpOBaHUe... HeM-HeEM, Mbl ObIcmpo... NoKa-noKa! 

Ouna 3aKpblla KpBIIKy, OcTaBHB [pula B TYCKIO OCBeL|eHHOM 

AIJMKe, HW TYT Ke IPAMO Haji eFO JIMIOM 3allAcamM Te CaMble 

TBWKYUMeCA YacTH. /KecTKHH HH3 ALMKa HW YTO-TO elle, ABHTa- 

TOMeecA MOUTH 3a IpeyjewamMu BAAMMOCTH, TOKe He NpHOaBLAIH 


HH KallJIv ytoTa. 


A cHapykKH, TeM BpeMeHeM, OylleBal pasroBOp Ha BbICOKHX 
ToHax. KTo-To KpHua Ha Maputo, Mapua ompapypiBamacs. 
Tomoca Bypyr 3aMONKIM, JBUKeHHe OCTaHOBMJIOCh, a KpbIIIKa 

— Tloguaacb. CramMuHa DuaHTbeBHa OeclepeMOHHO yXBaTHIIa 

Tpuila, erko 3aKHHyJla Ha IWleyo, HO TYT %Ke aKKypaTHO 

MOcTaBHla Ha TO. 

— Kak mbl cama npekpacHo Moxcelulb Budems, MOYHO Hem! — 
Bo3parKasla Mapua. 

— Ymo 6 mupe, c 4e20 Mol BoObWe Pea, YMO Mel ONA 3MOzO 
yuuena? — yrpoxkatollje HacTylayia Ha Hee CramuHa OwaH- 
TbeBHA. 

JIMileHHEIe NOHATHOTO puny KOHTeKCTA, 3HAKOMBIe 10 OTLeNIb- 

HOCTH aHIJIMHcKHe cioBa OONbWe He CTBIKOBANMCh Apyr Cc 

pyro. 

— OUHUCb, HA YMO MbI HameKaelub? IIoKAa He ebiIcmaeua cebA 
nonHot Oypoti — 4mo UMeHHO Mbl cobpanacb eMeHUMb? 

OtBeT CTaHHbI OWIAaHTbeBHBI He CTal AOKMMATKCA KOHIa 

pasbt Mapuu, u jjambuie TpHm 3To mope UM Ha ciOBa-TO 

pasyeuIHTb He MOT. 


OH ToTeps#HHO 3a03Mpasicd HM 3aMeTHM TamMio, Habmiojaio- 
Wyl0 3a HMM 43 KopHpopa, C ABYMA OObIIMMH UBeTHEIMH 
TIOOMKaMH B paBort pykKe. Ona ToMasa eTo B3TIAL, H WOMaxaia 
emy JleBol. Ilo Mepe cO/MKeHHA OHA paccesHHO OTCTYNaJa, 
T10Ka He 3aBella eTO B NabopaTOpHw, OOOrHy 1a XOMO/WIbHUK 4 
ceyla Ha HON B YTON, ClyWaTb lepeloox 3a NeperopogKoH. 


Meanwhile, voices started screaming outside. Someone shouted 
at Maria, Maria defended herself. Suddenly everything went 
quiet, the movement has stopped, and the lid went up. Stalina 
Filantievna hoisted Grip onto her shoulder unceremoniously, 
then, immediately, carefully put him down on the floor. 
“As you can see for yourself, he definitely is not!” Maria argued. 
“What in the world, how dare you even think you’re cleared for 
this?” 
Stalina Filantievna walked up to her menacingly. Without 
a clear overarching context, the individual words no longer 
clicked together. 
“Snap out of it, what are you implying? Before you make a fool 
out of yourself, what exactly are you planning to incriminate?” 
Stalina Filantievna didn’t wait for her to finish, and the resulting 
mash was no longer even segmentable into words. 


Grip looked around, disoriented, and noticed Thalia observing 
the scene from where they came from, listening carefully, two 
colourful tubes in her hand. She caught his glance and waved 
at him. As Grip approached Thalia, she was stepping back 
absentmindedly, until she lured him into the lab, around the 
fridge and into the corner. There she sat on the floor, listening 
to the commotion through the separator. 


“What's going on?” Grip whispered, sitting down next to her. 

“Maria put you into our scanner,” Thalia glanced across him 
briefly, focused on the other conversation. 

“So ?” 


— UTo npovcxoyuT? — npomentan pun, ycwaxKuBasch payoM. 
— Mapua zacynyna Te6s B Halll CKaHep. — CKOJIb3HYJ1a 10 HEMYy 
BSILAOM Tau, COCpeyoTOUeHHad Ha JpyroM pasrogope. 

—Y? 

TasIHa HelOHMMatollle MOCMOTpelia Ha Hero. 

—W umuyero, HaBepHoe, — OTBeTWIa oHa. — THI Ke He 
TlapayIH30BaHHbIM, 4TO... — OHa Cfelala naysy, pasdupaa 
OJHOBpeMeHHY!0 peyb 3a MeperoposKoH — ... 4TO OHA 
cyenaet? Kotmety B dope I'puma?.. 

er Takoe HM 10 @OTOrpaduH IpHrOTOBATb MOXKHO, — 
TIpeqNoOKW pH. 

— TBI 4TO, a Kak Ke BKyc? Tak OH He OypeT... THxo, — oHa 
NOAHAIA NaOH, Oy ATO OCTaHaBMBasa. 


Tomloca CMeHHIMCb 3HePIMUHbIMH Waramu. CTrayMHa Onsay- 
TbeBHa H Mapua yxoqMn? Cioqja wiv HeT? ToT Ke Bompoc 
BOJIHOBasI H Tamuto. Her, He cBepHYJIH, He cloyja. B cTONOBy10? 


TamHa pacciabwacb H 3aroBopmMuecku CIpocusa: 

— Mopoxenxoe 6yyemn? 

— CipalimBaemth?! — Bocipa fyxom I'pun. 

OH He TOJIBKO Obi TOJONeH, TaK elle M KNHMaT IIcHIOH UHH 3 
TOJIBKO K TaKOH effe H pactouarall. 


Tama 3ayibiOalach, MONOKWIa TIOOMKM Ha XOMO/MIbHHK U 
Cfleasia J]eMOHCTpaTHBHBIM B3MaX KHCTbIO. Hepectb OTKya 
NOABHBINMeCA B HEH JO/KeUKH C AJIMHHEIMA Py4KaMu OBL 
BEIaHbI I'pury. 3aTem Tasiva OTKpbiIa XOJOMIBHUK, UTOOBI 
W3BIeUb W3 HETO CTCKMAHHYIO TOCYMHY, H Ha CeKyHAY Wepey 


She looked at him quizzingly. 

“Uh, nothing, I guess,” she replied. “You're not paralysed, 
what...” she paused again to parse the concurrent speech 
behind the separator. “.. what is she gonna do? Make 
Grip-shaped steaks?” 

“.. .. @ photo should be enough to make a steak...” Grip specu- 
lated. 

“But the taste? It just won't be... Shush,” she raised her palm ina 
stopping gesture. 


The voices stopped, replaced with energetic steps. Stalina 
Filantievna and Maria are leaving? Coming here? Probably, 
that’s what Thalia is figuring out as well. No, not here. To the 
canteen? 


Thalia relaxed and conspired: 

“Would you like some ice cream?” 

“You bet!” Grip’s morale soared. 

Not only he was hungry; Epsilon Indi 3 climate lent itself perfectly 
to ice cream. 


Thalia smiled wide, put the tubes aside and flicked her wrist 
demonstratively. Two long spoons appeared out of nowhere, 
spinning between her fingers before getting handed to Grip. 
Then she opened the fridge to produce a glass container out of 
it, flashing a menacing pile of sticker-laden syringes for a split 
second. Thalia then took one of the spoons back to split the ice 
cream roughly in two halves. Grip wasted no time tasting his. 
“So bland.” 


TpHnoM MeJIbKHya TOKa C YyrpoKalolero Bua TOpKOH 

Immpules, BCe B HakweKax. Tama 3adpana oOpaTHo ofHy 

NOKKY, UTOOLI pasyelHTb MOpoxKeHoe IpHMepHO MonoMaM. 

[pul BpeMeHH He TepsII H Ke DeryCTHpoBall CBO10 NOJIOBHHY: 

— be3BkycHoe Kakoe, — 3aABHII OH. 

— OH elle KaylyeTca, — JeaHHo BO3MyTHacb TaslMa H B3Asa 
TI0OuKH. — TeGe KaKoH? 

[putt BEIOpasl TIOOHK C OpawKeBoH KpBIMNKON. CKopee HacafKoN, 

BeJIMKOBATA JIA IPOCTO KPbIMIKH. Taya B3asa TOT, YTO C CHHeH 

Hi CTaJla BEIJaB/IMBaTb Ha CBO IOJIOBHHY. 


— Bor 9To jleno! 

TlomoyiaM C alleyIbCHHOBLIM HeIOHATHO YeM MOpoxKeHoe 

3aHIpalo HOBLIMH KpacKaMH. [pH B BOcTOpre yMHHas CMecb 

3a 06e WeKH, He CHJIBHO OTCTaBasla H Taina. 

—Jloxxy o6mmKu nomyume, — cKa3aa ona, Korga Tpun 
3a4epnHyI MOCMeqHHM TBEPABIM KYCOK. 

— YT06bI BbI MOH OMOMOTMYeCKHe MaTepHatbl coOpas? Kioun- 
poBaTb 6yyeTe? — cipocun I'pun, crapaTerbHo o6mM3bIBad 
JIOKKKY. 

— ]lypak TI, — 6e331060HO cKa3azia Tama. — Ipocro 3amay- 
KaTbCA He XOUy. 

— Vi3BuHH, — cla Ha3ayq pun. — Cracu6o 3a MopoxeHoe. 

TloKa eMKOCTb BO3Bpallalacb B XOJOJMAHUK. [pul cmor elle 

pa3 B3IIAHYTb Ha WIPHUb H HakeHKH. bwKalillad racwa 

«Mapua». Jloxku Taya CHOBa KpyTaHyJla B pyKe H OHH KyJja-To 

nporasu. 


“How ungrateful of you,” she parried with mock indignation and 
grabbed the tubes. “Pick your poison.” 

Grip chose the one with the orange cap. Attachment, possibly, 

that’s a bit too large for a cap. Thalia took the blue one and 

squeezed it out onto her half. 


“That’s the stuff.” 

Mixed with the orange-flavoured goo, the ice cream turned 

delicious. Grip stuffed his face excitedly, Thalia mostly kept up. 

“Lick the spoon good,” she instructed, as he scooped the last solid 
chunk. 

“So that you can collect my biological material? Gonna clone 
me?” 

“Don’t wanna stain my suit, stupid.” 

“Sorry,” Grip backtracked. “Thank you for the ice cream.” 

Placing the container back to the fridge offered Grip another 

brief glance at the syringe pile. The closest sticker said “Maria”. 

Spoons were then spun back into oblivion with another flick of 

a wrist. 


“Let’s go, weve got a lot to cover.” 

“Got what?” Grip caught up to her. 

“Like, order everything you've promised to bring yesterday? 
And come up with at least some semblance of a plan. And you, 
obviously, didn’t write your reports. And we should probably 
show the new signs to Irakli.” 

“And I should also find some time to study,” Grip muttered 
absentmindedly. “Hope they’ve calmed down already.” 


— Bee, NOrHasIH, y Hac Jey HeBIIpPOBOPOT. 

— ero Tam y Hac? — yoruas ee I'put. 

—Hy, Hallpumep, 3aKa3aTb BCe, YTO TH BYepa Haodellat? 
Kakol-HuKaKoH Ila Obl HaM He WOMellan. HM oruer TH 
Buepa TOUHO He Mca. H ellie 3Haku HOBbIe Hao Upaxuto 
10Ka3atTb. 

—V{ rjle-To elle UpHyetca Halt BpeMa, UTOOLI yAAMTECA, — 
paccesHHO mpo6opmortan I'pun. — Haetocb, oH TaM yKe 
OCTBUIM. 

Tloropopus 3Ty @pa3sy, OH OCTaHOBHJICA HM MpHcmymazca. He 

CHJIbHO-TO OHH OCTBIIM, ITO H OTCIOZa OUIO CIIBIMHO. 


—A Toyvemy-— eCiM TbI TOBOpHIIb, YTO HHYerO cTpalHoro — 
OHH BCe HHKaK He yTOMOHATCA? 

Bompoc Tayto noBecesHI. 

— Bapocuble, — HeollpeyjeyeHHo lloMaxaJla OHa pyKaMu, loy}6u- 
pas ciloBa, — Kak JleTH, Hy. Vu, 3acTaBb Hx padorTats. 

—? 

— Ko TyT JunmomaT? Mbt c TOOOH KOHTakTepbl, CUHTal, JMMI0- 
MaTH4eCKHi Kopiiyc. A OHH Hac OOCIYKUBAIOT, TO eCTb Ha Hac 
padotaoT, — Jo3MpoBasia TasMa, TepleHBO BLDKHas, 10Ka 
y [puma mepeBepHetcs KapTuHa Mupa. — Vi celuac OHH ABHO 
He paOoraior. 

Tomoc 43 CTOMOBOH CTasI BAPyr HeecTeCTBeHHO POBHBIM — 

CrasmHa OuaHTbeBHa YTO-TO JMKTOBaIa WIM 3a4MThIBala. 

— Hy Tak HM H OOSACHH MM, TO TEI 3}eCb HAYAIIBHHK, H XBATHT 
MM CTpaflaTb HeNOHATHO YeM, — [OBepliMsa OrMyecKyl0 
Yenouxy Tass, a [pu Tak H He Halley B ee paccyKqeHHAX 


He finished that sentence and stopped to listen. As it was evident 
from over here, they haven't entirely calmed down. 


“Why- If you say it’s no big deal, why are they still upset about 
it?” 

Thalia found the question funny: 

“Adults...”, she waved her hands around vaguely, gathering 
words, “Just like kids, you know. Go make them do their jobs.” 

“Me?” 

“Why, who’s a diplomat, you or them? We’re a contact group, like, 
adiplomatic corps. So, that’d make them service personnel to us, 
they’re here to help us,” Thalia dispensed these ideas bit-by-bit, 
giving Grip’s world view ample time to turn on its head. “And 
what they’re doing now ain’t helping.” 

The voice from the canteen became unusually monotonous, as if 

Stalina Filantievna started dictating something. 

“So, show them who’s the boss and make them cut this nonsense,” 
Thalia concluded, all without Grip finding a single weak link in 
her reasoning. 

The voices got more emotional again. Grip hesitated. 


“Haven't you learned at least some style?” Thalia wondered. 

“Learned what?” Grip snapped out of thinking. 

“How to maintain composure. Put on a face. Ah, whatever. Just 
be confident, like you’re the adult here, and they’re just kids 
quarrelling. Bring it on,” Thalia concluded and dragged him 
towards the canteen. 


Grip remembered his first lesson on style, but couldn’t figure out 


W3bAHA. 
Tomoca OAT HabpaH IMONMOHAMbHEIe OOopoTH, [pun 
Oopoucsa C HepeMHTeIbHOCTBIO. 


—TIIpo crumb Te6e Xora Ob OObACHHII? 

—IIpo uro? — xpatuica pun. 

—TIpo camoo6najjanue. Kak epkatTb mun. A, mayo. IIpocro 
BeH CeOd YBEPeHHO, COBHO THI 3/[€Cb B3POCMBIH, a OHH TAK, 
Oanytotca. JlaBal, — u Tanuad noTaluma ero K CTONOBOH. 


[pull BCHOMHHI CBOM e/MHCTBeHHEIM ypOK CTHWIA, HO KaK 3TO 
ClOfja IpHMeHHTb, IPHAYMaTb He ycilel. OHM WIM pelMrelb- 
HBIM IalOM B CTOJOBY10, YTO-TO THXO TOBOpHAa Mapua («—KaK 
C OyXOM, MaK U 6yKeoll coemecmHOzO—», YerO?), H TYT TamHA, 
XHTpWora, OBKO OTCTaa Ha fjBa Wala, OTYerO HX BXO] B 
KOMHATY IpeBpaTWICd B eFO BXO, B KOMHAaTY. OGopauHBaTECs K 
Hel OBLIO yKe COBCEM He C PyKU. 


— Komanoa! — rapxuyn I'pum, nepe6us Mapu. 

Ona, JIu3a, CTanuHa @yslaHTbeBHa, CHJeBINMH moosalb 

Vpaxnuit Kocmopnuy — Bce ycTaBHsIHCb Ha Hero. 

— Bol ue20 mym denaeme, 4e20 He pabomaem? — TIpoyoWKUN 
OH, — Y Hac emopaA ecmpeud Uepe3, CKONbKO, OeBAMb 4ACOB, a 
pa6bombi no 2zopno! Cmanuna! Ipucmynume kK uzzomoeneHuro 
ceemaAweuca NANOUKU. 

—Al! — HeBHATHO-YTBepAHTebHO OTBeTHIIa CTasIHHa, HO 
T103bI He epeMeHHIa. 

JloBombHEIM Upaxnuit Kocmosuy of006puTeibHo KpAKHyI, Tpoe 

OCTAJIBHBIX CMOTpesH Ha [puma c BO3pacTalolMM MHTepecoM. 


how was that applicable now. They’ve marched to the canteen, 
Grip scrambled for words, then started listening to Maria’s 
quiet counterargument, but too late (“-played by the letter and 
the spirit of the joint-”? what?), as Thalia, a sly fox, fell two 
steps behind at the last moment, turning their entrance into his 
entrance. Well, telling her what he thinks of her would be out of 
style. 


“Crew!” Grip barked, interrupting Maria. 

She, Lisa, Stalina Filantievna, Irakli Kosmovich sitting aloof — 

everyone stared at him. 

“What are you doing here, why aren’t you working!” he contin- 
ued. “Our next meeting with lizards is in, what, 9 hours, and 
we've got a lot of work to do! Stalina! Start with printing us a 
glowing stick.” 

“Aye!” Stalina affirmed indistinctly without changing her pose. 

Irakli grunted approvingly, well-pleased, the rest watched Grip 

with a growing interest. 

“Maria!” Grip turned. “Let’s go, we need you to draw animals. 
Irakli Kosmovich, I'll visit you later today.” 

Maria stood up slowly and went out. Grip turned around to 

follow her, but Thalia fell behind again for a second before 

catching up. 

“And why do you fall behind?” 

“Shook a finger at them,” Thalia reported. 

Grip let out a long sigh. 


“What do you mean: ‘draw animals’?” Maria asked, confused. 


— Mapua! — mozepuyncsa pun. — Hdem, nyscHo, umobvl MoI 
Hapucoeana xcueomHblx. Hpaxnuti Kocmoeuy, K 6am salidy 
nose. 

Mapua MeqleHHo BCTasia H Wouwia. I pull IpucTpowics 3a Heit, H 

MUHOBal TaJIH10 KOTOpad OMATh Ha CeKYHy OTCTama. 

—A TbI ¥ero OTCTaelIb? 

—Tlorpo3viia HM Tasbljem, — oTUMTaacb Tama. 

pH MPOTSDKHO B3AOXHYII. 


—B cmbvicne, «Hapucogana dueoMHbIX»? — pacTepsHHO 
Tlepeciipocwia Mapua. 

—JImo- A Ke BYepa paccKasvieana, Hbiom 3auKMepecosanca 
IUBOMHBIMU, U Mbl noobelyanu npuKHecmu KAaPpMUHKU- 
OH Hasbleaem UX «CxeMbl», — CYeTIMBO IyCTHMach B 
oObAcHeHHA Taya. 

— «Hbwom»? — Haxmypwica [put 

— Ja, 0a, 2 3Hato, HO Npocmo He Moey yOepotambca—— CKPHBH- 
mach OHA. 

— Tanua... — BMelamacb Mapua. 

——OH CAM Hasbigaem ce6a «HossuM»®, a mpumox' — amo 3Ke 
makaa awepKa. 

—Tpumox — we slwepuya, a canamaxopa, — Bospasusa 
Mapua. — A eau mecmubiii dpye — Hu mo, Hu dpyeoe! 
Tbl MeHA Boobwwe He crywaelus, MaK 4mO nocmapaiocr 
emecmo me6aA docmyyameca do Tpuna. Imo nroxaa Uden 


7 «new» 
4 newt» 


“That was— I told you yesterday, Newt has expressed an interest 
in animals, and we’ve promised him we'll bring pictures— He 
calls those ‘schemes’,” Thalia began to explain. 

“Newt?” Grip frowned. 

“Yeah, yeah, I know, I just can’t resist” she made a grimace. 

“Thalia...” Maria interjected. 

“he calls himself ‘new’, and newts are some kind of lizards.” 

“‘Newts are not lizards, newts are salamanders,” Maria objected, 
“and your friend over there is neither! Also, since you're clearly 
not listening, so I'll try to get through to Grip instead. It’s a bad 
idea to call him... it... a name it didn’t pick itself! How would you 
like him calling you names they choose?” 

“... they'll have to choose names for us if they want to call us 
something.” 

“Yeah,” Thalia backed him. 
anyway.” 

“That’s not what I meant. What if he doesn’t like his.” 

“Why wouldn’t he?” Thalia wondered. “When he calls himself 
‘new’.” 

“Who knows. What if they find real newts ugly? Also, why do you 
think it’s a ‘he’?” Maria finished triumphantly. 

“He... no idea...” she trailed off, befuddled. 


“They can’t call us our names 


Once Maria sat down, she got bombarded with conflicting 
requirements. Took a while for her to understand the contact 
group wanted schematic drawings of various small animals with 
a lizard thrown in for scale, plus tables of animals’ parameters 
for the reference. The selection of said animals proved to be the 


HA3bIGAMb E20... UMeHEM, KOMOpoe OH CaM He ebloupan! Bam 
Obl NOHPABULAOC, eCNU Obl OHU CMaNU 36aMb BAC WMeHAMU, 
Komopble OHU BblOpanu? 

— ... HOUM NPUeEMCA BbIOPAMb HAM UMEHA, ECU UM 3AxXONeMCA 
Hac KAK-Mo 36amb. 

— fa, — nopyepxasa [puna Tana. — Hawumu wmenamu onu 
BCE PABHO HAC 36aMb He CMoeym. 

— He 06 3mom. Bopye 3mo emy He noKpaeumca. 

— Touemy 6b1? — yuBwiach Tamua.— Koeda ou CaM Ha36asica 
«HOBbLM». 

—Omxyda Ham 3Hame. Bopye Hacmoswue mpumonbl um 
nokascymca ypodnueoimu. Kcmamu, nouemy mobi pewuusa, 
YmMo IMO «OH»? — TpHyMOalIbHO 3aKOHUHIa Mapua. 

— Ou... 6€3 noHAMUA... — COMTaA C TOKY BONpPOcoM, 3aTHxXIa 
Tammi. 


He ycitea Mapua cecTb 3a CTOUI, KaK YTOHy/a B IpoTHBOpedH- 
BEIX TpedoBaHHAx. He cpa3y, HO OHa BEIYIWa H3 3aKa34HKOB, 
uTO OHH XOTAT CXeMaTH¥eCKHe H300paHKeHHA MaJIeHbKHX 
KMBOTHBIX, C AMepHiet JA MaciiTa6a U c Tabet Xapakte- 
PHCTHK JVla cipaBKU. Bebop sTHX MKMBOTHEIX OKa3aicd CAMO 
TpyHHou wacrhio: 


—Kypuua! 

—O! Ha! C ypinnenkom! H stiuom! Bce emecme. Auwepuupt ie 
omKnadvieaiom aiiua? 

— Hem. Boo6we nem. Onu xcusopodaiyue, poscaiom MaNeHbKUX 
aluepuy. Bol MOUNO XoOmuMe Kypuuy? 


hardest part. 


“A chicken!” 

“Ooh! Yeah! And a hen! And an egg! All together, same picture. 
Lizards do lay eggs, don’t they?” 

‘No. They absolutely don’t. They give live birth to little lizards. 
Are you still sure you want a chicken?” 

“Yes!” 

“As you say... but that means, we’re dropping something else.” 

“Growlick?” 

“No, not the growlick!” 


A three-in-one chicken, a hare and a fly made it to the top three 
list, but, at the last moment, Grip insisted on an amoeba as 
well. Maria corrected their wild ideas on biology with incessant 
pedantry, and already started putting up a collage of a hen, a 
chick, an egg and a half-transparent lizard. 


“When will they be ready?” Grip asked. 

“Let me see... Give me five, maybe three hours. I’m a biologist, 
not an illustrator.” 

“Oh! We also need to print that other stuff.” 

“Go ahead, I'll find you later,” Thalia decided to stay behind. 

“Wait-wait-wait, just a minute,” Maria opened something else, 
colourful and blurry, then scrolled through a long list of 
numbers for a while. “I don’t have a complete scan, but it’s 
clear anyway you’re dehydrated. Don’t let that suit fool you, it’s 
hot here, even inside, so you sweat a lot. Meaning you need to 
drink much more water. You know where to get water, don’t 


—Ja! 

— Kak ckaxceme... HO Mozda BbIKUdbIeAaeM UMO-Mo Opyeoe. 
—Tpoynuxka? 

— Hem, monbko He epoynuxa! 


B uTore nobeqMIM Kypulla, 3aql] H MyxXa, HO, B NOcieqHHH 
MOMEHT, ‘pH HacTOsM ellje H Ha aMeOe. Mapua, c HeyTOMMMO 
TlejaHTHYHOCThIO WOMpaBlAd UX WpefcTaBleHuA 0 OHONOTHH, 
Havalla COOMpaTb Ha 9KpaHe KOWIAK 3 KyPHUBI, IbIVIeHKa, 
aiila H WomynpospayHon AlepHuEl. 


— Koeda 6ydem 2zomoseo? — cipocun T'pun. 

— Jatt nodymamb... IIamb 4acoe, Moucem mpu. A Guonoe, a He 
wuuocmpamop. 

— 0! Ham xe ewe ece ocmanbHoe neuamam. 

—Tol udu, A me6A nomom xalidy, — pena 3ayjepxKaTEcA 
Tamms. 

— Cmoti-cmoti-cmot, MuHymky... — Mapua OTKpblIa 4TO-TO 
WBeTHOe H MYTHOe, HaffONTO 3acMOTpelacb B JIMHHEIe 
CTOMOMbI wAcen. — CKaHUupoeaxKue HenomHoe, HO y meba 
6 7060M cnyyae obe3BoxCUBAHUe. He dail Kocmiomy ceba 
OOMAKYMb, 30eCb HAPKO, U BHYMpU moze, MAK UMO Mbl 
MHOz0 nomeeulb. H, 3HAUUM, BOObI Mebe HAdO NuMb GonbuIe. 
Tol 3#€ 3HeULb, 20e 63Mb Body, NDaBda? 

— Ja, nonan, 6bydy nume bonbwe. 


CramHa OuslaHTbeBHa cama Halla [puna nepBou. 
— TBI ¥eM TONBKO Ayal, Korya Wowe3 B UX CKaHep? — mpobop- 
MOTaJIa OHA, IPHCOe/MHAACh K HeMy B /JVIMHHOM Kopuyope, 


you?” 
“Yes, I understand, I will drink more.” 


Stalina Filantievna intercepted Grip on his way to find her. 

“What were you even thinking about, crawling into their 
scanner!” she uttered, joining him in the long hallway to the 
canteen. 

“Sorry, what’s the problem?” 

“Maria— the Fist would be able to print you!” 

«and learn allour secrets, uh-huh. What kind of federal secrets 
I know that Thalia doesn’t?” 

“None whatsoever,” she argued not. 

“And there's nothing special about me myself.” 

“AS you say.” 

“So?” 

“So?! The ability to print someone exerts a lot of power over them. 
Just think about it later.” 

“But they can’t print me, can they?” 

“No, they cannot,” she admitted reluctantly. 

“And you can.” 

“‘Tcan.” 

“So, that ship has sailed.” 

“There’s us and there’s Fist. Never ever set foot in their scanner 
again.” 

“Understood. As you say.” 


They found themselves standing in the canteen. 
“You wanted to print something,” she reminded, handing him a 


BeyTYIEM B CTOJIOBY10. 

— Vi3BHHHTe, a B 4eM, COOCTBEHHO, Mpobsema? 

— Mapua— Kynak coor 651 Te6a MeuaTaTs! 

—... H BBIBeJjal Obl BCe HalM TaliHel, ara. Kakwe TaKHe 
eepasIbHble CeKpeTEI 4 3Hal0, KOTOPEIX He 3HaeT Tana? 

— Huxkakue, — Boole He CTasla CIOpHTs OHA. 

—¥{ 4ero-To HeOObIYHOFO BO MHE TOKE HET. 

— Kak CKaxKellib. 

—Hy x? 

— TV?! BosMOxHOCTS pactievaTbIBaTb JofeH — 3TO OrpomHad 
BlacTb. TofzyMai 06 3TOM Ha jocyre. 

— ATa, TOJIBKO Be/Ib OHH He MOTYT MeHA paciteuaTaTb? 

— He MOoryT, — HeOxOTHO IIpH3HaJia OHA. 

— 3aTO BbI MOKeTEe. 

—Mory. 

—Torga 3TOT Noes pxe yell. 

—He ckaxKv. OHO Jeo MBI, coBceM Apyroe — Kymax. B ux 
cKaHep Oombitle He HOTOH. 

—Tlonam. Kak ckaxere. 


OHH JOroBapHBalH ;Ke CTOA MOcepesMHe CTOMOBOH. 

— TBI pacllewaTaTb 4TO-TO XOTeM, — CKa3alla OHA, IPOTATHBAaA 
eMy MaJloyKy. 

[pu lepeyiomun ee, OOXBaTHII MafOHbIO, NOCMOTpell, Kak 

CBeTHTCA. YK TOUHO Jyale, YeM HHYETO. 

— Oa JIA AIeputy He omacHa? EcuH ee MepeKycHTs, B CMBICIIEe. 

— Koryfa He 3Haellb HaBepHaKa, BCeTa CUMTal, YTO OMacHa. 

— Mue nyxuo Gombe. Kak MHHUMYM T10 OJHOH B CHB. 


glow stick. 
Grip snapped it, engulfed it with his hand, observed the light. At 
least that was better than nothing. 
“Ts it dangerous for lizards? If one wants to bite it, I mean.” 
“When you don’t know for sure, always assume it is.” 
“I want more of these. At least one each day.” 
“Sure, I'll print some more.” 
“Thanks, but that’s not all. A magnifying glass.” 
“Just don’t burn anyone with it, OK?” 
“We're meeting at dusk.” 
“With a handle or without one?” 
“Without one, I mean, a small one.” 
She pulled a phone out of her pocket, fiddled with it briefly, 
lowered it, so that Grip can see the screen: 
“Like this?” 
“Uh... is it a small one?” 
“About this large.” 
“Make it half the size. Good. Now something rechargeable, 
fluorescent...” 
Interior decoration catalogue offered a white-ish star. 
“This one, perfect! And I also need a water bottle.” 
“Sure thing...” 
She started scrolling through pictures of bottles really fast. Grip 
has noticed some motion on the periphery, but he was too busy 
with the carousel of- 
“This one— one step back—just like I have at home. Maria told me 
to drink more.” 


— la, KOHeYHO, Cyeyato elle. 

— Cmacn60, Ho 3TOo elle He Bce. JIymia. 

— Ox, He 000KIM TaM HHKOTO, JlayjHO? 

— ]]a MBI XK Ha 3aKaTe... 

—C py4Koi, 6e3? 

— be3, MaJIeHbKy10. 

Ova jOcTana TenepoH H3 KapMaHa, YTO-TO NOHaKHMala, 

olycTua Tak, YTOObI ‘pun ToKe BupeN: 

—Takyto uTo JH? 

— A... 3TO MaJleHbKasl? 

— BOoT Takad IpHMepHo. 

— Cyenalire elle BaBOe MeHbie. Xopomio. Terlepb YTO-HHOyb 
MHOoropa3z0Boe, h00pecleHTHOE... 

B KaTamlore jeKopaliMii HATepbepa Halllacb Oemlecas 3Be3/{04Ka. 

— Bo, ufeambuo, sty! VW ele MHe HY KHa OYTBIIKa 1A BOTBI. 

— He Bompoc... 

Ova IpHHAach OYeHb OBICTPO MCTATb H300paxKeHHA OYTIIOK. 

Kpaem ria3a I'pum 3aMeTH Kakoe-TO J[BWKeHHe, HO OBIT 

CIMIIKOM 3aHAT KapyCcesbI0— 

— 3TY— Ha OfHY Ha3aJ—y MeHa Joma Takas Ke OCTasacb. Mapua 
CKa3aJla, MHe HajlO OOJIbINe IMT. 

—KcraTu, a KOPMHTS BEI eFO IWlaHHpyeTe? — u3yeBaTesIbCKH 
cipocuaa Tama. 


Ouu 06a MoBepHyHch K cTomy. TaMa u36erala UX BSTAOB, 
HavaB MMTb 3 CTaKaHa, HO y ITOH TaKTHKM TyT \Ke Halllevica 
OUeBHHEIM MHHYC: BEYHO IMT OHA He MOMMA, TaK YTO CTaKaH 
IIPHUWIOCb ONYCTHTS H WpO/ODKUTS: 


“By the way, were you planning to feed him?” Thalia asked 
mockingly. 


They both turned to the table. Thalia avoided eye contact 

by immediately drinking from a glass, but this tactic had an 

obvious downside: she couldn’t drink forever, and had to lower 

it eventually and proceed: 

“Relax, I fed him an orange one already. By the way, Grip, they’re 
in that drawer over there.” 

Grip grabbed a blue-tipped tube, and tasted its content. Without 

the ice cream, it wasn’t nearly that great. Stalina Filantievna 

just observed her with an expressionless face, until Thalia felt 

uncomfortable and changed the subject: 

“Stali-ina Filantievna-a, print us a ball.” 

Grip’s phone ticked. 

“Should I also print you goals?” she parried calmly. 

“There must be some category for that.” 

“There is none.” 

“Come on, ple-ease...” 

Besides the “I’ve got a sample for you to check’ from Maria, there 

was a missed one from the chief: “Write so that ifyou die, the next 

one can read it and continue the work.” Grip shivered. 

“I said ‘no’.” 

“Maria has something to show us,” Grip addressed Thalia. 


A “preview” they've collected out of the teleport turned out to 
be the first picture they’ve ordered. Maria accepted corrections, 
asked questions about the next ones, then decided to give them a 


—PaccmlaOprech, O2MH OpawKeBbIH 4 eMy Ke CKOPMMIIa. 
Kcraru, Ip, OHH BOH B TOM AINHKe. 

[pul cxofMi 3a TIOOMKOM C CHHel HacagqKoH WH NompoboBar 

cojlepyKuMoe. bes MopoxKeHOro ObUIO BOOOMe He TO. CTamHHa 

@yaHTbeBHa JIMINb TepllewHBO paccMaTpuBala TasHto coxpa- 

HAA HeHTpasbHoe BbIPAKeHHe JIMIa, WOKa Ta He 3aep3asla W He 

CMeHWIa TeMy: 

— Crammua OyslaHTbeBya, Hy pacevaTaiiTe HaM MAUHK. 

Y Iputia B KapMaue IeKHYyI Teedou. 

—A Bopota Te6e He pacileyatTaTb? — CHOKOMHO OrpbI3Hysacb 
OHA B OTBET. 

— JJowKHa Ke ObITS JIA TAKOTO CTaThA. 

— Hert Takoii. 

—Hy nloxasyiicra... 

Kpome «y mexA ecmb o6pa3eu, 2elabme» oT Mapuy, obHapy- 

KWIOCh ele IpOMyWjeHHoe OT Meda: «IMM Tak, YTOObI ecu 

TOMep, CleqyiolMH NpowiTan u nposowKuN padoty». pun 

NO@KHICA. 

— Al cKa3asla: «HeT». 

— Tam Mapua Ham 4TO-TO xoueT NOKa3aTb. — oOpaTuca Tpun 
K TaymHu. 


«O6pa3zel» OKa3asIcd pactlevaTKOH MepBOH KapTHHKH, KOTOPEIH 
ele Hao ObINO0 3a0paTb u3 Telenopta. Mapua yTouHsma 
NOZPOOHOCTH po OCTAaMbHEIe PHCYHKH, a MOTOM pelluia 
YCTPOHTb UM KOPOTKY!0 H CKYYHY1O eKIIH10 0 Ge HOH pasHood- 
pa3HeM MeCTHOH >KH3HH. Kpome He-AllepHU, TYT ellje BOAWIHCb 
He-KaKTYCbl HW KaKHe-TO CHMOHOTHYeCKHE MM JeTalollHe HaceKO- 


short and boring lecture on the scarce local life. Not-lizards aside, 
it amounted to not-cacti growing here and there plus some flying 
not-insects symbiotic to them. None of the two really needed not- 
lizards, who, in turn, gleefully snacked on them both. The micro- 
scopic life was much more diverse, but Grip didn’t understand 
most of that and found the rest yawn-inducing. 


The knowledge fountain almost dried up, when Thalia commented, 


out of the blue: 

“Maria thinks the lizards aren’t sentient.” 

Maria’s hand jerked involuntarily, leaving her to blankly stare at 

the lizard’s claw on the picture obscuring the entirety of amoeba. 

She then turned around to lecture Thalia back with reinvigorated 

enthusiasm: 

“No! Are you a diplomat or what?” 

“She’s a provocator, that’s who she is,” Grip remarked with 
condemnation. 

Maria’s agreement was so strong at the moment, the language 

barrier meant nothing to her. 

“First!” she nodded furiously. “Let’s set it straight,” “First of 
all, don’t you dare say that to them! They’re clearly sentient, 
what I’m saying is, I don’t see why would they be,” she cooled 
off gradually. “Their brains are not that large, and, perhaps 
more importantly, I don’t see what evolutionary benefit would 
that bring. The lifestyle they lead, it doesn’t force them to 
collaborate... or compete, even. Nor invent tools, nor solve 
complex puzzles. But they do talk, they have a culture of their 
own, so, clearly, I’'d be in the wrong if I ever claimed that. They 


ble. HHKOMY H3 HAX, Ip 9TOM, He HYKHBI ObVIM He-AWepHUBI, 
3aTO He-AMepHUpl Ob He AypakH WowaKOMMTECA H TeMH, H 
3THMU. Kya OObINMM pa3sHoobpa3sveM MOTH MOXBacTaTbCa 
MHKpOOpraHH3Mbl, HO po HHX I'pHn BooOUe MOUTH HHYeTO He 
IOWA, a OT TOTO, YTO NOHMI, ETO TOMbKO KOHHIIO B COH. 


VM Bot yxe ObWIO HccAK OHTAH 3HaHHH, Kak B MOCMeqHHH 

MOMEHT, HH C TOTO HH C cero, Tau 6pocusa: 

— A Mapua dymaem, umo slwepuybl HepasyMHbl. 

Mapua Helpou3BobHO AepHyacb, H HeKOTOpoe BpeMaA IuyII0 

CMOTpella, KaK KOFOTS AMepHUbI Ha KapTHHKe 3aKPBI BCIO 

ameOy. 3aTeM OHa pa3BepHyNacb, HM WeKIMA MpoOAOWKUMACh C 

HOBOH 9HeprHent: 

— Hem! Toi dunnomam wiu kmo? 

— [Ja IpoBoxartop ova, — BbIpa3va I'pun H cBoOe OCyKTeHHe. 

Cormacve Mapu O50 B TOT MOMEHT CTOMIb KTYYHM, ATO A3bIKO- 

BOrO Gapbepa OHa AaKe He 3aMeTHIIA. 

— Bo-nepevix! — spocTHO 3akuBalla oHa. — Ymo6vi cpa3zy 
u Haeceeda. IIpexde eceeo, He cmeli UM HUXe2O maKOzo 
Tanuymb! OHU OYeBUOHO Pa3syMHbl, A YMO A UMeHW 6B BUOY, 
mak 3mo mo, 4¥MO A He Buy, NOYemy Obl 9m0, — OHA 
MOCTeMeHHO OCTHIBaIa. — Y HUX He OWeH OoNvIUUe MO32U, 
HO, MO OoNee BAHCHO, HENOHAMHA IBOMIOUUOHHAA Bbl20d0a 
om pa3symuocmu. Hx o6pa3 du3HU, OH He éeblHycdaem 
ux K compyouuyecmey... 0a U K cocmsAsaHuIO moze. Hu 
uz06pemamb UNCMpyMeHMbI, HU PelUAMb CNOMHbIe 3Q0QUU. 
Ho oxu paseosapueaiom, y HUX Mam YenaA CeoAn KyAbMypa, 
mak 4mo He Moenda Obl A OblMb NpaBa, ecru Obl ymeeprzcdana 


are sentient. I just don’t know why.” 
Grip braced himself for a “second’, but, somehow, there was no 
“second”. So he thanked Maria for her help, and dragged Thalia 
away, just in case. 


Trakli Kosmovich waited for them: 

“Hello,” they greeted him in unison. 

“Hello-hello, boss,” Irakli singled Grip out. “That's one stern talk 
you gave’em.” 

“Well, why couldn’t they” 

“You're right,” he toned down the mockery. “A mountain out of a 
molehill. As if it was something— wait, don’t, don’t sit down on 
the floor, you sprout. Go find another chair or, I don’t know, sit 
on the table.” 

Irakli Kosmovich moved a stack of papers and Thalia hopped 

onto the corner of the table. Grip opted to stand. 

“I didn’t know lizards write so fancy. Upside down, in columns, 
their tail working both sides as they walk...” 

“Oh yeah,” Irakli nodded apologetically. “That’s not something 
your courses feature. All because we were forced to hammer 
their writing into European typesetting practices stemming 
from what, 15th century? On the other hand, imagine we 
dumped all of that on you at once, and forced you to write 
upside down in joint... Anyway, you’re good? Have you figured 
it all out?” 

“Yeah, we have. I’ve brought new signs.” 

“That’s great, let me see... I know this one, it’s a ‘plan’ or a 
‘scheme’. Works figuratively as well, by the way. Does that 


makoe. OHU pa3yMHbl. A NPOCMO He 3HarO, KAK MAK 6bILULTO. 
[pH OKHal, YTO CleqOM IPAHeET «BO-BTOPbIX», HO «BO- 
BIOPEIX» Kyja-TO moTepsyocb. Tak 4TO OH noobmaroyapun 
Mapuio 3a TOMOM H, Ha BCAKHM cily4al, yraujun Tamuio c 
co6ou. 


Ypaxnuit Kocmosny ux yKe Kal: 

— 3{paBcTByliTe, — IpOH3HeCIH OHH XOpoM. 

—IIpusBet-IIpHBeT, HavaybHHK, — BbIJetH oH puna. — 
CTporo TEI HX. 

— He, Hy a 4ero OHH— 

—TsBod mpaBya, pa3yyIH M3 MYXH ciOHa. byfTO 4To-To 
CTpalliHoe— Hy CTOH, Kyfa, He Hajjo! He cagMcb ThI Ha TON, 
Turanuia! CroHA ellje 3a CTYIOM, HIM, XOTb, Ha CTO Cab. 

OH MepenoxKu YactTb OyMar c yrula, H TamqMa 3anpbirHyia Ha 

cto. [pun ocTasicd CTOATS. 

—AM He OKHMal, YTO ALEPH! TAK 3aHMMaTeMHO WHIT. B 
CTOJIOMK, HaBCTpeyy, XBOCTOM Tyfa-Clofla, HW MYT IPH ITOM... 

—9To ja, — cTal u3sBMHATECA paki Kocmosyy. — 3To 
B yueOHHKH He BOWNO, MOTOMY YTO Hac 3aCTAaBHJIH HX 
IIMCbMeCHHOCTS BIMXHYTS B PaMKH eBpOelcKUX THNOrpad- 
CKHX Tpay{HUH, y KOTOPEIX INH TopyaT aK H3 15 BeKa elle. 
C Apyrot cropousl, MpeycTaBb, UTO MBI ObI ITO BCe pa30M Ha 
YUeCHHKOB BbIBaJIMJIM, H, BIpHauy, BBepX HOraMH McaTb 
3acTaBHiu. Ho HHYerO, BI pas0OpasIHcb Ke, BCe B MOPANKe? 

— Paz06pasucb. sl BaM HOBBIX 3HaKOB IIpHHec, — cKa3az 'pun. 

—9TO XOpOllO, NOKasbIBal... ITOT A 3Hal0, 9TO «MlaH» WI 
«cxeMa». B lepeHOCHOM CMBICHIe€, KCTaTH, ToKe paGoraer. 


match up? With the usage you’ve observed.” 

“It does,” Grip agreed with a trace of disappointment. “May be 
picture’ as well. And this one must be ‘water’.” 

“Uh-nah, can’t be water. Fellas don’t even have water.” 

“What could it be then?” Thalia asked. 

“Tah-tah-tah... It’s a seldom used one, I’m not sure whether we 
have this one figured out... I had it somewhere over here, give 
me some-— yeah, must be in this one...” 

He dug deep into his papers, got lost, tried one from each of the 

stacks in the front row, one from the stack behind Thalia, bright- 

ened up, grabbed some more... 

“Here, yes!” 

Grip recognized the tale from his studying materials. Except here 

it featured an extra sign: 

“(we [be-tired] [?#2?-in| 
| [we] [want] {eat’]” 


“Yeah, that doesn’t quite fit...” he had to admit. “Could it be figura- 
tive?” 

“Nothing is off the table. Ask them.” 

“We already had,” Thalia was timid and respectful, as if she ran 
out of her troublemaking steam for today. 

“And?” 

“And he said he can’t explain it, and he has to think this through.” 

“He said it’s inexplicable,” Grip corrected her. 

“Well, he'd better think about it,” Irakli Kosmovich shrugged. 
“For I don’t know.” 

“Do lizards sweat?” Grip wondered. 


Tloyxoqur? 

—Tloyxogut, — cormacuyica I'pum c JlerKuM pasouapoBaHHem. 
— Ete «pHcyHoK», «KapTHHKa», MOKeT ObITb. A BOT 3TOT 
JIOJDKeH OBIT «BOs\a». 

—fla uy, — 3actopun Upaxnua Kocmosuy. — Kaka Bojla, 
OTKya Y THX peOaT Bosa. Y HX H BOLBI-TO HeT. 

—A4TO Torgja? — cipocuna Tama. 

—Ta-Ta-Ta... ITO peqKUH 3HaK. ITO-MoeMy, MBI TaK Hl He pa30Opa- 
JIMCb, UTO OH 3HaUHI. ['fe-To A erO BUeN— TOUHO, B ITOH! 

Ou rmy6oKo 3aKOnNasIcd B CBOM OyMaKKH, 3a0MyAMICA, MOnpo- 

OoBal TO OMHOH 43 KaKTOM CTONKU B OMWKHEM pA, OHY H3 

CTONKH Nosaqu Tamu, pactipell, 3a4epMHy NOOOMbIE... 

— BOT, Hallpumep, Bot! 

[pum y3Haul cKa3Ky 43 yueOHHKa. TOMbKO 3/{eCb B Hel ObLIO Ha 

OJ{MH 3HaK Gombe: > [MBI] [ycraBmHit] [?No2?-B] 

> [BI] [xoTeTS] [ecTB’| 


— Ja, 4ero-TO He NOZXosuT, — mpH3Han on. — MoxeT 9To 
KaKOH-To O60por? B MepeHOCHOM CMBICIIe? 

— Bce Moet OBIT. CIIpOcH y HX. 

— MBI pxe clipocuau, — cka3ayia Tana. C Upaxmmem Kocmo- 
BHYeM OHA Bella CeO CKPOMHO H YBAKUTEIbHO, CIOBHO Ha 
CeTO/HA 3allac CMYTBAHCTBA B He H3pacxofOBalics. 

—Y? 

— Vi 08 Cka3aul, YTO OH He MOXKET 3TO OOBACHHTS, eMY Hajjo 
TOy{yMatTb. 

— OH cka3all, YTO 3TO HeEOOLACHUMO, — ToMpaBun I'pun. 

— Hy, llycTb AyMaer, 4To, — loka Meyamu Upaxnuit Kocmo- 


“Do lizards... sweat? I don’t know. I don’t recall them saying 
anything that'd suggest—” 
“Let’s just ask Maria,” Thalia reached for the phone. 


“Why have you omitted the sign? From the tale, I mean.” 

“A tale... Irakli Kosmovich stretched out and smiled.” That’s cute. 
Because millions of pupils would ask hundreds of thousands of 
teachers what does it mean, and out of hundreds of thousands 
of them, there are almost zero who are fine with admitting they 
don’t know the answer... But the tale,” he stressed the word, “was 
too good to just drop it altogether because of just one sign, wasn’t 
it? And it’s not like the meaning hinges on it or anything.” 


“No, they don’t sweat,” Thalia informed them after a short 
silence. 

“How much white noise can you recall?” Irakli Kosmovich asked 
her. 

“Two kilobits,” Thalia replied, proud of herself. 

Wide-eyed and frowning, Grip had no idea what was that about. 

“Attagirl, now that’s what I call a spy! Two kilobits! No paper for 
you,” he made an exaggerated protective gesture over one of the 
paper stacks. 

“Why would we both carry paper? I can borrow Grip’s anytime.” 

“That’s true,” Irakli Kosmovich conceded. 


The topic seemed to be exhausted, and Grip started a new one: 

“Newt wants to learn our language.” 

“Interesting,” Irakli Kosmovich replied with a particular lack of 
interest in his voice. “That’s a nice name she came up with, isn’t 


Buy. — A TO A He 3Hald. 

— Alepuys! NoTewT? — npesToO KW pun. 

—Tlotetor 1M... sijepuupi? He 3Hai0. He NOMHI0, YTOOLI OH 
NHcasIM YTO-HHOYy Ab TaKoe, YTOOBI— 

—[lapalire mpocro cnpocum y Mapuy, 
TemepoHOM TasiHa. 


— MOTAHYacb 3a 


— A Tl0¥eMy BBI 3HaK BLIKHHY/IH? M3 cKa3KH, B CMBICIIE. 

— Cxa3Ku... — Upaxmuii KocMoBHy MoTsAHyIIca MW yIbIOHYyICA. 
— 93To mu0. ToTOMy YTO MHJUIHOHBI YYCHHKOB CIIPOCAT y 
COTeH THICAY YYHTeNeH, YTO OH 3HAUHT, a 3 COTEH TEICAY 
yuuTeleH MOUTH HUKOMY He HpaBuTca IPH3HaBaTb, YTO OH 
He 3HaloT OTBeTAa... HO CaMy CKa3Ky, — OH OMATS BLIeIIMII 3TO 
COBO. — >.KaJIKO BLIKH/[bIBaTb H3-3a OHOTO 3HaKa, papa 
3Ke? CIMINIKOM xopolla. He TO, YTOOBI Ha HEM TaM BECb CMBICI 
Te pKUTCA. 


—He-a, He noTeiwT, — mpouHdopmuposBana ux Tamua mocie 
Hel POOKUTeENLHOTO MOYaHHA. 

—CKOMBKO GOeNoro WyMa 3alloMHHaellb? — cIpocul BApyr 
VUpaxnuit KocmosH4. 

— ]Ba Kuno6uTa, — ropyo oTBeTHIIa Tama. 

Y Tputia OKpyTIWIMCb Tyla3a, OH BOOOIMe He MOHAN, 0 YeM peyb. 

—Y-y-y, wmmouxa! [Ba KanoOura! OuryuKH TeGe Torsa, a He 
6ymara. 

— A 3a4eM Ham 060MM C OymaroH xoquTs? A y pula Bo3sbMy, 
Ci YTO. 

—M To Bepuo. 


it?” 

“And what do we do?” Thalia asked. 

“And what have you tried?” a spark of curiosity flashed in his 
eyes. 

“I wrote ‘greetings’,” Grip admitted. “He said that’s ‘too many 
signs, too many sounds’.” 

“AndI wrote ‘hi’,” Thalia added smugly. “He liked that one better.” 

Trakli Kosmovich just smiled without commenting. 

“So, what do we do now?” Grip broke the silence. 

“Maintain this interest carefully. Teach him a few simple words— 
no sentences, no inflections, no conjunctions, no nothing; 
a handful of short words, single form only. If he'll still be 
interested, we'll see what to do then. But don’t rush it.” 

“We speak, he writes?” Thalia clarified. 

“You write, he writes. I don’t think he can make out our speech.” 

The disagreement took over Grip and Thalia: 

“Why would you say so!” 

“No! He does! I think...” 

Trakli Kosmovich was unfazed by the sudden united front. 

“Well, see for yourself.” 

He took Grip’s piece of paper and started jotting down consonant 

pairs: “b-p”, “g-k”, “z-s”... 

“Don’t get your hopes high. Consider this, just how likely would 
that be? They've got radically different phonetics, they just 
don't... have a use for telling our sounds apart... possibly not 
even the body parts required for that. I'd be surprised if Newt 
understands our speech one day.” 


Ha ToM Tema, Bpojle ObI, ce6a Hcuepnana, H pun Havant HOByt0: 

— HbIOT XOUeT YUHTb Halll ASBIK. 

— Wutepecuo, — KakK-TO COBCeM 6€3 HHTepeca Boyce OTBETHII 
Upaxanit Kocmopny. — 30pozo ona Cc HMeHeM pHyyMalia, 
Tpapyla Ke? 

—YWuro nam JenatTb? — cipocuna Tass. 

— A 4TO BbI IpoboBaH? — 3aHHTepecoBasics OH. 

— Hamman emy «IIPHBETCTBY10», — npusnasca pun. — On 
CKa3aJI, YTO MHOTO 3HaKOB, MHOTO 3BYKOB. 

— As Hanucana «HI», — B romoce Tamu ObUIO HeECKpBIBaeMoe 
IIpeBOCXOf{CTBO. — ITO emy OOMbINe MOHPABHIIOCe. 

Vpaxiut KocMopy4d HHKaK 3TO He KOMMeHTHpOBal, TObKO 

yrbioascs. 

— Tak 4TO HaM JlemaTb-TO? — HapylM Momuanne I'pun. 

— AKKypaTHO NOfepKUBATb TOT HHTepec. Hayaute ero nape 
IIPOCTEIX CIOB— 6€3 NpesIOKeHHH, CKIOHEHHH, CIPDKeHUH, 
6e3 HHYeTO; HECKOJILKHM IIpOCTEIM COBaM, B ONHOH opme. 
EcuIM HHTepec He yracHeT, TaM IIOCMOTpHM. Vi He cnelute. 

— MBI roBopHM, OH TMWeT? — yTouHusa Tans. 

— Bbl Ivete, OH WMMeT. He TyMato, YTO OH pasiMdaeT Hallly 
peub. 

Tamuio HW 'puita 3axmecTHyJa BOIHa HecormlacHs: 

—Tlouemy BbI Tak roBopute! 

— Het! Ou pasmuuyaert! A qymato... 

Mpaximi Kocmosvy He AporHy Mepey, BHe3salIHbIM HacTyIle- 

HHeM efMHOFO poHuta. 

— Hy mposepste. 


“Haven't you tried that already?” 

“They have expressed no interest in learning our language 
before.” 

He ended the list with pairs of Russian vowels. 

“Thank you,” Grip took the paper back. “We'll see. I think he 
really is curious about it.” 

“Good luck. To you and to him. Don’t rush it, cherish that curios- 
Ity.” 

“We'll try to,” Thalia jumped down, and they left for Grip’s room. 

“So, what's the plan?” she asked once they got there. 

“Guess what, I still don’t have a plan.” 

“You know, I’m actually OK with how it’s going. With you taking 
the lead and me on the sidelines. But we need to agree on some 
key points. I think that we should not ask him about them at all.” 

“We shouldn't. I agree,” Grip nodded. “He wants to know more 
about us? Good, we give it to him. Show him these sounds, 
simple words, maybe, pictures, that’s for sure. Can you pick up 
the pictures?” 

“Sure. Otherwise, you won’t even begin with the report, would 
you?” 

His sigh of martyrdom marked her unexpected exit. 


Grip lay on the bed, facing his grim assignment at last. Reflecting 
back, he simply had too much craziness to chronicle. To get to the 
point quicker, he decisively condensed everything preceding the 
contact itself to just: 


Tarrived. 


Vi wa u3bATOM y [pula IMCTe cTas BLINMCbIBaTb Mapbl cormac- 

HBIX: «6-Il», «I-K», «3-C»... 

— BpI CHJIBHO He oropyalitecs, ecu uTo. Ux oHeTHKa Hallett 
BooOme He pOJHA... Hal 3BYKH pa3iHyaTb HM IIpocro 
He3aueM... a BO3MO)KHO H HeueM. 1, B OOWEM, YAMBIIIOCh, ECM 
HbIOT BAPYT CMOKeT MOHMMATS Bac Ha CIyX. 

— A BBI He IpoBepsIH? 

— OHH paHbllle K HalllMM A3bIKaM MHTepeca He NPOABILAIN. 

OH 3aBepIIHI CHHCOK HaOOpPoM pYCCKHX TvlacHBIX. 

— Cmacn6o, — cKa3an I'pun. — Mbt mpoBepum. Emy, KaxkeTca, 
paByja HATepecHo. 

— Yyaun. Vi Bam, u emy. He miralirech OObACHHTS BCe H Cpasy, 
He oTOelTe HHTepec. 

—MbI locrapaemcas, — TasIMa clIpbITHyla co cToyla, H OHH 
TOWWIM B KOMHaTy [puma. 


— Kako man? 

— ]Ja HeTy y MeHa HHKaKOro Tana. 

—A 3Haelllb, MCHA TaK-TO yCTpaHBaeT, KaK OHO eCTb ceiyac. 
Uro Th Befelllb, a A TaK, Ha CKaMeHKe 3allaCHbIX CYRY. 
Ho HaglO XOTb HeMHOrO COrmacoBaTb, YTO MBI JleuaeM. 
Halpumep, 1 CYHTal0, YTO BOOOMe He Hao HAYeETO po HAX 
paccipaliMBats. 

—He wago, — cormacuyica I'pum. — XoueT 3HaTb po Hac, 
pacckaxkeM po Hac. BOT y Hac 3BYKH, MpocTnle cyloBa, 
BHJIMMO, KapTHHKW — TOYO. 3aGepellb KaPTHHKH? 

— 3a6epy. A To THI TaK OTYET IMCaTh BOOOMIe He HAHEI. 

My4eHH4ecKHit B3}0X CONPOBOMI ee BHesalHoe OTOBITHE. 


and then jumped straight to the contact. It was unclear what 
was novel and what has already been documented excessively 
over the last year. It was also unclear whether the awkwardness 
of their first columns posed any value to humanity. And it was 
especially unclear how to preserve all the ambivalence-laden 
misunderstandings of yesterday, provided he’s successfully 
forgotten the exact wording of pretty much everything. But then 
there was also the overwhelmingly good stuff (he talked to an 
alien! it drank from his hand! the not-water sign!), and it was 
steadily shaping into his longest essay ever. 


One time he got interrupted by Stalina Filantievna, who brought 
a magnifying glass, a star, more sticks and a water bottle. Grip 
used that as an excuse to embark on a break. Then, when he was 
deep into editing, Thalia brought pictures, and he had to read the 
accompanying text. When, at long last, he sent out his first report, 
it was almost time to go gather material for the second one. 


That day they left even earlier. With the sun still above the 
horizon, they sat in the centre of the dome, bored, until another 
swarm of lizards swept across the desert. As if captured by 
their stream, they ran on the sand and then drifted a bit along 
the wall, admiring the swarm from a much closer distance. 
The distraction let Newt arrive unnoticed until the doors’ went 
hissing. He initially dashed towards the centre, but altered his 
course after his first stop inside. The second meeting was thus 
held on the sand, near the wall. 


Once he got close, Newt dropped something down. Grip carefully 


OcTaBINHch HaeyMHe C 3THM Oe3paOCTHBIM 3aHATHeM, T'pHn 
3aler Ha KpoBaTb. UTOObI KaK-TO NOACTYMMTECA K HeNOs(beM- 
HOMY Jey IPOTOKONMpoBaHHa OesyMHA TOCMeqHAX HEH, 
OH PpelIMTebHO COKpaTWI BoOOMe BCe, NpesWecTBOBaBllee 
KOHTAKTY, JJ0 CKYIOTO: 


TIpHOBut. 


H Mepeles, Hemlocpey{CTBeHHO, K pasTroBopy. BEvIO HeNOHATHO, 
YTO IIpeyCTaBILAeT HOBH3HY, a YTO 3a FO] KOHTAKTOB ye CTO pas 
ONMcaHo. BbVIO HeMOHATHO, IpeyCTaBAOT JIM WeHHOCTS [A 
HCTOPHH HeNOBKOCTH HX IepBBIX CTOMONOB, HIM 9TO BCe MOXKHO 
IpomycrutTb. A ocoOeHHO ObUVIO HeNOHATHO, KaK TepeyaTb 
BCe HeBepOATHBI€ JBYCMBICICHHOCTH MH HeNOHHMaHHA UX 
pasroBopa, AOOpyt0 YacTb KOTOPbIX OH yKe NOA3aObIM H TOUHO 
BOCIIPOH3BeCTH He Mor. Ho OBO H TO, YTO HHKaK HesIb3A OBLIO 
He pacCKa3aTb (OHH TOBOpWIH! y HeTO H3 PYKH NMI MHOIMIaHeTA- 
HHH! 3HaK He-BOBI!), H eTO MOCTeMeHHO HaOupasOcb Ha caMoe 
JVIMHHOE B K3HH I'pula couMHeHHE. 


OHH pa3 ero OTBMeKIa CramHHa OUMAaHTbeBHA: IpHHecia MyM, 
3Be3M0UKY, ele Malouek HW OyTEVIKy. T'pum BOCIONb30BaIICA 
NOBOJIOM HM CXOMI Ha Mepepuls. IloToM, Koryja OH PKe IpaBHyl 
TeKCT, 3a0@ Kalla TaMa, MoKa3ala KapTHHKH, HM OTBIeKIa Ha 
yTeHHe ClIpaBKH O JKMBOTHBIX. Korga OH, B KOHIe KOHIOB, 
NOOMN MepBbIH OTYET, Ke MOpa OBVIO HATH 3a MaTepHaJIOM JIA 
BTOPOTO. 


OHH BEILUIN elle pavblile IpOKHETO, COMME ObVIO Hay TOpH30H- 


TOM. CHjjeuIH ceOe B eHTpe KyTOya H CKy4asIH, 1OKa H3 yCTBIHH 
He IpHHeCcHO cTalo AljepH. 3aXBa4eHHBIX ITHM MOTOKOM, HX 
CHOBHO C/{y0 Ha TecOK MOOOBaTECA CTaeli BONH3H, a 3aTeM elle 
HEMHOTO IIpoTalM0 3a COOH MO TeYeHHIO BYOMb CTeHBI. Tak 
OHH NOYTH H NponycTwin npuxog HbwrTa, MOBepHYBIIMCh yKe 
Ha IMMeHue 111103. HET 3a6eKall BHYTPb, MOO Ka K WeHTPY, 
HO COPHeHTHPOBaIICA H Ha BTOPOH NepeO@xKe CBePHYI K HUM. B 
vTOre BCTpeYa Tak H Havaslac C Kpalo, y CTeHEI. 


Tloq6exKaB, HbioT 4TO-TO BEIMMOHY Ha mecox. pun moxHAT 

NO/HOMeHHe: 3eeHOe, BIAKHOE, Teleph elie H B Hecke. 

— Kaxmyc! Cox! Kaxmycosviti cox! — Toxxe noHana Tarua. — 
(?No2?-BIH-J1H?] 

— [a] [myMatTs] | [s] [ToKa3bIBaTb] — 3aTpelljasI HM Hallvcas B ee 
cropoxy Hswr. 

[pul akkypaTHO MOMeCTWI WofapoK Ha KpbIMIKy OyTBUIKY, 

BEI3BaB Y HbwTa MpHCTyN HeOObACHHMOTO MOYAIMBOTO 

HHTepeca K 6yTBIIKe. 


TlepBbIMH 110 WaHy WWI pHCyHKH KMBOTHEIX. KonnenuHio, 
HalpyMep, «AMepHUbI Mid MaciiTaba» OObACHHIIM MallOi 
KPOBbIO; a BOT Ha TPHe/MHBIX KypHUe-UpuWIeHKe-aHye Hpiwr 
KpelKO 3aCTpsll. BBIO TpyHO BbIPasHTb, UTO BCe Tpoe OHH 
ObLIM eMHBIM XKUBOTHBIM, «|BbIMeyNOMAHYTOE] | [pa3sHBI-He|» 
mouemy-ToO He pa6otano. TocroasHHO MellamH OTCYTCTBHE B 
AePHHOM TylarosIOB CMeHBI COCTOAHHA HW KaKas-TO Heyopa3BH- 
Tad KOHIeMNMA BOspacTa. 3Haka [IA Ala TOKE He HaLWIOCb, 
BMECTO HETO HCHONb3OBAIH NPOCTO OBA — B OOWeM, NOY AHIICA 


picked up the green, moist offering, with sand on the underside. 
“Cactus! Juice! Cactus juice!” Thalia recognized it as well. 
“(he-?#2?-2|” 

“(I [think] | [I] [show]’ Newt chittered and wrote towards her. 
Grip carefully placed the gift on top of the water bottle cap, 
diverting a surge of Newt’s inexplicable, silent attention to the 

bottle. 


Animal pictures were the first item on the agenda. While, 
for example, the “lizard for scale’ concept required minimal 
explanations, the hen-chick-egg trinity really threw a spanner in 
the works. It proved difficult to convey the idea of all three of 
them being the same animal, and the simple “[aforementioned| 
| (be-different-not]” didn’t work out for some reason. The lack of 
the transitions in the language and a severely underdeveloped 
concept of ‘age’ only complicated the matters. They didn’t even 
have a sign for an egg, they just used an egg-shaped contour 
— that was quite a mess. It was only when Grip drew a line 
from an “{animal] [be-new|” to the “[animal] [be-new-not]’, and 
Newt augmented that with an egg, forming a counter-clockwise 
ege-chick-hen-egg cycle to run around, the gears in Newt’s head 
got unstuck, and he seemed to internalize the concept. 


To make the experience more varied, Grip demoed him a 
magnifying glass next. He put the paper against the wall, wrote 
“(substance] [help] [see’}” on it, brought it to the sand and put a 
magnifying glass on top of the writing. Newt then proved rather 
enthusiastic against moving the glass across the paper with 


QOpMeHHEIM OapyaK. TombKO Korga [pwn mpoBel WHHHIO OT 
DKHBOTHOE] [HOBBIM] K [KHBOTHOE] [HOBBIM-He], a HEIOT 3aMKHYII 
3TO AHIOM, CPOPMHPOBAB WAKA MPOTHB YacoBOH CcTpeIKy, 
110 KOTOPOMY MOKHO OBO GeraTb, KOHMENIHI0 MONYYHMOCh 
OCO3HATb H yIOKUTS B ALE PHHOH TosoBe. 


Tia pasHoobpa3ua, cieqyioljHM marom I'pun mpoBet JjeMoH- 
CTpalMio yBeIMYHTeNbHOTO cTeKa. pwKaB WucT OyMary K 
cTeHe, OH HallMcam «(MaTepHam| [NoMoraTs] [BAfeTL’)», 3aTeM 
BepHYJI JIMCT Ha I€COK, H HaKPbUI HagMMCcb cBepxy ynoH. Hpi 
ONTHYeECKHM CBOHCTBAM JIyIbI yAeWI MalO BHAMaHHA, 3aTO 
C YJOBONbCTBHEM OHA ee CHayalla MOpJOUKOH, a 3aTeM H 
allKoW 10 WHCTY. 


CreqyioMHX XKMBOTHBIX B3ala Ha ceOa Tama. HpoT momya 
TBIKaJICA HOCOM B 3alilja, CIOKOMHO BOCIIPHHA HOBOCTS, 
uTO MYXH XOgAT [He60-B], MepeBen pasroBOp Ha BOMpoc HX 
CbeMOOHOCTH, a BOT CYIeCTBOBaHHe aMeo eFro YeM-TO 3afeNI0. 
— «)KMBOTHOe] [MambIi] | [CylecTBOBaTb-He] [T0mb3a’]», — 
HacTaHBall OH. 

Tama yOpaga KapTHHRy, HO HBT KaOBaTbCA He Mepectat: 
—(s] [xoTeTb-He] (BuyeTH’} [CXeMBI’] 

| [a] [XoTeTB] [BHeTH’] [KUBOTHEIE’ | 
— byfyT Te6e KHBOTHEIe, — noobemjan pun. 
— THI 4ero 3afyMasi? 
— He yBepeu. A loka elle He (0 KOHIa pellH. 
—V yxe o6emaemp! 


— |ThI] [1paBHMbHEIH-1M?] — Hanucam HbwWT TeM BpeMeHeM B 


his front paws and nose, sparing little attention to the optical 
properties of it. 


Thalia proceeded with the rest of the animals. Newt probed 
the hare picture with his nose, saying nothing; calmly received 
the news of flies going “|sky-in)”, held a brief conversation on 
the topic of their edibility; then somehow took an issue with 
amoebas’ existence: 

“(animal] [be-small] | [exist-not] [purpose’]’ he insisted. 

Thalia put that picture away, but Newt kept complaining: 

“[I] [want-not] [see’] (schemes’] 

| [I] [want] [see’] [animals’]” 

“And youre gotta get animals,” Grip promised out loud. 

“What are you up to?” 

“Not sure, I haven't fully decided yet.” 

“And you're promising it already!” 


“fyou] | [be-proper-?|” Newt wrote in the meantime, turned 
towards Thalia. 

“Am I?” she wondered aloud. 

“Who knows.” 

“(I] | (know-not}” she wrote back. 

Newt ran in circles, calmed down, did not elaborate. 

“(I] [want] [see’] [animals’] [yours-of] 

| [I] [want] [see’] [living place’] [yours-of]” 

“(you] [want] | [go’-?] [living place’-?|” Grip tried to clarify. 
“(be-news-not] [know-not] | [we’] (go]” Newt wrote hastily instead 
of answering. 


cTopoxry Tamu. 
—A npaswibnaa? — cIIpocusia Oa BCIYX. 
—Kmo 601 3xan. 
— |s] | [3HaTb-He] — Hallvcasla Oa B OTBET. 
Hev0T 106eraiI KpyraMH, yCHOKOWICA, HO pasbaACHeHHH He jal. 
—(a] [xoTetb] [BueTb’| [KABOTHBIe’] [BalIH-x] 
| [a] [XoTeTB] [BHeTB’] [KUTHMINe’) [BalIH-xX] 
— [TnI] [xoreTs] | [MyTH’-1M?] [KANHIe’-mH?] — MonpITasca 
yTOUHHTS I'pun. 
— |HOBBIe-He] [3HaTb-He] | [MbI’] [MATH] — TOPOIMIMBO HanHcant 
HbIOT BMECTO OTBETA. 
— ITpexpacuo, — cyxo 3aMeTuia TayHa, MoypKaB ryOel. 


[pull 10Ka He 3Hall, YTO C ITHM HOBOMNPHOOpeTeHHEIM TOMOBHA- 
KOM JlevlaTb, a WOTOMY MoMWesI 10 Many Lasbule: WOKasasl TYCKIIO 
CBETAIMYIOCA 3Be30UKY. HbIOT MOTHIKAJICA B Hee, KaK HB 000K 
pyrout oObexkr. 
—j|a| [Moub-11?] 
[olacHBIii-71H? 
— |JepyK-H] | [e-111b-He] 
Tloxa HbwT HaBopayHBall KPyIH CO 3Be3q0UKOH BO pTy, [pun 
MaCCHpoBall BHUCKU. To [JepKaTb] MOTO 0603HaYaTb COOCTBEH- 
HOCTS, CIM ALePHHble IPHTDKATEMBHIe BOOOMe HMENH UTO-TO 
oOmee c coOcTBeHHOCTBIO. I'puHlt pelH, YTO 3Be30UKY OH, Ha 
BCAKHH Cy4a, OcTaBHT HBWwTY. 
—|ropsunii-He] | [HcTHHHO}] — mpu3Han HT, korya 
HaGeralica. 


[MepKaTb’] | ([mpeqmer’) [comHeyHEIit] 


“Awesome,” Thalia remarked dryly through pursed lips. 


Grip didn’t know what to do with this newfound headache 
of them, so he went further with the plan: demoed the dimly 
glowing star. Newt poked it the same way he explored every 
other object. 

“(I] [can-?] [hold’] | [object’] [be-sun] [be-danger-?]” 

“(do-hold] | [do-eat-not]” 

Newt ran around with the star in its mouth, while Grip massaged 
his temples. That [hold] could potentially mean ownership, if 
lizard possessives ever had anything to do with ownership. Grip 
decided he’s not taking it back. 

“(be-hot-not] | [true]” Newt admitted after the running part. 


They moved on to the glow stick, another impressive (be-hot-not] 
object that made Newt put the star down. It was fun, but hasn’t 
entirely solved the reading in the dark problem, as the glow 
stick did a better job glowing them into their eyes than onto 
the tailwriting. Covering it with a hand helped, but was not 
convenient at all. 


OK, that was the last thing to show... Grip glanced at the bottle. 

“(you] [explain] [juice’] | [I] [understand] [juice’|” he wrote, now 
certain that (?#2?] means “juice”. 

Newt either didn’t get it or just wasn’t compelled to respond, so 

Grip completed: 

“(exist] (I-in] [juice’]’. 

Another glance, no objection, no agreement, no response. Time 

for a demo then! 


OHH HepelWiH K CBETAMeHCA MaO4Ke, elle OHOMY BIewaTIAI0- 
Iemy [rops#4Hii-He| OObeKTY, 3acTaBuBMemy HbIOTa OTIOKUTS 
3Be304Ky. BEIO Bece0, HO MpoOmeMy YTeHHA B TeMHOTe 
OHa pelllayia, IpAMO CKa3aTb, He 0 KOHIa. OKa3as0Cb, UTO B 
Tla3a WaylOuKa CBETHT Ky/la yale, YeM Ha HafIHCH Ha Meck. 
TIpHKpEIBaTb ee PyYKOM MOMOFasO, HO 3TO OBUIO HeyOOHO. 


Bpojle Bce MoKa3al1... [pHi elle pas OCMOTper BCe IPHHeceHHOe, 

OTM 3 OYTBUIKH... 

— |ThI] [OObACHATH] [cOR’] | [1] [TOHUMATS] [COK’] HaNHcas OH, Ke 
yBepeHHBIH B TOM, 4TO [?No2?] — 3TO «COK». 

HBNOT TO JIM 3aTYIHI, TO JIM He COOMAaTOBOMMI OTBETHTS, Tak YTO 

T put mpoxowKun: 

— |cylljecTBoBaTS] [1-B] [COK’] 

BbICTPEIH BSA, H OMATS HH BO3PAHKeHHH, HH COrMAaCcHA, HHYETO. 

— |cmoTp-4] — Hanncam I'pun, 3aKaTam pykaB H MOOK pyky 
Ha TeCcOK. 

Korga MoT coOpasica B Kal HM WOTeK, HOT 3alaHHKOBal, 

3aGerall, 3aTpelllail, MANHIICA Ha PyKY, OMATH Geran, U, HAaKOHEL, 

BbIpa3HJI MBICIIb Ha IeCKe: 

— (0Ka3bIBa-H-He| 

—TlepecTaHh, OH Ke HepBHHYaeT, — TaJIMa ToKe NepexKuBalla. 

— |cylecTBoOBaTb-He] | [olmacHocTs’}] — MOnbITaIcd HallvcaTb 
Upyrout pykou Ipun, Ho Hair BMelilasica, NyTasIcd NO pyKou, 
a B KOHI[€ MpOcTO cTep HayaNO, OCTABHB TONBKO [OMacHOcTs). 

—IIpexpatu, — HacTawBana Tana, 4 [pun noyaHHHica. 

OH 3aKaTaJl PyKaB, a HBIOT MPOCTO Jer Ha MecOK H HelOABMHKHO 

pasriagpIBal eTO, 10 KpaviHet Mepe Ty efO 4aCcTb, KOTOpy10 


“(do-see]” Grip wrote, rolled up his sleeve and placed the hand 
onto the sand. 


Once sweat started rolling down, Newt outright panicked, 

running around, rattling, staring at Grip, running again, and 

then finally expressing it in writing: 

“(do-show-not|” 

“Stop it, youw’re making him nervous,” Thalia got worried as well. 

“(exist-not] | [danger’|” Grip tried to write with the other hand, 

while Newt interfered, ran in front of the finger, and, later, erased 

the first part, leaving just “[danger]”. 

“Stop it,” she insisted, so Grip sat straight and rolled the sleeve 
hack. 

Newt lay down and observed him motionlessly, at least the part 

he could see without raising his head. 

“It’s not gonna kill me!” 

“I do know, yes. He doesn’t.” 


Grip moved the bottle in front of Newt and tapped it, making him 
stand up reluctantly and look him at the finger. 
“(aforementioned] (be-juice] [sky-of]’ Grip announced. 

That led to running and a subsequent denial: 

“(exist-not] [juice’} [sky-of]” 

Grip tapped the previous writing again. 

“(sky] | [be-substance-not]’? Newt came up with a counter- 
argument. 

“(sky] | [be-substance]” Thalia weighted in. 

“(can [hold’] [substance’] | [can-?} [hold’] [sky’]” Newt had well- 


Buen 63 MOHAMAaHHA TOuIOBEI. 
— Ja He lompy 4 oT gToro! 
— 4 3Ha10. OH — HeT. 


[pun nocraBut OyTBUIKy Mepey HpwTOM u MocTy4aN m0 Heli, 
3aCTABHB TO HEOXOTHO BCTaTb H MOCMOTpeTs Ha Hated. 

— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOE] |COUHBIM] [HeO-a] — 3aqBH7 T'pun. 

ITO IpHBeNO K OeroTHe, a 3aTeM H K OTPHaHHI0: 

— |cyllecTBOBaTb-He] [COK’] [HeO-a] 

[pum nocryyar 10 Mpommo mpase. 

— |He60] [MaTepHasoBbIi-He] — KOHTpapryMeHTHpoBal HBIT. 


—|He60] [MaTepHamoBBI] — BCTaBYyla CBOe BeCKOe CJIOBO 
Tass. 
—[moup] [fepxKats’) [MaTepHam’] | [Moub-1M?] [epxKaTE’] 


He60’] — BbIpa3sHI OOOCHOBaHHbIe cCoMHeHUA HEIOT. 

—Ceituac 1 Tebe NOKaxKy, YTO MaTepHasbHOe, — HeCKOJIBKO 
yrpoxalolle 3afBH ['pHul, BOXHYI, COrHYJICa Hay, HEIOTOM 
Oy Ha Hero. 

TayHa TYT Ke CTajla OTTaCKHBaTS I'puita 3a KOCTIOM, a HpwoT — 

Me/VICHHO ILATHTECA. 

—TeHHavIbHbIM XO, MOTpAcaioljee pellleHve, — OTUHTHIBaIA 
T'puma Tanua. — Th OTKya-TO 3Haelllb, YTO ITO O3HAUaeT B 
HX 3THKeTe? 

— |[mj-u] — Hanucam I'pum 4 noKa3ai Ha HX cTOpoHy Kynoma. 

—CuHayalla 1o0Ka3blBal, MOTOM Ipefarai HATH, — mpopor- 
Kayla pyratb puna Tamas. — IIpepcrass, uo on Ob! cetryac 
ylley JOMOH, 4TO OBI THI CTA AelaTs? 

— [TI] [Wep>K-H] | [MBI] [H-H] 


founded doubts. 

“Oh, I’m gonna show you it’s material,” Grip let out a vaguely 
threatening remark, inhaled deeply, bent forward towards 
Newt and blew onto him. 

Thalia immediately started pulling Grip back by his suit, as Newt 

backed off slowly. 

“A genius move, a wondrous decision,” Thalia told him off. 
“Do you have the slightest idea what could that mean in their 
etiquette?” 

“(do-go|” Grip wrote and pointed to their side of the dome. 

“First point, then tell him to go anywhere. Imagine he just went 
home, what would you do then?” Thalia kept telling Grip off. 

“(you] [do-hold] | [we] [do-go]” 

“O-oh, nice, ‘we’ includes us now. Put your hand back,” Thalia’s 
mood swung back. 

Grip obliged and Newt carefully climbed his hand. After the 

softest, smoothest walk of Grip’s entire life, Newt was held in 

front of the air tube for more dignified [sky’] touching on its own 
terms. He moved his head in and out of the air stream. 

“T think he likes it,” Thalia commented. 

Newt clicked and rattled in response to that, and, one long walk 

later, was brought back to the sand. 

“(I] | [understand]” he wrote, and then dispensed a cryptic 
“(can-not] (hold’] | [can] [hold’]” 


Grip considered this a victory, but the very next column has 
wiped the smile off his face: 
“(yous] (do-hold-?] {purpose’] | (do-explain] [purpose’] [yours-of]” 


— 0-0, 320poB0, Tellepb MbI BXOJHM B «MBI»! BepHu-Ka pyKy, — 
y Hee TYT Ke BbIMPaBHIOCb HaCTpoeHHe. 

T put NosyHHHca, a HEIOT MH BUpaBsy 3ales eMy Ha PyKaB. 

Tlocme caMow WlaBHOH HM MATKOHM MporyiKH B XKu3HH [putia, 

HpwT OBI aKKypaTHO MOMeleH HallpoTHB cIpyH Bossyxa, 

TporaTb [He60’} C JOCTOHHCTBOM, B CBOe Y/OBONBCTBHe. OH 

COCPeOTOYCHHO 3acOBbIBAlI H BLICOBLIBAII TOIOBY H3 NOTOKA. 

— KaxeTca, emy HpaBHTca, — IpoKOMMeHTHpoBalla TayH4. 

B OTBeT Ha 3TY peMapKy HbIOT 3allesKall M 3aTpelllal, B YeCTb 

Yero ObI yHeceH OOpaTHO. 

—|s] | [ToHMMaTb] — HallHcaz OX, a 3aTeM BbIal 3arayjouHoe 
— [MO¥b-He] |ZepKaTB’} | [MouB] [epKaTE’| 


T'pum cue 9T0 OONbIMON MObeTOH, HO yKe cheTyIoMHK cronOel, 
cTep C eTo WHI a YIBIOKy: 

— [BbI] [JepoK-H-11H? | [1071b3a’] | [OOBACH-Aii] [11071b3a’] [BalIIH-x] 
— Hy nayaslocb OATS HeBeCcTb YTO, — NoKaroBanca pun. 

— Haliomuy, 4To 3To. «enh»? — 3a0ecnoKowacb Taua. 

— Het, «Ha3HaveHne». «IIo1b3a.» 

—B cpicile, «yeb»? B uem Hawa uelb? 

— Hem—noumu, Haobopom monxo. Om Hac nonesa. JPA HUX. 
— OH cnpawuéaem, 4MO OHU OM Hac XomaAM? 

HBT KpyTHII ToMOBOH, Clef 3a TEM, KTO rOBOpHT. Xopomlero 
OTBeTa He OBIIO. 


— |s] [1OHHMaTb-He] [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOEe’ | 
| [a] [HepKaTb-He] [M07b3a’| 
— |fepKaTp] | [T071b3a’} 


“Oh, here goes who-knows-what again,” he vented. 

“What is this one again? ‘Target’?” Thalia asked in a worrying 
tone. 

“No, ‘purpose’. Usefulness’.” 

“Like, goal? What’s our goal?” 

“No-— almost, but the other way. Our purpose. To them.” 

“He’s asking us what do they want?” 

Newt turned his head between them as they spoke. There was no 

good answer. 


“(I] [(understand-not] [aforementioned’] | [Ij [hold-not] [purpose’)’ 

“(hold] | [purpose’]” 

“Good news, everybody. Everything has its purpose,” Thalia 
snarked melancholically. 

“Don’t forget to bring yours next time,” Grip snarked back. 
“(you] [want] [object’-?] | [do-explain] [category’] [object-of]” 
“(purpose] | [be-object-not]” 

“(you] [want] [help’| [ours-of] | [ours] [want] [help’] [yours’|” 

Newt just stared at them, which could mean anything. 


“Change the subject,” Thalia came off tense and uneasy. 
“What?” 

‘Just trust me, OK? This is bad.” 

“(you] [want] [food’-?|” Grip took a shot in the dark. 
“ours| [hold] [food’|” 

[food] | [be-many-?]” 

“(food] [be-many] [ours] [be-many] 

| [food] [be-many-not] {ours] [be-many-not]” 


“ 


—Xopouue Hogocmu, pe6sama. Bce Ha ceeme cywwecmeyem OnA 
4ee0-M0, — MeJIaHXONM4HO ChASBHIIA Tama. 
—He 3a6ydb 6 cnedynlyuii paz npuxecmu ceo! nonb3y, — 
CbA3BHII H T'pun. 
— |ThI] [xoTeTS] [IpeqMer’-11?] 
| (O6BAcH-ai] [KaTeropus’] {perMeT-a] 
— |nomb3a] | [pey{MeTHBIii-He] 
— |ThI] [XoTeTS] [MoMoraTs | [HalIH-x] 
| [Hamm] [xoTeTs] [TomMoraTp’ [BanIy’} 
HBIOT TOJIBKO IMIWICA B OTBET, YTO MOTO O3HAYATh YTO YIOAHO. 


—Meuaii memy, — ee dpa3a mposByyala HallpsKeHHO u 
TPCBO)KHO. 

— Ymo? 

— ITpocmo doeepbca muxe, NadHo? Teno nnoxo. 

— |ThI] [xoTeTS] ([eyja’-71H?] — cpocua pun. 

— [Hamm] [JepxKaTs] [e71a’} 

—|[eyja] [MHorHe-71?| 

— |[eyja] (MHorHe] [HamH] [MHorHe] 

| [ea] [MHorve-He] [Halu] [MHOrHe-He] 

— |ThI] [XoTeTb-71H?] | [efa’] [MHorHe] 

— [HMCTHHHO-He| 

Bo3MO;KHO CaMbIM BAKHBIM pasroBOp BeYyepa 3alllell B TYHHK. 


— [HI-¥] [Zep x-u] [1ob3a’] — onaTb 3aBen HIT. 

—Jloqu Tyma, He 3Hai0 Kysla // IpHHecH To, He 3Hal0 YTO, — 
BHOBb NoKaoBasica ['pu. 

— Mens Temy, ceituac Ke, — Tamu OBO He [0 CMexa. 


“(you] [want-?] | [food’] [be-many]” Grip hoped that he found a 
way to help. 

“(true-not]” 

What could be the most important conversation of the day turned 

into a dead-end. 


“(do-go] [do-hold] [purpose’|” Newt was at it again. 

“Go there, I don’t know where, // Bring me that, I don’t know 
what.” Grip complained again. 

“Change the subject, now,” Thalia was not amused. 


“(I] {understand-not] [purpose’] | [I] [show] [animal’)” Grip wrote, 
exciting no less than three rounds of running. 

you] | [be-proper|” Newt praised him. At least that felt like a 
praise. 

“Good,” Thalia commended him as well. 

“Now we know I’m proper. Not so sure about you though,” Grip 
joked in a tired voice. 


do-explain] | [be-proper’)” Thalia requested. 

I] [show] | [you] (do-aforementioned|” Newt explained readily. 
Waited out a pause and, seeing no hands move, added: 
aforementioned] [be-proper|” 

‘T tell you what’s proper, you do what’s proper, and that’d be 
proper?” Thalia thought out loud. 

“Obeying is proper,” Grip shook his head. “No-” 

“Following rules is proper,” Thalia stated. 

“commanding is proper.” 

“(be-news-not] | [be-proper-?|” Grip inquired. 


— |s] [TOHHMaTE-He] [11071b3a’} | [1] [MOKa3bIBaTS] |KHBOTHOe’] — 
BbIBel ['pHI, YM BEIZBaI 3aGer WK Ha TPH Kpyra. 

— [THI] | [1paBHnbHEi] — moxBanum ero Hpwor. Io Kpatinet 
Mepe, 3TO Ka3ayl0Cb MOXBaNOH. 

— Xopowo, — IpucoesqMHWNacb K WOXBaslaM u Taya. 

—Tenepb mbl 3Haem, umo A — npasunbnolt. Bom Kak mam 
Hacuem me6a — ewe HenoHAMHO, — YcTalO OTIYTHNICA 
pum. 


— |OOBACH-aii] | [paBHIbHEI’] — HanMcana Tana. 

— |s] [oKa3BIBaTB] | [THI] [BLIMeyHOMAHYyTOe-fenal] — Cc TOTOB- 
HOCTbIO pacKpbUI WOHATHe HEIOT. 

TloqoxKgal, OHA, YTO pyKH He CHeWaT OTBETHTE, H OOaBHM: 

— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOE| | [IpaBWIbHEIH] 

— A CKAHCY, UMO NPABUWIHO, Bbl COenaiime, KAK NPABWIbHO, U 
6ydem npaeubHo? — pa3MBIMAa BCX Tana. 

— Toduunameca — npasusbxo, — noKa4al ronoBor I pun. — 
Hem- 

— Credosame npasunam — npasusbHo, — 3asBvia Tamu. 

——KOMAaHOOBaMb — NpPABUIHO. 

— |HOBBIe-He] | [1paBHJIbHBIH-11?] 

— |cyllecTBOBaTb-1H?] [HOBbIe-He’] [IpaBHIbHBIM] — yle OT 
oTBeTa HbwT. 

— |ThI] [TpaBMIbHEIH-1H?] | [1] [WpaBHbHBIH-11? | 

— |HCTHHHO] | [HCTHHHO] 


OnaTh ObWIO TaK TeMHO, YTO Heb3A ObVIO He CIENHTb 3a 
XBOCTOM H CTpeKOTOM. Hi BOT Ha 3TOM JBOMHOM [MCTHHHO], B 


“(exist-?] [be-news-not’] [be-proper|” Newt evaded the question. 
“(you] [be-proper-?] | [I] [be-proper-?|” 
“(true] | [true]” 


It got so dark again, Grip could no longer afford to ignore the tail 
movements and rattling. And it was during that double [true], 
when the link between these two has clicked for him. It was 
so simple, really. Click-click, sideswipe-sideswipe, long curvy 
downwards rumble. Or an upwards rumble. So, a forward 
rumble. Anyway, Grip now knew how the written form of [true] 
defined its sound. Not like he could pronounce it though. Maybe 
he could tell it apart from the rest, maybe not, there were just 
too many of them to confuse it with. Like, say, [true-not]. 


That brought him to change the subject. Sounds! 

you] [want-?} {know’} (sounds’ [ours-of] 

“(true|” Newt waved its tail. 

‘Ij [show] [sounds] 

|[do-show] {be-different-?] [be-different-not-?]” 

Newt waited patiently. 

“B’, P’. BYP’. BP.” 

be-different|” Newt concluded after a pause. 

GC, K.G, K. CG, K.” 

be-different]” 

“Wait, no,” Thalia interrupted them. “Repeat after me. ‘EE’. ‘EE’. 
Er” 

PEE EE EEA: 

“(be-different-not]’ Newt wrote to the other side. 


TomoBe y [puna HaKOHell-TO WeKHyN0. Bce ObUI0 TaK MpOocTo. 
TlemK-eK, Wyp-yp BOOK, AJIMHHEIM BBITHYTEIM packaT 
BHv3. Minn BBepx. Biepex, Kopoue. B oOmem, I'pum Tenepb 
3Hall, KaK BHeWMHHM BHI [MCTHHHO] oNpesenal, ero 3ByyaHHe. 
TIpousHecrH ObI He MOT, 3TO TOUHO HET, HO, KaK 3HaTb, MOKET OT 
APYTHX OTM ObI. XOTA TaM eCTb, C YeM CIlyTaTb. C TeM JKe 
[MCTHHHO-He. 


Touno. Ene ofa cCMeHa TeMBI. 3ByKu! 

— |ThI] [XOTeTb-11M?] [3HaTB’] [3BYKH | [HanIH-x] 

— [HMCTHHHO] — MaxHYJI XBOCTOM HBT. 

— [a] [ToKa3bIBaTB] [3ByKH] 

| [WoKa3bIBa-H1] |pasHBbIH-1H? | [pasHBbI-He-11v? | 

HBT BEDKU Jal. 

— «Bb», «ID». «Bb». «ID». «By. «ID. 

— |pa3HBIi] — 3aKmouM HOT Mocte HelposoDKHTeIbHO 

Tay3bl. 

— «Ty, «Ko. «DP». «Ko, «Do, «Ko. 

— |pa3HbIi] — MaXHyJI OH. 

—He, noroyu, — mpepBaa ux Tamua. — IloBpTopy 3a MHOM. 
«YW», «WM». «A». 

— «YM», «A». «Mp». 

— |pa3HbIH-He] — HanHcam 10 Apyry1o cropouy Hwr. 

— Xa! Tax-To! — pajfocTHo 3acMesulacb Tass. 


pum Obi Oomee cyepKaH, HO HbwrT crapasca, H BEIXO,MNO 
y Hero Bce myame. [ge noHayaly MyTasicd, TaM Bce OoubIe 
HCIIpaBMIAJICA, HO He Ha «3-C». «3-C» eEMy He [aBaylOCh HUKAK, 


“Yay! Take that,” Thalia laughed victoriously. 


It wasn’t a smooth sailing for Newt: while he was improving, say, 

the ‘Z-S’ distinction just didn’t work for him no matter what. But 

is it really that important? Happy for advancing science, Grip put 

down his paper, and, suddenly, the tables have turned. 

“{I] [show] {sounds’] | [you] [show] [be-different’-?]” rattling and 
clicking, Newt started an exam of its own. 

Grip did his best, not rewarded with a single hint on how he’s 

doing. Though, to be fair, neither did he provide any feedback to 

Newt. 

“(I] [know-?] [be-different’-?] Grip asked in the end. 

“(true]’ Newt’s reply was terse. 

“So we will speak one day, you and me...” 

As usual, Newt listened to the words carefully, while, obviously, 

understanding none of them. 


“ 


exist] (up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

exist-not] [here-in| [I’) [exist] [here-in] [I’]” Newt wrote in two 
columns at once. 

exist] (up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

exist-not] [here-in] [we’] [exist] [here-in] [we’|” Grip completed 
the ritual, lagging behind with his column-by-column writing. 
“(do-go] [do-hold] [purpose’] | {do-go] [do-hold] [animal’|” Newt 
placed his order and left. 


“ 


“Whew,” Thalia broke her long silence. “What are you gonna 
bring him?” 
.. pick up everything, but the star; take a sip from the bottle first 


HO pa3Be XK 3TO rlaBHoe? JIOBOMSHEIM, YTO IPOABHHYyA BIlepey 
Hayky, pH OTIOKHT OyMaKKy. Ho He TYT-TO OBIIO. 
— |] [ToKa3bIBaTB] [3BYKH’] 

| [TBI] [WOKa3bIBaTb] [pasHbI’-nH?] — pacnopsywica Her, 4 

Hauall CBOH 3K3aMeH, M10 TpeCKy. 

[pull cTapasicad 430 BCeX CHI, MOHATHA He HMes, ClIpaBAeTCA JIM 
OH. CipaBe/VIMBOCTH pajiH, oH HpI0Ta TOKe 06 yclexax B H3BeCT- 
HOCTb He CTaBUIL. 
— |s] [3HaTb-J1H?| [pa3HbIH’-71?] — CIpOcuy OH B KOH. 
— [HCTHHHO] — aKOHHUHO yxKa3ai HBT. 
— 3Ha4HT, MBI C TOOOH elle MOrOBOPHM... 


— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] [comHIe’] [cyIjecTBOBaTb] [BHH3-B] 
COuHIC’| 
CYI€CTBOBATb-He] |c¥0Jfa-B] (A’] [CyfecTBOBaTS] [ctopfa-B] [1’] 


Hatvcam HpIT B Ba CTOMOIa pa30M. 

— |cyllecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] {[comHIe’] [cyIjecTBOBaTb] [BHH3-B] 

COuHIe’| 

CYMeCTBOBAaTb-He] [c1oj{a-B] [MbI’] [cymMecTBOBaTb] [cloza-B] 

MBI’] — 3aBepIHW puTyan pun 10 ofHoMy cToNOIy 3a pas. 

— |Hj-n) [epx-H] [Momb3a’} | [Mp-v) [qepxK-n] [>KHBOTHOe’] — 
OcTaBH HBT 3aKa3 Ha 3aBTpa H yOeKal. 


— @-fyx, — Hapylua cBoe Jomroe Mom4aHHe Tamus. — Ymo 
Mbl emy NPUHECEUb? 
.. BCe COOpaTb, KPOMe 3Be3/{04KY; OTIMTh CHayasia H3 OYTBUIKU 


— Paiby, — packpblI KapThi Ipun. 


“A fish,” Grip revealed his plan. 

“A fish? Why?” 

“Because it’s safe... you know... aquarium.” 
“Huh. Makes sense, I guess.” 


“What does he want us to bring? That ‘purpose’.” 

“If only I knew,” Thalia paused putting on her suit for a moment. 
“I don’t like it. At all. This is gonna pose a problem.” 

“He wants us to help them. Help with what?” 

“Do you think they need our help? They seem to fare just fine.” 

“Well, if they do, I’m all for helping.” 


The outer door hissed open, revealing another surprise: a large, 
adult lizard froze in their way, staring at them. When Grip 
decided to resolve the stand-off and flank it, indicating “I see 
you, I want to go around you” with all his body language, the 
lizard just burrowed into the sand and left. They walked around 
that place anyway. 


Their evening reception at the station got less grandiose. There 
was no screen with Dan and Lee this time, Irakli Kosmovich was 
missing as well. 

“How’s it going, night owls?” Lisa asked. 

“Fine, mostly fine,” Thalia replied. 

“What’s the matter?” 

“Newt is asking us, what are we here for.” 

“And what can we help with,” Grip added. 

“And... what do they need our help with?” Stalina Filantievna 


— Pol6y? Touemy? 
— Imo Gezonacno... HY, 3HAeUb... AKeAPUyM. 
—A. B 9mom ecmb cmbica, A Oyman. 


— Uero 0H OT Hac xoueT? C sTOH CBOeH «IjeNIbI0»? 

— Ecum 65! 4 TOMbKO 3Hasla, — HeHaonro Mepectana offeBaTbcd 
Tamua. — He npaBuTca MHe 3TO. BOT COBCeM. ITO CTaHeT 
Tpoosemou. 

— OH xo¥eT, UTOOBI MbI IOMOTIIH, HO Cc 4eM? 

— Kak I10-TBOeMY, Hy)KHa HM Halla Nomoub? MM, spose, 4 Tak 
HOPMasIbHO. 

— He, eca H)KHA, A TOJIBKO 3a. 


3a HapyKHeH ABepbiO UX OKMMall ele OHH clopupus: OombMad, 
B3pOCIad AMepHya, 3aMepllad WolepeK MYTH H ycTaBHBMadca 
Ha HUX. I'pHIl pellWJIcd paspyIHTb MPOTHBOCTOAHHe, OOOH pA ee: 
MarHyI Blepey H BOOK, BCeM CBOHM BHJOM IIBITAACb JOHECTH «A 
TeOd BUKY, 4 XOUy TeOx OGOHTH». Alepuija paspelHna KOWIN- 
3H10 I10-CBOEMY — IIPOBOPHO 3apblacb B MecoK. OHH OOOMWI 3TO 
MECTO CTOPOHOH. 


Ha cTaHIjHH WX BCTpeyasM yxKe He Tak Topsyo, FawKe He BCeM 
cocTapom. He ObiI0 3KpaHa Cc JI3HoM ¥ JIn, He ObI0 Mpaxnua 
Kocmosu4a. 

— Kak dena, coebl? — cipocuna JIu3a. 

— Hopmaono, 8 yenom HOpmasbHo, — oTBeTHIIa Tass. 

—B vem deno? 

— Hbiom xovem 3Hamb, 3auem Mbl mym. 

— YH 4em moncem nomoub, — yobaBun T'pun. 


inquired. 

“That’s the big question,” Thalia sighed. “And fish is not the 
answer.” 

“Fish?” Stalina Filantievna frowned. 

“Yeah, about that... We need a fish,” Grip addressed Maria. 

“‘T- Pll think about that. You wanna bring him a fish?” she 
repeated. 

“Yes. He wanted to see real animals. We should start with a fish.” 

“That’s... not a simple request,” Maria worried about something. 

“What’s the problem?” Thalia mirrored her tone. 

‘Not a particularly fish-friendly planet we've... they’ve got 
here...” Maria replied absentmindedly. “OK, I’ll come up with 
something tomorrow, and, yeah, thanks for the heads-up. There 
must be some of them, th— errr, sorry, what’s that?” 

“A piece of cactus. With some sand on it. I think. And my hand. 
Could you, please, scan it?” 

“This piece of a cactus?” 

“And my hand,” Grip repeated. “Newt sat on it. And I’ve carried 
him around the dome.” 

“OK, you can explain it all on the way.” 

Thalia also kept them company. 


Grip deposited the cactus into one of the containers, while Thalia 
explained it’s not the palm that should be scanned, but the wrist. 
Maria slowly waved her hand scanner along the entire arm, only 
to declare there’s nothing unusual or dangerous detected. 


Back in the hallway, Grip spoke up quietly: 


—H.... C 4eM UM HYCHA NOMOULb? 

— Imo uecmb 2naéHbili gonpoc, — B3yjoxHyNa Tanua.— H poi6a 
He nodxodum. 

— Pvi6a? — Haxmypuiacb CramuHa OuaHTbeBHa. 

— Ta, Hacuem amoeo... Ham ny2cHa pol6a, — obpatunca Ipun kK 
Mapun. 

— f- A nodymaw... Xoueuls npukecmu emy pbl6y? —NoBTopuya 
OHA. 

— a. OH Xouem nocmompemb HACMOAWUX HCUBOMHBIX. Hayamb 
cmoum C pbl6bl. 

— Henpocmaa npoce6a, — Maputo uto-To becnoKouN0. 

— B yem npobnema? — 3allepexkuBasla elt B TOH Tana. 

—Vnuac... y HUX mym mak ce6e nnaHemKA, pbl6 3a¢00UMb... — 
paccesHHO oTBeTHIa Mapua. — Jado, 2 umo-HUubydb 
3aempa npudyman, U, IMO, cnacu6o, uMO 3apaHee CKAsANU. 
FfonxcHet ObimMb KAKUe-MO, UMO- 9-3-M-M, a IMO, NDOcmume, 
umo? 

—Kycok kaxmyca. B necxe. 4 nonaearo. H mos pyxa. Ilowcanyu- 
cma, Mooeme amo omcKaHUposamb? 

—3mom kycoK Kakmyca? 

— H mow pyky, — noptopun T'pun. — Hoiom xa neil cuden. A 2 
€20 HOCUN NO KyNoNy. 

— Jladuo, no nymu o6eacuume. 

TaJIHa Toke COCTaBHIa HM KOMIaHHI0. 


Tp MOMecTHII KaKTyC B OHH H3 KOHTelHepos, NoKa TaMa 
OOBACHA1a, YTO He KHCTb Halo CKaHMpOBATS, a 3allacTbe. Mapua 
MeJJICHHO BOJMNa PYYHBIM CKaHepoM BAONb BCeH PYKH, HO Tak 


“We also need to discuss how-” 

“Let’s deal with it tomorrow,” Thalia interrupted him rudely, only 
to pull him by his hand. 

They went to the showers in silence, where she turned on the 

tap and started washing her hands. Once Grip followed suit, she 

added, barely audible over the running water: 

“Tll come up with a way to talk. And what to do,” 

.. turned off the tap, wished him good night and ran away. 


Grip wandered slowly to his room. The Epsilon Indi 3 day 
duration was killing him. Just staring past his phone and gather- 
ing his thoughts was exhausting enough. Writing a report? 
That’s simply not- Hmph! Don’t you dare roll down again, you 
naughty pencil. What if we prop you up with a phone... 


HM4Yer0 HEOOLIMHOLO WIM ONaCHOFO H He Hallia. 


B xopupope [pull THxo cKa3am TanHu: 

— Hajo ellje Ham ByBOeM OOCYLHTE— 

— Crymaii, JaBali 3anTpa, —rpy6o nepeouna ero Tasmma, YTOObI 
TYT Ke IOTAHYTb 3a COOOH 3a PYKY. 

OHH Moa JONUIH JO AyWeBbIX, re OHa OTKPbUIa KpaH H cTasa 

MBIT pyku. Korya [put nocteqoBail ee IpuMepy, Ha JObaBuna, 

e[Ba CJIBIMHO Ha POHE BOLEI: 

—  IpHpymato, Kak norosopHts. Vi uto jenats. 

.. 3aKPUIa KpaH, ToKesasia JOOpo Hoy u yOexKasa. 


Tp MeyIeHHO BepHYJICA B KOMHATY. Jlaxe IpocTo AyMaTb u 
CMOTPeTb CKBO3b TeMe@OH ObWIO yYTOMHTeMbHO. IIMcaTb OTUeT 
B 9TO BPM HEMPHBEIMHBIX MECTHEIX CYTOK ObUIO ObI NpOCTO— 
bits! Tuxo THI, KapaHfalll, He CMeif MajlaTb C TyMOOUKH. A HY 
KaK MBI TeOa Tee@OHOM MOjonpeM... 


(Not) resolved 


Can a lowly intercivilizational contactee ever get a good night 
of sleep on this planet?! This morning he was unceremoniously 
poked in the ribs with a finger, right before catching a glimpse 
of Thalia running away. Sigh. The phone can wait then. 


Grip headed directly to the canteen, exchanged greetings with 
Trakli Kosmovich in the hallway, and arrived in time to witness 
some dramatic scene. Lisa was the centrepiece of it, lying on 
the sofa, staring blankly at the brightly shining ceiling, as if she 
was mourning the untimely demise of the world as we know it. 
Distracting her from this tragic idleness was Thalia annoying 
Stalina Filantievna in full swing: 

“tm a kid! Are you familiar with the concept?...” 

She held something white, multilayered and heavily perforated 
under her arm, something that hindered her gesticulation 
greatly. 

“... [need to frolic, play, do sports. Not sit in a coop all day... and 


(He) pemmuTeibHbI 


TlaqyT Korya-Hvoyb CKPOMHOMY Me@KIMBHIM3allMOHHOMY 
KOHTakTepy Ha 3TOH IWlaHeTe MOcHaTb WIM HeT?! CerojHA ero 
OecllepeMOHHO TKHYIM Wo, peOpo ManbileM, H MpocHysica OH 
TaK CTPeMHTeNIbHO, YTO YCHes 3aMeTHTS yOeralomly1o Taso. 
Tenedou nofoxyer. 


[pull HalpaBHca IpaAMHKOM B CTOMOBYIO, B KOpHope OOMeHAB- 
IMHCb IpHBeTcrBHamMu c Upaxnuem Kocmosuuem. B cTouoBor 
pa3sBopauHBallach KaKad-TO ApaMaTHyeckad cljeHa. B WeHTpe 
TpaMbl, Ha JMBaHe, BO3Ie Kasia Jima, WyCTBIMH [la3aMH CMOTpA 
IPAMO Ha APKO CBeTAIMHCA MOTOMOK MH BCeM CBOHM BHJJOM 
ucTOYad MupoByl0 cKopOb. OTBIeKanH ee OT TparM4ecKor 
Tpa3{HOcTH Hye MOWHEIM XOJOM IpenupanHa Tarun co 
CramMHow OuaHTbeBHOU. 

——KO A pebeHoK, NoHUMaeMe ? 3HAKOMbI C Mako KoHYenyUell?.. 
MKecrukynauu Tau Meliasio uTO-To Oelo0e, MHOTOCMOMHOe 4 
KpaiiHe JbIpyaToe y Hee TO MBINIKOM. 


then on sand all night.” 

“No way. Decorations are on the list, decorations are approved.” 

“The list, the list! Don’t be a machine, come up with something! 
What can I help you with? Assemble stuff? Move things?” 

‘T’ve just finished the remodelling, so, none of that.” 

“Then call me once something else comes up...” Thalia sounded 
progressively more desperate. 

Grip poured himself a first glass of water. 

“Look, I don’t know,” Stalina waived her arms in exasperation. 
“Since you've got a suit, you can be the next one to clean the 
panels.” 

“Thank you, thank you! Wanna come with me, Grip?” 

‘T didn’t mean right now, they’re not—” 

Grip wasn’t in the mood to feign enthusiasm: 

“Please, have some mercy. I just woke up, what panels...” 

“Yeah, sure, text me when you're free, OK, thank you!” she 
barraged him, already running away. 

Stalina Filantievna shook her head and began to unload her 

pockets of plenty into the drawers and onto the shelves. 


Back in his room, Grip checked the phone. An audio from mom. 
In a cheerful voice, she told him she had signed up for all the 
expeditions she could, and got too lazy to cook for herself. Asked 
to warn her in advance when he’s coming back, so that she 
cancels everything to be at home. Dropped what was probably a 
hot piece of local news, Dima Seleznyov breaking his toe against 
a goalpost; but this only made Grip feel more distanced from 
this faraway normal life of his that he lived and breathed just 


—... Me xado pezeumbca, uepamb, 3aHuUMambcaA Chopmom. A He 
CUOEMb 6 3A2OHE UeNdlil OeHb... ANOMOM Ha necke YeNyiO HOU. 

— Hu 6 Koem cayyae. J[nA dexopauuii ecmb cnucok, deKopayuu 
paspelwenbl. 

— Cnucok, cnucok! He 6ydome maxoti Mawunol, npudymaiime 
yumo-Huobydb! Yem eam nomous? Iocobupamb umo-mo? 
Tlepenecmu? 

—A MONbKO UMO 3AKOHXUNA NepennanuposKy, HULeZO He HAdO. 

— Hy no30eume mexaA mozda, Kozda onamb 6ydem Hado... — 
Tama C KAKO paso OTYaHBanacb Bce OoNbIMe H OONBIE. 

[pu HaJiMi ce6e NepBblii CTakaH BOJEI. 

—Crywau, Hy He 3Hal0, — pa3q{pwKeHHO B3MaxXHyla pyKaMu 
CramMHa. — Paz y me6a ecmb KOCMIOM, MOHCEULb 6 CnedyI0- 
Wwull pas NOUUCMUM NaHeNuU. 

— Cnacu6o-cnacu6o! pun, notidewb co mot? 

— He umena 6 eudy ceituac, OHU IKe—- 

[pul He CTayl HMHTHPOBaTS IHTY3Ha3M: 

—Tanua, 6ydb 4enogexom. A mombKO npocuynca, KaKue 
nanenu?... 

—JIa, KovewHo, Hanuweulb, KaK oceoboduUlbcA, jAdHO, 
cnacu6o! — oTTapaTopuaia ona, y6eras. 

CramuHa OysaHTbeBHa WOKayalla TOMOBOH HM IpHCTyMMIa K 

packla[bIBaHHIO HeHCCAKAeMOTO COfePKHMOIO KapMaHOB 10 

TOIKaM H AWHKaM. 


BepHyBIIHCh B KOMHaTy, [pun npoBepun Temedou. Mama 
3Byyana oOopsiouje. PaccKa3ama, 4TO 3allMcalacb Ha BCe 
BO3MOKHbIE IKCHeFMIMH, a KOTa WpwesyKaeT, JICHHTCA, He 


last week. She also mentioned that she saw his speech (one from 
the Palace of Reconnaissance, presumably), but didn’t show it 
to anyone else. And concluded with a sudden “hope you're not 
bored there, science can be boring at times”. It took an effort for 
Grip to lower his eyebrow back and shake off that last comment, 
but he once again opted to not tell anything of importance until 
he’s told it’s all declassified. So he promised her that when he'll 
come hack, they’ll bake an oven full of cherry pastry together; 
that the video probably wasn’t that great to begin with, so she 
was right about not showing it to anybody; and that science is 
being handled by the real scientists, while he’s just helping them 
a little. 


He then went to the shower, bumped into Thalia on the way back, 
got cornered and badgered into joining her solar panel cleaning. 


They put on their planet suits, left the ship and went around it 
along its wall. The ship’s side featured a pod docked to it, the 
outside of it looking criminally ugly and boring for something 
capable of flying to the orbit right away. Grip just couldn’t wait 
until it stopped blocking the view and revealed a field of solar 
panels almost the size of the ship itself. The panels stood on thin 
legs, less than a meter high, each one of them tilted slightly to 
the left. And there was a cactus: green, plump, higher than the 
panels, spikeless and heavily chewed up. 


Once he was done with the sightseeing, Thalia caught his glance 
and flicked her wrist, producing two long soft brushes out of thin 
air. As Grip approached her to grab one, she unfastened and 


TOTOBHT COBCeM H eCT B CTOMOBOH. Ilonpocua npexynpesxuTS 
3apaHee, Kora cobepeTca Ha3ajj, YTOObI OHA yClleNa IpHexaTb 
M BCTpeTHTb. Bulaa TOpAyy!0 MecTHy!0 HOBOCTh — J[MMKa 
Ceyle3HeB IHYyJI WTaHry H cloMa Maney — oT puma Temlepb 
HeBePOATHO aeKyt0, OyYATO 43 Apyrou %KH3HH BoBCe. CKasaa, 
YTO BHfea eFO BLICTYIeHHe (BAAHMO, U3 Jloma PasBe{KH), HO 
HHKOMY He NOKa3biBasla. A 3aKOHUWIa BHe3aNHbIM «Hajlelocb 
TaM TeOe He CKY4HO, HayKa HHOrja Takad cKyyHad». Tpun 
OMNYCTHII Ha MeCTO OpoBb, MOMOTAI TOMOBOH H CTA 3alHCbIBaTb 
oTBeT. OH CHOBa pellMA fO pacceKpeyHBaHua HuYerO He 
paccKasbiBaTb 0 Jeny. Woobeman, uro KaK BepHeTca, OHH 
HaJlelMT MMPOKKOB C BHIWHeM; TO BHO, CKOpee BCerO, TAK 
ce6e, H XOPOMO, 4TO OHA eTO He WOKasbIBalla; H YTO HAYKOH TYT 
yueHble 3aHMMAIOTCA, a OH TaK, IOMOTaeT, YM MOET. 


OTTyJJa OH NOMWeN B Ay, a Ha WyTH OOpaTHo Monanca Tamu u 
ObUI 3arHaH B W103, HATH WpoTupaTs WaHesH. 


B 9TOT pa3 OHH NOMI OOXOZHTb Kopabsb BAO cTeHBI. [Ina 
INTYKOBHHEI, CIOCOOHOM XOTb ceH4¥ac MaXHYTb Ha opouTy, 
IIPHCTHIKOBaHHas COOKy WWINOMKa BEITAeMa IPOCTo MpecTynHo 
ypOjIMBO HM HeKasHcToO. [pun MpAMO-TakKH He MOF JOKAAaTECA, 
Kora OHa TepecTaHeT 3aKpbIBaTb 0030p. HM BoT u3-3a Hee 
TOKa3a0Cb Woe Manele, UyTb WM He C elle OMA KOpabsb 
pasMepoM. OHM CTOAMM Ha TOHKHX HOraX, MeHbIle MeTpa 
BBICOTOM, OMHAKOBO HaKMOHeEHHEIe UyTb ByeBoO. A elle 3a 
KopaOJieM Hallleyicd KaKTYC: 3€eHbIH, COUHIM, BbIIIe Nanenen, 
6e3 KOMIOUeK HM Helay{HO NOKeBAHHBIH. 


unsealed the hood-helmet just a bit. He hesitated for a moment, 
then followed her lead. The bitter air filled his lungs, but he 
could hear so much better now. 

“What do you think, can Stalina hear us here?” 

“I don’t know, really.” 


They went along the panel rows, brushing something dust- or 
sand-like off them. Not like there was nothing to swipe off, but it 
was unlikely to seriously impede the panels’ performance either. 


“Are you gonna get in trouble? If they find out.” 

“We're the ones formally in charge here, not them.” 

“Are we?” Grip wondered. 

“At least I rank higher, that’s for sure.” 

“And...” Grip trailed off. “Why beg for a ball then? If you can just 
order.” 

“Don’t get in my way of forging relationships,” Thalia laughed and 
sealed up, and so did Grip, eagerly breathing in good air. 


“OK, let’s make an agreement,” Thalia said a couple of rows 
later. “No bringing him in, unless we both agree. No admitting 
it, unless we both agree.” 

“Deal,” Grip said in the most serious tone he could muster. 

“So, I thought about it, and I can smuggle him in, but only if he... 
coope.... sits tight and does nothing stupid!” 

Grip involuntarily glanced at her left hand, as if she was going 

to flick her wrist and spin a frozen, wide-eyed Newt between her 

fingers. 

“Bad idea,” he shook his head. “That’s gonna end with us chasing 


Korga putt HacMoTpesica BORON, TasIHA NOMMasa ero B3INAT 
WM KpyTaHylla 3allAcTbeM, H3BleKad COBHO H3 HHOTKyfa [Be 
JVIMHHbIe MATKWe WeTKH. A KOrfa NOfomMe 3a OHOK — 
paccTerHysia CilerKa CBOM IleM-Kalomlon. I'pun noKomeGanca 
HW WocueqoBall ee IpumMepy. opbKuH BOSLYX 3allOMHHII erKHe C 
TlepBBIM )Ke BAOXOM, 3aTO Cpasy CTaIO 3aMeTHO JYUIMe CIIbIMHO. 
— Kak ymaeuls, CramMua H 37fecb Hac CIIBIMMHT? 

— fl He 3Hal0, Ipapya. 


OHH Hava Me/VIeHHO XOJMTb M@KTy pAyamuH Oatapeli u 
CMaXHBaTb C HX TO JIM IBUIb, TO IM MevIKH MecoK. He TO, YTOOEI 
H CMaXHYTb Hevero, HO BPA, WH pabote OaTapeli 3TO CHIbHO 
Mellayio. 


— Y Te6a 6yfyT npobsems!? Ec Hac pacKpowr. 

— MOpMasIbHO MEI 3/feCb TIaBHBIe, a He B3POCIIBIe. 

— ja? — yousuncsa T'pun. 

— Hy 4 pk TOUHO CTaplle HallHx 10 3BaHHI0. 

— A... — 3af{yMalica on. — A YeLo THI TOra MAGHK BIMpalH- 
Baellb, CCIM MOXKellb NPOCTO IpuKasaTb ero pactieyaTaTh? 

— He Mella MHe CTPOHTb OTHOIMeHHA C JIO2bMH, — 3acMes- 
ach TayIMa H 3acTerHyJace. 

3acTeTHYJICd NOPBIMATh XOPOMHM BO3TYXOM H I'pun. 


—Tak, JjaBali cpa3y JOroBOopuMcs, — cKa3alla Talla Yepes Ba 
pajja. — Hecem TombkKo ecmH 06a cormacul. Ipu3Haemcs, 
TOJIBKO ecu 06a COrsacHEI. 

— /flaBali, — cormacusica [pHi caMbIM Cepbe3HBIM TOHOM, Ha 
KOTOPBIH ObI cOcobeH. 


him all around the base. I also thought, and- We need a cage.” 

“Where are we supposed to find a cage? 

“We tell them he asked for a lizard. And a lizard needs a cage.” 

“Brilliant!” Thalia admired him. “So simple! Wait, no. What are 
we gonna do with the other one? Leave it in the dome?” 

“Yeah... poor lizard. So we're gonna chase the other one around 
the dome.” 

“A secret compartment? Under the lid or something?” 

“What? No. That also is a bad idea.” 

“Whatever, we can iron out the kinks later,” Thalia ended up 
optimistic. 

They sealed up again. 


Another two rows later, Grip suddenly noticed a large lizard 
peeking from the underside of one of the panels. Grip waved a 
brush at it; the lizard waved nothing in return. Unsure how to 
proceed, he just cleaned the row as usual; and the lizard simply 
retracted itself out of sight once he got closer. 


“Maybe market it as an adventure?” Thalia resumed the conver- 
sation. 

“Better stress the safety. Including from complex objects.” 

“Well... yeah... What I meant, I think he’s a teen, like, he totally 
acts like one. Tries to dare us. We need to flip it around. Become 
cooler. Turn a dare into a favour.” 

“If we end up doing what he wants, is there- Never mind. There 
Is.” 

“You know what, if they have leaders, the previous contact group 


—SI moytyMasia, H 4 TOTOBa efO IIpOHECTH, HO TOMBKO eCiIM OH 
OyfeT... KOOMepHpOBATB... CHJ[eTh CMHPHO HM HHYETO BEITBO- 
PATH He OyyeT! 

[pH HeBOJIbHO 3aCMOTpeNcd ei Ha pyky, GyATO ona celuac 

B3MAXHeT 3aIlACTbeM, H MEKAY WalbljaMu 3akpyTutca HsI0T, 

3ACTBIBINMH C OCTEKMECHEIbIMH Ila3aMH HaBbiKare. 

— T[]no0xas ues, — 0H 3aMOTat romoBow. — ToHATHCA 3a HUM 
OyfeM Mo Bcel Gase. A TOKe AyMas, H- Ham HyKHa KleTKa. 

—Tle MbI BO3bMeM KJIeTKy? 

—CkK@KeM, 4TO OH TOMpocw slmepuny. Aujepuue HyKHa 
KyleTKa. ITpHuecem B Hel AIlepHUy, H MOMeHAeM. 

—Tenvambxo! — pocxutusacb Tanua. — Tax mpocrto! Ilorogu, 
a Ty? B Kymome ocTaBuM? 

—Mnpa... bequara, MOTOM TaM ee JIOBHTb OyqeM 10 BCeMy 
Kynomy... — oropuwica lpn. 

—TloraHuou otcexk?.. Iloy| KpbIMNKOH, CKaKeM. 

—Uro? Her, 3To Toke Wl0xaa Hes. 

— Tak, May{Ho, 3TO JeTamu. O6yMaem NOTOM, — BOOjyIleBH- 
Jlacb TayHa. 

OHH CHOBa 3aCTerHYJIMC. 


Emje mapy pagop cuycta, Tpul Bapyr 3aMeTHi slMepHuy, 
BBITAIbIBAIOWY1IO C HWWKHEM CTOPOHEI OAHOH 43 Naveen. [pu 
NOMaxXall el IeTKOH, AllepHia eMy B OTBeT HH4eM He MOMaxaJia. 
HeyBepeHHBIH, 4TO AelaTb Jambile, [pun mposowKAN mpoTH- 
paTb KaK HM B YeMm He OprBaslo. Korga OHM NpHOMM3HIHCE, 
alepulla 3acyHyacb riyOxKe H ee MepecTa0 ObITb BUAHO. 


was likely talking to their leaders. But if Newt is a teen, is hea 
teen leader? Just a teen?” 

“A trained diplomat, or a random teen who just wanted to learn 
an alien language?” 

Thalia snorted, but Grip’s hood prevented him from noticing. 

“I don’t know,” he continued. “That kinda assumes they have 
leaders in the first place.” 

“OK, next thing, why aren’t adults proper?” 

“No, that’s something we can discuss at the base, with Irakli 
Kosmovich.” 

Grip sealed up again. That was the last phrase of the walk; they 

completed the cleaning and went back in silence, scheming. 


Back at the base, Grip made a tough decision to start with the 
hard part: the report. Just like the last time, he focused on the 
visit to the dome, and not on what was happening at the base. 
He detailed his main contribution to science so far: the [juice] 
sign that was both blood and sky juice now; briefly reported on 
the fruitless search for [purpose’]... Grip divulged nothing on the 
daring sleepover plan, obviously, but decided to make Thalia 
happier and left a request at the very end: “We’re working hard, 
and sometimes we want to have fun. Could the soccer balls’ 
accounting be simplified somehow?” 


Next he visited Maria. 

“... most importantly, this one comes from really hot Faina 
mountain springs, so, at least at dawn, we don’t have to bother 
with cooling at all. Just give it food and oxygen—” 


— MoxetT lpojjats 3To emy Kak IpHKO“eHHe? — 3aBerla pasro- 
Bop TaiHa Ha CylefyI0leM paccTerHBaHnuH. 

—Jlyulle JaBuTb Ha Oe30MacHOCTh, B TOM YHCIIe OT CHOKHEIX 
ITYK, — BbICKa3all CBO coobpaxKeHua I'pu. 

—Hy... fa... 1 0 4eM, MHe Ka@xKeTca, 4TO Hp1wT — Mospo- 
CTOK, BeffeT CeOA KaK MOmpocToK, OepeT Hac Ha cila6o. ITO 
HajlO MepepepHyTb. UToOs MBI OBUIM Kpyye. Jlemanu emy 
OJJOJDKeHHE. 

— Kakaa pa3Huija, CCIM MBI B HTOTe BCe PaBHO Cyeaem 10— Her, 
3a6yb. EcTb pasHulta. 

—3Haelllb 4TO, CCIM Y HUX eCTb [aBHble AMepHUbl, TO 
Tpowiad rpyila BcxKO ropopwia c HMMM. A HbIwT, OH 
KaKOH-TO [aBHBIM HOApocToK? MUM Wpocto WoApocToK? 

— CrlelMabHo OOyYeHHEIM JMIVIOMAT, WIM CIyYaHHEI Woypo- 
CTOK, KOTOPBIM MPOCTO XOTeNI BLIYYHTh ASBIK? 

Tama ObIPKHyya, HO H3-3a Kall0lW0HOB [pun 3TOrO He 3aMeTHI. 

—‘ He 3Hal0, — IpofowKuA on. — [1a Hayasia, ITO Noppasy- 
MeBaeT, 4TO Y HHX BOOOMe eCTb TlaBHble H He-I1aBHEIe. 

— JlaqHo, cile/lyoWjHH BOIIpOc, MOYeMy B3pOCIbIe HelpaBHib- 
HbIe? 

— He, 3TO MOoKHO H Ha 6a3e OOcyquTS, c Mpaxnuem Kocmosn- 
yeM, — OTBeTHA ['pHM H 3acTerHyJca. 

Ha 3TOM pa3roBop 3aKOHYWICH; OOpaTHO OHH WIM Moya, 

BbIHAMIMBad IaH. 


Ha 6a3e pum peliMTebHO Havas C HeMpHATHOTO: Cc OTYeTA. 
Kak 4 B NpOWbli pas, ChOKYCHpoBaJICA Ha MOXoOfax B KYION, 
a He Ha DKH3HH Ha 6a3e. Hallvcas po riaBHBIM CBO MO0Ka YTO 


‘T get it. That’s nice, really. Why. Is it. So. Ugly?” 

“You only think so, because your brain is wired to stay away from 
carnivores. I mean, you see these teeth, you know it can bite you 
hard, so you’re subconsciously cautious of them. But that’s just 
you. Since no one eats local lizards, I can guarantee you, they 
don’t share your views.” 

“Uhh...” 

“Think of it, why are you uneasy about carnivores? You're not 
gonna let it bite Newt anyway, are you?” 

‘No, of course not, but still... Those hot streams, do any other fish 
live there?” 

“Oh, sure they do. Say, the ones it preys on, give me a second...” 

“Yeah, like this! Much nicer.” 

“It’s, like, half your size,” Maria spoke softly. “Add water, and it’s 
way too heavy to be carried anywhere.” 

“And this one?” 

“Like, this long, so, much more manageable. Just a large bottle, 
basically.” 

Grip caved in with a sigh. 


Trakli Kosmovich was checking out something on his phone, and 

Grip didn’t want to startle him. 

“Hello?” 

“Come in, come in. Time for maths?” 

“Maths?” 

“Algebra. According to the reports, you’ve been studying Russian 
for two days straight,” he winked. “But, I guess, it’s time for you 
to study for real.” 


BKJlaj| B HayKy — [COK], KOTOpbIM HM KpOBb, H Tellepb elle 4 
«cOK He6a», — wHTepec HbwTa K XKHBOTHBIM, OeCcIIOMHEIH 
T0Ka MOCK [Mob3a’}... po Fep3KHH WiaH mpoHoca HpwTa B 
TOCTH, €CTECTBEHHO, He OOMOJIBHJICA HH CJIOBOM, 3aTO pelH 
TopagoBaTb TaHi HM B KOHe MpHncam: «PabotaTb THKENO, 
XOUeTCH HHOFa pasBleKaTbca. Heyb3a JM KaK-TO yMpOCTHTb 
OTYeTHOCTS 10 MAYHKaM?». 


3atem I'puii 3alliem K Mapuu. 

—... HO umMo BaxCHell BCezo, IMA OOUMAaeEM 6 OYeHb 2opAUUX 
UCMOUHUKAX DAUHCKUX 20p, A Bbl Udeme myda BexepoM, 
mak umo Ham eooblwe He HYHO 3aMmMopauueambcA C 
oxnaxcdeHuem. 3Hail MONbKO Kudali KOpM U Kucnopod— 

— 4 noua. 3doposo, npasda. A 4eeo. Oxa. Taxaa. Cmpawuaa? 

—Tobl mak dymaewb moneKo nomomy, YMOo meoli moze maK 
cKpoex — Oepxcambca nodanbue om XULWHUKOs. B cmbicne, 
BUOUUL IMU 3YObI, U OECCOZHAMENbHO NOHUMAELU, UMO OHO 
6bl me6A GonbHO YanHyno. Ho 3mo monbKo mol. Mecmuvix 
Aluepuu-MO HUKMO He ecm, MAK uMO A Mebe 2apanKmupyN, 
OHU MBeoe20 MHEHUA He pasdensArom. 

— 39MM... 

— Hy cam nocydu, 4mo nl0xo0z0 6 Mom, UMO OHA XULYyHAA? Tol 
we He Oaulb etl ykycumb Hbioma, He mak nu? 

—Hem, Koneuno nem. Ho 6ce-maku. B amux 2opauux PyybAx, 
mam Opyeoii pbi6bl He BodumcaA? 

—Bodumca, pasymeemca. Bom makyw, Hanpumep, OHU 
KyWarom... CCKYHOOUKY.... 

— Hy! Bom. Kyda cumnamuunee. 


“Yeah, just a few lizard questions first. What's...” he scribbled 
down “(do-hold-?]”. “... this one?” 

“Interrogative-imperative mood. Nothing special, really. We 
don’t have it in such a pure form, but compare it with ours 
‘would you rather study algebra?’. Consider it a ‘have it, would 
you?” 

“Aha, OK. Could you also explain, how should we understand this 
one?” Grip wrote down “|be-proper]”. 

“Look, that’s the one you’ve explained just fine the other day. We 
used to treat it as ‘good’, then, as the discrepancies accumulated, 
we’ve compromised on ‘proper’.” 

“I'm afraid I need more. I need to understand it better.” 

“OK, their concepts don’t have to map unambiguously to ours. 
But Ican tell you for sure, this denotes what’s something socially 
acceptable in their culture... following the ‘plan’, the ‘scheme’ 
thing, that will be ‘proper’. Yet that’s not all to it.” 

“What else? If one takes something by force, would that be 
‘proper’?” 

“I don’t think so, I'd go with ‘strong’, Irakli Kosmovich jotted 
down “[be-strong]” 

“Yeah, I know... Can ‘proper’ mean ‘principal’?” 

“No, and that’s way too narrow.” 

“We're not gonna get far this way. Can I have examples with it? 
When they call various things ‘proper’?” 

“Sure, I...” Irakli Kosmovich scrambled for a second. “Look, how 
about I do it later? That’d take some time.” 

“OK, let’s do algebra.” 


— TonbKo pa3mepom c non-me6A, — MATKO OOaBua Maps. — 
JJo6asb Body u Bce, KyOa Mbl MaKylo MAHECMb NoMALYULU ? 

—Agma? 

— Bom maxaa npumepuo, kyda nyuwe. Tonyuumca no cymu, 
Gonbluaa OyMBLIKA. 

T pHi MaxHyil pyKou H cyasics. 


Mpaxiuii Kocmopu4y cMoTpell 4TO-TO B Temedoue, u puny He 

XOTeJIOCb eTO Hallyrats. 

— 3ypaBcTBylitTe? 

— 3ax0JIM, 3aX0JM. Pema 103aHMMaTbCA MaTeMaTHKOH? 

— MatemarTukoi? 

— Anre6pou. A To 10 OTYeTaM MBI JIBa JHA PYCCKHM 3aHUMa- 
JMCb, — NO2MHTHyA OH. — Iopa H B3allpaBsy NOyYHTDCA. 
— Ceifyac, TOMBKO Ippo AllepHHEIM CIIpollly Koe-4TO. BOT 3TO... — 

OH Hallucaml «{JlepK-H-H?|». — ITO 4TO? 

—BOoMpocuTeIbHo-oBewMTeIbHOe HakwOHeHHe. Huuyero 
oco6eHHoro. B YHCTOM BHJe y Hac TaKOe He IpakTHKyWr, 
pa3Be 4TO «a He NO3aHHMasICA ObI TH alreOpoit?». ITaKoe, 
CUHTAH, «Je pKHIIB, He TaK JH? ». 

— Ara, xopomo. JIaqHo. A MoxKeTe OOBACHHTh, KaK IOHHMaTb 
BOT 3T0? — pull HanHcasl «| paBHIbHBIH|». 

— Hy Tbr Ke CaM Ha J[HAX MHe BCe MpaBHbHO OOBACHAN. MBI 
cHa¥alla CYMTaIH, YTO 3TO «XOPOIIMM», a MOTOM, Koga 
HaKONMJIMCh PacXOKMCHHA, COMVIMCh Ha «IpaBMWIbHbI». 

— bo10cb, Mue 3TOro Maso. Me Hao yale NOHATS. 

— Hy, AX KOHIenUMH H He 0613aHbI OHO3HAYHO HepeBOJMTECA. 
Ho @ TeOe TOUHO MOTY CKa3aTb, 3TO O603HAYeEHHe COIMabHO 


IpHeMeMOro B HX KyIbType. CeqOBaTb «IaHy», KOTOPEIM 
«CXeMa», 3TO TOKe GyeT «IpaBHIbHO». HO He TOMKO 3TO. 
—A 4TOo ene? Ecru 4To-To B3aI H OTOOpaN, OyTelb «IpaBHIb- 

HBIM»? 

— He pymano. 5 O51 BEIOpal «CHIbHEIM», — Upaxnuit Kocmopuy 
3allMcall «|CWIbHBIH|». 

— JJa, 4 3Ha10... MoxkeT «IIpaBHJIbHBIM» ObITb «IaBHBIM»? 

— Her, 3TO, KaK MHHHMYM, CJIMIIKOM Y3KO. 

— Tak Mbl HHYETO He ouMem, — c/lasica I pul. — A MOKHO MHe 
IIPHMepos C HHM? Korgla OHH HasbIBaloT pasHoe «IpaBHib- 
HBIM»? 

— Koneuno, 4... — Mpaxmmit Kocmopny va ceKyHAy 3acyeTHIIca. 
— Cyymali, a MOKHO @ HX TeOe NOTOM cobepy? ITO eNO 
OyfeT HeOLICTpoe. 

— Jlaquo. Jlapaiite anreopy. 


Mpaximit Kocmosuy o6bacuan puny, kak pacKpbIBaTb MHO)KH- 
TeIM B MHOTOWIeHE!, TO ObLVIO Kya Mpowje H NOHATHEE 
silepHuoro. Jlaxe co6upatb o6paTHo Ob Mpomje. Ha anrebpy 
OHM 6yMary He MepeBoqunu: Upaknmi Kocmopu4y counHal 
IIpHMepbI Ha cBOeM Temledoue, I'pun pellan Ha cBoem. YactTb 
IIpHMepoB KpacHBoO CBOpayHBalach, a YaCTb HeT, 3aCTAaBIAA 
[puta NOHepBHHYAaTs, NpaBYIbHO JM OH pelMA WIM oMmHOcA 
rye. A Upaxiui Kocmopny c paccKka3a 0 MHOTOWleHaX KaK-TO 
He3aMeTHO IPH ITOM COWICHA Ha TO, YTO IMKTEI H A[PyTHe KevIBTbI 
TOKE YTO-TO B CBOHX ASBIKAX TO PaCKPbIBaJIH, TO CBOPAayHBaIIN, 
a IOTOM B YaJIbCKOM OT 9TOFO OCTamacb MelaHuHa. UToOs! 10 
HOCTOMHCTBY ONeHHTb HMMPOBH3HpoOBaHHy! JexKiHi0, Tpuny 


Trakli Kosmovich explained how to remove brackets to arrive 
at polynomials, which was much more straightforward and 
understandable than lizard. And so was factoring back out. 
Algebra wasn’t paper-worthy: Irakli Kosmovich came up with 
more and more problems on his phone, Grip solved them on 
his. Some examples factored nicely, others were a mess, leaving 
him to wonder whether he’s done everything correctly. Irakli 
Kosmovich has somehow digressed from polynomials and 
onto Picts and other Celts factoring some things and distribut- 
ing others, eventually leaving Welsh in a messy state — an 
impromptu lecture that Grip was about a decade of studies 
short from understanding in full, yet he found it enjoyable in an 
abstract way. Also, “Picts” sounded funny. 


In the midst of it, Thalia ran in and frowned, ill-tempered: 

“Why haven't you called me?” 

Grip began to defend himself, claiming he didn’t promise to. They 
quickly went over (do-hold-?] and (be-proper] again, and then he 
sent her off to Maria to check on the fish, since Thalia hasn’t seen 
it yet. 


A few problems later, he joined them as well. Thalia and Maria 

were in sorrow over a grotesque colourful blob on the screen, 

drifting and slowly morphing in a trippy manner. 

“What happened? This one is even worse.” 

“Yeah, no way,” Maria ruled and returned the previous picture. 
“Round bottles are out.” 

Turns out, they've decided to simulate how Newt will see the fish, 


He XBaTaO JleT elle TAK JecATH OOYYeHHA, HO BCe paBHO OBO 
wuTepecuo. Vi ci0BO «MHKTh» ObIIO CMeIIHOEe. 


Tlocpequ JekIjHH BOeKalla H CXMypHach pas{pakenHad Tas: 
— A MeHa 4ero He 103BalI? 

[pum Bospa3vi, 4ToO He oGemlat, BooOme-ro. IIpummocb 
HeHafOJITO BEPHYTBCA K [epK-H-1H?] H [IpaBHbHBIH), a TOTOM 
OH OTocHas ee K Mapuu cmoTpetTs ploy, 6maro Tasma ee ellie He 
BHyeuIa. 


Uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO IIPHMepOB OH H CaM MIpHCoeqMHWICA K HM. 

Tamua c MapHeit neyaMmMch Mepex skpaHoM, Tye WiaBaslo 4 

TlepeIMBaIOCh HEYTO elle OOsIee KYTKOE, BEITAHYTOE H HeMen0e. 

— Ymo cayuunocn? Ima ewe xyuce npexcHel. 

— /Ta, mak deno xe notidem, — tocTaHoBuna Mapua 4 BepHynia 
Kak OBUIO. 

OxasaJI0cb, YTO OHH PeLIMIH MPHKHHYTS, KaKOH pblOy yBHAHT 

HBT, HW BBIMe MOWHEIM Mpax. BepTuKaybHEle OYTBIIKH 

He MOJXOMM, YTOOLI CMOTpeTS C 3eMJIM. TOPH30HTaJIbHbIe 

Kpyluible OYTBIIKH NOKa3bIBaIH TaKOH WKAC, TO H YeOBeK ObI 

C TpyOM y3Hal B 3TOM pBIOy. [pun Osi MpoTHB Napaswieenn- 

Tela C KPbIMIKOH Ha OoKy, HO Tamua c MapHett HacTanBan, YTO 

9TO MOKa YTO — Myumlad Hes. A Korga puta cnpocwu: 

— Ecru Mbl cdenaem makoezo pa3Mepa, KAK NpUKAHCeULb pbl6e 6 
9mom paseepHymbcn? 

OH OypKHYI: 

— BIIpHTEIK Jealite, y MeHA TOKE YKU3Hb He Caxap. 

H yillen OpOAUTb 0 6a3e B OAMHOYKY, YTOOLI HaKOHE!, 3all0M- 


and it was a disaster. Vertical bottles would be bad for checking 

out from the ground level, and round bottles distorted the fish 

into a nightmare fuel that even humans had a hard time recon- 

structing back. Grip was against a large horizontal rectangular 

bottle with a wide side cap, but Thalia and Maria insisted this 

was the best idea so far. When asked: 

“If we make it this large, just how is it supposed to turn around?” 

Grip mumbled: 

“Make it just enough to turn around. It’s a tough life for everyone, 
myselfincluded,” and left to roam the base alone and get familiar 
with it at last. 


The far side, one past the teleports, wasn’t in use, and so was 
half of this side as well, its sections packed with mysterious 
equipment. Grip found Thalia’s room, with tall white perforated 
paper-like figurines. Other rooms were hard to match with 
people, though Irakli’s room had papers on the bedside table. 
And another one turned out to be Maria’s, when he was passing 
it for the third time, and found her sitting on the bed. 


The canteen featured Dramatic Lisa once again. 

“Why are you so sad?” Grip asked. “Did something happen?” 

“No-o,” she stretched out. “I’m not sad. I’m just bored. I’m bored 
because I have nothing to do.” 

“And what do you do? Usually.” 

“Pm studying how planets become... the way they are now. Like 
a historian, but for very slow, astronomically slow processes? 
Where did all the sand come from?.. Where are the oceans?...” 


HUTD, Ife 3/[eCb UTO. 


asIbHAA CTOpOHa, 3a TelelopTaMyH, He HCMOMb30Baacb. Kak, B 
OOM, H MOMOBMHA OWKHEH, Te Weyble CeKIMM OUIM 3acTaB- 
MeHbI 3arajOUHBIM OOOpyfOBaHHeM. TpuHi Halllel KOMHATY 
TasIHM, yCTaBeHHYy!0 BbICOKHMM OevIBIMH JbIPYAaTHIMH UTyp- 
Kamu. J[pyrve 3KHIbIe KOMHATI ObUIO THKeENO CONOCTaBHTb 
C mioqbmMu. Komuaty Upaxiua Kocmopuya OH On03Ha 110 
OyMaraM Ha IIPHKPOBaTHOM CTOJHKe, a Ha TpeTheM BHTKe — 
KOMHaTy Mapuy, Ho yKe 10 CHAAIMev Ha KpoBaTu Mapuu. 


B CTOMOBOMH OH Halles BCe CTONb Ke TPaypHO Bose Kalllyy0 JIusy. 

—TIouemy 6bl maka epycmuan? Ymo-mo cryuusoc? 

— He-em, — mpoTauyya ona. — A He epycmnaa. Mue npocmo 
cKy4HO. Mue ckyuHo, nomomy umo MHe Heeeo dename. 

—A 4mo @bl denaeme? O6bI4HO. 

—A u3yuaio mo, KaK nnaHemMbl CMAHOBAMCA... MAKUMU, KaKue 
OHU ecMb. KaK UCMOPUK, MONDKO O/1A OUEHb, ACMPOHOMUNECKU 
MeONeHHbLX Npoyeccos? OmKyda Beck 3mom necoK?.. Ide ece 
OKeaHbl?.. 

[pully He XBaTWJ0 JLyXy CKa3aTb, UTO eMY JJECATS, a He TATE. 

—... ObllU NU BoobwWe OKeaHbI? Takue Bom Bonpocel. 

—H umo uxmepecuozo Ha smou nnaneme? 

— Huyeeo! B mom-mo u deno, Huxeeo. Ecmb dpyean nianema, 
coecem Kak 3ma, Tamma 3xo 6, omKpbIMaA CaBHbIM-CABHO, 
U3YUeHHAA 8 MenouaxX, MaK BoM OHA BooblUe noUMU BO 
BcemM Makan Me. be3 HAKNOHA OCU, 6€3 BpeMeH 2004, 6e3 
nozodbl, 6e3 Bodbi, Myno O2poMHAaA NycmbIHA. bes AUWepuu, 


Grip didn’t have the heart to tell her to speak like he was ten, not 

five. 

“... have there ever been any oceans? This kind of questions.” 

“And what is special about this planet?” 

‘Nothing! That’s the thing, nothing is. There’s another planet 
just like this one, Gamma Echo 6, one we've discovered long 
ago, studied it down to the tiniest details, and it’s very, very 
similar in almost all the aspects. No axial tilt, no seasons, no 
weather, no water, just a stupid giant desert. No lizards, by 
the way, but it’s also not as old as Epsilon Indi 3, so, maybe we 
should just give it time... That is beyond what I’m supposed to 
study though. So, I already wrote everything I could about this 
planet, and yeah, the amount of times I’ve started a sentence 
with Sust like Gamma Echo 6”...” 

“It’s better when you're in school. You get questions, you need to 
give answers.” 

“Exactly, and after school you need to come up with your own 
questions. And I’ve run out of questions.” 

“Ts there nothing else here? For you to study?” 

“Well, I’m supposed to study the other planets of this system as 
well. But they’re even more boring, and, most crucially, I don’t 
have the equipment for that. I might be the closest astrophysi- 
cist to them, yes, but even the telescope here is a total joke, not 
to mention everything else I would need for that. I did what I 
could, but...” 

“Can you ask for a bigger one?” 

‘T did, but they don’t approve it. I would need a pretty large one, 


Kcmamu, HO OHA U He maka cmapas, KaK Incunon Huou 
3, mak MO, MoxeM, Cali elt BpemaA... IMO, Npaeda, ye 3a 
npedenamu Moeii Komnemexnuyuu. Kopoue, a yore ece, umo 
Moena, Hanucana no ymol NnaHeme, u KoMUYeCMBO pa3, 
KO20a A HaUUHATA Npednoscenue C «KaK U Ha Tama Ix0 6...» 

— Xopowo 6 wxone. Te6e 3a0aiom Bonpoc, mbl omeexaelub. 

— Hmenuo, a nocne wkonbl HyIKHO 3adaeamb ceou eonpocel. H y 
MeHA 30KOHXUUCL BONPOCHL. 

— Moocem ecmb ewe umo-Hubydb? Ymo MoHCHO UZyUUMb? 

—IIpednonaeaemca, umo A ee usyuaro Opyeue NAAHEMbI IMoit 
cucmemol. Ho oHU ele CKYUHel, a, CaMoe 2aBHOe, y MeHA 
Hem nod makoe o6opydoeanua. A, KOHeXHO, Cambili Onuskuil K 
HUM acmpogu3uK, HO Oaxe MenecKon mym — He meneckon, 
a nocmeululwe, NDO OCMAeHOe A U He 3auKar0cb. B obwem, A 
codenana, umo Moena. 

— Moxceme nonpocumb meneckon nobonbue? 

— Mozy, monoxKo oxUu He odobpsiom. JTopozo, da u OHU mode 
3HaIOM, UMO IMO CKyYHbIe NAHeEMbL 

— Tak, @ UMo ébl CONICHdI UZyYamMb? 

—A xe 3Ha10! — TOpbKO BOCKIMKHy1a OHa. — B mom-mo 6ce U 
deno. 

—A monce He 3Hal0, — 4YTb OTCTpaHuica [pull, rOoBOpH OH 
Tellepb MATKO. — Bol 2060punu C0emMy... HAXAIbHUKY? 

— Koneuno eosopuna. 

—... ITpo6oeanu eoobye He omnpaename omuembl? 

—IIpedcmaeb ce6e, cettuac 3mo u ecmb MOA cCmpameeuA, — 
YXMBUIBHYyJ1aCb OHA. 


and they also know the other planets are boring.” 

“So, what are you supposed to study?” 

‘I don’t know!’ she uttered bitterly. “That's the thing.” 

“I don’t know either,” Grip backed off slightly and tried to speak 
softly. “Have you told this to your... boss?” 

“Of course I had.” 

“... Have you tried not sending them reports at all?” 

“Guess what, that’s exactly my strategy right now,” she smirked. 

“Write them a long final report,” Grip suggested. “Put together 
everything you’ve already written.” 

“And top it off with a large red line,” Lisa snorted. “’M DONE 
WITH THIS. TAKE ME HOME.” 

“Yeah, like this.” 

‘Eh, sorry, Grip, I didn’t mean to belittle your idea, it’s actually, 
not a bad idea after all. It’s gonna be real boring though, compil- 
ing it... But it would be harder for them to ‘continue observa- 
tions’ me back if I sent them a... a final report. Thank you, I'll 
definitely consider this. And if you find out something about 
lizard cities, tell me,” she changed the subject abruptly. 

‘Is this... astrophysics?” Grip wondered. 

‘No. I’m just being curious. They gotta live somewhere... Listen, 
if they do send me back at last, what other expert would you 
rather have instead?” 

‘I don’t know,” Grip protested. “I have no idea, really. I’m here 
for only two days.” 

“OK, fair.” 

And she returned to the same pose she was in before. 


—Hanuwume dnunneiti umoeoeviii omuem, — mpewioxun 
I'pum. Cobepume emecme ece mo, umo yoKce omnpaenanu. 

—H 3aeepuume bonbuott Kpacnolt cmpouxoli: — pbipKHyna 
Tinga. — «ff BCE. 3ABEPHTE MEHA JJOMOH.» 

— Ja, epode moeo. 

— Ju, uzeunu, Ipun, A He Xomena NpUKUKAaMs meow Ue}, 
Moxcem OblMb OHA U He nmoxaA Boece. bydem cKyYuHoO 
cobupamb ece éemecme... Ho, c dpyeotl cmopoHbl, um 
nocne makoezo cmaHem maceneti omMaxugambcA CBOUM 
«npodonxatime Haémiodenua». Cnacu6o, 2 nodymaw. H 
9MO, eCNU UMO-HUGYOb HaKoNaelWs Npo AlyepuHble 20poda, 
paccKasu? — BHe3allHO CMeHIa Temy JIv3a. 

—A 93mo pa3ee acmpogiusuKka? 

—Hem. Mue npocmo mo6onvimuo. JTonscHet ce OHU 2de-mo 
xcumb. Crywal, a ecnu OHU BCe-MaKU OMNpABAM MeHA HA3ZAO, 
KaKoeo cneyuanucma mbl Obl XoOMeN BMecmo MeHA? 

— 4 6e3 nonAMUA, NDaBda, — 3alIpoTecToBan Ipun. — A mym 
ece2o 06a OHA. 

— Cnpasednueo. 

Vi ona BepHyylacb B TY Ke NOsy, B KOTOPOH exKasla 0 ITOFO. 


Y ceOa B KOMHaTe [pun MompoboBasl HanMcaTs «|paBHIbHBIit|» 
TlaJIbIjeM Ha TOHKOM Offesle, C HWKHMOM, TaK, Kak 9TO eval 
HBIOT, pacceKasd MecOK XBOCTOM. Ojjes/10 ObII0 TWIOXHM 3aMeHH- 
TeleM tecka. MakHyTb eMy XBOCT BO 4TO-HHOyqb? Hayauth 
IMMcaTb KapaHyawiom? [pouje Oy eT caMOMy BEIYYHTS UX peub— 
Peup! OH Ke 3a0bLT paccKa3aTb Mpa Kocmosuyy, To HBT 
HX NOHMMaetT! 


Back in his room, Grip attempted to write “[be-proper]” on his 
thin blanket with a finger, trying to hit it the way Newt parted 
sand with his tail. The blanket was no sand, though. Dip his tail 
in something? Give him a pencil? Nah, it’d be easier to learn 
their speech— Speech! He forgot to tell Irakli Kosmovich that 
Newt understood their speech! 


The piece of news didn’t resonate with the old linguist the way 
Grip hoped for. It felt like he was so entrenched in a thought it 
just couldn’t be that way, that he was unnecessarily stubborn 
and asking to re-check just in case. And unreasonably happy 
about “sibilants” being indistinguishable after all, even though, 
like, what a tiny nuance is this? Irakli Kosmovich asked Grip 
once again to not overwhelm Newt with sentences and the like, 
and stick to simple distinct words. Finally, he apologized for not 
gathering the examples yet: “I’ve searched the transcripts, but 
now I'll have to skim through the declassified ones only.” 


Time has almost run out. Grip went to Maria to check on the fish, 
and found it doubly hideous in person. The bottle was rather 
small indeed, the air tab let out a thin stream of bubbles. Thalia 
proudly presented him some flimsy deflector for glow sticks that 
“suys from above” had helped her design. 


The sun was already setting down. They hurried to the dome, got 
out of their suits, rushed through the inner doors, and that was 
when Newt dropped on Thalia’s head from above. 


Grip didn’t see the fall itself, only caught a glimpse of Newt 


CrapbIif JIMHTBACT HOBOCTS BOCIPHHAI BOBCe He TAK, Kak I'puny 
XOTeN0Cb ObI. ByATO OH Gb 3apaHee YORXKTEH, YTO TAK OLITh He 
MOXET, H NOSTOMY YIIPAMHJICA HW NpPOCHI BCe HepellpoBepHTs. A 
BOT Hepa3IHYeHH0 «CHOHMAHTOB», HaoGopoT, pajOBasicad CBepx 
MepbI, XOTA, Ka3a0Cb ObI, KaKat Mewoub. Mpaknuit Kocmopuy 
elle pa3 NOMpocua He rpy3HTb HpwTa HAKAKHMH Ipeyioxe- 
HHAMH, a HavaTb MPOCTO C OTeHBIX COB. A HallocmeOK 
Y3BHHUIICA, YTO elle He COOpai NpUMepE!: 

— Sl MCKall 10 3aNHcaM HeperoBopos, a IPHAeTCA 3aHOBO HCKaTB 

TOJIbKO I10 pacceKpeyeHHOMY. 


BpeMs MOUTH BIMNO. [pun nomen K Mapu mpoBepHTs ploy, 
BKHMBY!0 HelpHATHy!0 ByBOMHe. byTbVIKy OHH H BipaBly 
CileasH BUPHTEIK, OT TabMeTKH B He MOPHUMasIcaA CTpyHKou 
TIY3bIPbKOB KUCMOPOL. TayHA WOXBacTasacb KAKHM-TO XJIMIIKHM 
OTpaKaTeNeM V3 QOH AYIA CBETANMXCH Mamouek («lapHH 
cBepxy NOMOruH!»). Bce, Tellepb YK TOUHO Mopa HATH. 


CeroJHA OHM BBIMUIM M034HO, COuHIe ye cayMiocb. OHH 
NOCHeWHIM K KyMOMY, TOPOMMIHMBO BbUIe3IH 3 KOCTIOMOB, 
IpOuWIM BHYTpeHHHe ABepH, H TYT TaMH Ha rOMOBY cBasIMNICA 
HiT. 


Camo IlajjleHve [pH He 3acTau, TOKO yclel yBHyeTb yoKe 
BHCAIMero y Hee Ha CIIMHE, 3alleNMBIMerocd 3a BOPOTHHK Hb107TA<, 
Tepey| TeM Kak TaslMad MOBepHylacb K HeMY C OTCYTCTBY10- 
IMM, 3a/YMUMBLIM BbIpaKeHHeM JIMIa. COBHO OHH MHCalIv 
KOHTPOJIBHY10, BCTPeTHIMCb B3TIajaMH M OHa CHTHasMa emy 
«oyckaKH!». A Yepes CeKYHAY OHa 3aBH3)Kala H No0dexKasa 


on her back, clinging onto the collar of her suit, before Thalia 
turned to give Grip a thoughtful, detached look. It felt like they 
were writing a test, locked eyes, and she signalled him “give me 
a hint!”. And then, a second later, she screamed and ran away. 


Grip tried to chase them and help, but, with his very first 
movement, realized he’s holding a fish tank. So there was 
nothing else left for him, but to lower it carefully onto the glass 
floor, watching Thalia run away and Newt bounce frantically 
against her back. “Hold on, stand still!” he shouted, surprised 
that his words had an effect. As soon as he freed up his arms, 
he rushed to them, grabbed Newt across the body with both 
hands, quickly detached him and put him on the glass. Newt 
immediately ran to the centre, rejoicing, and Thalia headed to 
the side, where the water tank was. 


Fuming and scolding them both with all the linguistic means at 
his disposal, Grip followed Newt to the centre. 

“(exist] (here-in-?] [we’] | [exist] [sun-in-?] [we’]” 

awaited him. Grip swiftly replied with his hands slightly shaking: 
“(do-hold] (substance’] [sun-of] | [do-go] (do-hold] [here’|” 

As Newt ran away to fetch the glowing star, Grip inscribed a large 
“(do-wait]”, inhaled deeply and walked briskly towards Thalia. 


She sat on the glass with her back against the wall. 

“What's got into you?” he addressed her from the distance. 
“Running, screaming...” 

“... acting like a normal kid—” she raised her head, eyes glinting 
with mischief. 


TIpoub. 


[pum epHyica Obi0 ToMo4b, H OOHapyRKH y ceOA B PyKax 
pl6y. Tak YTO eEMy HHYETFO He OCTABaJIOCb, KPOMe Kak aKKypaTHO 
CTaBHTb ee Ha CTeKIO H CMOTPeTS, Kak TaIMa O@KHT MPO, a 
HBIOT CyOPOxKHO OomTaeTca H ObeTCA eH O CHHHY. 

— fla crow TH! — 3aKpuuan Ip u TyT Ke yAHBHIICA, YTO 3TH 

CHOBa BOSbIMeNIM 3dexT. 

OcBoOo0qMB pYyKH, OH TofsOexKan K OCTaHOBMBIMeHca Tannn, 
oOxBaTHiI Hp1Ta Nonepek O6eHMU PyKaMH, OTIeMHM HU OBICTPO 
NOCTaBH Ha cTeKO. HbIOT, IHKyA, yYOwxKal Ha cepeqHHy; a 
TasiMa noma BOOK, K CTeHe, K Oaky C BORON. 


Kocteps 060nx ce6e oj] HOC BCeMH JOCTYNHEIMH coBaMH, I'pu 
Tomes Ha cepequuy. Tam HpIoT yoxe Hallucall: 
— |cylljecTBoBaTS) [cloffa-B-J1H? | (MBI’] 

| [cyltjecTBOBaTB] |COHI{e-B-11H?] [MBI’} 
[pull He 3Hall, KaK eF0 OTPyraTb, NOITOMY PasMalMHCTO Tociat 
cylerKa poate pyKon: 
— |fepxx-u] [MaTepuam’] [comHu-a] | [H7-n] [ep>x-H] [cro7{a’} 
HpwT yOexal 3a 3Be3q0uKOH, [pum mepepet jyX, KpymHo 
Hallvcal «DKI-H)» H ObICTPbIM MaroM HalpaBwica K TanHy, 
CHAM eH Y CTeHEI Ha cTeKIIe. 


—A TBI 4eF0 BEITBOpAelIb? beraeliib, Opellih, — CIIPOCHII OH ee 
Ha Noyxope. 

TaslHa MOfHA1a TOMOBY, O30pHO ONecHyNa Tla3aMu. 

—Vi306paxKal0 HOpMayIbHOrO pebeHKa, — He cpa3y OTBeTHIIa 
ona. 


“Brilliant, why are you all so brilliant?” he blurted out. 
“—just like you asked me to?” she shifted responsibility. 
“OK, we’re coming back to make amends then, so, sit here.” 


Newt waited for him, a star— ... It was no Newt! Grip blinked 
in disbelief, but no, he watched him up close for two evenings 
straight, and this, this was a different lizard. Yes, a small one, 
even smaller than Newt. A different one. 

“lyou] | [be-new-?]’ Grip wrote, realizing mid-phrase that it could 
be interpreted in at least three distinct ways. 

‘(IJ [be-new] | [you] [be-new]” 

“(go] [here’} (be-first] | [go] [here’] [be-second)” Grip insisted. 
“(aforementioned] [can] | [go’] [here’]” 

“What?” 

Newt just watched him calmly over a star in his mouth. 

“youl [be-first] [go] [ours’] | [you] [be-second-?] [go] [ours’|” 
“(true-not]” 

“(you] [be-different-?|” 

“{I] [be-one] | [I] [be-different-not] 

“Do you shed skin or what?” Grip asked aloud. 

Newt stared at him the way he always stared at any source of 
human sounds. 

“(you] [be-different-not-?] [inside-in| 

you] (be-different-?] [outside-in|” 

“(true]” 


Grip thought for long enough for Newt to gain initiative: 
exist-not] [here-in] | [be-second’] [yous-of)” he stated. 


— Ja 4TO & BbI BCe TakHe 3aMeYaTeyIbHBle? — BBIPBAaJIOCh y 
Tpuma. 

— TbI CaM CKa3aJI, — lepesIOKHMa OTBETCTBEHHOCTS TasHa. 

— Hy u cugu Torga. Cetyac MHpHTECsA pyle. 


HBIOT 2Kal CO 3Be3/{04KOH— ... ITO Obi He Huo! [pun xmonat 
Tla3aMH HM paccMaTpyBall ero. Kak ObI MaJIO OH He CMBICIIMI 
B AlljepHax, Buepa H Wo3aByepa OH XOpoOMlo ero paccmoTpel 
BOMM3H, a 3TO ObUIa Apyrad saMepuija. Toke MasleHbkas, 
K@KeTCA, UTO elle MOMeHBIMe, HO Apyras. 

— [Tu] | [HoBbI-mu?] — Hanucan I'pum, ye Mocpeyu mpa3bi 
NOHHMas, YTO BONPOC BEIXOJMT KaK MHHHMYM TpeXCMBIC- 
JI@HHEIM. 

— [a] [HoBBIH] | [THI] [HOBBIH] 

— [HgTy] [cio7a’] (mepBatti] | [HATH] ([ctoza’] (BTopoH] — Hactan- 
Ball I'pHi. 

— |BbIIMeynomaHyToe] [Mou] | [HATH’} [clo7a’) 

—Yero? 

HET HEBOSMYTHMO CMOTPpell Ha HETO, JlepKa 3Be3104Ky B 3yOax. 
— [Tb] [MepBpiii] [aru] [Hamm’) | [THI] [BrOpod-mu?) [MATH] 
Halllv’| 

— [HCTHHHO-He| 

— [THI] | [pasHBIi-11?| 

— [a] [B ofHOrO] | {a} [pasHErii-He] 

— IIkypky TEI To 1H c6pocu? — crpocun Bcryx pum. 

HET CMOTpel Ha Hero TaK, KaK MW BCeryla CMOTPel Ha 3BYK 
yemlOBeveCKOH peau. 


“(aforementioned| 

“(I] [be-danger-?] 

Grip erupted: 

“(exist] {up-in] [you’] [you] [go] [down’] 

| aforementioned] |be-proper-not] [aforementioned] [be-danger)...” 

he wrote in long columns all the way up to Newt. 

“(aforementioned] |be-proper] | [aforementioned] [be-danger-not]” 

Newt objected without waiting for him to finish. 

danger|” Grip wrote as one large sign, caught his breath and 

continued: 

you] [go] [down’] [exist] (down-in] [you’] 

you] [can-not] (go’] [can] [exist-not’] [you’]” 

“{I] [be-new] [be-strong] | [I] [can] [go’]” Newt objected. 

“(exist] {up-in] [you’] [you] [go] [down’] [we-in] [be-danger]” 

Grip wrote in one ridiculously long column, erasing the previous 

writing with the other hand. Newt stared at him, as he nailed it 

with a second column: 

“(exist] [up-in] [you’] [you] [go] {down’] {we-in-not] {be-danger-er]” 
and, to illustrate the risks better, knocked his knuckles against 

the glass. Now that argument punctured Newt’s defensive 
arrogance alright, he even dropped the star and ran around a 

little to internalize the blow, as if it actually was the first time he 

considered the consequences of missing his victim. 

“Twas told you’re sentient. Think,” Grip gloated. 

“(true]’ Newt admitted once he finished running. 

“(you] [go] [down’] [we-in] | [you] [go] [down’] [we-in-not]” Grip 
cemented his victory of common sense over recklessness. “[you] 


think] [you’] [be-danger]” 
exist-not] [danger’|” 


“ 


“ 


TI] [pa3HbIM-He-1H?] [BHYTPb-B] 
TI] [pasHBIH-1H?] [HapyKy-B] 
HCTHHHO| 


[pum CMIIKOM ONTO [yMall, H MAMIMaTHBy MepexBaTu HbIOT. 
CYM€CTBOBATE-He] |c10/fa-B} | [BTOpoH’] [Bal] — OTKOHCTaTH- 
poBall OH. 

BBIMMeYNOMAHYTOE] [YMarb] [TH’] |OMacHEIH] 

a] [omacHbIi-71H?| | [cyjecTBOBaTb-He] |OMacHOCcT’] 

T'pHIl CHOBHO B30pBalIca: 

CYIJ€CTBOBATS] [BBepx-B] (THI’] [THI] [HATH] [BHH3’| 

| [BBIMeyMOMAHYyTOe] [IpaBHMbHbIi-He| [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOE| 


OlacHBbIii]... — MHCcasl OH JJIMHHbIMM CTONONaMU YO CaMoro 
Hpi0Ta. 
— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOE] [paBHIbHBIH] 
| [BBIMeyMOMAHYyTOe] [OMacHbIH-He] — cmopHm Hbwr, He 
HOKUaAch KOHIa pass. 


onacHocTb] — pa3MallIMcTo HaMcan pun, Mepeyoxnyi u 
TpOMODKHI: 

TBI] [HTH] [BHU3’] [cyIecTBOBaTS] [BHH3-B] |THT’} 

| [TBI] [Moub-He] [HTH’] [MouB] [CyIecTBOBaTb-He’] [THI] 

a [HOBBIM] [CHIBHBIM] | [x1] [Mou] [“ATH’] — clopun HEwr. 


CYIeCTBOBaTb] [BBepX-B] [THI’] [THI] [HTH] [BHH3’] [MBI-B] 
olacHBIi] — Bbifal Tpun MHHUMH cronbel, crupaa 
Hallepey Apyrou pyKou. 

HBNOT CMOTpel, KfasI KOH MBICIIM: 

CyMeCTBOBaTS] [BBepX-B] [THI’] [THI] [HTH] [BHH3’] [MBI-B-He] 


| (know-not]”. 
“(true]’ Newt waved his tail hesitantly, then continued: 
“(down-in] [yours-of] [be-danger-er] 
|[(down-in] [ours-of] (be-danger-er-not]” 
“That's better. We can work with that. Now let's go make peace 
with Thalia. |do-go]” 
“(do-go] | [do-hold]” 


“It’s your turn now!...” Grip began addressing her on approach. 
Tell this kamikaze to refrain from suicide, against us or against 
glass.” 

“Remember how I’ve considered bringing—” 

“Yeah.” 

“—I take it back. No way. Cage or it ain’t happening.” 

“Yeah. Indeed...” 

Grip put Newt down onto the sand nearby. 

“(you] [be-danger}” Thalia crawled and wrote towards him. 

“(I] | (be-danger-not]” 

“(do-go-not] [down’] (I-in]” 

“(I] [go-not] [down’] [yours-of]” 

“(be-proper|’ she pretended to accept his non-apology, 

and stood up to walk to the centre. Newt followed her on foot, 

Grip took it as an opportunity to pick up the long-forgotten fish. 


The fish just sort of floated in place, barely moving its fins, and 
still fascinated Newt to no end. 

“(aforementioned] (can] [go] {up-in] 

|{I] [can-?] [hold’] [aforementioned’)’ he asked after a long while. 


[omacH-ee}] — fodun [pun Bropo cTon6en u, Ana Gomee 
HarATHOH JeMOHCTpaljHH PHCKOB, WOCTyYal KOCTAMKAaMH 
110 CTeKIY. 

Bot TyT-To HpwTa HaKOHell IPOHAI0, OH aK 3a6erall. 

—Tax-To. Hajfo Ke coo6paxkaTb XOTb YYTb-4YTB... pa3 ThI y Hac 
pa3yMHBIH, — TopKecTBoBall ‘pun. 

— |MCTHHHO] — npu3sHam He00T, Korya Haberasics. 

— [Tat] [4TH] [BHH3’) [MBI-B] | [THI] [HATH] [BHH3’| [MBI-B-He] — 

3akpenu pun noGeny pasyMa Haji OespaccyCTBOM, — [THI] 


| [3HaTb-He] 

—[HCTHHHO] — HeOXOTHO MaxHyJI XBocTOM Hb10T, TMoMe/IHII 
ele, — [BHH3-B] [BalIM-x] [onacH-ee] | [BHH3-B] [HalIH-x] 
ollacH-ee-He] 


— Hy! Tak-To nyume. Jlapaii, Ham MMpUTECA Haj. [HI-H] 
— (My-u] | [epxK-1] 


—Tsoa ouepenp!.. — Hayan [pum elje u3qamexa. — CKwKu 
3TOMY KaMHKaj[3e, YTOOKI OH OoMbIe Tak He yOuBarca. Hu 
06 Hac, Hu 00 Ton. 

— Ciymai, 1OMHMIIB, 1 Wpeyyiarara WpHHecrH— 

— Ara. 

— Bepy cBov coga o6parTuo. Hu B Koem cyyuae. JIM60 B KleTKe, 
mH60 HKaK. 

— Ja yx. Bouctuny... 

T'putl mocraBua HbioTa Ha WecoK Helosamexy. ToT, Kak Bceryla, 

KpyTHI OallKOH OT TOBOpsAMero K TOBopsAMeMy, Kak GyTO OBI 

YTO-TO NOHHMAII. 

— (TbI] [olacHbIi|] — Moyno3ia 4 HaltMcaya Tans. 


“I don’t get it, does he want to take it from us or just touch it?” 
Thalia wondered. 

Grip dismissed her question as a rhetorical one: Newt could 

neither be trusted with a fish, nor touch it. 

“(you] [can-not] [hold’} | [exist] [juice’] [sky-of]” 

“(can-not-?] [exist’] [inside-in] [I’|” 

“(can-notl [exist’] [inside-in] [you’] 

can-not] [exist’] [outside-in| [aforementioned’|” 

“{I] [want] (hold’] [aforementioned’|” 

you] [can-not] [hold’] aforementioned’ | 

you] [can] [see’] {aforementioned’)” 

“(] | (understand]” 

Once the initial fascination wore off, Newt became more and 
more active. He prodded the tank walls with his face, dug below 
it, put his front legs on top of the wall to get a better view and 
then swiftly climbed onto the top. The fish shied away from him, 

which only made him more agitated. 


That gave Grip an idea. 

“(do-go] | [I’]’ he wrote and put his hand between the signs. 

As Newt climbed the hand, Grip slowly turned it over. Newt fell 
off onto the sand and stared at the hand, befuddled. 

“(exist] {down’] {up-in] | [you] [can] [go’]” Grip wrote. 

“(living place] [be-?#3?] | [you] [be-?#3?-not]” 

Grip jotted down the sign. 

“(do-explain| [be-?#3?]” 

“(can| (go’] [?#3?’] | [(can-not] [go’} [you’]” 

“Smooth, I presume,” Thalia concluded. 


a] | [OMacHBIH-He] 

WI-H-He] [BHH3’ [4-B] 

a] [HXTH-He] [BHH3’| [BalIM-x| 

I1paBHbHbIM] — KaK-TO PabIIMBO MpOCTHMa OHa eTo Teper 
TeM, KaK BCTATb H MOUTH B WeHTp. 

Tloxa HioT Foronas ee, pHi BOCIOMb3OBaIICA HepepbIBOM H 

3a0pal MOsaObITY10 pbIGy. 


=| 
=| 
=| 
=| 


Pri6a HMYeFO He Jenasla, NpPOCTO cilerKa WeBewa WaBHH- 
KaMH, OCTaBascb Ha MecTe, HO HpvTa BCe paBHo BleYaTIHIIA JO 
TIyOMHEI ero ALepHHOH AYU. 
— |BbIIMeyMOMAHYTOE] [MOB] [HTH] [BBEPX-B] 

| [a] [Moub-1H?] (epoKaTb’] (BbIMeyNOMAHYTOe’] — cIpocHy OH, 

HaKOHel. 

— §[ He TNOHANa, EMY TOKO NOTPOraTh WIM OH 3abpaTb XOueT? 
[pull npomycTHu BOIpoc MHMO ylleH: Kak He KpyTH, pblOy ITOMY 
OanGecy 7aBaTb ObLIO HeyIb3A. 
— [TbI] [Moub-He] [JepKaTE’] | [CyIecTBOBAaTS] [coK’} [He6-a] 
— [MOUb-He-JIH?] [cyecTBOBaTE’] [BHYTPb-B] [11] 
— [MO4UBb-He] (cyljecTBOBaTB’ [BHYTPb-B] [THI’] 
| [Moub-He] [cylecTBOBaTD | [HapyKy-B] [BEIMeyMOMAHYTOE |} 
— [a] [xoTeTs] [epxKaTe’] [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOEe’ | 
— |ThI] [MOUb-He] [ZepKaTp | [BEIIMeyMOMAHYTOE | 
| [TBI] [MOuB] [BHeTE’] [BLIMeyIOMAHYTOe’| 
— [a] | [ToHMMaTS] 
Tlo Mepe BBIBeTPHBaHHA BOCTOpra, HbIOT CTaHOBHJICA BCe 
Gomee H OOsIee AKTHBHBIM. OH NOTEIKAJICA B CTEHKH aKBapHyMa 
MOPAOUKOH, MOAKoMasica Of, Hero, MOZHWICA NepeyHHMH 


jalikaMH M0 CTeHKe, a NOTOM JOBKO BCKapaOKayicd HaBepXx. 
Pri6a WbITaach JepKaTECA OT Hero MOfambme, yTO Hpwra 
TONbKO elle GOMbINe passa OpHBasio. 


[pula 9TH yipaykKHeHHA C AKBaPHYMOM HaBellH Ha MBICIIB. 

— |HJI-] | [a’] — HammMcaz oH, 4 NOOKM PyKy MEK 3HakaMu. 
Koryja HbioT 3aye3 Ha afoub, [pHi MeJIeHHO MepeBepHyli ee. 
HBIOT CBaJIMJICA Ha MeCOK H HeNOHMMalolle CMOTpell Ha pyKy. 
—|cylecTBoBaTs] [BHH3’] [BBepx-B] | [TBI] [MOub] [HATH] — 
Halvcan [pu. 

— pxusume] [?No3?-brii] | [Tbr] [?No3?-bIH-He] 

pull MepepHcoBall 3HaKk. 

— [00BaCH-aii] [?No3?-bri] 

— [moup] [”aTH’] [?No3?’] | [Moub-He] [4aTH’] [TET] 

— fla «rlay{kui», cKopee Bcero, — NocTaHoBusa Tau. 


[pHi MOJOKHI Ha WecOK CBOIO OYTELIKY C BOAO H MOMOKAI 
Taslel cBepxy. Korgja HpioT 3ame3 Ha Hee, pum cra ee IWlaBHO 
TOBOpayHBaTh. SMepHya AepKaach, WaKe ec OYTBUIKY 
NOJHATS H WepeBepHyTb COBCeM. 

— |Matepuam] | [?No3?-br4-1m?] — yrouHun I'pun. 

— [HCTHHHO] 


— [a] (MTH-1M?] | bkwrume-B] [comHy-a] — cnpocum Hs10T. 

[pum o6Ben «KHHUIe-B] [COMHI-a}». 

— [kumMIe-B] [cH-a] [BallH-x] — yTouHum HpI0T. 

— byyem?... — 3amouruan ‘pun, He yBepeHHbIi, IIpOCIyIMMBaIoT 
JIM UX. 

—B kjleTKe, eCTeCTBeEHHO, — HalOMHWIa Talua c HOTKOH 


Grip toppled his water bottle and pointed onto it. When Newt 
climbed it, Grip started turning the bottle around. Newt held to 
it even if lifted and turned upside down. 

substance] | [be-?#3?-?]” Grip clarified. 

“(true]” 


“(I] [go-?] | [living place-in] [sun-of]’ Newt asked. 

Grip circled the “(living place-in [sun-of]’. 

‘living place-in| [sleep-of] [yours-of|” Newt clarified. 

“Should we?...” Grip trailed off, unsure whether they were 
listened to. 

“Caged up, of course,” Thalia reminded with a dash of eerie 
vengeance in her voice. “Not a finger sticking out.” 

Grip nodded in solidarity. Newt’s stunt was all the convincing he 

needed. That was generous of him to pull it off in advance. 

“Just looking, no interaction, no escapades, there and back, 
nothing more,” Thalia continued. And if that’s not what he 
hopes for, too bad.” 

“Sounds boring. He'll probably want more than just looking,” 
Grip stated dryly. 

“Not my problem. Now make it crystal clear, I know you can.” 


“you] [want-?] [see’] [animal’] [ours-of] (be-different-not] [you’]” 
“(true]’ Newt was tip-toeing, ready to run in circles again. 
“(you] [want] {go] [ours’} 

| [we] [think] [you’] [be-danger|” 

Newt didn’t even argue. 


KYTKOBATOM MCTHTeNIBHOCTH B rouloce, — Tak, 4TOO H NayiBya 
He BLICYHYTB. 

Tpit cormacHo 3aKvBall. HbIOT, KOHeYHO, KaccHO MpHyAyMas 

CO CBOeH BEIXOAKOH. OYeHb BEMKOAYIIHO OBUIO C eFO CTOPOHEI 

BEIKHHYTb 3TO 3apaHee, a He Ha KopaOse. 

—TIIycTb IpocTo NOCMOTpHT, HHKaKOrO B3aHMOselCTBHA, 
HUKaKHX BbIXOOK, IPHHeCIH, YHECIH H BCe, — IposowKaa 
Tamua. — V eciv 9TO He TO, Ha 4TO OH PacCUHTEIBaeT, TO TEM 
xy Ke [JIA HeTO. 

—CxydHo. HapepHaka 0H 3aX04eT He TOJIBKO NOCMOTpeTb, — 
cyxo 3amMeTHII I'pum. 

—He mos mpo6mema. OObaAcHH eMy Tellepb JOCTYNHO, KaK THI 
yMeellb. 


— |ThI] [xoTeTb-1H?] [BUeTb’] DKUBOTHOE’] [HallIH-x] [pasHBbIH-He] 
TET’) 

—|HMcTHHHO| — HbwT «MpHIAcbIBal», TOTOBbIM MyCTHTECA 
HaBoOpayHBatTb KpyTH. 

—|(TbI] [XoTeTS] (HTH) [Han 

MBI] [TyMaTB] [TEI’] [OMacHBIH] 

HBIOT Jake He CHOpHI. 

— |cymectTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] [comHIe’] [cyljecTBOBaTb) |BHH3-B] 
COuHIC’| 

MBI] [HTH] [JepoKaTb] [KABOTHOE’] [pasHBIi-He] [THT] 

HBIOT He yyepKalICa Hi Cena KPyYKOK UpeKye, YM NOXBaIHTE: 
— [TbI] | [1paBHIBHBIH] 

— [TbI] [IpaBHbHBIH] [cylfecTBOBaTS] [ciopfa-B] [KUBOTHOE’] | THI] 
WITH] |HaliMH’| 


“(exist] {up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

| [we] [go] [hold] animal’) {be-different-not] [you’]’ 

Newt gave in and ran a lap before replying: 

“(you] [be-proper]’ 

“(you] [be-proper] [exist] [here-in] [animal’} [you] [go] [ours’|” 
Newt went for a second lap, but Grip continued: 

“(you] [be-proper-not] [you] [go-not} [ours’] [animal] [go] [ours’]” 
“Crystal clear indeed,” Thalia commented approvingly. 


“(I] | [be-proper]’ Newt either promised or just reminded. 
“(you] [be-danger] [you] [go] [yours’] 
|[you] [be-danger-not] [you] [go] {ours’]’ Grip continued. 


“(I] [be-proper] 
| [I] [be-danger-not]” Newt replied. 
“(we] [want] [you] [go] [you] [go] 
| [we] [want-not] [you] {go-not] [you] [go-not]” 
Thalia entered the conversation. 
Grip extended his hand to add the missing antestrokes, but 
changed his mind midway and erased four duplicate signs from 
the ends of her columns instead. 
“(I] | (understand]” Newt assured them. 
“Happy?” Grip asked Thalia. 
“As good as it gets...” she replied reluctantly. “I like what he says, 
but I’ve... developed trust issues.” 


Grip hesitated as well, scrambling for words. 

“(we [go] [hold] | [animal’] [inside] [object-of]” 

“(true]” 

“How do you...” Grip frowned, then followed Newt’s gaze to the 


HBIOT yilleI Ha BTOpOH KpyT, HO [pun ellje He 3aKOHYHT: 
[IpaBHIbHbIH-He] [THI] [MyTH-He] [HalH’] [KHBOTHOE] 
WITH] |HaliM’| 
— octynHo, — noxBasruaa ero Tass. 
[IpaBHAbHbI] — To 1M WooGellan, TO WH HalloMHUT 
HbwT. 
— [TbI| [oMacHBIH] [TI] [ATH] (BaM’| 
| (TBI) [OMacHEIH-He] (TEI) [HTH] [HanH’) 
— [a] [paBHIbHEIit] 
| 
| 


| (OacHbIi-He] — orBeTum Hb10T. 

MBI] [XOTeTS] (TbI) [MATH] [THI] [HATH] 

MBI] [XOTeTb-He] [TbI| [H{TH-He] [THI] [4ATH-He] — BCTYIHJIa B 
pasrozop Tama. 

[pum mpoTanyn ObuI0 pyky, 4TOObI AONMCaTh NponyeH- 

HBI€ aHTeITPHXH, HO pellH BMeCTO 9TOTO CTepeTb 0 Ba 

HYOMpywMHXcA 3HaKa U3 KaKAOrO cTOMOIA. 

— [a] | [ToHMMaTs] — 3aBepam Hx HeIOT. 

— JosombHa? — cipocun T'pun. 

— HackouIbKoO 3TO BO3MOKHO, — HEOXOTHO OTBETHIIa OHa. — 
Mue HpaBHTCs, YTO OH TOBOPHT, y MeHA MpOCTo... IpoOeMbI 
C MOBepueo. 


[put Mes, Mop6upan cioBa. 

— [Mb] [47TH] [WepxKaTs] | DKABOTHOE’] [BHYTp5] [peyMerT-a| 

— |HCTHHHO] 

—Tlouemy THI... — cxmypwica I'pun, 3aTeM Mpocireqw 3a B3rA- 
70M HpwTa 70 ppi6nl. 

— |cyllecTBoBaTs] [MHorue] [KusHIe-B] [HammH-x] [MpeyMerEr’] 


fish tank. 
[exist] [be-many| 
|[exist] [inside-in 


exist} [object-in 
either agreed or 
exist] [inside-in| 


Tj | [understand 


living place-in] (ours-of] [objects’] [be-complex| 
(object-of] [exist-not] [outside-in] [you’]’ he 


compiled a syntactically questionable explanation. 


[I] | [exist] [living place-in} {object’]’? Newt 
clarified the proper sign usage. 
you’] | [exist] [outside-in] (objects’| [be-complex]” 


Grip didn’t know how to align the columns and gave up. 


» 


CIOKHBIM|] 
| [cyljecTBOBaTb] [BHYTpb-B] [NpeyMet-a] [cyljecTBOBaTb-He| 
Hapyxy-B] [TEI] — HalMcayl OH JJIMHHOe HM CHHTAKCHYeCKH 
COMHHTE/IbHOe OObACHEHHE. 
— [cymecTBoBatTp] [1pey{Mer-8] [9’] | [cyecTBOBaTS] [PKHIMUe-B] 
ipeyjMet’] — TO JIM COrmacHJIca, TO IM YTOUHMI HallMcanne 
HbwT. 
— |cyllecTBoBaTS] [BHYTPE-B] [TEY’} 
| [cyltjecTBoBaTS] [HapyKy-B] [MpeyMeTET’] [cOKHBIH| 


Thalia tapped the “we don’t want, you don’t go” again, Newt 
wagged his tail above the “I understand’. 

“I hope we're clear.” 

“So do I.” 


While Thalia set up her new illumination device, Grip took 
a break to stretch and drink. They then spent the rest of the 
evening teaching Newt English. The word selection turned out 
to be of great importance. It’s all fun and games when the only 
words you know is 

“wait” ((do-wait]) and “go” ([do-go]), but then a “no” (|true-not)), 
puts a spanner in the works. Phrases like “I go” were peanuts 
to him, but an overheard “no you’ almost made his little head 
explode. At least Newt overhearing their casual conversations 
was not something to worry about. 


At some point Newt initiated the elaborate goodbye sequence and 
ran away with the glowing star, requiring nothing this time and 
not teaching them any sounds in return. Grip and Thalia started 


[pul He NpHjyMaul, KaK BEIPOBHATS CTOMOIBEI. 

a] | (WoHMMaTS] 

TasIMa HOCTyYasa 10 «MBI He XOTHM, ThI He Hjjellb». HbIOT B3Max- 
HYJI XBOCTOM Haji «sd TIOHHMal0». 

— Hajletocs, Bce Bce OHM. 

—S Toke Hajlerocb. 


Tloxa TaMa ycTaHaBaMBalla cBOM ocBeTuTenb, [pHi B3aI 
TlepepsIB Ha IOWHTs. OcTaTOK BeYepa OHH MpOcHpeNIH 3a Ipello- 
HaBaHuem Hbwwry aHrIMHcKoro. Oka3asl0cb, YTO OYeHb BaKHO 
ToOOpaTb MpaBuIbHBle COBa. JlerKo H MpOCTO, Kora THI BCeTO- 
TO H 3Haelllb COB, YTO «wait» (WKH / DKI-H)) H «go» («HEH» | 
(HJ-M]), a HOTOM JOOaBuIAeTCA «NO» («HeT», [HCTHHHO-HE)), H BCe, 
H NOWWa WyTanuua. Opaset Bpose «I go» («a wy» / [a] (MATH) 
HBIOTYy aBaNHcb MerKO, a OT CIyYaHHO OpomeHHoro «no you» 
(«HeT, Tb») y HeTO COBCeM 3aKIMHHBaO MOST. IlepexKuBaTS, 4TO 
OH MOJCHyMaeT HX pasroBopEI, ObLIO TOUHO paHo. 


B kaKOH-TO MOMeHT HBT BHesaNHO MHHIMMpOBal PUuTyal 


packing up as well. 


“So?” Grip asked the most important question. 

“I haven’t made up my mind yet. But let’s prepare. Who knows 
what else he pulls off... At least he’s done questioning us on the 
purpose thing.” 

“Good”, Grip admitted uneasily. 


“If we're bringing a lizard here next time,” Grip began voicing his 
concerns carefully, while struggling with his sleeve, “We'll also 
have to think about food and water—” 

“Why, yes, of course, we'll need some.” 

“OK, just something to keep in mind...” Grip didn’t like something 
about this part of the plan, or any other part of the plan, for that 
matter, but he wasn’t able to put it into words in time for them 
to seal the hoods. 


On the way back, Grip couldn’t shake off the feeling that lizards 
are there, to the side of their path, watching them. But the 
upgraded glow stick in Thalia’s hand was more of a hindrance 
than help, the planet suit dampened all the sounds, so maybe it 
was just his imagination. Yesterday he was sure, today — not so 
much. 


Back at the base, Thalia took the fish and Grip went to the 
canteen alone. Today there were just Maria and Stalina — either 
the curiosity waned off, or they came back extremely late today. 


“Hello!” they put down their phones. “What’s new?” 
‘Next time we want a lizard, something similar to him.” 


IpomaHua H yOexKa CO 3Be304KOH, HUKaKUX TpeOoBaHHH He 
BEIIBHTad H A3bIKAM B OTBET He yya. 3acodupamcs H [pun 4 
Tauen. 


—Utak? — 3agjan [pun caMblii BaxKHBIM BOMpOC. 

—fl loka KomeOmt0cb. Ho Jabali roTOBUTbCA. KTO 3HaeT, YTO 
elle OH BEIKHHET... XOTb ObI MPO NOM3y CeTOMHA HHYerO HE 
cipallvBall. 

— Xopomo, — puny 65110 HecnoKOHHO. 


—EcIM MbI IpHHOCHM AllepHiy, — OCTOpoxKHO Hauall OH, 
6opsACb C pyKaBOM, — TO elle HAO UTO-TO IpHyMaTb HacueT 
e7[bl H BOBI— 

—UTo? Ja, KOHe4HO, Hao. 

—Jlaguo. A mpocto moyyat... 

T'puly YTO-TO He HpaBHJIOCb B ITOH YACTH WAH, Ja M He TOJIBKO 

B ITOH, pa3 /K Ha TO NOW, HO OH He 0 KOHLa ChopMyHpoBar 

UTO, a YKe Hajlo ObIIO 3aCTeTHBATBCA. 


Tloka OHM WIM OGpaTHoO, puny Bce Ka3as0Cb, YTO BOKPYT HHX, 
B TEMHOTE, COOKY, XOAT AMepHUbI H CMOTPAT Ha HUX. CBeT OT 
TlaylOUKH B pyKe y Tay He MOMOrall, IyMa OH CKBO3b CKabaHyp 
Tem Govlee He CIMA. A MOKeT H He OLIN AIepHu. BoT Byepa 
TOUHO Oba, a CeTOHA — He TOUHO. 


Ha 6a3e Tama epBbIM fenOM modeKasa K ceGe, NOCTAaBHTb 
pbl6y Ha 3apaHee BbIyeeHHoe MecTo, a ‘pH HallpaBHica B 
CTOMOBY10 O/MH. Ceros{HA TaM ObIIM TONBKO Mapua u CTamHHa 
@yaHTbeBHa — TO JIM MOTOMY UTO HHTepec cla, TO JM WOTOMY 


‘Tve been waiting for that,” Maria replied. 

“Have you?” 

“Yes, I knew you'd ask for it. It was about time. Yeah, so... OK, I 
already know which one to print.” 

“It’s only logical that, out of all our animals, Newt would be most 
interested in those most similar to them,” Stalina reasoned. “But 
ld really love to hear that this would put an end to our station 
gradually turning into a zoo. And someone would have to care 
about that lizard.” 

“T will,” Grip assured her. “And Thalia takes the fish.” 

“OK then,” she relented, “We can have a second animal.” 

“We'll need a large cage,” Grip added. “And a larger aquarium 
for the fish, I guess.” 

“Yeah,” Maria replied, deep in her thoughts. “Something to figure 
out tomorrow.” 

‘Tl help you with the cage,” Thalia appeared out of thin air. “Do 
lizards shed skin?” 

“Yes, sweetie, all the time, just like you,” Maria replied absent- 
mindedly. 

“Me?!” Thalia raised her hands to look at them. “Ew.” 

“Their scales do fall off, yes, profusely, even, but not the way 
you probably had in mind. Don’t expect them gifting you a 
lizard-sized skin cocoons,” Maria awakened from her thoughts. 
“And they’re not lizards. Why are you asking? Did you see Newt 
shedding?” 

‘No, I just... when I saw him today, he looked different from 
yesterday,” Grip replied instead of Thalia. 


UTO OHH C€TOAHA MPHINIM TO37HO. 


— Ipueem! — oTNOKMIM OHU TeNepous!. — Ymo Hoe020? 

— Ha 3aempa xomum awepuuy, Kaky10-HUOyOb NOXOICY10 HA HUX. 

— 4 9moeo oxcudana, — oTBeTHNIa Mapua. 

— Ooxudanu? 

— Ta, uMo 6bl paxo uu no3dHO nonpocume. fa, MaK umMo... A 
yore 3Ha10, KaKy1o newamamb. 

— Hem, Hy 3MO MONLKO NOZUUHO, YMO U3 BCEX HAWUX IKCUBOMHBIX 
Hbewmy bydym uxmepecuee ecex me, YMO NOXOHCU HA He20, 
paccyxgana CramHHa OusaHTbeBHa. — TonbKo A Obuia Ovi 
OUeHd pada, ecru Obl IMO OKAZAIICA NOCNeOHUL 3aKa3 Ha NyMU 
npeepaluenua Haweil cmaxyuu 6 300cad. Komy-mo npudemca 
3abomumbca 06 3moti Alyepuue. 

— 4 6ydy, — 3aBepun ee pun. —A Tanua eosbmem cee poiby. 

— Hy naduo, — cMaATunmacb oHa. — 3agedem emopoe xCugom- 
Hoe. 

— Ham nompe6yemca bonbuaa KnemKa, — fo6aBun T'pun. 1 
pol6Ke Obl akeapuyM nobonbue. 

— Jla, — oTBeTuNa 43 TyOMHBI pasyyMui Mapua. — 3aempa 
4mo-HUOyOb NDUdyMaeM. 

—A nomoey c Knemkoul, — BO3HUKIa M3 HMOTKyAa Tana. — 
Awepuybl cChpacviearom Koxcy? 

— JTa, ConnbUUKO, 6Ce BpeMA, KAK U Mbl, — paccesAHHO OTBETHIIA 
Mapua. 

— 4? — Tajima NogHana HW paccMaTpHBasa CBOH pyKH. — Oy. 

—Y Hux omeanueaiomca YewyiKu, Oa, A Obl Cae CKa3QNA, 
o6unbHo. Ho epad NU Mbl IMO UMeENA B BUdy. He 3dUu, UMO 


“Different in?...” 

“Body.” 

“Huh. He’s still young, isn’t he?.. Yeah. Sorry. No idea.” 

“Today Newt has climbed my suit as well,” Thalia changed the 
topic gleefully. 

“Good, sounds like you’re having fun,” Stalina Filantievna 
dismissed her. “It’s pretty late, fellows, you’d better go. Grip, I’ll 
come to your room in five minutes.” 

“Huh? What for?” he immediately went full-on suspicious. 

“Why, a save point, of course. Time flies, it’s been three days 
already.” 

“A say-what?” he asked, befuddled. 

Stalina Filantievna looked at him expectantly, so he turned to his 

partner for support. Except she gawked at him, as if save points 

were the first topic of “Special agenting 101”. But then again, if 
they were, Grip never got his copy. 


“We'll be scanning you every three days,” Stalina Filantievna 
explained. “So that if something happens to you, we can just 
print you back.” 

“But you can already print us back.” 

“And explain everything anew? We've got a diplomatic mission 
to run here, it’d be bad enough if you forgot three days of it— all 
of it. You’ve got unique, valuable experience now, expertise we 
can’t risk losing.” 

“Why not do it every day then?” 

“Because the paralyser—” Stalina looked at Maria, expecting her 
to continue. 


OHU OCMaBAM Mee HA NAMAMb KOKOH 6 PopmMe Alyepuubl, — 
mpooyauach OT pa3syqyMuH Mapua. — HM da, onu — xe 
aluepuypl. A nowemy Mol Cnpawusaelwd? Ho1om AUHAN? 

— Hem, a npocmo... Koeda ceeodun e2o yeuden, OH BblenAden 
uHaYe, He KAK 6Yepa, — OTBETHI 3a Hee pun. 

— Munaue, 6 cmvicne? 

— Tena, — Maxuyil pyKou I'pum. 

— Xm. OH 9e ewe Monod, He mak nu? H3eunu. be3 nowamus. 

—Ceeodun Hbiom u no Moemy Kocmiomy ja3an, — BOCTOp- 
)KCHHO CMeHHJla Temy TasHs. 

—3dopoeo, KaxKemcA, 6am mam e6eceno, — OTMaXHyyacb 
CramMHa OunaHTbesHa. — Voce no3sdxo, pedam, @bl Obl He 
3adepucusanucs. [pun, 2 3alldy K me6e Yepe3 NAMb MUHYM. 

— Imo ele 3a4eM? — MTHOBeHHO HacTOPOKWICA OH. 

— B cmvicne? Touxa coxpanenua. Tpu OHA yoce NDOULNO, BOM KAK 
epema emum. 

— Kakaa ewe mouxa? — He noHs pun. 

— Coxpanenua. 

CrasmmHa OvaHTbeBHa CMOTpella Ha HeTO BEDKHJalollle, TAK YTO 

OH ToBepHyica K TaMu 3a WO/epKKON. TobKO BOT Hallap- 

Hula TapalljWiacb Ha Helo C TaKHM Y/{MBIeHHeM, CIOBHO po 

TOUKH COXpaHeHHaA ObVIO HalMcaHo elle Ha MepBol cTpaHuue 

yueOHHKa MOMOA0rO pasBeyuKa. A MOKET H OBLIO, 1a TOKO 

T'pully He Ja IpouTaTh HH OfHON. 


— Mbt 6ydem cKaHuposamb me6a pa3 6 mpu OHA, — MOACHMNIA 
CramuHa OyslaHTbeBHa. — Ymo6vl ecnu edpye umo 
CYUUNOC, MOenU MeOA 3AHOBO pacneramame. 


“Your body ain’t gonna thank you for that,” Maria didn’t want to 
go into the details. “Three is already as aggressive as it gets, and 
one really shouldn’t go lower than that.” 


Thalia has left already, but Grip was still processing the new 

information. 

“Should I go to the teleport then?” 

“No, no need to, I can carry you there and back, no problem. Just 
go to your room and prepare for sleep. Once you’re ready, I'll 
inject the paralyser. And then you simply wake up tomorrow 
morning and go on with your day, as if nothing happened. 
Sounds good?” 

“Uh. OK. As you say.” 


Back in his room, Grip put everything in place, checked the 
phone. Somehow he didn’t feel like sleeping any more. Stalina 
Filantievna appeared soon with a syringe in her hand: 

“Ready?” 

Grip shrugged and laid down on the bed. Closed his eyes, then 
immediately decided against it. She lowered down next to him 
and made an injection into his arm. Grip’s body immediately 
ceased to obey him... 


— Ho ébl u mak mosKeme Hac 3aHOBO pacnevamame. 

—H 6 Kypc dena eeodumb moxce 3aH060? Y Hac mym Ounnoma- 
MUNECKAR MUCCUA BOOOUE-MO, eule He XeaMaNO, UMOGbI MoI 
3a6bI1 U3 Hee mpu OHA Hem, ecto. Tbl Menepb — HocuMeNd 
YHUKQNbHOZO, YeHHOZO onvima, IKCnepmusbl, KOMOPyIO HAM 


mepAMb HeMb3A. 
— Touemy mozda xe denamb 3mo Kacdblli OeHb? 
—TIIomomy umo napanusamop— — CtTamuHa riiafeta Ha 


Mapnio, *Kjaula, YTO OHa MpOAODKHT. 

— Teoti opeanu3m me6e 3a makoe cnacu6o He cKascem, — He 
cTayla BaBAaTbCA B NOApooHocTH Mapua. — Tpu — 9mo u 
mak Yale HeKyda, Myuue Obl ele perce. 


Tama pe yuuia, a [pum Bce elle OO, yMbIBa HOBy!0 HH@OpMa- 

THO. 

— Moxcem mue mozda notimu 6 menenopm neub? 

—He, ue nado, A omHecy, mHe Hempydxo. IIpocmo udu @ 
KoMHamy U 2omoéeca KO CHy. Kak 6ydelus 2omoe, A BKOTIO 
me6e napanuzamop, a 3aempa npocHelwecaA U ONAMb 3a 
pabomy, 6ydmo Huxezo u He Obil0. Xopowo? 

— 9-9, NAOHO. Kak cKaceme. 


Y ce6a B KOMHaTe [pun pa30xKHI BCe 10 MecTaM, IpoBeput 
Teme@ou. CHaTb OT TAKHX pa3srOBOPOB MOUeMY-TO PacxOTeIIOCb. 
Sania CrasimHa OwaHTbeBHa CO MMIpPHIeM: 

—Toros? 

[pull ToKa WiewaMey H Mer. 3aKpbUI asa, TYT Ke OTKPLUI HX 
oOpaTHo. CramMHa OvanTbeBHa IpHcena pAOM, CHeMasa yKON 


B pyky. Teo ToTyac Mepectao ero CiymMaTECa... 


(Not) controlled 


.. and, seemingly, for the first time on Epsilon Indi 3, Grip saw 

a dream. Derevyashko, tired and distracted, smiled at Grip 

nervously and said: 

“Good news, Grip Avdotievich! You’re immortal now.” 

His face then flew out of sight in a surreal, nauseating trajectory. 

The muted voice continued: 

“Bad news are, if you’re gonna make dying a weekly habit, all 
you're gonna do in between is reports. Antifreeze, adrenaline, 
windmill.” 

His dream boss had a thick, charmingly ridiculous English accent: 

nobody spoke like this, neither feds nor fists. 

‘Tm not administering a windmill!” a female voice argued. 


Grip lost interest in this ominous lame dream, and the dream has 
obligingly faded away to let him contemplate what a windmill 
was. Then he remembered that video. A pre-historic device, yes 
— an entire house, even, its blades themselves being two-storey 


(He) ynpaBisemMbl 


.. H BlepBble 3a BCe IpeObIBaHHe Ha JNcuIOH MugH 3, 

Tpuny mpvcuuica cou. JlepeBslliko, KaKOH-TO paccedqHHBIH H 

YCTaBLIHH, HepBHO YIBIOHYJICA eMy HW 3aBHII: 

—Xopolai HOBOCTS B ToM, [pul ABNOTBEBHY, YTO THI y Hac 
Tellepb GecCMepTHEIH. 

ETO JMO yleTeO MpO4b 10 AMKOH, HeeCTeCTBEHHOM TpaeKTO- 

pH, a FouOc PlyXo NpOOWKAT: 

—TIIloxad# HOBOCTb B TOM, 4TO eCIM B3/yMaelllb KaKLy10 
Hejeyi0 MOMHpaTb, BeCb OCTaTOK BpeMeHH IpoBesells, 
3allOHAd OTYeTHI. ANMUPpUs, AOPeHANUH, MeNbHUYA. 

BooOpaxkenve HaenHn0 Meda KaKHM-TO OUCH MUJIBIM, JaKe 

OuapoOBaTeNbHO AypalyKHM akeHToOM. Hu deyepasibl, HH KyaKH 

— TaK BOOOIe HHKTO He pasroBapuBall. 

—A He 6ydy admuxucmpupogamb menbHuyy! — BO3pa3vI 
JKEHCKHH TOJOC. 


[pum morepal K 9TOMY KYTKOBaTO-IIyOMy CHY BCAKHI 


tall. There was some monumental elegance to its radical simplic- 
ity: when the wind blows, it spins; when there’s no wind, well, 
not today? 


Uptight and focused, Stalina Filantievna bent over to look him in 
the eye, a syringe ready in her hand. Grip closed his eyes shut 
just in time to stop the nightmare from developing. He wanted 
it to go away, he needed to wake up a little, turn to his side, and 
then he’ll have another dream, a better one. Scared, his heart 
pumping like crazy, he begged his body to raise itself, turn a little 
and roll to the side; yet his real body ignored his pleas, mocking 
him back with dizziness. As if there was— no. 


No. Grip opened his eyes back, his mind going crystal clear all of a 
sudden. Not a trace of Stalina, but she was there, she was real, as 
real as his body, his frantic heartbeat and the hard teleport floor. 
No, said floor was not flowing, he was, this new feeling wasn’t 
grounded in any movement. It felt as if he climbed a windmill 
blade, and a gust of wind set it spinning, but it hasn’t yet moved 
enough to the right to turn him upside down. Or at all. Not yet, 
not ever. The body wanted to fight the spinning as if it was real 
though. He’d fall and tumble, if he wasn’t on the floor already. 


“You're gonna feel better soon,” Derevyashko appeared again. 
“Better at everything but walking, that is.” 


“Walking?” 
Thoughts have always come to Grip’s mind one by one, but now 
a group of five trooped in at once: 


HHTepec, H COH MOCIYIMHO 3aMep, He Melllad eMy cocpefoToO- 
YHTBCA Ha JelCTBATeIbHO HHTepeCHOM: MelIbHHIax. A NOTOM 
OH BCIOMHM TO Buse. JoucTopHyecKoe ycrpolictBo — Jja 
YTO TaM, HeNbIli JOM, TaM OJHU MomacTH c Napy sTaKeH. BByIO 
B paj{MKalbHOM MpocToTe MevIbHMIIbI YTO-TO MOHYMeHTaJIbHO 
aleTaHTHOE: eCTb BeTep — KPyTHTCH; HeT BeTpa — Hy H3BHHUTE, 
He cerogHi... 


Ui TyT, HallpKeHHad H CocpeOTOUeHHas, Haj] HUM CKIOHWIACb 
CrammHa OuaHTbeBHa CO IIMIpHIeM Harorore, H 3arAHya eEMy 
B Ia3. [pHi 3aKMYPHJICA KaK pa3 BOBPeMA, YTOObI OCTAHOBUTb 
KOIMap B 3apoybime. Hayo 4yTb-4yTb MpOCcHyTECA, TOOL 
UYTb-UyTb MONHATSCA, WepeBaHMTbCA Ha OOK M CMOTPeTb TaM 
yxe [pyro cou, nomyame. Cepfije 3aMouOTHNO, Kak GelleHoe. 
[put ynpaliupa cBo opraHu3M: co6epuch, MIpHIo/jHHMMCb 
H yilayM oOpaTHo, a ero HacTosilee Telo OYTO H3{eBaOCb, 
HIHOPHpoBallo efO MOMbOLI, TOMbKO 3aKpyKUMACb ToMOBa. Kak 
OyATO He ObUIO- HeT. 


Her. [pHi OTKpbUI rla3a, COSHAaHHe BAPYT pe3KO IPOACHHIIOCE. 
He O50 HHKaKOH CTaMHBI, HO OHA ObWa, HACTOAMaA, Kak H 
eTO Te10, H OeWeHbIH NYyIbC H KECTKOe HO Telenopta. Her, 3To 
THO HUKy/la He IVIBUIO, OH CaM IJIBUI, B CMBICIe, 3TO OlyIWeHHe 
BooOme He ObLIO NOAKpeleHO HUKAKMM JBWKeHHeM. CIOBHO 
OH 3a0pasicd MeJIBHULe Ha JIOMacTb, a HX BO3bMH, Ja pacKpyTH 
IOPbIBOM BeTpa, TOKO BOT CKOMIbKO efO He YHOCHJIO BIpaBo, 
eO TaK H He YHECAO, H HH TO, YTO He NepeBepHy0 — HHUYTb 
He IOJHAI0. OHaKO 9TO HAKAK He Mellayo Tey GopoTEca C 


“Right, walk, all while I can’t even move.” 

“I'm being dragged to the right. What's there?” 

“That was no dream.” 

“Like a carousel, but it’s only one part of it I get to experience.” 
“What happened?” 

They now cohabited his head, all at once, in a newfound manner 
that didn’t lend itself to thinking about just a single thing at once. 


“You, over there, are you alive?” Derevyashko inquired. 

“Yes,” Grip mouthed, realizing he can move after all. He just 
really, really doesn’t want to. 

“Listen carefully, Grip. Time is precious. You died. Most likely, 
murdered. First thing that springs to mind: who did it?” 

“What?” was the only thing Grip could squeeze out. 

“Tm appointing you to investigate your murder. Who wanted you 
dead?” 

“What for?” Grip latched onto one obviously extremely impor- 
tant thought. “Jf7’m immortal?” 

“Focus. Whom do you suspect?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“OK. Fine. At least we’ve tried,” he disappeared again. “Got a 
place here, where we, could, uh...” 


What felt like half an hour later instead of a couple of minutes, 
Stalina Filantievna carefully lowered Grip onto the canteen’s 
couch and retreated. Dmytro Ivanovich sat on the floor and 
leaned on the couch. 


BpalljeHHeM. OH yilaiI ObI M YKATHJICA, HO OH We JleyKal. 


—Cxopo cTaHeT jlerue, — ONATh NosBysica JlepeBaliKo. — 
IIpuMepHo BCE, 3a BLIYeTOM XOJHTE. 


«XOJMTB?» BclO 1KH3Hb MBICIM NPHXOFMIM B TooBy [puny To 
OJMHOUKE, a TYT 3aBaJIMJIMCh BIIATeEPOM BecesoH rypboon: 

— XOJHTB, afa, la 4 aoKe JBHHYTECA He MOTY. 

— Meus TalMT BIIpaBo, a 4TO Tam? 

— 3TO ObUI He COH. 

— Kak Kapycelib, HO 4 B CO3HAHHH TOJIBKO B OOM MECTe. 

— ro curyunyocs? 

Tellepb OHH COKUTEIBCTBOBAMM B TO TOOBe HOBBIM, 3aMBICIIO- 
BaTBIM 00pa30M, He OYEHb NOAXOAAMHM IA pasMbIMIeHH 0 
YeM-TO OJJHOM 3a pa3. 


— )Kupol Tam? — Tpe6oBaTenbHo cipocun JlepeBAllKo. 

—Ja, — mposenetan [pHi HM MOHAN, YTO BCe-TaKH MOKET 
MeBenHTCA. IIpocTo O4eHb, OYeHD He XOUET. 

— CryMaii MeHa BHUMaTeNbHO, I'putl. Bpema yxogut. Thi yMep, 
ckKopee Bcero yOuT. OTBeYal MepBoe, YTO IPHXOJMT B TOJIOBY. 
KTo 9TO cyenas? 

— Yero? — TOMBbKO H CMOF BIPaBUTS U3 ceOa pun. 

—  Ha3Hayalo Teba cileqOBaTeseM M0 Jey 0 TROeEM YOHHCTBe. 
Kro 37fecb XoTen TeOa YOUTH? 

—S3auyem? — pHi yxBaTHWJICHd 3a OJHY OYeBHHO BayKHYI0 
MBICIIb. — Ecatu 4 OeCCMepTHBIH? 

— Co6epnce. Thi Koro-HHOyAb Nofo3speBaellb? 

— He 3na. 


“Don’t dismiss killing immortals as pointless,” he mentored. 
“Could be done just to stop them from doing something... or 
sharing something.” 

“And what was I doing?” 

“You? Sleeping, actually.” 

Grip covered his face with his hands to suppress nervous laugh- 

ter. 

“Enough. Please. Just tell me properly. When did I die. How did I 
die.” 

“Preliminary conclusion: you have been poisoned. One day 
after the save point, the next night, you got sick. You woke 
up, wandered down the hallway, delirious. Then you got even 
worse, Maria tried to save you and failed, so we printed you 
anew.” 

“What did I do the day before?” 


After shifting around, Derevyashko started reading: 

“This time we brought Newt a fish. A special kind that lives in 
warm streams—” 

“Wait, no,” Grip objected, moving slightly. “J do remember that-” 

“Writing that?” 

“Wait, no... Doing that.” 

“So, you are writing them the next day,” Derevyashko didn’t mask 
his slight disappointment. 

“It’s late. When we come back,” Grip answered in short bursts, 
deep in his thoughts. “We set out at dawn. And then it’s late 
night.” 

“And now you'll have to deal with the consequences,” Derevyashko 


— Tak, JlaJJHO, MBI IIbITaIHCb, — OH OATS Mponan. — Kyza y Bac 
TYT MOXHO, 9... 


He moyuaca, Kak Ka3al0Cb TOIfa, a BCerO JIMIMb apy MHHYT 

cnycTa CramMHa OvaHTbeBHa YIOKWIa efO Ha JMBaH B CTOJO- 

BOH HM peTHpoBasiacs. JImMuTpo WBaHoByy cell payjoM Ha Ton 4 

OOMOKOTMJICH Ha JMBaH. 

—TbI He CMOTDH, 4TO THI OeccMepTHBI, — IpocBelljall OH. — 
BeccMepTuHelx Toe BIOMHe ceOe YOHBAIOT: YTOOI He cenanH 
yero He HajO, HallpHMep He paccKa3aJiM, Yero He Ha/fo... 

—VW vero # Takoro Jenlai? 

—ThI? THI, Bpoyle, Mpocto cia. 

[pull 3aKpbI IMO pyKaMu, YTOOBI CilepKaTb HcTepHuecKHit 

CMeLIOK. 

— XpaTut. [oxkamyicta. PacckaKuTe HOpMasbHO. Korpa 4 yMep. 
Kak 4 yMep. 

—IIpeaBaputembuo: Teba oTpaBHM. Yepe3 eH Nocwe TOUKU 
COxXpaHeHHA, Ha Cyleyyiouyyi0 HOU, Tebe cmoxeno. TH 
IIpOCHYJICA, MOMWel Kyfa-TO 10 Kopugopy, Opegzun. Morom 
TeOe CTaz0 elle xyKe, Mapua bITamacb TeOa clacTH, HO He 
CMOTNIa, H MbI HalleyaTaJiM TeOs 3aHOBO. 

—UTOo 4 Jlenasl ITOT J[eHb? 

TlepeBalliko 3aep3all, MOTOM Havas YHTAT: 

— Ha 3Tor pa3 MBI npHHecru Hpwry pri6y. OcobenHy1, oOuTa- 
IOMY10 B TOPAYHX PyYbAx— 

— Her, morogute, — 3aBopoualica Mu 3aBo3paKal pun. — ITO 


stated matter-of-factly. 

“And how am I supposed to?... Deal?...” 

“Summon every suspect one by one and question them. Look out 
for inconsis—” 

“No...” Grip interrupted him and lapsed into deep thinking. 

“No?” Derevyashko raised an eyebrow. 

“That won't do...” Grip put it into words carefully. “I’ve got to 
work with them afterwards... Can we summon everyone at 
once?” 

“Sure, you're the one in— No,” Derevyashko remembered 
something mid-sentence. “Thalia is out.” 

“What do you mean, ‘out’?” 

“Out there in that... meeting place of yours.” 

“For how long? What's the time, by the way?” 

“Almost an hour ago,” Derevyashko consulted his shiny watch. 
“Told me that death is death, but she’s got a diplomatic mission 
to run at dawn. Should we bring her back?” 

Grip shook his head, a move he didn’t think through in advance. 


“... No, no. Let her work.” 

“Do you suspect her?” 

“Thalia? No. Nonsense. Why would she kill me? And poison. An 
agent like her, you wouldn’t even find me.” 

“That may be so,” Dmytro Ivanovich smiled. “But it applies the 
same for everyone.” 

“Everyone here can just stop me with force alone,” Grip muttered. 
“As long as they wanted to. Maria then? If it was poison.” 

“Maria could do a much better job poisoning you. Got any ideas 


1 TIOMHNO. 

— Kak IIMcall 3T0? 

—CTON, HeT... Kak Jenlai. 

—To eCTb THI MMMellb HX Ha Chez JeHb, — J[MuTpO 
VBaHoByy He CKpbIBall JerKOro pasovapoBaHHs. 

—Tak T03qHO yKe, — oTBevan [pun v3 ryOMHEI pa3y{yMuit 
OOPBIBOUHEIMH @pasamu. — Kora mpHxoyMM. CoBcem yKe 
HOU... 

—Hy Bort Tellepb M pacxmeObiBali, — 6e33N00HO OTBeTUI 
HepeBaliko. 

— Vi Kak nlomoxeno... pacxmeObiBaTb? 

—BpisblBat BCeX 0 OfHOMy H pacciipaliMpal, mun 
HeCTbIKOBKH— 

— Her... — ocTaHosu ero [pum ¥ 3ayyMalics. 

— Her? — nojuan 6posu JlepesamKo. 

— Tak He noviget, — dopmymupoBan pun.— Mue c HuMH elle 
asibule pabotaTs. Moxuo Bcex cpa3y N03BaTb H HOPMasIbHO 
IOrOBOpHTb? 

— MOxHO, eCIlM HYKHO, TbI y Hac Cile— HeT, Hemb34, — lepepy- 
Mall JjepeBalltKko. — TasIMH HeT. 

—B cpiciie, HeT? 

— Yula B 3TO Balle, MeCTO BCTpeuH. 

— ]laBHo? CKombKO BooOme BpeMeHH? 

—Tlouru wac Hazay, — cBepHJicd cO CBOHMH OylecTAIHMu 
yacamu JJepepalKo. — CKa3ayla, YTO CMepTb-CMepTbWO, a y 
Hee JJMIMHCCHA HW Ha3HayeHo Ha 3aKaT. BepHyTb? 

[pull 3ayMasicad H 3aMOTAII FOJIOBOH, 4TO B eTO COCTOAHHH OBLIO 


why make you suffer for half a day first? And go through the 
hassle of saving you, without saving you in the end. That's sadis- 
tic.” 

“Bide time? So that Thalia goes without me?” 

“Good, you’re combining perspectives. Except she could just 
poison you later. Why do it early at night?” 


“What is Lisa doing here?” Grip asked after a long silence. 

“Officially? She's an astrophysicist. For real? I also haven’t 
figured that out yet. Have you?” 

“No. Do you think she’s a spy as well?” 

Derevyashko let out a short laugh. 

“Certainly. Everybody is.” 

“Stalina Filantievna?” 

“... openly and officially.” 

“What is she doing?” 

“How do I put it? She’s a guard. Ensures security.” 

“Irakli Kosmovich?” 

“Now, he’s a scientist first... and a scientist second. Maybe he 
won't take any action, but he'll report to us anyway.” 


“Why am I investigating this? You’re my boss, and you're here, 
so—” 

“First of all, by the codex, in cases when it is possible, murders in 
the line of duty go to the victims.” 

“But why?” 

“It is a good call. You can know or even just suspect something 
th” 


IlaroM Kpaiiue JI€TKOMBICJICHHDIM. 


— ... HeT, HeT. IlycTb paGoraer. 

—Tlofjo3peBaellib ee? 

—Tammio?... Het. Epyyja. 3a4em efi Mena yOuBaTb? Ene u 
TpaBHTb. Takas yObeT, BEI OI MeHA BOOOIIe He HAIN. 

—Tak-TO OHO Tak, — 3ayibl6anca Yemy-To JepeBsmmKo. — Ho 
9TO OHO JIA BCeX TAK. 

—Ja TyT BooOMe K@KIEIM MeHA CMOKeT OCTaHOBHTb, — 
mpo6opmotan Tpun. — ecmM 3ax04eT, MpOCTO cHOM... 
Mapua, 3HayHT? EciH 97. 

— Mapua 651 nomyume orpaBuna. Ech wen, 3a4eM 3aCcTaByATb 
TeOa CHaYasia MYYHTECA NoMHA? W cacaTb, YTOOBI NOTOM He 
ciacTu. Cayjv3M KaKOH-TO... 

— Bpema noranytTs? Uro6s Tama 6e3 Mena NoMa? 

— Kom6unupyellib? ITO XOpOMO, HO 3a4eM TAHYTh BpeMA, KOTa 
MOKHO I0M03.Ke OTPaBHTb? 3aueM PaO HOUBIO? 


—Uto TyT fenaet JIusa? — cupocun [pun nocie yonroro 
MON4aHHA. 

— Ooumnambyo? Ona acrpobu3zux. Ha camom jene? A Toxe 
T10Ka He 3Hai0. MH THI 3Haellb? 

— Her. Jlymaete, ova TovKe INIHOHKa? 

HepeBalKo XOXOTHYII. 

— Ova — TOUHO WIHoHKa. Bce MbI TyT — WIMHOHEI. 

— CtamMua OvaHTbeBHa? 

— CTamvHa OuaHTbeBHa — BOOOLIe OTKPEITO H OMUUMAIIBHO. 

— UTo oHa jlemlaeT? 


—Kak ObI Te6e cKa3aTb?... OXpaHHHK Oa. 3a Oe30NacHOCTh 
oTBeuaeT. 

— A Mpaxauit Kocmosny? 

—Bot Mpaxnuit Kocmosny, Kak pa3, B epByl0 ovepetb — 
yueHb, a H BO BTOopy10 — Toe. Moet, cily4Hcb ero, 
OH HH4eFO HM He IpesIpHMet, HO B OTYeTe HaM HanHMler 
0Oa3aTeNIbHO. 


—Aoyuemy 4 — cyleqoBaTesb? Bal Ke — MOM HayasIbHUK, H BEI 
3J]€CB... 

— Bo-lepBbix, cormacHo ycTaBy, YOHMCTBO Ip HCIOMHeHHY, 
IPH HasIM4HH K TOMY BO3MOKHOCTH, paccilelyeT KepTBa. 

— Ho moyemy? 

— TBI MOXelllb YTO-TO BAKHOE 3HaTb HI WOfO3speBaTb— 

— SI eMHCTBeHHBIM 371eCb He OMHW0 TOT JeHb!... Ty HOUb— 

—-B OTIM4He OT MeHA, A TYT BOOOMe HUKOrya He Obi. A ele 
TbI — eMHCTBEHHBIM 3/feCb BHe OJ}03peHHu— 

—A 4er0 9TO A BHe NOMO3peHuHt? 


—... Tpogomxan. 

—‘B CMBICHe, 4TO, MOF 4... — Hayal HeyBepeHHo I'pun. — 
y3HaTb 4TO-TO TaKoe, Yero He XOTeN OBI, YTOOLI y3HanH 
pyre... 


—... HW TaK TeOd 3TO IpBI3II0, TaK CHaTb MelWaslO, YTO THI BTaliHe 
OT BCeX H306pell HOBLIM HelpOTOKCHH, H OTPaBHJICA, IpOcTo, 
uTOOBI 3a0bITb. A TaK KaK B dapMaKONOrHH THI HHYeTO 
He CMBICIHIIb, TO H AJ] MOMYUMMICA XpeHOBLI, — ABHO 
Hecepbe3HO OTHECCA K ITOH BepcHH JlepeBaliKo. — Her yx, 
He OTBEPTHIIBCA. THI MOMep, THI H pacculefyH. A BO-BTOPBIX, 4 


“I am the only one who remembers nothing from that day!... 
Night” 

“as opposed to me, who has never ever been here. Also, being 
the only one out of suspicion—” 

“Why?” 

“Goon.” 

“I mean, could I...” Grip began hesitantly. “Could I learn 
something that I wanted to hide from the others...” 

“.. and it was eating you from the inside, until you were ready 
to do anything just to forget it, up to and including inventing a 
novel neurotoxin. And, since you’re bad at pharmacology, the 
neurotoxin turned out really crappy,” Derevyashko didn’t take 
his theory seriously. “Nice try, agent, but nope. You’re the one 
who died, yow’re the one to solve it. And, second, I’m not me. I'm 
a copy, not your boss.” 

Grip squinted at him inquisitively. 

“Keep that in mind in case me and the real me give you contradic- 
tory orders.” 

Overwhelmed, Grip closed his eyes shut. 


“Okay-y, let's gather everyone... but Thalia. I'll try to make sense 
out of it, and you'll watch for their reactions and inconsisten- 
cies.” 

“Good,” Dmytro Ivanovich replied from behind his phone. 


Stalina Filantievna came in first and assumed a position next 
to the door. She looked like she pulled a rough all-nighter, 
but that was nothing compared to Maria. Maria was next 


— He 4, a KOMNMA MOS, H OHa TeGe He HavaIbHUK. 

[pull BONPOCHTeIBHO IypHICa Ha Hero. 

— 3TO Ha cny4al, eciIv A H S-HacTOsIMMH OTZa{uM Tebe pa3HEle 
IIpHKasel. 

[pull 30KMypUJIcd, NeperpyKeHHbIM HHhopMalnen. 


—Jlapalite Toryja coOupaTb HX Bcex... KpoMe Tamuu. A 6yzy 
IIbITATHCA MOAT, YTO BOOOMe MPOHSOWI0. A BbI CeAUTE 3a 
HX peakIHeli W HECTEIKOBKaMH. 

—/lapali, — cormacuica JImMutpo MpaHoBuy  MOTAHYIICA 3a 
TemepoHOM. 


CrammHa OMaHTbeBHa 3alllla WepBow U 3aHAla MO3HIMIO y 
“pepH. KarKeTca, 0a He Cllayla BCIO HOUb, HO 110 CpaBHeHHt0 C 
Mapueit BbIrmayea CBOKAYKOM. Ta Oba ONYCTOMeHHOH, e7Ba 
QYHKIMOHMpoOBaBlleH, M30 BCeX CHI CTapaBlllelica He YCHYT. 
JIuza 1 Upaxnuit Kocmopny Ha ee done Ob Mpocto HeMHOrO 
He B CBOeH TapelKe. 


—A He XOUy 20e0pumb C BaMU NO pa3zdenbHocmU, — 3axdBHII 
I'pun. — Ham eiye emecme pabomamb. IToa2momy, dasatime 
nozogopUM, KAK HOpManbuble W100uU. Ymo A nponycmun? 

TlepeqHuit pay oOOMeHWICa B3TIAaMH. 

—A Hawa me6A @ Kopudope- — Ha4yana CTanuHa OnsaH- 
TbeBHA. 

— Hem, — 3anpotectosan pun. — JJo amoeo. 

—AI npuxecna me6a o6pamuo nocae cKaKupoeanua, — Hayasa 
Ha paccKa3 3aHOBO. — Ympom mol ecman nozdxee OObl4HOZO, 
noxodu no 6a3ze, omnpaeunca K Hpaxnuo Kocmoeuyy... 


level devastated, barely functioning, fighting sleep with every 
blink. Next to her, Lisa and Irakli Kosmovich looked just mildly 
uncomfortable. 


“I don’t want to talk to you individually,” Grip began. “We'll have 
to work together after it’ll be over. So, let’s just talk like normal 
people. What did I miss?” 

The front row exchanged glances. 

‘TI found you in the hallway after you fell,” Stalina Filantievna 
began. 

“No,” Grip protested. “Before that.” 

‘IT brought you back to your bed after the scan,” she restarted 
the story. “Next morning you woke up later than usual, walked 
around the base a little, went to Irakli Kosmovich—” 

“Has anybody seen me before that?” 

“Maybe I had,” Lisa replied. “Here, you stopped for a refill.” 

“With Thalia?” 

“No, she was with me, designing the cage,” Maria replied slowly. 
‘I believe she only joined you at Irakli’s.” 

“What were we doing there?” 

“You've asked for ‘proper’ grapheme usage examples, so I’ve 
collected some for you,” Irakli Kosmovich replied carefully, 
matching Maria’s speech cadence. 

“Where are they?” 

‘T don’t know,” he answered after a pause. “You took them with 
you.” 

“Please bring them to me.” 

“The papers from your night stand?” Stalina Filantievna clari- 


— Kmo-nu6ydb mena euden? JTo 3moeo. 

—4, epode, — orseTuna JIu3a. — 3decb, mbl 3a6eean 3anpa- 
BUNBCA. 

—C Tanueti? 

—Hem, ona Ova co MHoil, npoeKmupoeana KnemKy, — 
MeJVICHHO OTBeTHIa Mapua. — Ilo-moemy, 6bl BcmpemuUucb 
yore y Upaknua. 

— Ymo mbvl mam denanu? 

—Tbl npocun npumepet ynompebnexua epadembl «npaswib- 
Hbill», MAK UMO A nodobpan mee HecKoNbKO, — OTBETUI 
Mpaxauit Kocmogpny B Temiie Mapu. 

—TIde onu? 

— He 3Hato, — OTBeTHI OH, Mocue May3bl. — Tol ux yHec. 

— Tloncanyticma, npunecume MHe Ux. 

— bymaeu c meoeeo cmonuka? — yTounwia CramHa OvsaH- 
TbeBHA. 

— Ja. Toscanytcma. 


HuKTO He CKa3all HH C/IOBa, M0Ka OHa He BepHYJIACcb. 

—Y me6a Oba meopua, 4mo «npaswbHblli» o3zHaYaem 
«paBHTb», — HepBHO oTuvTasca Mpakma Kocmosny. — 
Mue oxa Kaaemca Hey6edumenbxou. 

[pull Mowya H3y4all JIMCTEI. ONMH, MOUTH NOHOCTEIO MCHHCaH- 

HbIM pykoH Upaksma Kocmosuya, 0H Buel BIepBEIe: 


«{MoMOraTB] [1paBHIbHBIH] | [COBMeCTHEIH] [paBHIbHbIi|» 


«(XOTETE-He] []PpaBHJIbHBIH-He] | [(CXeMOBBIH-He] (IIPAaBHJIbHBIH-He]» 


fied. 
“Yes. Please.” 


Nobody said a word until she returned. 

“You had a theory that ‘proper’ means ‘to govern’,” Irakli said 
nervously. “But I don’t find it convincing.” 

Grip studied the papers in silence. One of the sheets was new to 

him, covered in Irakli Kosmovich’s handwriting: 


“(help| [be-proper] | [be-together] [be-proper]” 
“(want-not] [be-proper-not] | [be-scheme-not] [be-proper-not]” 


“(be-wise] [be-proper] (be-strong] [be-proper] 
be-strong-not] [be-wise-not] [can] [be-proper’|” 


“(we {be-proper| 
ours] (be-proper-not] (Irakli Kosmovich’s handwriting: FYI)” 


“(can| [exist’-?] [be-think] (Grip’s handwriting: imaginable)’ 
be-wise] [you-of] [be-proper]’ (some scribbles over it) 


“{nature] [be-want] [you-of| 
aforementioned] [be-proper] [be-proper-er|” 


“(brain [be-old] [be-proper-?| 
exist-?] [purpose’] [be-olds-of]” 

“(brain [be-old] [be-strong-not] 

brain] [be-old] [be-wise]” 

“(true] | [be-proper-?|” 

“(we] [know-not! | [hold] {choice’)” 


«{(Myqpbmi]  [paBHIbHbI] [CHIbHEIH| [MpaBHIbHBIi| | 
[CHIBHEIH-He] [MyJ{pbIii-He] [MO¥b] [1paBHJIbHBIH’ |» 


«(MBI] [MpaBHIbHBIi] | [Hamm] [MpaBHbHBIi-He] (pyKol 
Vpaxiua Kocmopnya: kK. cé.)» 


«{Moub] [CyIMeCTBOBaTb’-IM?] [MBICIMMBI] (pyKoH I'puma: 


MbIcnuMoblil)» | [My~pBIH] [TBoH] [mpaBWIbHBI]’ (4TO-To 
HavepKaHO I0Bepx) 

«{mpupofal [pkelaHHETi} ([TBo| |  ([BbIMeylmoMaHyToOe 
I1paBHIbHbIM] [paBHJIbH-ee|» 

«{Mosr] [cTapbii] [mpaBHMbHEIH-1M?) | [cyMecTBOBaTb-/H? 


T101b3a’| [CTapbIX]» 

«{Mosr] [cTapBIi] [CHIbHBIM-He] | [Mo3r] [crapbIi] [My{pBIH]» 
«(MCTHHHO] | [1paBHIbHbIH-1H?|» «[MbI| [3HaTb-He] | [epKaTb 
BbIOOp’|» «[BLIMeyNOMAHYTOe] [MpaBHIbHBI|» | [KeaHHbIli 
TpaBHIbHbIH|” 


«(MBI] [TOKa3bIBaTb-He] | [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOE] [paBHJIbHBIi|» 


«{MMKOBaTb] [OMacHOCTs’) [paBHIbHBI-1H?| | [MoOub-He] 


[IMKOBaTb-He’] [I]paBHJIbH-OF0’|» 


«(IpaBHIbHBIM] | [oMacH-ee}?» «[omacH-ee] | [MHTepecH-eel» 


TIpHMepbI ObUIM CIOKHBIMH, HO Tp He 3aKallbIBaICA B 
HIOaHCEI. 


BHu3y JIMCTa ObUIH elle JIBe 3AMeTKU: 


aforementioned] [be-proper|” 
| [be-want] {be-proper]” 


we] |show-not] | [aforementioned] [be-proper]’ 


rejoice] (danger’| [be-proper-?] 
|[can-not] [rejoice-not’] [be-proper-of’]” 


be-proper] | [be-danger-er]?” 
be-danger-er] | {be-interesting-er]” 


The examples were hard, but Grip didn’t spend much time on the 
nuances. 


The bottom of the page bore two extra notes: 

“(2#4?] — break itself?” 

“(be-scheme-not-?] — they don’t write l. th., but t. underst.” 
Grip put the paper aside. 


“Yes, I have shared these examples with him,” Irakli Kosmovich 
argued defensively, unable to withstand the silence. “There’s 
no context to them, and the secrecy around the protocols is just 
outright stupid, as the dictionaries are compiled straight off of 
the same minuscule corpus.” 

Nobody was accusing him of anything. 


“And then?” Grip asked. 
“We've also briefly discussed the implications of phonetic incom- 
patibility... but I don’t think it’s of any relevance to our current 


«{?No4?] — cyloMaTBCA?» 
«{CX@MOBBIM-He-JIH?| — TaK He ITHII., HO MOHHM.» 
TPH OTMO.KHII JIMCT. 


— Ta, A nodenuaca c HUM NDUMepamU, — 3aCIOpHI, 3alMua- 
ach, Mpaxmi Kocmosny, He B CHaX BBIHeCTH MOJUaHHA. 
— Ho mam xuxkakoeo KoKMeKcMA, U BCA 3MAa CeKpeMHOCMb 
BOKpye npomoKkon0g — 3mMo Oped, KAaK OH ecmb, Koeda 
cnogapu cocmaeneHbl nO momMy Ke MUKPOCKONUYeCKOMy 
Kopnycy. 

Ho HHKTO eF0 HH B 4eM He OOBHHAI. 


—A nomom? — cipocun T'put. 

— ITomom Mbi KopomxKo o6cydunu nocnedcmeua gonemuyeckoit 
HecoemMecmMUMOCMU... U BpAO NU IMO ce UMeemM OMHOWeHUe 
K Hawell meme o6cycdeHua. A NOMOM Mbl yUeL... 

— B na6opamopuio, — mpoctouana Mapua, IpHoTKpBIB raza. 
— Onpomecmosamb Moi 066eKMUBHO ONMUMANDHbII BbIOOp 
Alyepuubl ONA MECMHbLX yCnosuil, a ewe Nocnopumb c Tanuelt 
Hacuem nopmamueHocmu Knemku... IIomom y6exca... 
o6pamHo ? — OueHb 3aCOMHeBaIIACb OHA. 

— la, on eepxynca yuume aneebpy, — MpofomKun Apart 
Kocmosuy. — ... 4m, CKopee Bcezo, ele MeHee BAHCHO, — 
3aBePLIMI OH MocHe Foro nay3b1.—A nomom ywen K cebe 
6 KomHaMy, Nucamb omuem. 

—Hem, ou ewe paz 3axo0un... HeMHOeUM nO3)Ce, — BCIIOMH- 
Hala Mapua. — Tanua eeo omoenana. 


subject. Then you left...” 

“... for the lab,” Maria groaned, opening her eyes. “To debate my 
objectively best pick of the lizard to print and argue with Thalia 
about cage portability... And then you went back?...” she said 
with a great deal of doubt in her voice. 

“Yeah, he then returned to study algebra,” Irakli continued. “... 
Though that should hold even less relevance,” he concluded 
after a long pause. “And then you went to your room to write a 
report.” 

“No, he’s stopped by once again... shortly afterwards,” Maria 
recalled. “Thalia shooed him away.” 

“She what?” Grip didn’t understand a key word. 

“... told you we'll handle it ourselves... more or less. She spent 
most of the day in the lab ‘helping’ me,” Maria made an effort to 
do air quotes, despite trying to move as little as possible other- 
wise. “At some point around then I sent her away to collect cacti 
samples, just to get a break from her for a while.” 

“Collect what again?” Derevyashko asked in his charming accent 
that just never got old. 

“Local flora, lizards eat’em. We've got one right behind the base.” 

“What for?” 

“To compare them to the one Grip brought me the other day.” 


The story fizzled out in awkward silence. Maria reached out for 
a phone, Dmytro Ivanovich also checked his. For a minute, she 
was reading something, before dismissing it with an irritated: 
“What kind of freshman wrote this?” 


— Ona umo? — [pHi He OHA CIIOBO. 

—... CKA3Q10, UMO Mbl CAMU CNPABUMCA... Bpode mozo, OHA BeCb 
deHb mopuana y MeHA, «nomoeana», — Mapua cTapamacb 
TBHTaTbCA MOMeHbIWe, HO TYT He NOKaea CH MOLHATS 
pYKH HM H300pa3HTb MamblaMH KaBbIYKH. — # ee dane 6 
KaKOoll-mMo MomeHM, NPUMepHO Mozda HCE, Bbl2HAA Cobpamb 
o6pazybl KaKmycos, npocmo umo6bl OMdoxHyMb OM Hee 
HeEMHOeO. 

—Co6pamb umo, ewe paz? — Tepecipocun JlepeBalKo co 
CBOHM OYapOBaTebHbIM aKICHTOM, KOTOPBIH BCe elle pesall 
BCEM YXO. 

— Mecmuaa dnopa, auepuypi ee xcpym. Y Hac npAMmo 3a 6a30il 
ecmb OOUH. 

— Ymo6bi umo? 

— CpaeHumb c mem, Komopbitt Mxe pun Kak-mo npuxec. 


Ucropua ucyeptiaia ceOs, MOBHCIO HeOBKoe MosuaHHe. Mapua 
Tomlesia 3a TeepOHOM, TYT Ke IpoBepHI cBoH Hu JIMuTpo MBaxo- 
Buu. MMHYTY OHa 4TO-TO UHTasIa, 3aTeM OPOCHIa, CLE MB: 

— Bom kakoltl nepeokypcuuk mak nuwem? 


— Hmax! Mol ycmanosuau, 4mo mol ewe pas 3axoduN 6 Nabopa- 
MOPUN, U Mbl 3HAeM, UMO Mol Hanucan omueM, — HallOMHH 
coopaBmumca J[Mutpo Upanosny. — A danpule?.. 

— He noeepume, ewe odux eu3um 6 nabopamopuio, — ycTaso 
ymbi6nynacb Mapua. — Ho mam yore o6cy2damb Ovi10 
Hevezo, 631U U noHecnu c Tanuett. B Kynon, noumu cpa3y, 
mak umo mam Oanblue ee u paccnpaumueait. 


“So! We've established you visited the lab once again, and we 
know you wrote a report,” Dmytro Ivanovich reminded the 
room. “And then?...” 

“Guess what, one last visit to the lab.” Maria let out a tired smile. 
“But there was nothing to discuss by then, so you just helped 
Thalia carry the cage away. And then they left for the dome, so, 
question Thalia from there on.” 

“Was there anything wrong with me? When I got back.” 

“No, you were mighty fine, pretty excited about that star for 
some reason,” Lisa replied. “Sorry, but I just can’t remember 
why exactly.” 

‘T can,” Stalina Filantievna took over. “Newt brought you the 
glowing star that you gifted him a while back, and asked why 
didn’t it work. You explained him it’s not broken, it just needs 
charging with sunlight, and he decided that he’d leave it in the 
dome. To charge. Don’t ask me why this is important though. 
We didn’t talk for long, and you left shortly afterwards. Once 
again, in order: you return from the dome, bring the lizard to 
your room, come back here, tell us this story, visit the restroom, 
and go to your room to sleep.” 


The story stalled again, as if nobody wanted to continue. Slightly 
relieved from both the dizziness and the associated mind clarity, 
Grip decided to sit down, which turned into another struggle with 
his own body, but at least he could see everyone comfortably now. 
Dmytro Ivanovich sat at the other end of the couch. 


“And?” Grip asked. 


— Co Mxot 6bi10 umMo-mo He mak? Koeda A BepHYICA. 

— Hem, mol Ovi enosne cebe 6 HOPMe, OXEHb BOCMOPIHCeHHblIl NO 
nosgody Kakoli-mo mam 36e30ouKu, — oTBeTHIIA JIu3a. — Yo 
U3BUHU, COBePULEHHO He NDUNOMUHAIO, Novemy. 

—A nomuw, — BCTyIMa CrammMHa OuaHTbeBHa. — Howom 
NpuHec BAM 36e300UKy, KOMOpyi0 Bbl EMY HEdaBHO nodapuu, 
u CNpocua, nowemy OHA He ceemum. Tol OOsACHUA, UMO 
OHA He COMAHA, ee NPOCMO HYMKHO 3apAOUM COMHEUHbLM 
C6eEMOM, U OH Pew ee OCMaBUMb 6 KynoNe. ZapAMKambcA. 
He cnpawueati monbKo, nowemy 9mo mak BazxcHo. Mv donz0 
He 3ACUUBANUCb, Mbl BcKOpe yen. Ewe paz, no nopAxdKy: 
Mbl BOZEPAUAEWWbCA U3 KYNONA, 3AHOCUIU ALYepUUY, B03BpA- 
WAeWCA C1OdA, PACCKASbIBAelUb IMY UCMOpUIO, NoceUjaelud 
yOopxyio u udeub cnamb. 


Victopua cHoBa 3aryoxsia, 6yTO HAKTO He pelllaica Mpoyon- 
KUTb. TOMOBOKPyKeHHe OTCTyMaN0, a BMECTe C HUM H ACHOCTS 
yMa. [pHi pelHi cecTb, YTO OGepHyNOcb AVIA Hero THKENOH 
OopEO0H CO CBOHM TeNOM, HO 3aTO Tellepb OH HOPMasbHO BCexX 
Bugen. [MuTpo MpaHoBHy cel Ha MPOTHBONOOKHBIM KOHEL 
JMBaHa. 


— A? — cipocun Tpun. 

— Cmanuna nepeoti me6a Hawa, — oTBeTuNIa Mapua. 

— A YCAbIWANA, KAK Mbl 2pOXHYICA B KOpudope, — Mo TBepHUAa 
CramuHa MusaHTbeBHa. — Kascemca, Mbl BCMA, BbILUEN U3 
KOMHaMbl, HO OaeKo He ywen. A Hawa me6a HUNKOM Ha 
nony, Mempax 6 decamu? H, am, mot cnamuz, T pun. besdymuo 


“Stalina was the first to find you,” Maria replied. 

“‘Theard you drop in the hallway,” Stalina Filantievna confirmed. 
‘Looked like you got up, left your room, but you didn’t get far. 
I found you lying prone just, like, ten meters down the hall? 
And, uh, you lost your mind, Grip. Absentmindedly repeated 
something like ‘he is he’, but when I tried to put you back on 
your feet and talk to you, you got loud and started fighting.” 

‘Fighting is a strong word,” Maria scoffed bitterly. “Fiercely 
defending from everything that moves or makes a sound... 
without bothering to sit or stand. Shit wasn’t pretty, scared 
Thalia away in a split second. I thought you had a mental 
breakdown or something. I have to remind you once again, I’m 
no medic.” 

“And I have to warn you, Grip, that when you’ll see the autopsy, 
the cause of your death would likely be ‘spinal injury’,” Stalina 
Filantievna interjected, looking Grip straight in the eyes. 
“Because hours later, when your condition deteriorated, I 
snapped your neck.” 

Grip tensed up and swallowed involuntarily. 


“We need you to understand, Grip,” Maria droned in her tired 
voice. “You seemed to get better at first, and then you suddenly 
got much worse. When we’ve scanned you, we found out... 
your neuroimmune system was fighting hard, so hard, it was 
killing you. And, by that time, even if we managed to stop it, 
there could’ve been some serious lasting damage done, and it 
was safer to just revert you.” 

“To kill me,” Grip corrected her, looking Stalina into the eyes. 


nosmopsxl UMO-MO Bpode «OH eECMb OH eCMb», HO KO2da A 
nonbimanac Nocmasums mebA HA HoeU U Noeosopume, Mbt! 
cman Kpuuamb u HaXan Opamoca. 

—]pambca — amo 2pomKo cKa3aHo, — TopbKO yCMeXHyJacb 
Mapua. — Ckopee apocmHo saluuuanca om éeceeo, umo 
WEBENUNOC UU UZOABANO 36YKU... He 3aMOpauueaAcd NpUu 
3MOoM Mem, UMObeLl CMoAMb WU CUudembd. BoienAdeno 3MO 
ece Xpexosell HeKyda, Tanua cOexana, KAK monbKO me6a 
yeudena. A Oymana, umo y me6A HepeHblil cpble UU UMO-mo 
makoe. Hado ewe pa3 HanoMHUMb, A He MedUK. 

—A mue Hxado me6a npedynpedums, Tpun, umo Koeda mbl 
yeuduiulb omuem oO éCKpbIMUU, NpUXLUKOIL CMepmUu mam, 
cKopee ece20, bydem mpaema weliHo20 omdena, — ToBOpuNa 
CramuHa OvaHTbesHa, raga [puny wpxAmo B raza. — 
TIomomy umo xacel cnycma, Koeda meoe COCMOAHUe COBceM 
YXYOWUNOCE, A CBepHYA mebe Wer. 

[pull OKaJICA H HeIPOM3BONbHO CIOTHYI. 


—Tol notimu, Tpun, — 6yOHuna Mapua cBouM ycTaBIIHM 
Tomocom. — Te6e cnayana epode cmano myuue, a nomom, 
pe3Ko, 20pa3do xye. Koeda Mbl me6a npocKkaHupoeanu, 
cmano ACHO... M6OA HelipouMMyHHAA cucmema Goponacb 
CUIbHO, MAK CUNbHO, umo yOueana me6n. H, kK momy 
MomeHmy, OasKe ecnu Obl Mbl CMoOenU ee OCMAHOBUME, 
ocmamucb Obl nocnedcmeuaA, OnUMeNbHbIe. Boulo 6ezonacnee 
me6a npocmo omKamumb. 

— Youmb, — nompaBu ee I'pun, raya B ria3a CTaMue. 

— YoOumb, — CHOKOMHO KMBHYJIa Oa. 


“To kill you,” she nodded calmly. 
“And print a healthy you from the night before,” Lisa concluded, 
slightly relieving the confrontation aftertaste. 


“And you say this neurotoxin—” Derevyashko began asking 
something. 

‘T told you, it’s nothing like your beloved neurotoxins,” Maria 
snapped at him. “Shit ain’t fit for killing people. Can’t even 
vouch it’s lethal for everyone. What, you don’t trust me? Fine. 
Just wait for your lab’s report.” 

‘It’s running late. And I get it. So, this.. unknown chemical. 
Without any medical terms, how does one get poisoned with 
it?” 

“First you have to come into contact somehow.” 

“Just touch it?” 

‘Better put it inside, say, eat it. ’m not sure about this part yet.” 

“How long does it last?” Grip asked. 

“Until... sorry?” 

“How long can it lie somewhere... and still work later?” 

‘T don’t know,” Maria frowned, unprepared. “I know nothing 
about its shelf life.” 

“And for how long can I... carry it, before it starts killing me?” 

“Same, that’s, essentially, the same question. You can have it on 
your skin without knowing, and then it gets you.” 

“Tt what?” 

‘For all we know, it can have zero effect on anything besides 
the immune response... Remember how you touch something 
hot, and then stick your hand under running water? The threat 


— H pacneramamb 300po6oz0 me6aA u3 NPOWNOU HOUU. — 3aBep- 
mua JIu3a, clerKa COMBad NOCIeBKYCHe KOH)pOHTallHH. 


— H evi cuumaeme, umo 3mom HeltpomoKcuxH— — Havall BOMpoc 
JlepeBALIKo. 

—A me 20e0puna, 3mo Boobwe He BaUU 0O6UMBIE Heilpo- 
MOKCUHbl, — COpBaslacb Ha Hero Mapua. — He 2odumca 
9ma OpAvb modell yOueamb! A OaxKe He py4aiocb, uMo OHA 
cmepmenbHa Ona ecex. He eepume? Due c eamu, Kdume 
omuem uz Bauetl nabopamopuu. 

— OH 3adepocueaemca, — ObICTpO cyamca JlepesamKo. — H 2a 
noxumav. Hmak, 9mo... HeuseecmHoe Bewusecmeéo. be30 6CAKUX 
MeOQUUUHCKUX MEPMUHOB, KAK UM MOCHO OMpasumecaA? 

— B nepeyio ovepedb, Hado Bolimu c HUM 6 KOKMaKM. 

—IIpocmo Kocuymbca? 

—JTyuwe 6Hympb 3acyHyme, ceecmb, Hanpumep. Hacuem amo 
yacmu A ele He yeepexa. 

— H Kak doneo amo dnumca? — cipocun T'pun. 

—TIToxa ue... npocmu? 

—Kak doneo oxo mooKem nexcamb 20e-mo... 
pabomamb nomom? 

—A He 3xa%, — Mapua He Obina roToBa K Bonpocy. — be3 
NOHAMUA, UMO MAM y Heed CO CPOKOM 20dHOCMU. 

—A Kak 0oNe0 A Moey... HOCUMb €20, Neped Mem, KAK OHO HaXHEM 
MeHA yOusamb? 

—Tak amo xe, 6 o6wem-mo, mom we Bonpoc. OHO Moxcem 
OblMb Ha Kone, 63 Meoez0 Bedoma, a NoMomM OHO Oo meba 
dobepemca. 


u ece eUe 


is gone, but your body still tries to fight it. Forget it, it was a 
bad example, I mean, your own body’s defence mechanisms 
panicked, overreacted and decided they must... do everything 
they could, even if it means killing you.” 

“Like an allergy?” 

“No, a— yes,” Maria changed her mind mid-sentence. “Right. A 
brain allergy.” 

“Ts everyone...” 

“... allergic to it? Could be just a small group of people including 
you, could be everyone, could be anything in between. We don’t 
know, but that one will be easy to test, just give them time.” 

“So, please answer this,” Grip began to formulate a question. “We 
found something that can kill all of us or some of us, we don’t 
know. It can be anywhere around us, it could be in my ear right 
now... and ifI... turn my head wrong, I’ll die again?” 

‘Eh, not so fast,” Maria replied apathetically. “You’ve just been 
printed anew, it’s not there in the scan. Where would you step 
into it again?” 

“But if it is here, inside the station, won’t we all die from it?” 

The adults did not subscribe to Grip’s alarmism. 

“So far we had just one case... you,” Maria replied hesitantly. 
“Yeah, if we all start dropping like flies, we'll have a bit of a 
problem. But it’s not contagious... not a virus,” she reworded 
again, as Grip frowned. “Even if it can spread around, it won’t 
multiply. Anyway, until we have a second case, I wouldn’t 
worry much about that.” 

“And if we all get it at the same time?” 


— Ono umo? 

— Mbi eoo6we He 3Haem. OHO Moscem BoobWe Ha MOA HUKAK He 
g03delicmeogamb, ecu He CHUMAMb UMMYHHOU peaKYUU... 
3HAeUb, KO20A KACAeUbCA Ue20-MO 2opAUeZO, A NOMOM pyKy 
yore U nod Body CyHyN, a meno Bce paBHKoO 3alyulaemca, 
XOMA yepo3sbl yuce HEM? 3a6ydb, MLOXOU NPUMEP, A B CMbICTe, 
OCHOBHAA yepo3a ObUIA OM MBOUX ICE ZALUMHbLX MeXQHU3- 
MO6, KOMOPble CNUWKOM CUbHO peaeupyiom U 2omoébl Ha 
Ce, Oance MEOA NDUKOHUUMD. 

— Kak annepeun? 
Hem, He- 0a, 
Mo3ea annepeua. 

—Humo, Kaxcooiii... 

—... cmpadaem makxoti annepeueti? Moxcem mbt OOUH U3 MAKUX 
HEMHOCUX, MOHCEM KAHCObIU, MoMCeM UMO-mMo cpeduee. Mvi He 
3HaeM, HO 9MO NeeKO Nposepumb, Pali UM MONbKO BpeMaA. 

— Omeembme mxe om Ha uMo, — Hava MoOpMyIMpoBaTh 
pun. — Moi nauu umo-mo, umo cnoco6xo Hac ecex yOumb, 
Wu YaCMb UZ HAC, Mbl He 3Haem. OHO Moxcem ObimMb 2de 
yeoouo, Mowcem ceituac OblMb y MeHA B YXxe, U eCNU 4... 
NOBEPHYCb HENOGKO, A EUle paz yMpy? 

— Jil, He 2oHU Koxell, — besy4acTHO oTBeTHIa Mapua. — Mol 
me6A MONbKO-MoOMbKO pacnevamanu, Mbl 2de 6 He2o ye 
onaAMb eLANAICA? 

— Ho ecnu oxo 30ecb, Ha CMAHWUU, pazee Mbl OM He20 ce He 
ympem? 

B3pocuble He pasfeuasH pHios alapMu3M. 


TepeylyMaya nocpequ @pasbt Mapua. — Y 


“There is a protocol for repopulating the station,” Stalina 
Filantievna replied. “If that’s what you’re asking about.” 
Grip paused to think. 


“What about Dan and Lee?” 

“What about them?” Derevyashko turned to him. 

“Could they, uh, come down here... without us knowing—” 

Lisa laughed out loud, the others were amused as well. 

“What?” 

‘If you’re implying they could’ve come here to kill you, you 
shouldn’t worry about that,” Stalina Filantievna shook her 
head. 

“You would’ve never asked if you heard the sound the pods 
make,” Irakli Kosmovich explained. “It’s so loud, it could’ve 
raised the dead.” 

“I was printed in the orbit and brought down in one,” Dmytro 
Ivanovich chimed in. “It was loud indeed, and, yeah, I think we 
can safely dismiss this idea.” 


“Ts it normal...?” 

‘Tm yet to see anything normal ’round here,” Derevyashko made 
an attempt at lightening the room up as Grip got stuck. 

“What’s normal, Grip?” Maria asked patiently. 

“Ts it typical to have a deadly allergy on something new?” 

“... on a frontier planet, you mean? Uh, yes and no. Yes, for a 
newly discovered bioplanet, that wouldn’t be surprising. But 
not for one we’re living on for a year— granted, our studies on 
this planet are very limited, we haven't had a single expedition 


—JY Hac noka monvKo odux cryyail... mbl, — HeOXOTHO 
oTBeTHIa Mapua. — Hem, ecru mbl ece om Heeo HaYHeM 
doxHymb KaK MyXU, y Hac bydem HebonbuaA npobnemKa. 
Ho ono He 3apasHoe... He eupyc, — MepebopmyMpoBasa 
OHa, YBHyeB, Kak pum cxmypwica, — Jfaoe ecnu oHO 
pacnpocmpausemca, bonvlue e20 He cmanoeumca. Kopoue, do 
emopoeo cny4aa, A Obl 06 IMOM CUBHO He nepexcueana. 

—A ecu Mbl 3apa3sumca 6ce pasom? 

—Ecmb npomoxkon nepesacenenua cmanyuu, — OTBeTHJIa 
CranuHa OnaHTbeBHa. — Ecru mobi 9mo ume 6 Budy. 

pul YMONK H 3aytyMalics. 


—A yumo xacuem JJana u Iu? 

—A umo Hacuem HUX? — TIOBepHYyIcd H Mepecipocus 
HepeBalliko. 

— Moenu onu, 9M, chyCMUMBCA... MAK, UMOOdI Mobl He 3HANU- 

JIu3a paccMesmacb B HOJHBIM TONOC, OCTAIBHEIX ITO TOKE pasBe- 

CeO. 

— Ymo? 

— Ecau mol Hamekaeulb, 4MO OHU MOeNU ChycmumMbCA U yOuMd 
me6A, MOIeUlb nepecmamb 06 9mom nepexcueamb, — 
NoKayasla ToMOBOK CTraMHa DWaHTbeBHa. 

—Te6e Obl u 6 20n0ey He npuuNO cnpocumb, ecnu Obl mbl 
CAbUUAT 36yK WwUONOK, — oObaAcHun Upaknuit Kocmopay. — 
Oxu U Mepméoeo nodblmym. 

— Mena Hanexamanu Ha op6ume u cnycmwiu coda, — BCTYIMI 
J\mutpo Mpanosuy, — H da, amo 6110 2pomKo, u 3my UudeI0 
MOHCHO CMeno Ombpocumb. 


— Imo HOpMAaNbHO...? 

—A mym noxa ewe Huxeeo HOpManbHoeo He Buden, — 
NOMbITAICA pa3spayMTb oOcTaHoBKy J{mMuTpo VBaHosny, 
BHA, Kak [pul 3acTpali. 

— Ymo Hopmanbxo, pun? — TeptiemusBo ciipocusia Mapua. 

—JImo munuxHo, UMemb CMepmenbHyO aNMepeulo Ha UMO-mMo 
Hog0e? 

—... Ha nepedosoti nnaxeme, 6 cmbicne? Hy, da u Hem. Ja, 
dna ceexeomKpelmolt naaKembl, 3mo eooblwe Heydueu- 
menbxo. J[1A maKou, 2de yuce 200 HCUByM— U XOMA MbI OUCH 
CMECHEHbI 6 UCCAEGOBAHUAX, HAM Care IKCNEOUYUL HU OOHOII 
He Odobpuaru, 6ce MaKoe —HO Ju0dU Hapyxcy XOOAM KaxcOdlil 
deHb, Gonblue 200a. H ece ObiN0 HOpPMANbHO. 

— Ho 9mo ne o6sacHAem, KaK 1 9MO Nodxeamuu. 

— Hmenno. 

—... Ho MHe HYHCHbI omBembi. Kak A 3mo nodxeamun? 

— Be3 udeil. Moores nonpoboeamb noemopumb exepawHuit 
deHb: Mpozamb Bce, OO 4e20 GomAeUBaeUbCA, OONUZbIBAMD 
NaNbybl, 3aKyCUMb KAKMyCoM, nobdezams no naaKeme 6e3 
Kocmioma— 

[pull He BHeu B STOM HHYerO CMELIHOTO. 

——u eule pyKU He Moll, KO20a BePHEWbCA, UMOObI HABEPHAKA. 

— Kakmycom? Kycox, Komopbtitt A npuvec euepda— ... HECKONbKO 
Onell Hazad-? 

—Hem, ne moxem Ovime. # e20 cKAHKUpOBANA, NOMHUULb? 
Kaxmycel, MyXxu, AUJepUuUbI, HUKMO U3 HUX He CodepxCUM U He 
eolpabambieaem ma— 


approved, and —but we had people go outside, like, daily, for 
more than a year. And they were fine.” 

“That doesn’t explain how did I get it.” 

“Precisely.” 

“... But I need answers. How did I get it?” 

“Beats me. You could try re-enacting everything you did yester- 
day: touching everything you encounter, licking your fingers, 
tasting all the cacti you can find, running outside without a suit- 


Grip didn’t find it funny. 

“—and not washing your hands when you come back to maximize 
your chances. Is this what you were asking about?” 

“Cacti? Like, the piece I brought you yes—... some days a—?” 

“Nah, can’t be it. I’ve scanned it, remember? Cacti, flies, lizards, 
none of them contain or produce this” 

“Lizards?” Grip raised his voice, wide-eyed. “Wait, you...?” 

Maria let out a deep sigh. 

“We've scanned a lizard once, yes,” she admitted reluctantly. 
“Caught it, froze it, scanned it, released it. In our defence, back 
then we didn’t know they could be sentient.” 

“Could be?” Grip echoed. 

“U-ugh,” Maria groaned, taking a pause to focus. “Yes. We have 
no reason to believe the one we've caught is sentient. And the 
lizards never brought that incident up.” 


The silence was tense. Dmytro Ivanovich embodied disapproval 
of all the mess happening around here, Irakli Kosmovich looked 
attentive and sad; Lisa stared at a wall; Stalina did her thing 


—Awepuybl? — Tput MOBbICHI Ton0c H BLITapallMIca Ha Hee. 
— ITocmotime, 6bl...? 


Mapua ry60Ko B3f0xHysa. 
—Mbi npockanuposanu odxy slyepuuy, Ovin0 deno, — 
HeOXOTHO IIpH3Hala oHa. — JJolimanu ee, 3amopo3unu, 


omckaxuposanu, omnycmunu. B Hawe onpasdanue, moi 
moeda ewe He 3HANU, UMO OHU MO2yM ObIMb PA3YMHbLMUL. 

— Mozym 6v1mb? — 3xom TosTopun I'pun. 

—O-ox, — lpocronana Mapua, u B3ana May3y, YTOOBI 
co6patsca. — JJa. Y Hac Hem HUKAKUX NpUYUH nonaeamb, 
4umo Auepuua, KOMOpyi0 Mbl U3NOBUAU, ObUIa pasymuHou. H 
ALYePUUl HUKOZ20a HAM 3IMOM UKYUdeHM He NDUNOMUHANU. 


Momyanve O60 HallppKeHHBIM. J[mMuTpo WpaHoBHy BCeM 
BHOM BbIKa3bIBall HeofoOpenue pasBeeHHOTO Ha OT/e/IbHO 
B3ATOH CTAHIMH Oapfaka. Mpaxnuli Kocmosyy cya BHMMa- 
TeIbHO HM IpycTHo; JIm3a paccMaTpHBayla cTeny; CTaMHa 
IIpHHAla CBO HabMOMalOlle-BbLKHAAwWMy!0 Wosy, Kak Tora, 
Kora Tava BbINeHIpHBaach; a Mapua BEITMAea TaK, Oy ATO 
TlepecTama 3aG0THTECA BOOSIE 0 YeM ObI TO HH ObINO. 


— He nepexcusaitme 6bl mak 3a céou ceKpembl, — 3ax1BHJI eH 
I'pun. — Ecru ne xomume, umo6bi 2 ux 3Ha, Cramuua Ousan- 
TbeBHa 6Ceeda MOICEM CNOMAMD MHe WerO ele pas. 

—Tpum! — noyuan ronoc Jlepesalixo. 

JIu3a 3amepiia, Upaxmmit Kocmopny HeoxoOputeibHo Kayar 

TomoBoH, Mapua pasrmaqbipana puma c orspallieHHem 

BOSMYINeHHeM, a CTayiMHa OWaHTbeBHa Opocusa Ha HeTO JIMUIb 


again, observing and waiting for something to happen, like when 
Thalia mocked her earlier; while Maria looked like she gave up 
caring about everything. 


“Don’t worry about your secrets,” Grip told her. “If you don’t 
want me to know, Stalina Filantievna can always break my 
neck again.” 

“Grip!” Derevyashko raised his voice at him. 

Lisa just froze, Irakli Kosmovich shook his head disapprovingly, 

Maria looked repulsed and indignant, and Stalina Filantievna 

gave him just a short resentful glance. As if she wasn’t that 

happy about snapping kids’ necks herself. 

“... ’m sorry,” Grip addressed Stalina. 

She didn’t pay him another look. 


“I don’t want to return to my room,” Grip said. “I’m afraid I can 
get it again.” 

“Should I clean it?” Stalina looked him in the eyes again, as if 
nothing happened. 

“No!” Grip protested. “Can you first scan it?” 

“It’s large,” she expressed her doubts, “and that chemical we’re 
looking for is not easy to detect, is it?” 

“It’s anything but,” Maria confirmed. “Fine only.” 

‘IT can scan selectively, here and there,” Stalina suggested with 
hesitation. “Got any ideas on which places should I check?” 

‘No, not really, no.” 

“And yeah, I can find you a new room. And one for you as well.” 
she nodded at Dmytro Ivanovich. 


KOPOTKHH OOWKEHHEIM B3IA. BuyaThb, He Tak eH H HpaBHMOCb 

cBOpauyHBaTb JeTAM Wen. 

—... u3euHume, — OOpaTuica K Heit ‘pum. Ona He yqocTouNAa 
eTO BSI VAM. 


—A He XOUy B036paluAaMbCA 6 C6010 KOMHaMy, — 3adBH T'pun. 
— Bopye « oname 3mo nodxeayy. 

—Mue ee sauucmume? — CtTamMua OnaHTbeBHa BHOBb 
CMOTpella eMy B Iyla3a, KaK HH B YeM He ObIBAIIO. 

—Hem! — ropsyo sospa3ui Tpun. — Mono ee cnayana 
omcKaHuposamb? 

—Komuama 6onbwas, — coMHeBalacb oHa. — H 9mo 
Belyecmeo, KOMOPOe MbI UlYeM, E20 Bedb HeNeeKO OOHApy- 
JCUMB? 

— Ewe kak, — noyTBepyuia Mapus. — TonoKo demanbHbim. 

—A Mozy nocKaxupogamb u3z6upamenvHo, mam u mym, — 
C HeOXxoTOH mpenoKua CrammuHa. — Ecmb udeu, ede e2o 
ucKkamb? 

— Hem, ne dyman, nem. 

—H 0a, natidemca me6e Hogan KomHama. HW me6e moe, — 
KHBHYyJIa OHa J/mMuTpo MBanosnyy. 


[pum 3aep3ai, Hajleicb, BHJJMMO, YTO pa3 ACHOCTb CO3HaHHA 
IOYTH BCH yeTyYMMACb, TO HM TO KaK eFo (He) TaMHT BIIpaBo, 
TOKE IPOWI0. 


— Ecmb... 4mO-MO, UMOObI OHO MeHA He yOuNo? 
—Ecmb, — oTBeTwi1a Mapus. — Mownoe— Ono noka He oueHb, 
HO, CO epemexem, bydem nyuule. Ecnu Obl A NOKANA U OMKIUO- 


Grip squirmed in place, apparently hoping that if the clarity has 
almost evaporated, so has (not) being dragged rightwards. 


“Ts there a... thing to prevent it from killing me?” 

“Yes,” Maria replied. “Potent stuff— it ain’t great, but it'll get 
better with time. If only I’ve acted earlier, I could’ve shut it 
down and save you. We can do it right now, if you want to.” 

‘But Pl” 

“lose the immunity to all the other stuff, yes, you have it for a 
reason. The good news are, we'll receive new samples pretty 
much every day, until, like, a week later, they arrive at a 
perfectly safe one, protecting you from just this thing alone.” 

“So, I just need to survive for a few days,” Grip summed it up and 
scanned the room. 

Maria lost a battle to a yawn. Lisa had her head stuck firmly in 

the clouds. 


“Lisa, you didn’t talk much. What were you doing yesterday?” 

She flinched and turned to Grip. 

“Me, uh, I can tell you what I wasn’t doing: writing my report. 
I decided to follow your advice, about the final report, and so 
far I’ve successfully avoided doing just that. I was lying here, 
where you are, then in my room, then came back. After lunch, I 
began to put together a table of contents, so I started re-reading 
some of my previous reports, found a couple of small mistakes, 
read some other stuff, and, long story short, I still haven’t got to, 
actually, writing, not even today... I don’t know what else to tell 
you, we haven’t interacted much ye- that day... just like most of 


YUIIa ee PAHbUle, A Obl Me6a cnacna. MoscHo cdenamb 3mMo u 
ceuuac. 

— Ho 2- 

— -pacnpowaewsca c uMMyHUMeMOM KO BCeMy OCMAbHOMy, 
0a, ona y me6a He ONA Kpacombl. Xopowue HOBOCMU B MoM, 
YMO Hoeble OOpasubl OyOym NoumuU KaIHCOblil OeHb, NOKA Uepe3 
HedelbKy OHU MAM He Cdenalom BooblYe UdeANbHO, 3a1yUMy 
npuuenbHo om IMou WMYKU. 

— To ecmb, MHe Obl MOMbKO HECKONKO OHeil NDOdepscambca, — 
NOAPITOKU pun H OFALe KOMHATY. 

Mapua 6opomacb c 3eBKOM M Mpourpasia. JIu3a OTKPOBeHHO 

BUTasla B OO1aKaXx. 


— JTu3a, 6bl ece Momuume. A Bbl UMO B4epa Oenanu? 

Ona epHyyacb H WoBepHysacb K put. 

— 4, 9M, A MOzy CKa3aMb, YMO A He Genana: He nucana omuem. 
A pewuna nocnedosams mBoemy cogemy, Hacuem umoz06020 
omyema, U noKa 4mo ycnewHO 9mozo0 u3beeana. JTencana 
mym, 20e mbl CUdUUb, NomoM y cebA, NOMOM OnNAMb MyM. 
Tlocne o6e0a 63ANacb 3a o2naeneHue, cmana neperumbleamb 
Npoulble omuembl, HaWLA Napy Hedoxemoe, 3aXUMANACb 
Opyeotl wmyKoil, Kopoue, cobcmeeHHo, nucamb mak Uu 
He HaYana, U ce2ooHA He Hayana... H He 3HaW, YMO mebe 
paccKa3amb, Mbl He OUeHb BYe— B MOM OeHb NepeceKANUCb... 
KK, COOCM6EHHO, U 6 Opyeue OHU. 

— Mum, adno. 


[pull pelMi BcTaTb; CTayIMHa WiaBHO 3allarala K HeMY, 


the other days.” 
“Mmm, OK.” 


Grip decided to stand up; Stalina stepped towards him, ready to 

catch him if he falls: 

“Where are you going?” 

“Thank you for trying to save my life,” he frowned and grabbed 
onto the couch. “I don’t think you wanted to kill me. I'll go talk 
with Thalia next.” 

“Are you sure? You can just wait for her,” Derevyashko didn’t 
insist though. 

‘No, I’m fine,” Grip stated and began walking away immediately, 
mostly to back his claim with not falling down from standing 
still too long. 

“Well, you’re all free to go then,” Derevyashko continued behind 
his back. “Go get some sleep,” he singled out someone in a lower 
tone. 


The body obeyed Grip just fine, but he had to learn to ignore 
everything it lied to him about and keep moving. Fiddling 
with the planet suit was the hardest part of it all. Walking, 
surprisingly, was the easiest one. It was dark already, the dome 
featured no lights, but Grip found it with ease. As the inner 
doors slid open, he saw the cage. And Thalia running towards 
him. 


The cage was larger than he expected. Handles in the front and 
in the back, a large lid, more perforated towards the top, more 
transparent towards the bottom, some attachments, sand tilted 


TOTOBACh HO{XBATHT eFO. 

— Tol kyda co6panca? 

— Cnacu6o, YMo nbIMaNUCb MeHA Chacmu, — OH MOMOpIWICA 
H YXBaTHJICA 3a J[MBaH — A He Oymaa, YMO Bbl XOMeNU MeHA 
yOumb. ITotidy menepb c Tanuett noeosopw. 

— Tol yeepen? Moxceutb nodoxcdamb ee 30ecb, — JlepeBsIIKO, 
BIIpOueM, He HacTaHBall. 

— He, 16 nopadxe, — 3aqBun pun u, JA yOeMTeNbHOCTH, TYT 
Ke 3alllarayl K BbIXOJY, YTOOI He XMOMHYTCA IPAMO TYT OT 
IIpO/{OKUTEIbHOTO CTOAHHA. 

— Hy umo mozda, 6ce ce0600Hbl, — 3aKMOUHI Y HeTo 3a CIMHOU 
Tlepesamxo. — Hou nocnu, — BbIjenHi OH KOTO-TO OfHOTO 
MeHee 3BOHKHM OJIOCOM. 


Teno, B e0M, OTTHYHO crymanocb puta, Halo ObLIO TONBKO 
Hay4HTbCA HTHOPHpOBaTb BCe TO, O YeM OHO emy OeCCTEIHO 
BpaJio. BO3HA C KOCTIOMOM Oba CaMBIM CJIODKHEIM HCIIBITAHHeM, 
a HOITH, Kak pa3, OBUIO Jerue BCero. BLUIO TeMHO, KYO HAYeM 
He OcBellasica, HO I'pun 6e3 Tpyza AOWen WO Hero. 3alllypmana 
Hf YUIa B CTOPOHY BHYTPeHHAA /Bepb, OTKPLIBAA BHI Ha KETKY. 
Vi Oerymtyto HaBcrpeyy Tamu. 


KuleTKy OHH Cela C pa3MaxoM, OfHaKO. Py4KM crlepeyu 
H C3aj{H, UTOOBI HeCTH ee BABOeM, GOOMbIMad KPBIINIKa, CTeHKU 
Tofbipyatee KBepXy H MOMpospayHee KHH3y, KOPMYLIKH 
KaKHe-TO, CbeXaBINMH Ha3zaji WecoK... Emje M mecok! Tspxemas, 
HaBepHoe— 


Tama nofOexKaa K HeMy H HeHajonro oOHANa, OT Yero I'pum 


towards the back... Must be really heavy— 


Thalia ran up to Grip and briefly hugged him, making him 
freeze for a few seconds. Newt was catching up to them, rattling 
something energetically, but they didn’t listen. Grip sat down to 
fight his way out of the planet suit. 


“You're alright,” Thalia stated. 

“Yeah.” 

“From the save point?” 

“Yeah,” Grip nodded, confirming he was restored. 

“OK, so,” Thalia took that as an invitation and opened the flood- 
gates. “I woke up early, didn’t wake you up that day. Nothing 
strange about the morning, save for Stalina handing me a ball 
out of nowhere. And what for? So that I buggered off? I only 
needed that to get away” 

“That was my work,” Grip surprised her. “Doesn’t matter. Go on.” 

“Went to Maria, explained what do I want in a cage over ice 
cream,” Thalia went full auto again. “She said that when lizards 
finally get around to visit us, we’re gonna carry them in this 
cage, and she’s gonna film a historical video, so I had to joke 
that lizards are sentient and must sit on our shoulders, that’d 
be even better. I don’t think she suspected anything.” 


They headed towards the centre, where a glowing star awaited 
them at the glass-sand border. Newt gave up his clattering and 
just followed in silence. Thalia noticed Grip looking at him and 
switched subjects: 

“By the way, he did tear my suit the day before yesterday, here, on 


Ha HECKOJIBKO CeKYH] 3aCTBUI. 3a Heli IpHOexKam HbI0T, HO OBO 
He J{0 efO 3Heprv4Horo cTpekora. [pun cen, YTOOEI Mpoufe ObIO 
BbIOUpAaTcsA H3 CKadaHppa. 


— THI B HopsyKe, — 3aqByia Tass. 

—Vry. 

—C TOUKH coxpaHeHua? 

— ry, — llogTBepyH I'pum cBoe BOCCTaHOBIeHHe. 

— Mak... — BOCIIPHHA1a 3TO Kak IIPH3bIB paccKa3bIBaTb Ta, 
H 3aTapaTopuia. — I BcTamla paHo, TeOa B TOT JeHb OyAUTS 
He cTasia. Boobie B TOT [eH He ObVIO HMYerO CTPaHHOro, 
KpOMe TOYO, 4TO CTasIMHa MHe HH C TOTO, HH C Cero BEIaa 
MsAUUK. UTOObI OTCTaMa? SI Ke ITO 3aTeAa TOMbKO UTOOLI OHA 
Hac BBINYyCTHIA... 

— 9TO Bce 4, — yquBuII ee !pun. — Hesaxno. IIpofomxKai. 

—Tlomma k Mapuu, 3a MOpoxKeHBIM OOBACHHIA, TO Hao OT 
KJI€TKH, — ONATb 3a4acTHa OHa. — OHA, KCTATH, CKa3alia, 
UTO KOFa AMepHUbI COMSBONAT CileTaTb B TOCTH, MBI HX 
MOHeCeM B ITOM WHKapHOH KleTKe, a OHA JTO CHHMET VIA 
ucTopuu. A A TOra OTIWYTHIACh, YTO pasYMHBIX AMepHy 
MBI Ha IWlewax MOHECeM, elle JTyuile BEIMeT. Ilo-Moemy, oHa 
HMYETO He 3aloso3puuia. 


OHH MOI K WeHTpy, OTMeYeHHOMY CBeETOM 3Be304KH. HBIOT 

OpocHN TpelaTs H OexKaN pAyoM Moma. Tana pocnegHsa 3a 

B3IIA {0M ['putia: 

— OH, KCTATH, KOCTIOM MHe Tloy{pay MosaByepa. Korya Ha cue 
BHCell. 


the back.” 

“How’s he doing?” 

“He’s excited... he hasn’t understood a thing. Let’s go in order.” 

“Yeah, sure.” 

“You wrote me from Iraklis, he said all his texts are contact 
group transcripts, so we can’t read them, because we need to be 
a blank slate, and this is bullshit, because he read them all and 
understood nothing, so you don’t stand a chance, and a handful 
of examples won’t make us fall into the same rut—” she let out 
another barrage, making Grip smile involuntarily. 

She tried so hard to work the recently learned word “rut” into 

the sentence, yet, at the same time, iotated the last sound like 

an exemplary Fist spy she was, laying down some thick phonetic 
basis for an arrest. 

“—so he did share some ‘proper’ usage with us, and you had an 
idea that ‘proper’ meant ‘ruling’, as in ‘to rule’, which is stupid,” 
she continued. “Even though I myself told you contactees must 
be of a high rank, it just doesn’t” 

Grip got briefly distracted to sit down and to draw a large 

“(do-wait]’ on the sand. 

“I saw it, cut to the chase.” 

“Uh... And told us to make up new ’sky juice’s, because otherwise 
we're not gonna get far without borrowing words,” she accel- 
erated again. “Then, at the lab, you wanted a ‘visually similar’ 
lizard, and we wanted an accli-ma-tized one, discussed the cage, 
then studied, then came back again. I dropped you a hint that 
you should not come check up on it this often, but I basically 


— Kak 0H? 

—OH B BOCTOpre... OH BOOOMe HHYerO He MOHAN. JaBali 10 
NOPARY. 

— JJapai. 

—ThI HallMcall MHe oT Upakuia, OH CKa3all, YTO BCe TeKCTHI 
— 3alIMCH KOHTaKTHOM IpyNMbl, NOITOMY HaM HX 4HTAaTb 
HeJIb3, IOTOMY YTO MBI JOJDKHEI ObITh YHCTBIM JIMCTOM, a 
9TO Oper cobayH, NOTOMY 4TO OH HX YTAN H HHYerO He 
NOH, TAK UTO Kya HaM, HW OT HECKOMIBKHX MPHMepoB MBI He 
IpOBaIMMCA B Ty Ke KOMelO—, — BbIMAMMMa OHA elle 3a, 
HEBOJIbHO 3aCTaBHB I'puila yIIOHYTECA. 

Efi TaK XOTeMOCb BBEPHYTb HOBOE CIIOBO «KONe10», HO BOT Kak pa3 

eTO OHA IIpOHsHecia Kak oOpasloBad Kyal|Kasd WMMOHKa. Takoe 

HOTHPOBaHHOe «10» IOMYAYWIOCh, MPOCTO TOTOBOe POHETH4ECKOe 

OCHOBaHHe JIA apecta. 

—-Tak 4TO OH TofelWicd Cc HaMM UCHONb30BAaHHeM 
«IpaBHIbHO», a y TeOd Oba Hes, YTO «MpaBHIbHO» 
3Ha4HT «IpaBuTb», THMa, «IpaBHTelb», a 3TO BCe TynO- 
cTH — IpoffoybKama ona. — A cama Te6e roBOpHia, YTO 
KOHTAKTepbI JJOJDKHBI OBITS BEICOKOTO paHTa, HO 9TO elle He 
3Ha4uHT 

[pull YyTb-4yTb OTBIEKCH: CECT HW HalMcaTh Ha MecKe OouM0e 

«DKO-H)». 

— S] Buell, Jabal asbie. 

— A... Vi cKa3ai etlje HaM IpHyMBIBaTb HOBEIe «COKH HeOa», a 
TO TaK MBI JjaJleKO He yiijjeM, HOTOMY 4TO 4yKHe CyOBa He 
BCTABHTb, HH Halll HM, HH HX HaM, — CHOBa pa30rHaslach 


lived that day at the lab, as if I was bored, even wrote my reports 
there,” she started slowing down at last. “Got so tired of me, 
she even sent me to gather cacti. You also left to write a report, 
then we were done printing and I went to collect sand, then you 
were done, and we carried the lizard here. That’s also when you 
stopped worrying, by the way, I thought it'd be worse.” 

“What do you mean, ‘it’d be worse’?” Grip stared at her. 

“You know, that you'll be worrying so much it’d be telling. And 
you got real calm all of a sudden.” 

“Am I not calm all the time?” he inquired. 

“So, when we carried the lizard here,” Thalia evaded the question. 
“Newt brought the glowing star, he took it underground for the 
day, and it went off, so he thought it was broken, get it? You 
explained it, and he said he'll charge it here, in the dome. Why 
here though? So that the others don’t take it away from him or 
what?” 

Even though she slowed down, Newt gave up on listening and lay 

down. Grip also didn’t know why leave it here, so she continued: 

“Newt checked out the lizard, told us he understands why we 
think it’s similar, but it totally isn’t. He knows better anyway. 
We then agreed we're doing it, told him he must behave and 
sound like a stupid lizard, and then we'll do it. He started 
rejoicing, and here’s where you’ve really aced it: you told him 
that if he clicks or rejoices, he'd be telling the adults it’s him 
and he’s here! That worked wonders, he wrote that it’d be very 
much improper of him and shut up for the entire day! By the 
way, you asked him about rejoicing, and he said it’s for either 


Tanua. — Tlorom y Mapuu ThI xoTem alepHuy, MoxoKyt0 
BHEeIIHe, a MI — AKKIMMAaTH-30-Ba-HHY1; OOCyKAaI KETKY, 
IOTOM YUCK, MOTOM ONATS MpHoexKas. A Tebe HaMeKHyla, 
YTO He HayO TaK YacTO GeraTb IpOBepsATh AlepHuy, HO Cama 
cela OOubIIyIO YacTb BpeMeHH y Mapuy, TUNA, OT CKYKH, 
M OTYeT Mucasa y Hee. OHa Awe MeHA MOCama 3a KYCKOM 
KaKTyCca, TaK 4 eli Hayjoena. ThI TOKe Torya yOexKall, WMCal 
oTyeT. IJorom Bce foleyataocb, 4 HaOpaya WecKa, MBI 
NOHECHM AMepuiy... THI, KCTaTH, C TOTO MOMeHTa Mepectal 
Tep@KUBATS, A DyMasia, OyeT xyKe. 

—B cMblcile, «xyKe»? — ycTaBHJIca Ha Hee I'pun. 

— Uo 6yfellb BOMHOBATHCA H BCeX Hac BEI alls. A TEI KaKOH-TO 
CIOKOMHBIM Cyeasics... 

— AS 4TO, He BCeryja CHOKOHHBIM? 

— Tak BOT, IPHHeCAH MbI AMepHuy, — ya oT oTBeTa Tama. 
— HBI0T IpHHec 3Be30UKY, OH ee Of 3eMJIIO Ha J[eHb YBOJIOK, 
H pelllwil, YTO OHA COMasach, NOHHMaellib? THI OObACHHI, OH 
cKa3all, YTO OyLeT ee B Kylome 3apwxKaTS. Ilouemy B KyHONEe, 
KcTaTH? UrToOsl Apyrue He cTaljHH? 

XOTb OHa yKe TapaTopwia He Tak cWIbHO, HIT Opocus ee 

ClylWaTb MU Upwier. [pul ToxKe He 3Hall, WOUeMy B Kyloue, Tak 

YTO OHa IposouDKMIIa: 

— HbIOT CMOTpell AIMepHLy, CKa3ail, YTO MOHMMaeT, MOYeMY MBI 
AYMaem, 4TO OHa NOXoKa, HO OHA HelloxoxKa. EMy BHHEE, B 
oOmjeM. MBI JOrOBOpHIHCh, YTO HeceM, CKa3a7IM HpWwry, 4TO 
OH JODKeH BHITIAeTh HM 3ByYaTb KaK Tylad Alepuya, u 
TOIja MBI eTo 1oHeceM. OH CTal JMKOBATS, H TYT TH BOOOMe 


being proper yourself, or for seeing or knowing somebody else 
is proper, and that it’s not a tradition, but nature, but he'll be 
quiet. And he really was.” 

“Not a tradition... ?” 

“But nature. Anyway, it was time to switch them. We didn’t know 
where to— ah, you two were drawing, so that you could ask Newt 
whether the dome is a sphere, and he said it is, because otherwise 
why would he use the airlock. Yes... Yeah, so we just left it here, 
because where is it gonna go, and Newt told us he'll help us catch 
it later, so, yeah, I put Newt in my suit behind my neck, because 
we thought that if we take the lid off it’s so gonna run away, and 
it was just like ‘what do you want from me, leave me alone’, so 
that was alittle fight, but it didn’t bite through— wait, what about 
you?” 

“What about me?” 


They went to check Grip’s planet suit; the gloves were scratched, 

but not punctured. 

“.. yeah... We left it some water, and those grasshoppers, I just 
dumped them other there, hope that worked out...” 

Grip stopped to check out the cage. There indeed was a distressed 

lizard there, ignoring them, its head very different from Newt’s. 


“We put Newt in and went straight to your room. There were just 
Stalina and Lisa staying up, you rambled on that glowing star 
for ages and then told us you’re going to bed. I also followed 
shortly after, to my room I mean, though I was curious...” 


They walked back to the centre in silence. 


KIaCCHO OObACHMM: THI CKa3all, YTO ECM OH OYAeT JHMKOBATS 
WIM TpelijaTh, TO CaM, HOLyyaeTca, PaCCKMKET B3POCIbIM, YTO 
9TO OH H OH TyT! Cpa6oTano Ha oTMH4HO! HBT OTBETHI, YTO 
9TO OBUIO OBI C ETO CTOPOHBI B BEICHMeli CTeMeHH HelpaBHsIbHO 
WM Kak 3aTkKHysca! BooOme Ha BCIO AOpory. TH, KcTaTH, 
ClIpallMBall Ipo JIMKOBaHHe, H OH CKa3all, YTO MMKYIOT, Kora 
IpaBHJIbHBIM CaM HM KOTa BHAI UM 3Haelllb, YTO Apyrol 
— IIpaBHJIbHBI, HU YTO ITO He TpayMIMA, a Mpuposa, HO OH 


OyaeT MOMAaTE— 
— He Tpanuyna?.. 
— A Ipupoga. 
T'pull HevaouIro 3a yMasIcd Hay] STHM, IOTOM OTOTHasI MBICIIM. 
—Kopoye, cTayIH MeHATS AllepH, — C HOBLIMM CHyIaMH 


NpO/OWKMa HallapHuya. — Kya ee [eBaTb, MBI— a, BbI [BOE 
PHCOBaIH, YTOOLI CIIPOCHTE, cepa JM kyon, HM HbIOT cKa3all, 
UTO fa, HHaye 3a4eM ObI OH XOMMM Yepe3 m03. Tak... Ja, 
KOpoue, MBI ee MPOCTO OCTaBMJIH TYT, MOTOMY 4TO Kya OHA 
HeveTca. HbOT CKa3au, YTO NOTOM MOMOKET NOMMATE, Tak 
YTO BOT, 4 3acyHyla HbwTa B CKadaHyp 3a Wel, NOTOMY 
YTO MBI JYMaJIH, YTO MBI KPBIINKY MO/bIMeM, a OHA Kak 
JIOMaHeTCA, a OHA TaKas «4eTO BbI XOTHTE OT MHA, OTCTAHBTE 
BoOOMe», TaK YTO MBI €€ BLITACKHBAMM CHO, HO OHa Bpoye 
He NpOKycHla— CTOM, cayWali, KaK HacueT TeOa? 
— To HacueT MeHA? — OTCTaBall OT ee MBICIM Ip. 


OHH CXOJWIM IpoBepHTs cKadaHyp [putia; Ha NepyaTKax OBUIM 
[japanHHbl, HO IpOKYCOB He HallW10ce. 
— Hy BOT... BOJ[bI MBI eH OCTABHJIH B PIOMKaX, Ky3HEYHKOB 3THX 


“Right, and then you got sick at night, you moaned, fought back, 
Stalina told us you kept saying ”he’s here”... But I’m not gonna 
take it for consent to tell them everything! You— back then...” 

Grip nodded back, Thalia relaxed a bit. 

“When Stalina carried you to Maria, I checked up on Newt 
briefly 

“And?” 

“And he just sat there in the cage, quiet. I think that’s also 
when they called Derevyashko, because Stalina then told us 
to stay in our sections and refrain from all communications. 
I was terrified they'll never let me carry Newt back, tried to 
come up with something... Then Stalina wrote that you’ve got 
worse; then — that you died; then Derevyashko flew down, 
tired and furious, suspected everyone, myself included, told me 
I poisoned you wrong, then told me the poison was bad; no 
motive, no means, same as everyone else, I guess. I was up the 
wall by the time, but I really couldn’t think of anything better, 
so I just wrote him, right at dawn, that I'm sad about you and 
everything, but a mission is a mission, we have an appointment, 
and I’m going no matter what.” 

“Thank you very much,” Grip nodded. “For... not contriving 
anything else.” 

“J, uh... He wasn’t thrilled at all, but he’s got nothing on me, and 
in the end he even helped me carry Newt to the airlock himself. 

And then I dragged it all the way to the dome. Yeah. 

Grip expected her to continue. 

“Right. Then I let Newt out, he rejoiced for a long while, said he 


4 IIPOCTO CCbIMIasa TAM, TO 6aKOM, Hajfe1ocb, BCe HOPMasIbHO 
BBIIUIO... 


TpHl OcTaHOBHJICA NOIMApeTb Ha KleTKy. TaM M BIIpaByy 
OOHapyKHNaCcb MHOTOCTpapasibHad AlepHlla, OH ee IpocTo He 
3aMeTHII. AlepHija UX HIHOpHpoBala. DopMot TOMOBI OHA 
3aMeTHO OTIMYAaIAaCh OT HpITA. 


—... 3acyHyM Tyfa HbioTa 4 MOHeCIM IpaMHKOM K TeOe B 
KOMHAaTy. He cnamH B TY HOU CTamMua u JIu3a, TH paccKa- 
3bIBaJI HM Mp0 3Be3]04KY, OY JONILO, a HOTOM 3aABHI, 4TO 
Yflelb cilaTb. 1 TOKe MOUTH cpasy Moma, K ce6e, B CMBICIIE, 
XOTA ObUIO JNOOOMEITHO... 


OHH Mo4a JONI OOpaTHo 0 CepeHHBI. 


—Hy sot. Houpio teGe camo m0X0, TI CTOHaN, Apasica. 
CramMHa CKa3aila, UTO TEI MOBTOPAI YTO-TO BpOse «OH 30eCb», 
HO 4 He IIpHHHMalo 9TO 3a corylacHe 060 BceM paccKazaTb! 
TbI- TOF... 

[put KMBHyI HW TasiMa HeEMHOrO pacciabwace. 

— Oyuu pas, Kora CramMua Te6s MOHeCcHa, 1 METHYaCb IpoBe- 
puts Hpwta— 

—V kak? 

—TIIpocTo Tuxo cufen B KieTKe. Jymato, Tora Ke OHH H 
BLI3BaIH JlepeBAlKy, MOTOMY 4TO CTaIMHa Beylea HaM 
BCeM CHJeTb 10 CeKIMAM H BO3epKATHCA OT JHOOBIX KOMMY- 
HuKalHH. {1 Oommach, YTO MHe He JayT OTHECTH OOpaTHO 
HpioTa, WbITaacb 4TO-TO mpHpymats... Ilorom CtTaMHa 


understood nothing, but it was very interesting, that he wanted 
to see everything but saw almost nothing, that he can’t see great 
at all, but it was still interesting, that we really showed him the 
living place we sleep in, that you didn’t sleep, then you did, even 
though the sun was down, and then you left, then adults came 
in, and he was quiet, so that they don’t recognize him... He also 
rejoiced about Derevyashko carrying him and not recognizing 
him— though this guy wouldn’t recognize him even if he learned 
to say ‘Newt’. He asked why I’m alone and where’s the second 
one, I told him you can’t come today. I didn’t tell him you died, 
cause, like, how would I then explain that you're alive again? 
Then we chased the lizard-” 

“We?” 

“Yes. Thank cosmos it didn’t dig down, otherwise I have no idea 
what would I do. And that it didn’t escape in general. It actually 
just sat there, in the water’s shadow, but I blew it, so we had to 
chase it all over the dome, Newt drove it onto the glass and to 
the wall and I caught it there. Smashed my knees though,” she 
gestured towards her knees, with the suit visibly dirty. 

Grip looked at Newt, Newt was clearly bored. 

“Wait, you said you put Newt inside your suit the first time.” 

“Yeah, so that they don’t fight each other... and he doesn’t do 
anything stupid in general.” 

“And now you're saying you’re chasing the lizard together? 
Without the suit?” 

“I know, it doesn’t make much sense, but now I just couldn’t care 
less. Besides, we-I already knew it ain’t assaulting us as soon as 


HallMcayla, YTO Tebe CTalO XyKe; IOTOM — TO TbI yMep; 
NOTOM citycTusca JlepeBsALIKO, yCTaBINHH H O4eHb 3I10H, BCeX 
TOWOspeBall, BKM MeHA, TOBOPHI, TO A TeOA TO TOXO 
OTpaBHJ1a, TO IIOXHM 4[0M; HH MOTHBa, HH cloco6a, Kopoue. 
Kak H Y ApyTHx, HaBepHoe. A yxKe Ha cTeHKy Oba We3Tb 
TOTOBAa, HO HHYETO Jyulle He IPH yMasla, YeM HallHcaTb eMy 
Tepe, CaMBIM 3aKaTOM, YTO MHe Kalb HacueT TeOa H BCe 
TaKOe, HO MHCCHA CCT MHCCHA, HAM Ha3HauveHo HU A MOWy, 
UTO TaM HH ObIIO. 

— Orpomuoe cnacu60, — KuBuyn I'pun. — ... YTO He cTama 
HHYeTO BLIYMBIBaTb. 

— Al, 9... OH ABHO He B BOCTOpre OBL, HO WpoKaTH0. JlaxKe cam 
TIOMOF MHe JjoHecTH Hb10Ta JO W1103a. A MOTOM 4 eT BOOKA 
WO Kynoma. Hy Bor. 

T pH Kall IposowKeHHA. 

— Ja. Bamyctuna Hatta, 0H ONTO IMKOBaI, CKa3all, YTO CaM 
HMYeTO He MOHHMAET, HO OYeH ObVIO HHTEPeCHO, BCe XOTeN 
TOCMOTPeTb, HO OH MaJIO BHJeNI, WWIOXO BHYeN, HO BCe paBHO 
WuTepecHo. UTO MBI IpaByja WoKasaiH eMy .KHIHIe, rye 
CIMM, UTO THI He Cla, MOTOM Cla, XOTA CONHIe CHH3Y, 
NOTOM Yell, YTO B3POCIbIe XOAMIM, a OH MOAI, UTOOEI 
eTO He y3HaH... po Jlepepaliky ToxKe pasoBasca, YTO TOT 
e€TO HEC H He y3Hall— XOTA TOT BPA JIM ObI eFo y3HaII, Ke 
Hay4HCb OH TOBOPHTS «HbwT». CHpocHy, Mouemy A OHA 
Tle BTOPOW, A eMy CKa3aJla, YTO ThI CefONHA He MOKELLIb 
put. A emMy He CTasla TOBOPHTb, YTO THI YMep, a TO KaK 
IOTOM OOBACHATH, MOUeMY TEI KUBO? I]OTOM MbI TOHAIHCb 


3a AepHieH— 

— MpI? 

—Ja. XBayla KOCMOCY, OHa He CTaJla 3aKalIbIBaTbCad, MHaye 
BooOMe He 3Hal0, YTO ObI MbI ewatu. MV u3 Kymoua He 
cOe@xKamla. Cueyia CHauasla B TeHH OT BOJBI, HO 1 OONaKaIAach 
H TOHAJIMCb MBI 3a Heli 10 BceMy Kylomy. B uTore Hp10T 3arHal 
ee Ha CTeKIIO, a 1 NOMMana. M B keTKy. KomeHKu, NpaBya 
pa36uua... — MaXHyJla OHa Haj] 'pa3HbIMH KOeHAMH. 

T put riaHy Ha Hora, HbI0T ABHO 3acky4all. 

—Tloroyu, Tb %Ke TOBOPHIIb, TO B MepBbM pas Hwa B 
cKagdaHyp yOupamia. 

— YT06bI OHH He NOpanHce... H, B IPHAWHTe, YT06 He Melllasica. 

—A ceifyac, TOBOpHIb, BBI BABOeM ee OBMIM? V 6e3 
cKagdaHypa? 

—‘ 3Hal0, 3BY4HT He OYeHb NOTMYHO, HO MHe yxe OO 70 
JIaMIOUKH. K TOMY Ke, MbI— # yKe 3Hasa, YTO OHA He KHHETCH 
cpasy B aTaky. JJa uw 6e3 Hpwta a ObI WO CHX Top ee TYT 
JlOBMa. IIOTOM MBI Bce IMIH— 

— MpI? 

—Hbw0T, sljepuita u 4. Th paccK@KU, MOHATHO xe, YeM THI 
OTpaBHJIca? 

—Tlorogu Tat. Het, HemoHATHO. TowHee, HeMOHATHO OTKya 
OHO B3a0cb. la A cHa¥ama MoceyqHero MofO3speBaeMoro 
ompolly. 

Tputl MoBepHysicd K HBIOTY, IPHIMacHTebHO 3aHec Masel. 

—Tloyjo3peBaemoro? 

— Kak MHHHMyM CBHfeTeIA. 


we give it a chance. And I’m not sure I'd catch it without Newt. 
Then we all drank” 

“We?” 

“Me, Newt, and the lizard. Tell me, do you already know what's 
the poison?” 

“Not so fast. No, I don’t. I mean, they still don’t know where it 
came from. Let me question the last suspect first.” 

Grip turned to Newt and raised his finger invitingly. 

“A suspect?” 

“A witness, at the very least.” 

“I don’t think he could see much...” 


“(you] [see] | [do-show] [aforementioned’)” Grip wrote with little 
regard to the rules. 

“No light today,” Thalia said regretfully. 

“We'll manage. Especially if he clicks.” 

“(exist] {you’] | [you] [see]” Newt wrote after a short while. 

“(exist] {be-together] (I’] [I] [know] 
|[exist-not] [be-together-not] (I’] [I] [know-not]” 

Grip continued the sloppiness. 

Newt froze in place. 

“(exist] [down-in] [sun’] | [you] [sleep] {living place-in|’ Grip 
wrote upside down towards himself, as if there was someone 
else talking to him, and encouraged Newt to continue with a 
slide of a finger above the sand. 


“(exist] {inside-in] [I’] | [IJ [see-not] [you’]” 
Grip didn’t react, deep in his thoughts, and Newt followed up 


— He jlyMai0, 4TO emy CHH3y ObIIO MHOTO BHAHO... 


— [THI] [BuyeTH] | [MOKa3bIBa-H] [BEIMeyMOMAHyTOe’] — Hava 
I'puii, He 0co60 3amopayHBasich IpaBaylaMH. 

— Ceroyua 63 cBeTa, — C COKAICHHeM CKa3asia Taya. 

— Kak-Hu6y7b cipaBuMmca. OcobeHHo eciM TpellaTb OyzeT. 

—|cylecTBoBaTs] [THI] | [TBI] [BAZeTb] — He cpa3y OTBeTUT 

HbwT. 

— |cylljecTBoBaT3] [cOBMeCTHIH] [1’] [a] [3HaTb] 

CYI€CTBOBaTb-He] [COBMeCTHBIM-He] [a’] [a] [3HaTb-He] — 

TIpOOKA BOUHOCTH pun. 

HIT 3aMep. 

— |cylljecTBoBaTS] [BHH3-B] [COHIe’] 

TbI] [cats] [KANHNe-B] — Hanucan ITpun kK cee H BBEpX 
HoraMu, 6yTO ObI C HAM TOBOPHII KTO-TO elle, a 3aTeM 
pusBal HbloTa K AMaNOTy, MpoBeya OT HeTO K CeOe NaJIbIeM 
Haj] IeCKOM. 

— |cylljecTBoBaT3] [BAYTpE-B] [9’] | [a] [BHeTb-He] [THI’] 

TlorpyKeHHEIH riy6oKo B pazqyMba, [pul He pearupoBal, 4 

HIT IpOAODKUII CaM: 

— |ThI] (caTb-He] [HATH] | [s] [caTb-He] [MATH-He| 

Ege ofa ourad May3a, elle OME IpHryalaioui K pasroBopy 

OKECT. 

—|cylecTBoBaTb] [3ByKY’] 

BBIMeYNOMAHYTOE’ | 

— IITvonku, — yBepeHHo 3asBvsa Tau — [3ByK] [MepBBIi{] | 

3BYK] [BTOPOH-NH? | 

— [nBa| 


[CHIbHEIH} | [a] [XoTeTb-He| 


with: 

“(you] [sleep-not] [go] | [I] [sleep-not] [go-not]” 

Another pause, another slide of encouragement from Grip. 

“(exist] {sounds’] [be-strong] | [I] [want-not] [aforementioned’)’ 

“Pods,” Thalia has stated confidently. “[sound] [be-first] | [sound] 
[be-second-?|” 

“(two)” Newt replied. 

“Wait-wait-wait, I don’t get it. Why two sounds?” 

“That’s fine. One with Derevyashko, and one sent up to even it out. 
So that we have two down here.” 

Grip kept waiting until Newt ran outwards and continued 

inwards: 

“(exist-not] [you’] 

| [exist] {be-olds’]” 

Grip tapped the sand impatiently, prompting Newt to run closer 

at first to see what’s happening. He then understood there won’t 

be new writing or anything and wrapped it up: 

“lexist] (living place-in] [you-of] [I’] 

exist] (living place-in] [here-in] [I’]’ 

Grip started composing something, re-imagining and amending 

it on the fly: 

“(exist] (living place-in] |I-of] [danger’| 
|[you] [know-?] (danger’] [aforementioned]” 

Newt started running before replying: 

“(1] [know-not] [danger’ 

| [exist-?] [inside-in] [danger’]” 

“Could it get into the cage?” Thalia asked, worried. 


—Tlocrou, norogu, novemy Ba? 

— He, Bce HOpMasIbHO. OHH c JepeBaAKOH, HW OAM OOpaTHO, 
YTOOBI BEIPOBHATS. UTOObI CH3y OBUIO WBa... Be. II MOMKU. 

[pum Kall Jabile, TaK UTO HEIOT OTOe KAI H MpPOMOWKUM: 

— |cyllecTBOBaTb-He] [THI’] | [cyljecTBOBaTS] [cTapble’| 

[pHi HeTeplenMBo MOcTyYa MaubeM MO MWecky, 43-3a YerO 

HBIOT TofOexKaN OMKe, MOCMOTpeTS, UTO IpoucxomMT. A Kora 

NOH, YTO HHCaTb eMy He COOMpPAIOTCA, TO 3AKOHUHM TAK: 

— [cylecTBoBaTp] [>KHMUIe-B] [TBOH] [1’] 

CYMecTBOBATS] [KHMHMe-B] [ctofa-B] [1] 

[pull IpHHAICA MMCaTh, NepesqyMbIBad H NepelHcelBad M0 XO/ly: 

— |cylljecTBoBaTS) [KHHUIe-B] [MOH] [oMacHOCTS’] 

TI] [3HaTb-JH?] [OMaCHOCTS’} [BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOE| 

HbI0T moGerasl H OTBETHIT: 

— |s] [sHaTb-He] [OMacHOCTE’ | 

CYI[€CTBOBATE-JIM?| [BHYTPb-B] [OMaCHOCT’] 

—Morno oxo nonacTb B KeTKy? — o6eciOKOeHHO ciipocuia 
Tamms. 

— He ucxtroueno, — casa I'pu. 

— Kak y3HaTb? — yjaBuia Taya. 

—IIpockanupyem kueTKy, — peu pun.— Ecuu Her, TO HeT. 
[MBI] [3HaTb-He| 

— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [BHYTps-B] | [CyIjeCTBOBaTb-He] [OMacHOCcTs’] 
— oTBeTHI HBIOT. 

TasIMa HepBHO MepeOupana Masbramu. I'pui cMOTpesl Ha MecoK, 

T1O/PKaB TyOBI. 


— [a] [Moub-71H?] (apTH’) — cnpocum HewT. 


“I don’t know.” 

“How do we make sure?” 

“Let’s scan the cage,” Grip decided after a brief pause. “If it’s not 
there, it’s not there. [we] | [know-not]” 

“(exist] {inside-in] | [exist-not] [danger’]” Newt replied. 

Thalia twiddled nervously. Grip stared at all the recent writing, 

lips pursed. 


“(I] [can-?] [go’|” Newt asked after a while. 

“Can he?” 

“He had a long day,” Grip replied, his hand already writing the 
same old: 

“(exist] {up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

|[exist-not] [here-in] [we’] (exist] {here-in} [we’]” 

“(exist] {up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

|[exist-not] [here-in] [I’] [exist] [here-in] [I’]” Newt didn’t wait for 
his turn, finished earlier and used the spare time to add: “[yous] 
(be-proper] | [I] [be-proper]’ before running away. 

“At least he liked it,” Grip stood up with Thalia’s help. 

“Now I’m really worried about the cage’s, uh, protection,” Thalia 
sighed. “What have we learned about it?” 

“It’s not a virus, it’s some other small thing that can be anywhere, 
like, on your skin, and then it gets inside, and your brain has an 
allergy. At least mine has.” 

“And what about a cure?” 

“Sorta, there will be one soon. The kind to take in advance. There 
is one, it’s dangerous, but they'll send us something better.” 


— OTnycTum? 

— Y Hero ObUI THKEMEIM JeHb, — OTBeTHIT pun, a cam yKe MMCal 
puTyaybHoe: 

— |cyllecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] [comHIe’] [cyIjecTBOBaTb] [BHH3-B] 

COuHIe’| 

CYMeCTBOBaTb-He] [cloj{a-B] [MbI’] [cymecTBOBaTb] [cloja-B] 

MET} 

— |cyllecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] [comHe’] [cyIjecTBOBaTb] [BHH3-B] 

COuHIe’| 

CYI€CTBOBATE-HE] |c¥0Jfa-B] (A’] [CyIfecTBOBaTS] [clopfa-B] [1’] 

Hei0T He JoxKupanca Tpuma, a ObICTPO BbIBeN PAyJOM IPHIHCKY: 

— |BbI] [IpaBHMBHBI] | [91] [TpaBHIbHBIi] 

Vi yoexam. 

— Xora ObI emy NOHpaBHIIOcb, — cKa3an I'pun. 

— A Tellepb NepexKuBal0 H3-3a KWleT—... KIETKH Kak 3allHTbl, — 
BaybIxasla Tanua. — UTO MbI Ipo ITy WITyKy 3HaeM? 

— 9TO He BUpyc. ITO KaKkas#-TO MelIKad LITyKa, KOTOpPad MOKET 
OITE Ye YOLHO, Ha KOK, CKMKEM, a IOTOM Nonayaet BHYTPb 
HY Mosra Ha Hee aumeprus. Ilo kpattHeli Mepe y MoeTo. 

— A JleKapCTBO eCTb? 

— Tuma Toro, cKopo 6yyeT. Takoe, 4TO Halo IPHHATH 3apaHee. 
Tloka HeOes0nacHoe, HO IPHUWNOT Wye. 


KileTKa OKa3alacb HEOKHJAHHO Merk, OyATO 4TO-TO Bec 
B Heli B OCHOBHOM MecOK. TasIMa MpeqioKusa JOBONOY ee 
oOpaTHO camow, HO Tpuny Tak JepKaTb paBHOBecHe OBIIO 
TOMKO Jerue. Ha 6a3e OHH Cpa3sy NOHECTH ee B NaGopaTopun, 
HO Mapu TaM yoke He ObUIO, TaK YTO OHH MpPOcTo ocTaBHIH 


The cage was surprisingly light, as if sand was the only heavy 
part of it. Thalia offered to drag it back alone, but Grip actually 
felt more stable when carrying it. Back on the ship they brought 
the cage straight to the lab, but Maria wasn’t there, so they just 
left it inside by the entrance, all in silence. Thalia left for her 
room, Grip went to the canteen, and took a seat across Dmytro 
Ivanovich. 


“And where's Maria?” 

“Sleeping. Should we wake her up?” 

“no, no rush,” Grip took long pauses to think everything 
through. “We brought a cage, it also was in my room. We need 
to scan it.” 

“Tl pass it along. What do you think?” 

“Could it be so that lizards aren’t sentient, but it’s mushrooms in 
their heads that are?” 

“Could it be so that you need to get some sleep?” Derevyashko 
asked calmly. “You... relapsing already or what? Leave sentient 
mushrooms to Maria, I’m asking what do you think of your 
murder?” 

“Come on, nobody has a reason to kill me. Must be an accident.” 

“Sure. Touched something nasty and scratched your nose, 
happens to the best of us. Have you washed your hands?” 

Grip left reluctantly. 


“OK, now let’s get serious,” Dmytro Ivanovich continued when 
Grip returned. 
“I am dead serious. Stupid way to kill me, plus nobody gains 


e€ B NpOxojle, H BCe 3TO MOJIYa, He OOMOMIBHBIIMCb HH CJIOBOM. 
Tama yua K ce6e, a [pun — B cTOMOBY10, rye cel HalpoTuB 
HepeBalliKo. 


— Arye Mapua? 

— Cunt. Pa36yquTb? 

—... HeT, HeT, He cpouHo, — pum nogonry Moat, YTOOEI BCe 
oOjyMaTb. — MbI IpHHeciH KuleTKy, OHa TOKE Oba B Moe 
KOMHare. Hajjo ee IpocKaHHpoBatTs. 

— A Tepeyjam. UTo Aymaelltb? 

—A MOXeT OBITS, 4TO 9TO He AMepHIbI pasyMHBbI, a KakHe- 
HOY IpHObI y HAX B owOBe? 

—A MOxeT TeOe I0CIaTb MOTH, NOKa OATS He NepeyTo- 
MHJIcd? — cmpocu cioKowHo JlepesamKo. — JlaBait 
IIpO pa3syMHble TpHObI TH ToKe y Mapu cipocuup. IIpo 
yOUHCTBO CBOe UTO [yYMaellIb? 

—la He yOuBayI MeHA HUKTO, KOMy 3T0 Hao? HecuactTHElit 
cnyuait. 

—Yry, ByLAMasIcd BO UTO-TO HM HOC NOYeCaM, C KeM He ObIBaeT. 
PYKH OMI? 

Tputl NOcMyWHO yes. 


— A cepbe3Ho? — mpogoupKu Jmutpo Msanosny, Korga [pun 
3alllel O6paTHo. 

—A cepbesHo, — orTseTu IpHl. — co cMepTbio He IyTAT. 
Cr0co6 AypaljkKuii, A HAKOMY HHKaKOH BBITOLBI. 

— Tasma ropopuia 6e3 Tebs c AllepHiaMu. 

— Hatleyatali BbI MeHA paHblile, NOMA ObI CO MHOM. 


anything.” 

“Thalia got some time with the lizards.” 

“Have you printed me earlier, she wouldn’t even get that.” 

“What if you learned something—” 

“What do I know that Thalia doesn’t?” 

“—and threatened to tell the world-” 

“Should’ve then printed me back and pretended nothing 
happened.” 

“OK, wow, we’ve got a mastermind on our hands,” Derevyashko 
replied, masking his fascination with mockery. “Let me see, 
you'd need just about everyone in cahoots, myself included... 
Reports— thirty k of energy, among other things... OK, breathe 
easy, I don’t know either. If labs back Maria’s claims, it does 
look like an improbable accident then. I’m unsure about Thalia, 
but others don’t lie. Omit — yes, divulge too much — also yes,” 
he smiled. “But they don’t lie. Looks like I've hopped here just 
to write one very expensive report about you scratching your 
nose the worst way ever imaginable, before disincarnating.” 

Grip let out a relieved smile. 


“Speaking of which, let me vent to you a little,” Derevyashko 
continued. 

Grip shifted pose again, all ears. 

“That’s the first time I split up... Ialways knew it’s a horrible idea, 
that I never want to and never should, and then it turned out 
precisely like I thought, you know, because it is what I thought, 
and what I am thinking now,” he scoffed bitterly. “Didn’t want 
to, never planned to. It was just a bad day. I’m on edge already, 


— UTO eC THI 4TO-TO y3HasI— 

— ero 4 3H a0, 4ero He 3Hala Obl Tamua? 

— —H IIpHrpo3v pasbosTaTp. 

— O4, pactteyaTasH Ob! H CielaIM BALL, YTO A HAYeFO He Mpony- 
CTHII. 

—Bo dantasep. Jla THI y Hac — 300HbIMi reHul, — Bleyar- 
JMJICA HM HeMOBKO 3aMaCKHpoOBal 9TO TO HacMellKy 
JlepepamKko. — TyT HW KeH 3aroBop BOOOLIe BCex, BKTIOVAT 
MeHA. OTUeTHI, OFHOH 3HEPrHH TpHALaTS KuAO... JlaqHo 
BbIJOXHH, 1 TOKE He 3Hal0, YTO TYT y Bac OBUIO. Ecnu B 
na6opaTOpHu MopTBepyAT copa Mapuy, To u paps Bce 
CKlabIBaeTCd, KaK MaJlOBepOATHAd cy4atHocTs. Hacyer 
Taw He 3Hal0, a OCTaJIbHbIe He BpyT. HeoroBapHeBaior, 
WMMHero TOBOPAT, — yblOHyIcd oH. — Ho He BpyT. 
KakeTca, IpHcKakall @ MHMcaTb danTacTHueckH foporot 
OTUET O TOM, KaK KOCMHUeECKH Heyja4Ho Tb HOC Moyeca. A 
IOTOM pa3BOIJIOUYCb... 

T'pum o6meruenHo yiblOuysca. 


— [Jali 4 Te6e Ha 2KH3Hb HEMHOTO IOKAMyI0Cb. 

[pum Osu Becb BHUMaHHe. 

—A Befb B TepBbI pa3 pa3sqBaHBalocb... — MpOOJDKMI 
7lepepammko. — Bceryja 3Hall, YTO WOxXad 3TO Hex, 4TO 
He XOUy HM He Halo, M BCe OKa3a/I0Cb POBHO Tak, KaK 4 Ul 
TYMall, HY, HOTOMY YTO 9TO A TaK H AyMall, uM ceiyac TaK Ke 
Malo... — rOpbKO yCMexHyJIcd OH. — A H Celfyac He xoTell, 
H He coOupasica BoBce. IInoxol JeHb, MpocTo. CHAM Kak Ha 
HTONKaX, OJHOTO areHTa Besly, CO BTOPLIM CBA3b Mpolayaer, 


leading one agent through, then we lose connection to another 
one. Full alert, do we assemble a team or not, do we even need 
an extraction— and then I’m told you had a mental breakdown 
and lost your mind. I’m gonna be honest with you, I was dismis- 
sive at first. Thought you'd just come to senses or something, 
and then Aksat— Aksat Dzhonatanovich barges in, all like: ‘you 
still here? drop everything, your envoy’s been poisoned.’. So I, 
OK, not dropped, more like threw my phone at him: ‘what am I 
gonna do, tear myself in half?’, and, wait for it, that smug poser 
catches it, pretends like he’s checking it: ‘funny you should ask, 
look at all these clearances’, imagine that? They didn’t let me do 
anything before the scan—” 

Grip nodded with extra compassion. 

“and now I’m here, and all those problems are suddenly no 
longer my problems, and so is my son, and my wife, and my 
entire little life. And it’s not like anything changed... nothing 
has, but... the knowledge that I’m not real, just an empty shell 
with a single function left — write a report... So, spetsnaz- 
copies? Do not recommend, wholeheartedly, that whole concept 
is sick in the head.” 

“... well, not like I’m being offered to...” 

“You've got all your life ahead, so...” Dmytro Ivanovich trailed 
off. “Sorry for getting carried away, and thanks for listening me 
vent.” 

“Nah, no problem. I don’t mind, really. I'd go to bed actually, but 
I don’t know where to.” 

“Ah... and what are you waiting for? Just ask Stalina— wait, I’m 


BCe Ha yIlax: cOOupaTb Ipylny, He coOupaTs, BbITACKHBATS, 
He BbITaCKMBaTb— H TYT MMIWyT, Mon, y [puna HepBHBlit 
CpbIB H OH C yMa COllem. 1, YeCTHO CKa3aTb, CHaYala BOOOMe 
OTMAXHYJICA, JYMaul, CaMO KaK-HHOyb paccoceTcs, HM TYT 
AxcaT— AkcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY 3aX0ZHT, H Cc Mopora: «Yero 
paccestca? Bpocait Bce, Nocia TBOerO TpaBaHyH!» Hy # B 
Hero TemedoHOM UM Opocu: «Ja YTO MHe, NOpBaTECA YTO 
mH?» A OH, 103ep TaKOH, Teneo MOMMaI, 3arAHYy B HeTO, 
Kak B CBOH, H TaKOH: «Kak 3a0aBHO, TO THI CIHPOCHII, TYT Kak 
pa3 Bce pa3pelleHua», He, HY Ipey{cTaBb? Boole HUYerO He 
aJIM MHe CjlelaTb Hepey CKaHOM, H BOT A TYT— 

[pull 3aKHBall OCOOeHHO NOHMMalvLe. 

—-H Bce Te MpoOeMbI Cpa3y CTaH He MOH, a elle CbIH MOH 
cTaJI He MOH, H KeHa MOA — He MOS, H DKU3Hb Mod GepoBad. 
Vi Bpojfe He MOMeHANOCL-TO HHYETO... a HHYeFO H He MOMeHA- 
NOCb... HO TEI 3Haelb, YTO HeHACTOMMMH, H OCTamacb OT TeOA 
OyHa CKopyyna, c OMHOM pyHKWHeH — oTYeT HalMcaTb u 
Bce... Kopoue, cileljHa3KOMNHU: OT BCeH /{yIIH He peKOMeHALYI0, 
TlapIMB0e 9TO jfeN0. 

— [a MHe HHKTO H He IIpeyiaraer. 

— Kakue TBON rofl... — yuen B ce6a J[mMuTpo MpaHosuy. — ... 
agHO, 4TO 3To a. CacH60, 4TO BEICIyMAN. 

— Tloxanylicta, — orBetun I pun.— Mue HetpysHo. A ObI claTb 
NOWed, ja He 3Halo Kyla. 

—A.. A vero Knemb? Hanumu CTramwHe— ceuac, 1 CaM 
HallMlly, — NOTAHYJICA OH 3a TeedOHOM. — Y MeHA Ke Ta 
Ke... 


gonna ask her..” he reached out for the phone. “I’ve got the 
same...” 


“Yeah, and please, don’t get carried away with the immortality,” 
he returned to the conversation. 

“No, no, I don’t plan to. I take it, it was super unpleasant to, uh, 
past me—” 

“Exactly.” 

“but I can’t promise to not die, until I'm getting told, like, what 
exactly am I supposed to avoid!” Grip waved his hands in the 
air. 

“Yeah, good enough for me.” 

“Let’s go, boys,” Stalina spoke up from the door frame. 

“Don’t worry, Grip, nobody's blaming you. We are worrying about 
you. Just do what’s in your hands.” 


She led both of them beyond the teleports. Another bland room, 
another huge bed. “Let’s sleep on it,” Grip muttered, as he was 
scaling it, then lied on his back, processing two days for one. 


— TBI 3TO, GeccMepTHeM He yBMeKalica, — BepHYJICA K pasro- 
Bopy JjepeBsallKo. 

— He, ue, 4 He coOuparocs. A Tak MOHAN, ITO OUeHb HEMPHATHO, 
Tpouwiomy MHe— 

— BorT-BOT. 

——HO 4 He oGellaio He MOMUpaTh, NOKa MHe He CK@KYT, Yero 
MHe, COOCTBeHHO, He jleaTb! — 3amMaxall pyKamu I'pun. 

— Ja, Ja, MeHa ycTpoHt. 

—Tlofijjem, MasIb4unkUu, — Io3Basla OT ABepH CTamHHa. 

— He nepexusait, put, HUKTO TeOs He BHHHT. MBI Bce HepexkKu- 
Baem. ITpocto emai, TO MOKeLIb. 


Ona yBeJla HX 3a TeylelopTsl. Eye ofHa HHKaKad KOMHata, elle 

OJ[Ha KPOBaTb He M10 pasmepy. 

—YTpo Beyepa myy{peHee, — npobopmotan I'pun, prIBKOM 
Bylesad Ha Hee, H MepeBepHYJICd Ha CIMHy. CerosHA IpescTo- 
SIO OCMBICIIMT IeJIbIX J[Ba JIHA. 


(Not) entrusted 


The phone was missing altogether, as was the night stand. Even 
without a clock, it was clear as day though: the resurrection 
threw Grip’s struggling sleep pattern out of the window. 


He picked the suit from the footboard and trudged to the shower 
to come to senses, change into clean clothes and wash off that 
deadly substance that could be anywhere. On his way back Grip 
peeked into the canteen. Irakli Kosmovich put down the tube and 
smiled back. 

“Banana?” 

“Good morning. Banana.” 

“Banana!” 

Grip dove into the drawer, fetching a yellow one for himself. 
“Guess we'll have to do powers again...” Irakli stated. 

“... algebra?” 

“Yeah, algebra.” 

“Give me, like, fifteen minutes? Who knows what extra paper- 


(He) Haq@xKHbI 


Tenedoua He ObI0, KaK H TyMOOUKH B Tes0M. Ho u 6€3 BCAKHX 
¥aCOB ObUIO NOHATHO, YTO BCeEMH 3THMH BOCKpelleHHAMH PexKHM 
aa I'pumt cede cOum HayncTo. 


Ox 3a6pal YHCTHIM KOCTIOM H MOWWenal B YI: OTMBITECA OT 
CMePpTeJIbHOH OMaCHOCTH, MOTeHIMaIbHO NO/KUAaloMehH rye 
YTOJHO, IPHTH B cebs, Mepeosetca. Ha o6paTHom nyTH pun 
3aLIAHYI B CTOMOBY1O, Ie B Kpecie OOe/aJl KENTLIM TIOOHKOM 
Mpaxnuit Kocmosuy. 

— bananosoe? 

— Jlo6pprii fens! Bananosoe. 

— bananosoe! 

[pull HEIPHYI B IIKad, JOOLITS ceOe Takoe Xe. 

— CTelleHH Tellepb 3aHOBO IPOXOJHTE... 

—... amreOpy? 

— Anre6opy, Ja... 

— A 06a3aTeIbHO 3alfy, HO MHHYT Yepe3 IATHAMMAaTh, WayHo? 


work awaits me.” 

“What's Derevyashko here for, ifnot paperwork?” Irakli grunted. 
“Make him do it for you.” 

Grip left uplifted and content. 


He tiptoed into his previous room to carefully pick up the phone, 
full to the brim with documents Maria has forwarded. Here’s a 
wall of text in incomprehensible English... here’s a shorter one, 
with highlights and comments. Grip reluctantly turned the trans- 
lator on and frowned, toggling it back and forth... 


... has discovered well-studied, understudied and unknown 
microorganisms (M. Stinner: same as the last scan, for 
you and Thalia alike) incapable of inducing a sustained 
autoimmune reaction. 


Reverse simulation of the early stage of the autoimmune 
reaction suggests an asymmetric development profile with 
the origin tracing back to the left ear, left nostril or one of 
the root canals. 


Identification, synthesis and reintroduction largely confirms 
the originally defined symptomatology. 


Suggested effect under immune suppression (simulated): 
neural inhibition (M. Stinner: of what?) of low intensity. 
Onset symptoms: fatigue, constipation, drowsiness. 


The next report was impenetrable even with the translator. Grip 
gave up after it dawned on him that the titular “agent” referred 


Mano 11H Kako elle GyMaxKHOH paooTsI MHe TaM TO/KHHYIIM. 
— A Jlepepamixo Te6e Ha YTO? — JOBONBHO KpaKHy Upaknuit 
Kocmosuy. — Yero MTaHbl MpOCWKUBAT, MYCTb 3a Teds 
OTUeTHI NMIMET. 
T'pHIl ye JOBOJIBHBIM H BOOYIMeBeHHBIM. 


Teme@ou, aKKypaTHO H3ByleYeHHbI 3 CTapol KOMHATHI, ObLT 
TOIOH NepecwaHHbIX MapHvett FOKyMeHToB. BoT OoNbIMOH OTUeT 
Ha 3yOOpOOHTeIBHOM aHIMHCKOM 6€3 e{MHOM KapTHHKH. 
Bot! KopoTKui, MOHATHee, a HECKOMIBKO CTPOK BBIeeHO UH 
OCTaBNI¢HEI KOMMeHTapuu. [pul HeXOTA BKINOUHI HepeBOYHK, 
CXMYPWICH, NOMepeKMOUA eTO Tya-cio7a.... 


O6HapyICeHbl XOPOWO U3YYeHHble, HEdOCMAaMOUHO UZyYeH- 
Hole U HeUuzBeCMHvIE MUKPOOpeaHusMoel (M. CmuHHep: maK 
Ie, KAK U 6 NDOULIOM CKaHe, Méoem U Tanuu), HecnocobHble 
eblzeamb —camonoddeprueaiouyocaA ayMOUMMYHHyiO 
peaxyuno. 


O6pamuoe Modenuposanue paHHell cmaduu paseumua 
aymoummMyxHol peakyuu npednonaeaem acummempuunolil 
npoguls paseumuA C 3QHeECeHUeM OYAea Yepe3 NeBOe YXO, 
HO3Op10 WAL OOUH U3 3YOHIX KAHAN. 


Hoenmuguxayuan, cuxme3 u noemopxoe execeHue no 
Oonbuetl Yacmu nodmeepxcdaem pavee yKa3QHHYI0 
cumnmomamuky. 


TIpednonoxcumenvueiti aigexm npu ummMyHonodaenenuu 
(cumynsayusn): Hetipouneudumop (M. Cmunuep: 4e20?) HU3KOIL 


to neither him nor the poison, but some other substance with an 
unpronounceable mess for a name. 


The string of forwarded documents was topped off with a 
message: “come to the lab, I’ll explain it”. An offer Grip gladly 
took. 


He managed to catch a glimpse of something disorienting bright 
red and green— must’ve been false colours —on Maria’s screen 
before she noticed him and flinched the picture close. The cage 
wasn’t there. 


“How're you feeling?” 

“Fatigued, drowsy, not constipated,” Grip flaunted new words at 
her. 

“So, you’ve read that one already,” she smiled, amused. “Have 
you understood the rest?” 

“Almost nothing, to be honest.” 

‘It’s simple, really. That thing you’ve overreacted to the 
day before is otherwise harmless for you, almost certainly 
harmless...” 

Dmytro Ivanovich appeared at the door frame. Grip waved at 

him, and so did Maria. 

“... whom it does affect though, is lizards, but the effect is a rather 
mild one. Like, two glasses of wine would have on him,” she 
tilted her head at Derevyashko: “A long shot from being lethal.” 

She let out a string of impressive-sounding terms that... probably 

described the effect on wine on adults, in scientific English? 

“Local lizards?” Grip nodded as if he understood it all. 


UHMeHCUBHOCMU. Tlepeuunpie CUMNMOMBI: NOBbILMEHHAR 
YMOMIACMOCMb, 3ANOP, COHMUBOCMb. 


CneqyioMHH OTYeT Ob HeNpOHHMaeM H Yepe3 MepeBosUHK. 
[pum cyjaica, Koryja MOHAN, YTO «areHT» — 93TO He OH, H aKe 
He TO, YeM OH TpaBaHyscd, a KaKOe-TO Apyroe BellecTBO C 
HeBbITOBAPHBaeMBIM Ha3BaHHeM. 


Yepeyja MepeciaHHEIX JOKYMeHTOB ObIJIa yBeHUaHa Bce Gosee H 
Oouee IPHBMEKATEbHEIM pes IOKEHHEM: «3AX00U 6 MAbopamo- 
pun, O66ACHIO». 


[pull yclesI pasrmayeTb Ha 3KpaHe YTO-TO BbIPBHT1a3HO KpacHo- 
3elleHoe — B KH3HH TaKHX UBeTOB He ObIBaeT — pee Ye 
Mapua 3ameruma ero HM pe3KO yOpana KapTHHKy. KneTKu He 
OBLIO. 


— Kak camouyecmeue? 

— Ymomulen, conmué, HO 6e3 3anopa, — OnecHyn I pun HOBLIMU 
COBaMH. 

— Yuman yore, 3HauUM, — yIbIOHYyIacb OHa. — Mxozo nouan? 

— Ta noumu HuYeeo, ecnu YecmHo. 

— Ha camom dene, 6ce npocmo. Ima wmykKoeuxa, Ha Komopyio 
mbl mak OypHO ompeaeuposan, cama no cebe Ona mebA 
6ezepedua, NOUMU HABEPHAKA... 

B BepHOM IIpoeme HapucoBatica JImMutTpo Vseanosny. Ipun 

ToMaxall eMy pykoH, Mapua Tore. 

—... @ BOM HA KOz0 OHA enunem, MAK 9MO HA AWepUuU, HO 
cna6o. Maxcumym — kak emy 0ea cmakana euxa, — Mapua 


“Of course.” 


Derevyashko stepped closer, moved by the scientific mini- 

convent unfolding in front of him. 

“We haven’t figured out— largely, because we haven’t done 
much at all -where have you managed to run into it. Could you 
breathe it in with the local air?” 

“Huh?” 

“Have you ventured outside without your suit on?” 

“Why?.. Although... I can’t be sure, I...” 

“209? 

“... don’t remember, like, a day and a half?” 

“Oh,” Maria accepted the argument. “Right. I should be asking 
Thalia. Although, she would’ve mentioned that. Anyway, 
about these reports. They still haven’t told me how typical the 
response is, but they’ve sent in the first targeted suppressant.” 

“Suppressant?” 

‘I inject it, you stop reacting so violently. To that thing, and 
millions of other ones, but not all of them.” 

Grip wasn’t comfortable with her holding something back. 

“... Thanks, but, you said there will be a better one? IJ think I'll 
wait for a better one.” 

“As you wish. Worst case, we print another you,” Maria answered 
calmly. 

“So, was he the only test subject so far?” Dmytro Ivanovich asked 
offhandedly. 

“Wait, was it tested on me?” 

“Yeah, that’s what I said.” 


KHBHYyJla B CTOpoHy Jepessamko. — Ipexm Oanexo He 
cmepmelbHobll. 
Oxa BEI Jala Tpeyib U3 BUeYaTIAIOUAX HayYHO 3ByYallHx TepMH- 
HOB. BHJJMMO, TaK Ha Me/[MIMHCKOM aHIJIMHCKOM 3By4aJIv [Ba 
cTaKaHa BHHAa. 
— Mecmnoux awepuy? — yTounu T'pu. 
— Pa3symeemca. 


TlepeBpaliko offolent noOuMWKe, YMHJIAACb 3TOMY MHHH- 

KOHCHJIMYMy. 

— Mol ewe He @blACHULAU— @ OCHOBHOM nomomy, 4MO He OUeHb-MO 
U NbIMANUC —2de Mbl 6 IMy LUMyKy enAnanca. Moeno Ovimb 
MAK, UMOObI Mbl Ce BOOXHY C MECMHbLM BO30YXOM? 

—A? 

— He 6podun no naaneme 6e3 cxagiaxopa? 

—TIIouemy?.. Xoma... A He yeepeH, 4... 

—??? 

—... He NOMHIO, Muna, noumu nonmopa OHA? 

—A, — corslacuylacb c apryMeHTom Mapua. — Touno. Imo 
Hado Tanuwo cnpauueams. Xomax oA MOYO Obl paccKa- 
sana. Kopoue, omyembl amu. Yeeo Mbl mak U He 3HaemM, 
9mO HACKONeKO mUNUYHAa MBOA peaKYUA, HO Nnepébiit 
HanpaeneHHolli OenpeccaKm ye NPUCNANU. 

—]Tenpeccanm? 

— J e20 me6e Konto, a Mbi Gombe MAK OypHO He peaeupyeulb. 
Hu Ha my Wmyky, HU HA MUJUIUOHDbI OpyeUux, HO yore He NDAM 
Ha 6ce. 

[pull yOBHJI HEKOTOPY!0 HENIOBKOCTS, HeJOCKa3aHHOCTE. 


“They've printed more copies of me? Just to test this thing?” 

‘Not the full copies, no. A brain and some spine should suffice, 
shouldn’t they?” Derevyashko looked at Maria, expecting a 
confirmation. “Sure there’s no use in printing legs to test the 
neuroimmune response.” 

Maria stared at him disapprovingly, but did not object. 

“So, any ideas where you caught it?” 

“No, nobody mentioned any new substances. Besides, how would 
I know? If it’s microscopic—” 

“It sure is,” Maria interjected. “Scanning the cage takes ages.” 

“Good, because when our gecko ran away last night-” 

“Have you let it out?” Derevyashko inquired. 

“Yeah.” 

“What for?” Maria went nervous. 

“The oth— the ambassador wanted to touch it.” 

“Good cosmos, touch it?” 

“Yes... that’s why we asked for a lizard! He wanted to touch a fish, 
but couldn't.” 

Maria grabbed her head. 

“Has it?” 

“What?” 

“Touched it. Have you seen them come into contact?” 

“No, I was here. When I came to the dome last night, it was in the 
cage.” 

“Why though? I should’ve thought that scenario through...” 

“Why not? It’s harmless, isn’t it? Unlike that fish- have you seen 
its teeth? We need to keep him interested, that’s why we’re 


—... NACUBO, KOHEUHO, HO Bbl 2080puU, uMo 6ydem U Nonyuue? 
A, HaBepHoe, NOGoHCOy. 

— Kak cxasewb. B xydwem cnyyae ewe Haneyamaem, — 
CHOKOHHO OTBeTHIa Mapua. 

—TIToKa monbKo Ha Hem UCNbIMbIBAU? — MAMOXOJIOM CIIpOcH 
7\mutpo UsaHosuu. 

—B cmoicne, «Ha MHe»? 

— Hy eom mak, 0a. 

—Oxnu pacneyamanu ewe Konuii mexa? IIpocmo umo6ol 
ucnblmamb JeKapcmé6o? 

—Hy ne npam xonull, Hem. Mo3z, uymb-uymb cnuHHozO, 
mak? — JlepeBAIIKO BONPOCHTeIbHO NOcMoTpell Ha Maputo 
— He HytHbl ce OA 9MO0ZO, CKAHEM, HOU... 

Mapva cmotpela Ha Hero C HeogsoOpeHHem, HO CIIOpHTb He 

coOupamace. 

— Hmak, ecmb udeu, 20e mb 3mo nodxeamun? 

—Hem, Hukmo nuyeeo Hoeo20 He ynomunan. K momy xe, 
omxkyda MHe 3Hamb? Ecnu OHO MUKpocKonuueckoe— 

— Boucmuny, — Bctapuia Mapua. — 4 Knemky cKanupyto yore 
yerlyi0 BeEUHOCMD. 

— Xopowo, nomomy umo Koeda HAW 2eKKOH Npouott HOUbIO 
yopan— 

— Bol eeo ebinycKanu umo Au? — copocua JepeBalrKo. 

—Aea. 

— 3auem? — pa3HepBHHuamach Mapua. 

— J[py—nocon xomen ee nompozamb. 

— 0 Kocmoc, nompoeamb? 


here”. 

This explanation calmed Maria down a notch, but made 

Derevyashko tense up and frown. 

“Do not put the health of... the ambassador... at risk,” Maria told 
Grip off with her energy evaporating as she spoke. “What am I 
gonna do then? Please, just don’t,” she almost begged him. 

“Oh, have I told you about that time our ambassador decided to 
fall down?” 

“What? No,” Dmytro Ivanovich leaned closer. 

Maria’s emotional rollercoaster ran out of energy, so she just 

stared at them with distrust and disapproval. 

“So, we come in, and instead of just coming in from their side, 
like he always does, he falls from above! On Thalia’s head! She 
jumps around, starts running, I take him off, and he’s like, ‘isn’t 
it fun?’. It sure wasn’t for her!” 

“Fun? Do they even have a word for ‘fun’?” 

“Oh, trust me, he was having fun. You should have seen his face.” 

“And, forgive me for asking, but where exactly can I find this in 
your reports?” 

“Forgiven. And, I’m, like, explaining to him that he can get hurt 
this way, and he’s all: ‘no, I’m strong’. I spent, like, half an hour 
explaining that the floor is hard, and it’s gonna... get injured.” 

‘Tm serious, Grip, we need this kind of things reported. Half an 
hour, and not a single word?” 

“That’s what happens when you recruit a valenok,” Grip parried. 
“OK, OK, next time I will write it.” 

Derevyashko’s expression made it clear that joking is not an 


— Hy 0a... Mbl nosmomy u npocunu awepuyuy! OX Xomen poiby 
nompoeamb, HO He CMoe. 

MapHa CXBaTHIaCb 3a FOJIOBY. 

—H kak? 

— Ymo? 

— Tompoezan? Toi euden, umobvl OHU CONDUKACANUC? 

— Hem, mena mam He Obui0. 1 Koeda npuluen, ona yore 6 KNemKe 
Oba. 

— Ho 3auem? Hado 6bu10 npodymame 3mom cuenapuu... 

—A nouemy Hem? Oxa xe He onacHaa, npaeda? Bom y pvi6bl 
ObLIU 3y6bI, BoM 9MO Ga— Bbl BudenU? Ham HYyHCHO noddep- 
IKUBAMD €20 UHNMEPEC, Mbl MyM 3a IMUM. 

3JTO OObACHeHHe HEeCKONLKO ycnoOKoWI0 Mapu, a BOT 

TlepeBsKO TOMBKO HallpsArca H CXMYPHICA. 

—He nodeepeati pucky 30oposve... nocna, — OTYMTEIBaIa 
Mapua I'puna, Tepss 3ala c KaxKbIM COBOM. — Ymo mune 
nomom npuKaxcelub dename? Hoswanyticma, dasati npocmo 
6e3 3moz0, — yKe MOUTH YMOMANA OHA. 

—A Al 6M He paccKa3sbiean 0 MOM pase, Ko2da HAUL NOCoN peulUn 
C6epXxy 2poxHyMbCA? 

— Ymo? Hem, — ax crnonuica ImMutpo Usanosny. 

YcTaB MepeKMBaTb HW ycloKaHBaTsca, Mapwa JMOb cmoTpea 

HCHOAIOObA CO CMECbIO HEOBepuA C HeOMOOpeHHeM. 

— Hy 6om, 30X00UM Mbl, @ OH He KAK OObIUHO, C Opyeoti cmopoubl 
3axodum, a nadaem ceepxy! IIpamo Tanuu Ha 2onoey! Ona 
nodnpbieueaem, dasali bezamb, A e20 CHUMAH, A OK MaKol, 
«Hy He Beceno NU?». Eli MOUHO He Obil0 Beceno! 


— «Beceno»? Y HUX CoBO-Mo MaKoe ecMb? 

— Ilogepbme, emy mouno Obi10 Beceno. Budenu 6v1 eb eco Guszuo- 
HOMUN. 

—A, npocmu, 2de A Mozy c 9mUM O3HaKOMUMbCA? B KaKOM 
omyeme? 

—TIpowar. H a emy makotl 066AcHAI, UMO OH MaK paculu- 
6emca, a OH: «da Hem, A CUbHbIti». TIonUaca emy BMONKOBbI- 
Ba, UMO NoN-Mo Méepodilti, UUMO OK MAK... noKaNeUUMCA. 

— 4 cepbe3xo, [pun, maxoe donx#HO Obimb 6 omUeMe. Ton4aca, 
u HU Cnoea? 

—Tak Ovieaem, Koeda HaHuMaeme «BaneHKa», — TlapHpoBal 
pun. — JIadxo, nadno, 6 cnedyrowuil pas Hanuluy. 

Tlo BhIpaxKeHHt0 WHIa J[epeBAIKO ObUIO ACHO, YTO OTITYTHTCA 

MalJlO, H 4TO OH I'pHTy 9TO elle MPHIOMHHT. 


— Ecau umo-mo cayuumca c Hbtomom, mo amo Hawa Awepuua. 
AcHO, — npobopMotana Mapua, rays B TOU. 

[pum mpocitequm ee B3IIay, FO «GaHKH» C HeNO/BWKHOM 

simepuue. JlayHo, He coBceM GOaHKH. Ona Oba cKopelt 

TOPH30HTaIbHOH, YeM BePTHKaIbHOH, HO He HaCcTOMbKO 

JUIMHHOH, UTOOKI BEITAHYT XBOCT. 

— Imo Hawa—? 

— Aaa. 

Tp WoctTyyas M0 cTeKMy, Alepuia 3aKaTHMa B eTO CTOPOHY 

ryla3a. 

— Ona mam 6 nopsdKe? 

— Aaa. Hy, mootem, etl HeEMHO2O XONOOHO. 

— Oxu menno s06am? Kak cHapyxcu? 


answer, and he’ll remember that. 


“So, if something happens to Newt, it’s because of our lizard. 
Noted,” Maria mumbled, staring at the corner of the room. 

Grip followed her gaze to a “jar” with the lizard, immobile. OK, 

not really a jar. It was more horizontal than vertical, yet still not 

long enough for it to stretch the tail out. 

“That’s our-?” 

“Yeah.” 

Grip knocked on the glass, the lizard rolled its eyes towards him. 

‘Ts it alright?” 

“Yeah. Maybe slightly cold.” 

“They like heat, right? Like, outside?” 

“That’s why we picked it, remember? Don’t expect much activity 
from it.” 

“Understood. No songs then.” 

“Songs?” 

“After those glasses of wine.” 

“Tt really isn’t obvious when you’re joking, and when it’s just your 
normal chaos going on,” Dmytro Ivanovich complained. 

“You got it all wrong, it’s the local ones who—” Maria began. 


Grip spotted Thalia in the hallway. 

“Good morning! How are your knees?” 

‘Tll be fine,” she intoned dismissively. 

Again, it was impossible to tell through the suit. 

‘I was telling them how you were catching the lizard,” Grip 
continued. “But you were there, so you can tell it better.” 


— Hy 0a, Mol ce ee Mak U BblOUpAaTU, NOMHULWD? He #cdu om Hee 
ocobolt akmueHocmu. 

— TTouan. bydem 6e3 necen. 

—TIlecex? 

— Tocne deyx 6oKanoe guna. 

— Boo6blye HenonAmHo, 20e Mbl NPUKAaNbIBAeUbCA, A 20e MyM y 
Bac npocmo 6apdak, — ToxKanoBalica JIMutTpo VeaHoBHy. 

— Tol ece Hanymaa, 3mo MecmHble— — Hayasa Mapua. 


Tputl 3aMeTHII B KopHpope Tami. 

—lo6poe ympo! Kak konenku? 

— bydy @ Hopme, — OTMaxHysacb OHA. 

Vi cHOBa CKBO3b KOCTIOM KOJI€HOK ObLIO He BHaTE. 

—A myM pacckasviean, KaK Mbl Noeuna ALYepuUuy, — IpOpoI- 
Ku Tpun. — Ho mbl myuue pacckasceuls, edb Mbl mam 
Obula. 

—A eye on paccKa3au, KaK Ha meOA Hananu ceepxy, — BCTPAN 
TlepesamiKo. — Imo u enpasdy 6vui0? 

— Koneuuxo 6vino. Bce ecmb 6 Moux omuemax. 

— H Kak mbi dymaeulb, 4e20 OH XOMeN IMUM OObuMbCA? 

— 4? A dymaid, oH npocmo Oypauusca. OH 3e PeOeHOK. 

T'puil cormacHo 3aKHBall. 

—TIpun 20e0pua, umo on Xomen nompoeamb Hauly AWepuyuy— 

——u pol6y monce— 

—-—nompoean? 

— Hem. 4 npam yeepexa, umo nem. A Kak ee docmana, oHa u 
y6excana. A Kozda o6pamuo youpana, Hb1om nomoean, Ho Ha 
paccmoanuu. 


‘He’s also told us how you got ambushed from above,” 
Derevyashko interjected. “Has that really happened?” 

“Of course it has. It’s all there in my reports.” 

“And what do you think he was after?” Derevyashko asked. 

“Me? I think he’s acting stupid. He’s a kid.” 

Grip nodded along in agreement. 

“Grip said he wanted to touch our lizard—” Maria continued. 

“—and the fish—” 

“—has it?” 

‘No. I’m pretty sure he hasn’t. When I’ve put it out, it ran away. 
When we've put it back, Newt helped, but from a distance.” 

“I expected better from you than to set up a lizard fight,” Maria 
was disappointed. 

‘Fight? There was no fight. A chase, merely. Nobody touched 
anyone.” 

“Well, we had,” Grip objected. 

“We've been doing it all the time and it was fine. It was his idea 
to climb you.” 

“And falling on you.” 

“That sure wasn’t my idea. If he misses next time, that’s on him.” 

“Hope you'll make him refrain from falling onto hard flooring. 
Failure to do so could mark the downfall of your diplomatic 
mission.” Maria said dryly. 

“Grip was rather clear about it,” Thalia knocked on the table, 
smiling, and noticed the lizard. 

“How did he do that anyway? Where would they practice?” 

“They must be falling at each other from those cacti I keep 


—Bom ue oxcudana om me6a maxoeo. Yrmpouna Kakue-mo 
slyepunble 6ou, — Mapua Oba pasouapoBana. 

— Ja kakue 6ou? He 610 HuKakux 6oee. IIozoHA, C HAMAHCKOL. 
Hukmo HuKoeo He mpoean. 

— Hy Kak, Mbl mpoeanu, — yTounHN T'pun. 

— Oil, da bl 6ce BpemaA Mpozaru U XOMb Obl MO. IMO Ie e20 
Ovid udeA Ha MebA 3aNe3Mb. 

— xa me6a ynacmb. 

— Bom 3mo mouno He moa udea. Ecnu on 6 cnedyiowuil paz 
npomancem, A He npu denax. 

— Bol yo mam KaK-Huoydb e20 yOedume Bo3zdepsxCameca OM 
nadenuii Ha s#cecmxuti non. ITpoean 6 3mom Bonpoce MorKcem 
o6epHymbca KpyuwleHuem é@cell eauell OunnomMamuUNecKoil 
Muccuu, — CyXxo CKa3aia Mapua. 

—TIpun 6vi1 dosonbHo yOedumenbHbim, — Talus MocTyyasa 10 
CTOMY H 3aMeTHa AMepHuy. 

— Kak ox 9mo Boobwe denaem? Ide um mpexupogameca? 

— JTonsHo 6biMb, OHU Nadatom Opye Ha Opyea C IMUX KaKMYCOB, 
0 KOMOpbLX A MAK HAaCNolWUAH, — IpeyMono KU TlepeBALKo. 

Mapua CKpHBHJIacb H BOsLepKalacb OT KOMMeHTapHes. 

— Ecru Haut cubHetti Opye He Xouem Cmamb NOCKUM, MO @ 
cnedyruutt pas 3adymaemca, — 3aBepu I'\pun. 


—A 4mo ona mym denaem? — Tala TKHyNa B AlepHly B 
OaHKe. 

—A @ce ewe cKaHUpyto Knemky, — OTBeTWIa Mapua. 

— Ckancume, Kozda 3aKonYume, — Tonpocun pun. 

— Koneuno. 


hearing about,” Derevyashko suggested. 

Maria winced and refrained from commenting. 

“If our strong friend doesn’t want to become flat, he’d think better 
next time,” Grip summarized. 


“Why is it here?” Thalia pointed at a lizard in a jar. 

‘Tm still scanning the cage,” Maria replied. 

“Tell me when you're done,” Grip asked. 

“Sure.” 

“OK, and I think... J’m gonna leave now, fill the gaps in my algebra 
knowledge.” 


Derevyashko wasn’t done though: 

“Grip came up with a curious theory last night,” he began. “That 
lizards themselves aren’t sentient, it’s mushrooms in their 
brains that are.” 

“yeah, Miyamoto’s hypothesis,” Maria nodded. 

Grip buried his face in his hands, while she continued: 

“Explains why some lizards are sentient and some are not and... 
not much more. Unless you’ve found new evidence that backs...” 

She trailed off, as Grip gave her a confused look, and started all 

over, slower: 

“Like, what’s our issue with lizards being sentient? It’s twofold: 
how come lizards are sentient, and how come only some lizards 
are sentient. Mushrooms, if we were to discover them, would 
answer the second question, but exacerbate the first- make it 
worse and raise some more, —because now we'll have to explain 
sentient mushrooms. It’s bad enough that lizards have small 


— Jladuo, 2 dymaw... Tlowry 4, 3aT0H10 MpoObesIbI B MOHX 1103Ha- 
HHAX B asireope. 


TlepeBsllKo, Of HaKO, elle He 3aKOHYHII: 

—Y Ipuna exepa noaxeunacb nob6onbimHaA Mmeopua, — Havant 
oH. — Ymo camu Awepuubl HepasyMHbl, 3aMO pa3syMHbl 
2puobl y HUX 6 20/06QX. 

—-—dea, eunome3a Musmomo, — kuBuysia Mapua. 

[pul 3aKpBUI M0 pyKaMy, a OHa MposODKasa: 

—O6eacHAem, no“emy HeKoMopble sAlyepuybl PA3yMHbI, a 
Hexomopble Hem U... ece. Pasee umo y me6a ecme Gakmel, 
noOKpenAOUWUE... 

Ona 3aTHxIa, Kora pum BEITIAHYI H HEMOHHMalolle MOprHy 

eH, M Havasia CHOBA: 

—B cmbicne, 6 Yem Hawa npobnema c pasyMHocmbW Alwepuy? 
Tam 06a 6 OOHOM: KaK MaK @bIULTO, YMO ALYepUUbl PAsyMHbl, 
U KAK MAK 6bIlULO, YMO MOMbKO HeKOMoOpele AlWepUYDl 
pasymuol. Tpudvi, Haiidu Mbl UX, omeemam Ha emopoli 
gonpoc U ycyey6am— Cdenaiom xyoKe No nepeomy eBonpocy, 
da ewe Hoebix dobaeam —nomomy 4mo menepb ele OOB:AC- 
HAM pasymuble epubel. Mano Ham mozo, umo y AWepUUL 
MaNeHbKUL Mo32 U HEM GonblwuUxX 3ada4, MAK 2pubbl U Mozo 
MeHbule— 

—TIpu6vi 6onbuue max-mo, — Tops4o Bo3spa3sun Tpun. — 
Tpu6vi onu @ce nod 3emseil ceA3aHbl, MAK UMO OKU — OOUH 
6onbuou— 

— Koneuno, ece mak. A Alwepuubl C6A3aHbl? 

—B cmoicne?... Ecmb au y HuX menenamuAa? 


brains and, seemingly, no big problems to solve. Mushrooms 
would be even smaller—” 

“Mushrooms are large, actually,” Grip objected with vigor. 
“Mushrooms are all connected underground, so they are 
actually one large—” 

“They sure are, but are lizards connected?” 

“Like, do they?... Have telepathy?” 

‘I mean, everything’s possible. I don’t know. Ask them.” 
Maria decided to have some mercy on his theory. “Professor 
Miyamoto’s hypothesis wasn’t actually about mushrooms... 
Mushrooms are a bad fit, anyway.” 

“But can they? Grow in brains? I’ve read that they can.” 

“Yes, they can, but their... uh... see, mushrooms aren’t exactly 
famous for their folklore, geometry knowledge or analytical 
abilities. Until you’ve got facts to back it, that theory raises so 
many new questions, while answering just one, so forgive me 
for sticking to the plain bland multispecies theory: brainier 
lizards living among their distant non-sentient relatives.” 

“So, that makes us the aliens struggling to tell humans apart from 
monkeys?” Dmytro Ivanovich nodded. 

“Homo sapiens from all the other homo.” 

“Easy, humans live in cities,” Thalia remarked. 

“Lizards don’t have to live separately.” 

“How is that a problem,” Grip mumbled absentmindedly. 
“Lizards have tails and we don’t. Can I go now?” 

‘I won't delay you any further, professor Miyamoto,” Derevyashko 
mixed mockery with respect. 


—A He 3nao. Bce s03moxcHO. Cnpocu UX, — OKAIIMNacb Haji ero 
TeopHeit Mapua. — unomesa npogeccopa Muamomo O6bu14, 
npaeda, He 0 epu6ax. [pubbl He oueHb NOOXOOAM. 

— Ho onu xe moeym? Pacmu 6 mo3eax? A uumMan, UMO Moeym. 

—Jmo npasda, Moeym, HO UX... 3... Oagali maK, epubbl He 
MO YMOObI UZBECMHbI CBOUM GONKNOPOM, NOZHAHUAMU 6 
2eomempuu U AHANUMUYeCKUMU ChocobHocmaAMU. TToKA mot 
He NPUHECeUb NodMeepr2CdeHUL, OM IMO Meopuu GonblUe 
gonpocos, 4em omeemoe. Tak umo U3éeUHU, A NOoKA Oydy 
npudepHCUBAMbCA CAMO CKYXHOU MHOeosUdOBOU: ALYepuUdl 
nomoszeosumee ICUBYM CPeOU CBOUX OANbHUX HepasyYMHbIX 
podcmeeHHuKoe. 

— To ecmb, Mbl moz2da — npuweNbUbI, HecnocobHbIe OMNUMUMD 
Juodell om o6e3bAH? — KUBY MuTpo UBaHoBHy. 

—Tomo canuenc om ecex npouux 2omo. 

— Imo npocmo: J0dU 3CUByM 6B 2opodax, — 3aMeTuIIa TasHaA. 

— Huumo xe o6n3bieaem Alwepuy UMb OMOENDHO. 

— Pa3zee 3 3mo npobaema, — pobopmoram paccesHHo I'pun. 
— Yalwepuy xeocm, a y Hac ezo Hemy. Bce, MoHCHO A nowdy? 

— He cmew eac bonvlue 3adepxcueamb, npogeccop Muamomo, — 
3aMellan JJepeBalKo H3,eBKy Ha YBUKeHHH. 


TauIMa Monta C HUM. 

— 1 3aildy K me6e, Ho no32ce, — 3anBuN I pun.— Y Hac xu nana, 
HUNeZO. 

— Ooux mauuK, — OypKHYJIa OHa H CBepHya BIIpaBo Ha cylepy- 
TOIeM MOBOpoTe. 


Thalia tagged along. 

‘Tll come to you, but later,” Grip said. “We’ve got no plan, 
nothing.” 

“Just a ball,” she muttered and took a right turn shortly after. 


Grip finally came to study powers for the second time. Irakli 
Kosmovich dug the phone out of the paper piles, explained 
what do the cutesy small digits mean, and they ran through the 
problems he already had at hand. Once Grip made a mistake, 
Irakli Kosmovich paused to compose a similar example, and 
that was when the hangar filled with an emotional, heartfelt 
“HELGA!”. They both flinched and exchanged glances. Then a 
second, more directed and demanding call filled the air again: 
“Helga Voronov!” 

“I need to go— I need a break, my colleague clearly has” 

“Yeah, —sure, of course- go check it out...” 

Grip dashed to the lab, his phone flashing in his hand. 


Thalia stood by the table, cowering before Maria overhanging 

her: 

“You thought I wouldn’t notice? How did that even happen? 
Come in, Grip,” she greeted him in a voice that didn’t promise 
anything pleasant. 

“What happened?” 

“Yeah, what happened?” Derevyashko echoed from behind. 

“The cage is choke full of scales!” 

“Of what?” Grip asked. 

“Loose... skin of local lizards. Maybe you can tell us about it?” 


T'pum fo6pasica, HakKOHeLI, 710 cTelleHeli BO BTOpoH pa3. paki 
KocMoBv4 BBIKOMa 3-0, OyMar Teedou, OOBACHHI, 4TO 
O3HaYalOT MHJIeHBKHe MaJleHbKHe WMOpbI, H OHM NOW 10 
3apaHee 3ar0TOBMeHHBIM 3azjayam. Ha ogfHo Tpun omnéca, 
Vpaxnuit Kocmosuy cai IpHAyMbIBaTb WOXOKHe IpPHMepsl, 
M TYT Ha BeCb aHrap [pAHyO NPOHHKHOBeHHOEe, packaTHcToe 
«XEJIBTA!», OHM 06a NOAMpLITHyIH WM WepermaHyMce. TyT 
2Ke IPOHECHOCh BTOpoe, Oomee YeTKOe H KOMAHAHOe «Xerbea 
Boponoe!». 

— Mue Hajo— MHe HyKeH HepepbiB, MoeH KOJWIere ABHO— 

— Jla— KOHeYHO-KOHEUHO —OEerH... 

[pull Muasica B abopaTopHio, IIMpOKO pa3MaXHBad MHTaloljuM 
TemedOHOM. 


TasIMa CTOMa y CTOUIa, OKABIMAACH OZ, HATHCKOM HaBHcaloler 

Mapuu: 

— Tol dymana, 1 He 3ameuy? Kak 3mo eoo6we eoiuino? 3axodu, 
Ipun, — MoupuBercrBopasla Oa efO TOHOM, He CYJIAINHM 
HMYeTO NPHATHOTO. 

— Ymo cnyuunoce? 

— a, umo cay4unocb? — TOBTOpHI 1o3zaqH JlepeBalKo. 

— Knemka nosua ueuyu! 

— Yeeo? — nepecipocua I'pun. 

— Omeanuswelica... KOHCU MeCMHbIX AWepuU. Moxcem mol Ham 
06 MOM paccKarCceulb ? 

— OHA... 6 necKe OOblUHO NDUCymcmeyem? 

— Ja, — NlonM3usia romoc Mapua. — Ho He 6 maKux de KoNUYE- 
cmeax. 


‘Ts it... does sand normally have it?” 

“Yes,” Maria lowered her tone. “But not in such quantities.” 

“... Mary—’ Thalia began softly. 

“Don’t you ‘Mary’ me now, not this time. How did it- you. You 
said you let the lizard out. Have you put Newt inside?” 

‘I don’t see the problem. Sand has more skin than usual, so 
what?” Grip shrugged. “Have you found the poison thing in it?” 

“Not yet. Hasn’t finished scanning yet. But if ’'m gonna discover 
something else there, better tell me right away.” 

Thalia was looking at Grip, defeated. 


“It’s not funny, Grip,” Dmytro Ivanovich broke the silence. “You 
two are obviously hiding something.” 

“Do I understand it right? That the main goal of our mission is to 
continue our contacts with the lizards?” Grip spoke slowly. 

“Precisely.” 

“Then everything must stay the way it is now.” 


Maria slumped a little. 

“You’ve brought it here,” she spilled her overflowing disappoint- 
ment. 

Thalia let out a quiet sigh. 

“The success of our mission depends on how quiet this room will 
be,” Grip insisted. 

He turned back to look at Derevyashko and caught a glimpse of 

Stalina guarding the exit on the outside. 

“Tf it told you not to tell us... how did it know...” Maria muttered 
under her breath. 


—... Mapu-— Marko Havana Taya. 

—He mapbkati mym mue, ceituac 3mom HoMep He npoKamum. 
Kak oxa— mol. Tel cKa3aa, YMo ebinycKana Awepuuy. Ymobvi 
nocadumb eHympb Hbioma? 

—He euxy npobremvi. B necke 6onbue Kou 4eM OObLMHO, 
u umo? — Toa uneyamu I'pun. — Bom ada, adosumoit 
WMYKU 6bl MAM He HAWLU? 

— Ewe vem. Ho a ewe He sakonuuna. H ecru a mam xalidy ewe 
4mo-mo, AyUUle Cpa3sy CKaHKUuMe. 

Tama oOpeyeHHo cmoTperia Ha I'pumia. 


—Tpun, ne cmewHo, — Hapy uu Mosranve JIMutpo MsaHosny. 
— Bol, 0e0e, 4MO-mo ABHO CKpoleaeme. 

—A ANpasulbHo nonuMaO? Tmo enasHan yenb Haweti muccuu 
— npodonsenue KoXMaKma c AWepuyamUu? — MejIeHHO 
Tpowsuec ['pun. 

— Hmenno. 

— Toeda é6ce donKHO OcCmAaMBCA MAK, KAK OHO ecmb cettuac. 


Mapia CKIOHH1acb BHeped. 

— Bol npumayunu e2o coda, — paciiiecKasica W3yIMIeK ee 
pa304apoBaHHa. 

TalHa THXO B3JOXHYIIA. 

— Yenex Haweti Muccuu ceituac 3aeucum Om mozo, KAaK MUXO 
6ydem 6 amoil KomHame, — HacTauBal T'pun. 

OH ToBepHyica K JlepeBALIKO H Cle 3aMeTHTS, YTO CHAapyKU 

BBIXOL OXpaHsaer CTaIMHa. 

—Ecnu ona cKasana He 2ogopumb... mo omKyda moezda oHa 


“Why did you do this?” Derevyashko acted curious and oblivious 
to the tension. 

“It’s not like we have any secrets,” Thalia commented. 

Everybody ignored her. 

“It was a test... for us...” Grip replied. 

“A test for what?” he frowned, curious. 

“For idiocy. We've passed.” 

Dmytro Ivanovich chortled. 

“We're sure it’s like us. Young. Careless. If we also weren't like 
this, it wouldn’t talk to us.” 

Maria nodded along to what was, probably, her own thoughts. 
“We couldn’t ask for your approval and risk it all,” Grip contin- 
ued. 

“So, it has dared you?” Derevyashko summed it up. 

“Tt was a planned operation,” Grip feigned confidence. 

Derevyashko sent a brief glance towards Stalina lurking out of 

sight. 


“So it was here that night,” Maria massaged her temples, 
stomaching the realization. “Have you let him out? Even for a 
brief moment?” 

Grip and Thalia shook their heads in unison: 

“No.” 

“How would you know if you” Maria pressed Grip. 

“I know myself. I would never do it.” 

“To protect Newt?” 

“Yes, also that. He thinks he’s strong, but what if Irakli Kosmovich 
steps on him?” 


3HQA... — e[fBa CIIBIMHO G6opMoTana Mapua. 

— Ho 3auem? — c mOOONBITCTBOM cHpocun JlepeBaliKo, 6yzTO 
He 3aMeyasl HallpsKeHHA. 

— He mo, umo6bl y Hac 6buiu cekpembl, — OTMeTHIIa TamHa. 

Ho ee BCe NPOHTHOpupoBasH. 

— Imo 6b mecm... O7A HAC... — OTBeTUN Tpun. 

— Tecm Ha umo? — HellOHHMalolle CXMYPHJICA OH. 

— Ha uduomusm. Mot npowu. 

Tlepesamko pEIPKHYII. 

— Mbt yeepexbi, 4mo OH KaK Mol. Monod. becneven. Ecnu 6b1 Mbl 
He COOMBEMCMBOBANU, OH Obl He CMAN C HAMU 2ogopumb. 

Mapua KuBaJia, HO, CKopee, KAKHM-TO CBOHM MBICILAM. 

—Mbl He Moenu cnpocume paspewlenua U 6ce 3anopome, — 


TpogoOKH Tpun. 
— To ecmb, OH 63911 Bac Ha cnabo? — NoyLITORUN JlepeBaliKo. 
—Jmo Ova cnNaHUpoBaHHaA onepauua, — MpoyoIWKUT 


H300paxKaTb yBepeHHocts I'pun. 
Tlepesaliko 6pocu KOpoTKHH B3riAy Ha CTaMHy, OTHpaBIly- 
10CH [e-TO CHapWRU. 


—H moti Houvo ona Oba 30ecb, — MaCcCHpoBalla BUCKY 
Mapua, lepeBapHBad HOBOCTH. — Bol ezo ebinycKanu? Xomb 
Oaxce HeHadoneo? 

pum u TasIMa CHHXPOHHO 3aMOTaJIH roOBaMH: 

— Hem. 

— H omxyda mol 3xaew, ecnu- — Mapua fapuna Ha Ipuma. 

—— ce6n 3Ha0. A Obl HU 3a UMO He cman. 

— Ymo6vi 3awumumb Horoma? 


“How did he even agree to come on board,” Derevyashko 
wondered. “If they’re so afraid of mechanisms?” 

“It was his idea,” Thalia objected. 

“And you brought him in—” 

‘Tm sorry,” Thalia addressed Grip. “We’ve messed it up. I was 
tired, I... didn’t think it through... that Maria would bust us.” 

“Doesn’t matter now,” Grip nodded briefly. “I believe it’s more 
important to find out where did the poison come from. And if 
now I'll have to write a long report explaining why we did it, I 
can. I’ve been thinking about this a lot.” 

“Oh, please oblige,” Derevyashko nodded. “I’m not writing that 
one for you.” 


Maria sat down and leaned back. The silence dragged on. 

“Formally speaking...” Derevyashko spoke up. “Has it helped or 
hindered the mission?” 

“Helped.” 

“Certainly?” 

“Without a doubt.” 

“Even if you tell him that we know now?” 

“That’s why I asked you to be quiet!” 

“You know we know.” 

“But I haven’t told you,” Grip insisted. 

“Now that’s something for you to sort out, you’re the diplomat.” 

Grip shrugged, irritated. 

“OK. Go back to your studies—” 

“T'd rather—” 

“then write me that report you've just promised.” 


— Ta, usmo mose. OX Oymaem, umo CUbHbIil, a ecru Hpaknuit 
Kocmosuu Ha Heeo Hacmynum? 

—A KQK OH 6o06we Ha 9mMo Coenacunca, — Y]MBYIICA 
Tlepepaliko. — ecru oHU Mak GoAMCA MexaHU3M06? 

—JImo 6vuia eeo uden, — BO3pa3Wa Tama. 

— H evi npuxecau eeo 6— 

— H3eunu, — o6patunac k puny Tanua. — Moi o6naxanuco. 
A ycmana u He npodymana... umo Mapua nac cnanum. 

—Tenepv yore HeeaocHo, — ObiIcTpo KuBHYyI T'pun. — Ceiiuac 
BaoCHee NOHAMb, OMKyOA e3arcA NO. H ecnu MHe npudemcaA 
HaNucam’ ONUHHEI OMUeM, NOUeMy Mbl MAK nNocmynuAU, A 
20moé. 4 MHOZ0 06 3MoM Oyman. 

— Yo ympyoucb, — KuBHyn JlepeBalltko. — Imo a 3a mebA He 
Hanuuly. 


Mapwa cela HW OTKHHyylacb Hasay. Momuanve 3aTATHMBasoce. 

— Yucmo Gopmanbno..., — Havan JlepeBalko. — Imo nomoeno 
usu HaBpeduUno MUCCUU? 

— TIlomoeno. 

— Yeepex? 

— Be3 6CAKUX COMHEHUIL. 

— JJance ecnu cKa3amb emy, 4MO Mbl 3HAeM? 

— Bom noamomy su npocun gac nomomyuamb! 

— Tol 3HaeWb, UMO Mbl 3HAeM. 

— Ho A 6am nuyezo He 2ogopun, — HacTanBal I'put. 

— Tol y Hac Ounnomam, me6e menepe u pacxneboigame. 

[pull pasqpaxkeHHOo Tokai WeyaMu. 

— Jladuo. Bosepaiyaiica k 3aHAMUAM— 


“Yeah, OK. I guess. I’m too emotional anyway.” 


Derevyashko and Stalina went the other way. Grip could make 
out a bit of Dmytro Ivanovich addressing her: 
“And the strangest part is that the strat—” 


“What was that? You rascals got into some mischief?...” Irakli 
Kosmovich asked, fumbling for the phone again. 

“A little...” 

“Oh. Well, it’s always been mighty hectic here, and you kids made 
it into one lovely circus.” 

“I'm afraid Thalia will get in trouble for this mischief: When it 
was mostly mine to begin with.” 

“Should I know more?” 

“Nah, nah, no details. Just my distress talking.” 

“Must be tough, with your superior on-site... OK, not my circus, 
not my lizards. Let’s get maths out of your way.” 


Somehow Grip ended up listening about phonetic patterns of 

word loaning. None of that seemed applicable to humans and 

lizards, but Grip found it interesting nonetheless, because he 

found algebra predetermined and boring in comparison. Yet all 

good things come to an end. 

“Enough for today, guess you have that mischief of yours to deal 
with.” 

“True.” 

“What are we gonna do next time? I also have to prepare.” 

“Drawing?” 

“What, drawing? I... huh. Do I even have to prepare for that, or 


——f Obi nyuue— 

—-a nomom nucamb omuem, Komopblii Mbl MObKO uMo noobe- 
was. 

— Ja. Jladuo. Tycmb mak. Bce paeHo # Ha IMOWUAX. 


Alepesaliko MH CTasIMHa yUWIM B Apyrylo cropoxy. [pun cmor 
paccbIMaTb TOKO caMoe Hayao dpa3bl [MuTpo MBanosyya: 
— Vi camoe, 3Haelllb, CTpaHHoe, 4TO cTpare... 


— ro, Hamamuan...? Wanonan... — cipocu Upaxnun Kocmo- 
BMY, 3aHOBO OTKAIbIBad H3-0f OyMar Tememou. 

— EcTb HeMHOTO... 

— 3X, — B3]OXHYII OH. — TyT 3aBcerpa Oapyak ObUI 3HaTHBIM, a 
C BaMH TaK BOOOMIe IHpK. 

—C KOHAMH? 

— C aljepuyamu. 

—... 6010Cb, 4YTO 3a ITY WMayOCTS BCe WHIWKH MonagalwT Ha 
Taymmi0. XOTA IMaJIOCTb-TO, B OCHOBHOM, MOS. 

— Mue, HaBepHoe, He CTOHT 3HaTb— 

— He-He-He, HUKaKHX Togpoouoctett. Uckm0uNTeNbHO AyIeB- 
Hble Tep3aHHa. 

—He mope3yio Te6e, C HAYaIbHMKOM Ha 6a3e... JlaqHO, JaBalt 
amre6py 00beM. 


Kak-To camo co6oH nonyuunocb, uTo [pun 3aciymasca 0 
QOHETHYECKHX 3aKOHOMePHOCTAX IPH 3aHMCTBOBAHHAX. K 
alepHWaMy H JIOJAM 3TO, KCTaTH, BOOOMe HHKaK He IIpHUIHBa- 
NOCb, MPOCTO NOCKyWMaTb WpO A3bIKH ObIIO HHTepecHo. He To, 
uTO amreOpa, Ife BCe MOHATHO H CKY4HO. 


will you just sit here and draw? 
“Forget it then, how about physics?” 
“Sure, why not? Physics it is. Deal.” 


Grip left to his new room to agonize over what naturally gravi- 
tated towards an incident report: 


I, Grip Avdotievich Stavropolskiy, have smuggled a repre- 
sentative of an alien civilization onboard. The ambassador 
has expressed his desire to visit our crew quarters. The 
envoy has made himself clear that we were not allowed to 
notify any of the other crew members of this excursion. Said 
desire has been expressed unequivocally, unambiguously 
and uncompromisingly, leaving no possibility to continue the 
diplomatic relationship outside of satisfying the request. 


Due to this, I’ve started to plan out the details of excursion 
and discuss it with my colleague Helga Voronov, as she 
was a more experienced agent, and I wanted to ensure 
the maximum possible safety for all the parties involved. 
We’ve designed a chamber ensuring the safety of the ambas- 
sador by ruling out physical contact with anything but the 
contents of it over the course of the entire presence onboard. 
We've picked a fitting animal to swap with the envoy. The 
ambassador's presence onboard has lasted for one day... 
The chamber has been placed in my room and hasn't left it 
until the next evening, when my colleague and my immediate 
superior have transported it back to the dome, an activity 
I could not partake in due to a recent incident in the living 


Ho Bce xopolllee KOrja-HHOy/b 3aKAHYBAeTCA. 

— JlayqHo, Ha ceroyjHa xBaTHT. Y TeOa HeGOcb Apyrux 3a60T 10 
Topu0o. 

— Ara... 

—B cylefyloujuit pa3 omATb amreOpa, a YeM 3aHMeMCa NOTOM? 
Mue TOKe FOTOBUTCH Hao. 

— PucoBaHne? 

— Pucopanne? A... a K HeMy BOOOIIe Hao TOTOBHTECA, HIM THI 
TIpOcTo IpHpellis H WopHcyelllb? 

— Tak, slajqHO, 3a0buTH. Kak HacueT @H3HKH? 

—Xopomo, nouemy O51 4 HeT? Ou3HKa Tak PU3HKa, 3aMeTAHO. 


[pul ylles B CBOIO KOMHATY KOpuleTb Haj... Bpope Obl KaK 110 
3aJ[yMKe OTYETOM, a B HTOFe BCe PaBHO OOBACHHTENBHOH: 


A, [pun Apgorsesvy CTaBponoubcKH, MpoHnec Ha HCCcIIe- 
HOBaTeMBCKy!0 Oasy WpeycTaBUTeA ApPyrou IMBHIM3alHH. 
Tlocom H3bABMII KeaHHe NOCeTHTS Halll OOK MPOKMBAHHA. 
OT nocna ObWI NomyyeH 3allpeT Ha yBeOMMeHHe KOFO- 
mH60 H3 KOMWer, IpPOKMBAIOMMX H padoTalOlMX B HallleM 
OmoKe. )KeyaHHe feKMapHpoBasOCh HeJIBYCMBICIeHHO U 
YIbTHMATHBHO, 6€3 eFO YHOBMeTBOPeHHA jaNbHelMero 
IIpOOIDKeHHA MHCCHH A He BUEN, B CBA3H C YeM A CTal 
OOJYMBIBATb BO3MOKHOCTH peaH3allHH ITOTO, HM OOcWKAAaT 
9TO C KoWWIerou Xembrou BopouoR, Tak KaK OHa ABMAeETCA 
Oomee OMbITHLIM afeHTOM, H MHe ObUIO BaKHO, UTOOBI 
Halll IaH Ob MaKCHMaJIbHO Oe30IaCHbIM JIA BCeX ero 
yuacTHHKOB. 


quarters leading to my demise. 


So from here on, the described events will be told from the 
words of my colleague who performed the reverse swapping. 
The swapping was successful and incident-free, the ambas- 
sador was satisfied with the whole ordeal, thus ensuring and 
bolstering our communication going forward. Moreover, 
our biologist Maria Stinner has acquired some biological 
material from the ambassador that she can study now. 


Grip re-read the result, backtracked to the “reverse swapping” 


bit, left a gap with a note: 
what Thalia told me: Newt got out, helped catch lizard, drank 
And slotted in the following: 


Ive joined them after the swapping has already been 
completed. After ensuring that the ambassador is content 
with the trip, I've helped transport the chamber back to the 
base together with its original inhabitant, and handed it over 
to our biologist Maria, where scanning has revealed the fact 
of the infiltration I’m describing in this report. 


I believe this report should be classified, as the ambassador 
has requested the infiltration to remain secret, and every new 
personreading this increases the risk of sabotaging our diplo- 
matic effort as a whole. 


He then began editing the next paragraph to make it blend, trans- 
planted the classification notice to the bottom, moved the note 


MBI cIipoeKTHpoBayiM KaMepy, oOecieyHBalollyl0 MaKCH- 
MaJIbHY10 Oe30MaCHOCTS MWOCMa, HCKIIOUMB BO3MO)KHOCTb 
QM3M4eCKOTO KOHTakTa C OKpykKaloWMM Mupom. MBI 
BbIOpaIH MOPXOPAMee XKMBOTHOe, H 3aMeHHIH OHY 
salepuiy Ha Apyryv. IpeObrpanve nocna Ha 6a3e 3aHAN0 
OJMH JeHb. Kamepa Obula pasMeleHa B MOeH KOMHaTe H He 
NOKHaNa ee JO cileyyroujero BeYepa, KOrya MOM KoNera H 
MOH HelOcpesCTBeHHEIM HavaIbHUK TpaHCIlOpTHpoBallH ee 
Ha3ajq B KYNONI, B YeM A YUaCTHA NPHHATS He MOT 110 IpHuHHe 
HeJaBHeTO HHUMeHTAa B KWJIOM O/10Ke, IPHBeMMero K Moet 
KOHUHHE. 


Haunnas c sToro MecTa « OyLy MepeckasbIBaTb IPpOHCXO- 
qlee CO COB MOeH KOMWeTH, NPOBOAMBIeH OOpaTHyr0 
3aMeHy. 3aMeHa IIpolla YCIeWHO H 63 OCMOKHEHHH, MOCO 
BCeM IPOH30Me2IMHM ObUI yHOBeTBOPeH, YTO, BHe BCAKHX 
COMHeHHH, YKpelMT Hallie JalbHelimee oOmeHve. Kpome 
TOTO, Hall 6uonor Mapua CruHHep Tomyanna HeKOTOpoe 
KOMM4eCTBO OMOOTHYeECKHX MaTepHasOB Halllero MOcIIAa, 
KOTOpble Tellepb CMOKET H3YUHTB. 


[pul Hepeyntal pesyIbTaT, BepHYJICA K KYCKy po oOpaTHblii 
OOMEeH, BCTaBHJI IIOMeTKY: 


uTO cKa3ama T.: HbI0T BEIOpascd, MOMOT MOMMaTb AMepULy, 
nH 


Brncasl calemyromee: 


I IpHcoeyMHMIICA K HAM, Kora 3aMeHa yxe Oba 3aBep- 


further up, and that’s when he got another “come to the lab” from 
Maria, perfectly echoing her previous “come to the lab” and the 
“come to the lab, ’'ll explain it” before that one. No shouting this 
time though. 


For the third time today they convened in the tiny lab. Maria 

demonstrated Thalia a familiar dotted pattern, but with two 

vertical green lines overlaid on top of it. 

“and back. Look.” 

“What am I looking at?” Grip asked. 

Maria zoomed out and tilted the camera to reveal the entire cage. 

“Trace of what?” Derevyashko inquired from behind in a cheer- 
ful, curious voice. “DNA?” 

“A bit of organics; nope.” 

“That’s the outer side?” 

“Here’s the inside.” 

She sent the viewpoint spinning around the cage’s shorter wall 

until it crossed into the cage, and the other side looked very much 

the same: a gradient-meshed wall bore two almost straight verti- 

cal green lines. 

“Which one is that? Of the two sides,” Thalia spoke up in a tense 
quiet voice. 

“The last one to scan, but it’s symmetric. Maybe you can remem- 
ber.” 

‘Ts it all the way through the wall? This trace,” Grip pointed at it. 

“No-no-no,” she sent the camera spinning again. “These are 
surface traces. I can even tell you which one is which, mm... 
This one’s crawling in and this one’s for crawling out.” 


Meva. YOeqHBINMCh, YTO MOCO AOBONeH MyTelecTBHeM, 4 
IOMOr TpaHCHOpTHpoBaTb KaMepy BMeCTe C H3HaYaJIbHBIM 
OOuTaTemeM OOpaTHO Ha Oa3y HM Tepegan ee Halllemy 
Ovonory Mapve, ube CKaHHpoBaHHe HM BBIABHIO dakT 
IIPOHHKHOBEHHA, ONMCAHHBIM B ITOM OTUETE. 


A CYHTaIO, UTO JaHHbI OTYeT HeEOOXOJMMO OCTABHTb B 
ceKpeTe, IOCKObKY YeM GONbIe Wopelt ero MpOUTeT, TEM 
OobIle MaHC MCHOPTHTh 3ITHM HalllM /MINOMaTMueCKHe 
OTHOMIE€HHA CO BCeMH AIepHijaMu. 


TloTOM OH Ha¥al WpaBuTb cileqywomHH ab3all, YOO! WaBHee 
OBI Mepexof, 3aMeTKY pO CeKPeTHOCTb 3aCyHy B CaMblli 
KOHEl|, NOBHHYI 3aMeTKy BbIMe- H TYT eMy IPHUO elle 
OHO «3alidu 6 Nabopamopuro» OT Mapuu, CHOBHO 3X0 BTOPUB- 
Tee npembayuemy «3aiidu @ nabopamopuiw» u «3axodU 6 
Nabopamopurw, obssAcHiO» Tepe HAM. 3aTO OGoMIOCh 6e3 
KPHKOB. 


Vi BOT, B TpeTHH pa3 3a [eHb, OH COOpasuch B MabopaTopHn. 

Mapua noxka3biBasla Taq 3HaKOMBIM y30p 3 TOUeK, C JBYMA 

3eJICHBIMH JIMHHAMH NOBepXx Hero: 

—... wo6pamuo. Cmompu. 

— Ha umo cmompum? — tlouutepecosasica [pHt. 

Mapua oTOABHHYa MH MOBepHyyla KaMepy Tak, YTOObI BHAA 

Oba BCA KIETKa. 

—Cnedvst eco? — 60KO momwOonbITCTBOBa 
Jlepepamko. — THK ecmb? 

— Yymb-uyme opeauuku, Hem. 


c3alH 


“Crawling in?” 

“And out.” 

“It was him,” Thalia exhaled bitterly. “It was him after all.” 

Grip groaned quietly. 

“Congratulations, professor Miyamoto,” Derevyashko announced 
without a trace of encouragement in his voice. “Case closed.” 

“Why are you staring at me like that,” Grip addressed Thalia. “I’m 
reprinted, remember?” 

“Indeed you are,” she nodded with caution. 

“You're the dangerous one! Out of the two of us—” 

“That’s some exemplary diplomacy you're carrying out,” Maria 
interrupted him. “Day three— no, day four, —and one of them 
kills one of us.” 

“He didn’t want to! Because that’s super stupid!” Grip insisted. 

“You abducted one of them, remember?” Derevyashko looked up 
from his phone. 

“We-” 

“Wasn’t me though,” Maria countered. “That was before the 
contact.” 

“You are writing that report, aren’t you?” he asked Grip. 

‘Tam,” Grip nodded. 

“Send it to me as is right now. And start writing a new one.” 

“He can’t. It’s almost dawn,” Thalia stated matter-of-factly. 

Grip obliged, hit “Send’, heard Dmytro Ivanovich’s phone tick. 

“We need to go,” she insisted. 


“New ground rule, kids. Nobody’s killing anyone. OK?” Maria 
was bitter. “... And by the way, I’ve found nothing dangerous in 


— Imo se cHapyou? 

—a, g0m exympu. 

Ova 3aBpalljala KaMepy BOKPyI KOPOTKOM CTeHKH Tak, 4TO 

OHa IPOHHKa BHYTPb H... Ta CTOPOHA BEITIAJeNa HeOTIMYHMO 

OT HapyKHeH: rpaqMeHT 3 OTBePCTHH, H3 AByX CTeKaeT 110 

3eleHOMY CleLy. 

— Kakasa 9mo? H3 deyx cmopox? — I pun TKHYM B OKA 
ciley]. 

—TIlocneduan npocKanupoeaxnan. 
Moocem, BCNOMHULUD. 

—Jmom ced, OH NPAMO HACK603b? 

— Hem-Hem-Hem, — 0Ha CHoBa 3aBpalljalia KaMepy. — Credbl 
Ha nogepxHocmu. A dance Mozy CKA3AMb, KAKOlI U3 HUX KaKOU, 
Mou... Bom a3mom — OHO nol3no BHYMpb, IMom — Hapydy. 

—TIIon3n0 euympb? 

—H xapyxy. 

— Imo on, — BbIgOXxHya Tawa. — Imo ece-MaKu OH. 

— To3dpaensio, npogeccop Muamomo, — 3aaBun lepeBatiko 
6e3 TEHH MOOMpeHHus B romoce. — Jeno 3axpeimo. 

— Yeeo mbl Ha MeHA Mak nanuuoca, — Tpun obpaTuica K 
Tamu. — # pacneyaman 3aH060, 3abbuIa? 

— Bce mak, — C olacKoli KMBHyyla OHA. 

— Tol onacuaa! H3 Hac deoux— 

—-—OmUHaA y Bac, pebama, OunNomamua, — TlepeOuna ero 
Mapua. — Tpemuti— nem, uemeepmblii dens U Bom OOUH U3 
HUX yoHe 2pOXHY OOHOO U3 HAC. 

— OH He xomen! Imo cynep-myno! — HacTaHBa I'pun. 


Ona = cluMmempu4naa. 


that cage.” 

‘T didn’t plan to kill anyone,” Grip stated. 

“Then try not to die,” Stalina replied from the hallway. 

“Sure,” Grip nodded. 

“Listen,” Thalia addressed Maria. “When he fell onto me, do you 
think he was trying to—?” 

“No. I’m sure he wasn't,” Grip replied. 

“Why?” 

“If that’s how it’s done, if it’s, ugh, crawling in and out, that’s 
not quick. It can’t just attack you from a distance, it’s a... slow 
process, I guess. Leave the body. Settle in, maybe” 

“it could infect me and keep running around. And I won’t-” 

“two tracks, see?” Maria pointed at the screen again. “He came 
back” 

“J don’t think it infected you, yeah,” Grip continued. “It could 
try its anae—... freeze you, for example, or what does it do—” 

“nothing,” Maria interjected. “it does nothing—” 

“to humans, yes, but, I mean, lizards. He wasn’t trying to kill 
you.” 

“How do I protect from it, what do I do?” Thalia pressed Maria. 

“Cover your nostrils, ears and mouth?” she suggested. 

“That sure won't be suspicious. Especially mouth,” Grip laughed 
nervously. 

“Keep in mind that it might kick in only an hour later. Shower 
thoroughly. Oh, yeah, it’s also not unique to Grip.” 

“Ts there a vaccine?” 

Who knew Thalia’s face could get even more pale? 


— H 6bl Mose XOPOUL, OOHO2O UZ HUX NOXUMUTU, NOMHULL ? — 
OTOpBaNca OT Temedoua JepeBAIIKO. 

—— He- 

—Jmo He A Ova, — BO3pa3Hna Mapua. — Imo ewe do 
KoHmakma. 

—Tbl mam Kak, omyem nuwews? — MOWHTepecoBalica 
HepeBalliKo. 

—TITuwy, — kuBuyn l'pum. 

—A omnpaeéb-ka e20 mue, ceituac, KaK ecmb. H caducb nucamb 
HO@blIl. 

—OH He mozem, — cyxo Bo3spa3sHa Tamua. — Tam noumu 
3aKam. 

[pHi MOKOpHO Haxkall OTMpaBHTb, WOBepHYyICA Ha WeyOK 

Tenedoua MuTpo MBaHosnya. 

— Ham nopa, — NoBTopuila 0Ha C HayKHMOM. 


— Hoéoe npaeuno, demu: HUKMO HuKOeO He yOugaem, ACHO? — 
HeOBOJIBHO 3anBHIa Mapua. — HY, kcmamu, Hem 6 KnemKe 
HUNE2O ONACHOLO. 

— Ja ue co6upanca A HuKOe2o yOueamb, — MaxHys I pun. 

—Toeda nonpooyii cam He ymupamb, — OTO3Ballacbh v3 
Kopuyopa CramHua. 

— Koneuno, — kuBHy I T'pun. 

— Crywaii, — Tama o6paTusacb Tem BpeMeHeM K Mapu. — 
OH Ko20a Ha MeHA nadan, OyMaelub, OH Nbimanca—? 

— Hem, cmo npoyexmos nem, A yeepex, — OTBeTHI put. 

—TIIouemy? 

— Ecau ox mak 9mo denaem, ecru, 9, nonseM BHYMpb U OOpamno, 


amo He 6ydem Obicmpo. OH He Mo3Kem Npocmo, Hy, C paccmo- 
AHUA, IMO... MeONeHHO, Hy. oKa ebLlezem. IoKa mam ycmpo- 
umca, BUOLMO— 

— Mo>cxo ae 3apasume u yOexcame, a A U- 

— —06a cneda, udu ? — Mapua CHOBa TKHYyyla B 9KpaH. — OX 
BO36PAWANCA. 

——mMakK 4MO A He Oymalo, 4MO Mel sapaxena, HEM, — Iposon- 
Ku T' pun. — OX Moe nonpoboeamb coll aHad— 3AMOpO3UMb, 
HanpuMep, WU 4UMO OHO Oenaem— 

— -Hu4ee0, — Bllesiia Mapua, — Huuezo OHO He Oenaem. 

— -J100AM, a A Npo slyepuy. He noimanca on me6A yOuMnd. 

— FH kak mue 3aiuwameca, denamb-mo umo? — JIOMbITBIBA- 
ach Tama y Mapu. 

— ITpuKpou yuu, Hoc u pom? — TOMbKO H IpeIOKWa OHA. 

— Boobie He nodospumenbHo, — HepBHO 3acmesica I pun. — 
Oco6exHo pom. 

— ITomuu, 4mo HaKpoleaem He cpazy, Moxcem, Yepe3 Yac. Motica 
miyamenbxo. A, U 0a, peakyua He yHUKabHa Ona puna. 

—A ecmb 6akuuna? 

KTo 3Hall, YTO Tay MOKET ObITH elle OneqHee? 

— Hy, maxaa... 

— ITposepena na?... 

— Tonvxo xa Ipune. 

— To ecmb, mol yoKe... — OHa IOBepHyacb K HeMy. 

— Jil, A... UAC HA3A0 y MeHA elye OUI BblOop. /KOaMb wu Npueu- 
Bambcn. 

— Humo mol ebi6upaewb cettuac? — yctano cipocuta Mapua. 


‘Not a great one.” 

“Tested on?...” 

“Just Grip.” 

“So you're already...” she turned to him. 

‘No, I... Several hours ago I still had a choice. To wait or to vacci- 
nate.” 

“And what’s your choice now?” Maria asked in a tired voice. 

“... Honestly, I don’t think it'll happen again. I’d wait. ’'m more 
afraid I'll bring this on board—” 

“Tt’s not an infection, remember?” 

“Yes, and? Doesn’t make it better.” 

“We won’t go mad and die all at once.” 

“Still, ’d rather not. I like all of you.” 

“So, how many do you—’” Thalia began again. 

“One. Grip’s one.” 

“T want it then.” 

“Take it, you’re a more useful specialist,” Grip gladly yielded. 

Maria opened the fridge, and gestured to Thalia to come along. 

“When will it—” 

“_four hours, give or take.” 

‘It’s already sunset!” 

‘Tll print more, just in case. Come here...” 


“For the record, again, it’s not deadly to them, is it?” Derevyashko 
inquired. 

‘It’s not,” Maria replied without turning away from Thalia. 

“That more or less rules out intent to murder.” 

“‘Thave an idea,” Grip jumped. “He didn’t try to kill me, just to get 


—... YeCMHO, A He Oymaia, uMO IMO noemopumca. A nodoHCOy. A 
6onblue 6010Cb, UMO 3aHECy IMO— 

— Ja ne 3apa3a amo, A He 2oeopuna. 

—Humo? Yem om amoeo ayuwe? 

— Mbt He cotidem c yma u He yMpem éce pa3om. 

— A Obl 6Ce PABHO... Bbl MHE Bce HPagumece. 

— Hf cKobKo ux y— — CHoBa Havalia Tass. 

— Oona, [puna. 

— To2da 2 Xouy. 

— 3a6upall, mbl y Hac Gonee YeHHblil cheuuanucm, — OXOTHO 
ycrynua I'pun. 

Mapiia OTKpbUIa XOMOMWIBHHK H YKeCTOM NoposBasa TayHi0. 

— FH CKoNbKO, Hy, 3attmem— 

—-yaCa YembIpe, NUOC-MUHYC. 

— Connue yore noumu ceno! 

— 4 cdenar ewe, Ha ecakuli cnyuatt. Hou cw0a... 


— Ewe pa3, Ona npomoxona, OnA HUX 9MO He CMepmeNbHO, 
mak? — yTOUHHA JlepeBalko. 

— Tak, — o6ponnia Mapua He OTBeKasicb. 

— To ecmb ymbicna yOumb He O10. 

— Y meua udea, — nogmpsirayn pun. — On xe nbumayica MeHA 
yOumb, npocmo 3ane3mb. OHU Nonpobosanu Ha B3pocrblx, He 
nony4uunoce, U noImomy Nonpocunu deme. 

HepeBsllKo MocmoTpell Ha Mapu, Ta Kayasa TouOBou. 

— He dymaw. 

— Moxcem 6vimb mak, umo... NyMb BHYMpb 20N08bl... HONbIULe He 
pabomaem? Y e3pociblx. 


in. They tried with adults, it didn’t work, so they asked for kids.” 

Derevyashko looked at Maria slightly shaking her head. 

“I don’t think so.” 

“Ts it possible that the way... into the head... no longer works? For 
adults.” 

“Huh?” Maria disposed of the tiny syringe. 

“Does something change in your head when you grow up?” 

“No, why are you asking? Wait, was he interested in small 
animals specifically?” 

“Yes, he was,” Thalia confirmed grimly. 

“Yes.” 

“They wore suits for what, half a year?” Stalina asked from the 
hallway. 

Maria nodded. 


Grip pointed at the jar: 

“We didn’t let him touch the fish, and it was glass and water... Just 
in case, can you scan its brain?” 

‘T could, when I get time for this. I’ll need to freeze—” 

“They haven’t touched,” Thalia insisted. 

“Doesn’t matter! What if it hid in the cage first and then got into 
it?” 

“Excellent thinking, pro—’ Dmytro Ivanovich shut up under 
Grip’s piercing gaze. 

“Understood. Yeah,” Maria grabbed the jar and headed out. 
“Actually, let me try this first...” she finished as she walked 
towards the teleports. 

“Oh well,” Thalia murmured, staring at the floor while rubbing 


— Ymo? — Mapa BIKMHyyla MaJIOCeHBKHH INN puy. 

— B 20no6e umo-mo MeHAeMCA, KOZ BbIPAaCMAaeULb? 

— Hem, a nowemy mol cnpawueaeuls? Toeodu, ok npuuenvHo 
NPOCUA MAMEHBKUX HCUBOMHDIX? 

—Aed, — MpauHo noyTBepyuia Tass. 

— JTa. 

—CKoMbKO oHU ObINU B cKagaHOpax, nepeble noneoda? — 
clpocvaia cHapyxu CTasHHa. 

Mapiia KHBHYJIa. 


[pull TKHYI B GaHky: 

— Pol6y Mbl emy mpozamb He Oanu, cmeKno, eoda... A IMomy 
MOIKHO, HA BCAKUL CAYYAU, NDOCKAHUPOBAMb MO32? 

— 4 Moey, Ko2da 6ydem epema. Hy2tHo 3aMopo3umMb— 

— Ja He mpozanu onu Opye dpyea, — HacTavBasa Tantus. 

— Heeascxo! Bopye on cnpamanca 6 Kreme, a menepb OH 6 Hell? 

— OmauuHaa eunomesa, npo— — \Mutpo Usanosuy 3amouk 
TO], TDKEIIBIM B3TLAOM T'puna. 

—Tlouana. Aea, — 3a6pana GanKy Mapua. — Hem, dasaiime 
mozda cHaua a... —IposouKalla OHa Ke CHapyKH, 110 IyTH 
K TeylenopTaM. 

— Oxoxo, — mpobopmotana Tanua, raja Ha To u WoTUpad 
met. 

—Tloka Mbl co6upaemca... Hado do2eosopumbcA, UMO Mbl emMy 
cKanCeM, a mo A Oymawo—— HaYall I'pun, HO OHa CKONIB3HYIIA 
110 HEMY B3IJLA {OM H BBILIA. 


On Jornal ee B KOpHyope. 


her neck. 
“While we’re packing... we need to agree on what to tell him, cause 
I guess—’ Grip began as she glanced at him and headed out. 


He followed her to the hallway. 

“T’ve skipped a day and a half, has he asked for anything?” 

“No, he was... excited after an adventure. Happy, scared, maybe. 
He just wanted to go home.” 

Thalia now looked friendly, focused and thoughtful. 

“Agree on what exactly? Hiding that the adults know?” she 
continued. 

“First of all, this. And in general. We should act as if we don’t 
know any more than we knew yesterday.” 

“And you didn’t die, you just felt bad and then— ugh, I don’t know 
to write that anyway —and you just rested before joining us.” 

They entered her room, adorned with white figurines and a 

larger aquarium. Grip checked it out briefly. 

“Not like I know these words either,” she continued. “I don’t even 
know how to write “die”. But, you know what! I guess *proper” 
does mean *ruling” after all. To control. Mind control, specifi- 
cally.” 

She hopped on the bed, squirmed there, and instinctively rubbed 

her neck once again. 

“What’chu got there?” Grip stepped closer. 

“What?” she froze. “Ah,” she averted her eyes. “Nothing. I put 
him there myself, remem—Uh. Right behind my ears.” 

“Maybe you just haven't scratched it right yet.” 

“Oh, shut up.” 


— SA TyT Nponycrun NonTOpa HA, OH YTO-HHOYb IpOcH? 
— Her, 0H... BO3OpKAeHHBIM ObUI Nocte OoMbMOTO MpHKIHO- 
YeHHA, TO JM Mepenyrasica, TO WH payoBasica. A TyMal0, OH 


IpocTo xXoTeN JOMOH. 
Tama TWepeMenumach, cTayla [pyKemoOHoOw, coOpaHHo u 
BJYMUHBOU. 
—JoropopuTsca 0 4eM? — TpoyoupKana oHa. — YrTo 


CKPbIBaeM, UTO B3POCIIbIe 3HalOT? 

—9To Mepsoe. JJa Hayo B IpHHuMMe AoropopuTsca. Henb3a 
CIlaMTbCA, YTO MbI 3HaeM OOMbIe, YeM BYepa. 

—V{ Tel He yMep, Te6e mpocTo cTamo MWIOXO— 4 BCe paBHO He 
3Hal0, KaK 9TO HallHcaTb! —ThI OTAbIXa, B APYFOM MECTE, a 
NOTOM MIpHied K HaM. 

OHH 3allUIH B ee KOMHATY, C AKBaPHYMOM H OelIbIMH yKpallleHH- 

amu. [pH 3afjepKasicd HOCMOTpeTb Ha aKBapHyM. 

—V 9THx cuIOB @ TOKe He 3Halo, — MposowKaa ona. — A 
jlaoKe He 3Hal0, KaK HallHCaTb «yMep». 3aTO HX «IIpaBHJIbHO», 
TOXOKe, AeHCTBUTeIbHO HM eCTb «IIpaBuTb». YupaBilATh. 
Mosramu. 

Oua 3alpbITHyJla Ha KPOBaTh, Noep3asla H CHOBa HeIPOU3BO/IbHO 

ToTepsia Wer0. 

— Ja N0KaKu TEI, ¥TO y TeOs TaM. 

— Ja Huuero. A cama ero TyJa CaKasla, WOM 9x. IIpamo 3a yun. 

— Moxe TbI elle 1paBHJIbHO He Yecamace. 

— Ja ny Te6s. 

—Ilyyy, ycloxolica. CKOMBKO Ipouwio yxKe, THI B HOpMe. A 
Tellepb ellje H IPHBATAs. 


“Just kidding. Look, calm down. You've been OK for a long while 
since. And now you’re also vaccinated.” 

She nodded and eased up a little. 

“What are these things, by the way?” Grip changed the subject. 

“Decorations. I... just like them.” 

“Do they hold any... meaning?” 

“No. But I think they look like animals. This one’s like a bird...” 

At least from where he stood, it looked like anything but a bird. 

“Ive asked Stalina, and she said we're allotted up to 10 g of 
decorations per day. And I’ve scaled up the lightest ones.” 

“Nice. And all I have is a pet.” 

“You also can order some.” 

“Speaking of which, got any paper?” 


Grip ran around the base to grab blank paper, then the sheets he 
left at the canteen, then to his old room for the pencil... Thalia 
awaited him at the airlock. The sun was almost down, but he 
could now walk this patch of the desert even on a starless night, 
with his eyes closed. 


“Uh oh,” Thalia let out as the inner door slid open, as she slowly 
lowered her reflector to the ground, eyes locked at the centre. 
Two lizards waited for them there, one twice the size of the other 

one. 
“Interesting...” Grip intoned. 


They approached the centre with great care. Thalia assumed 
position across Newt, Grip put the paper down and sat to the 
left, facing the larger lizard. The first phase was already on the 


Ona KHBHYJIa H CilerKa paccnaOwace. 

— A 4TO 9TO 3a IITyKH-TO? — cMeHW Temy pHi. 

— Yxpallenua. A... MHe HpaBHTCs. 

— A 3HayeHHe y HHX eCTb Kakoe-T0? 

—Hert. Ho Mue, MHOra, K@KETCH, YTO OHH Ha XKMBOTHBIX 
TlOXOKU. BOT ITO — Ha IITHIY... 

Kak MHHMMyM C MeCTa, Ife cross pun, OHO ObLIO MOXOKe Ha YTO 

YTOHO, TONIKO He Ha ITHILY. 

— A mpocto y CTamMHbI CHpocusa, YTO HaM MOKHO, H TaM OBLIO 
ObITOBLIX YKpalleHHt fo 10 rpamM B jens. H « yBenuunna 
CaMBle JIeTKHe. 

—Y-y, a Y MeHA TOJIBKO MMTOMeL. 

— Moxelllb ToxKe 3aKa3aTb, BCEM MOXKHO. 

— A 6ymarn y Te6sa HeT? 


[pull HOCHJICA To 6a3e 3a YHCTON OyMaron, 3a TOM, 4TO 3aObII B 
CTONOBOH, B CTapy!0 KOMHATY 3a KapaHJallloM... TayiMa 2KJaza 
ero y mt103a. ComHIe yKe NOUTH CeO, HO Tellepb OH ITOT KYCOK 
HeOa pollen Obl HU Oe33Be3{HOH HOU, XOTb C 3aKPbITBIMU 
rla3aMu. 


— 0-oy, — THXO IpoMouBHa Tad Nox WypilaHHe BHYTpeH- 
Hel JBepH, 

WM aKKypaTHO NOMOKHA OTPHKaTeIb Ha NON, He CBOAA Taz 

C WeHTpa. TaM HX .KJaNH DBe AWepHUE!, OfHa BABOe Combe 

Upyrou. 

— Humepecno, — tpotauyn T'pun. 


OHH OCTOPOKHO MpomwM K WexTpy. Tama 3aHala MecTO 


sand in front of them: 

“(exist-?] [sky-in] [be-new’]” 

“(true-not]” Grip wrote after a brief hesitation. 

“(we] [see] | [exist] [sounds’]” the large lizard wrote in silence, 

without rattling. 

“(sound-?|” 

Newt wrote nothing and stayed behind. It was unlikely he could 

even see the 

“(exist] [sounds’|” 

over the large lizard’s body. 

“(exist-not] [sky-in] [be-new’]” Thalia assured towards the large 

lizard. 

“(exist] {down-in] [living place’) 

| (living place] [go] {up’)” 

“(true]’ Grip wrote, then elaborated: 

“(exist] {up-in] [be-new-not’] 

| [be-new-not] [go] [down’]” 

“(yours-of-?]” 

“(true]’ Grip pointed at the sign again. 

“(I [show]” Newt clicked, making the large lizard turn its eyes 
towards him. 

Or at least Grip thought it was a “(show)”. 


“(you] [show] |aforementioned’ 

[be-new] [show] [aforementioned’|” it stated. 

“(exist] {up-in] [be-new-not’] [exist] (down-in] [be-new’ 
|(be-new-not] [go] [down’] [exist] [down-in] [be-new-not’]’ Grip 
continued, and then decided to clarify: “[be-new] | [be-I-?]” 


HanpoTue Hpiora, pun lomo KM Oymary H cell CyleBa, HallpOTHB 
OONbIMOH AMepHIbI. Hayano pasroBopy ObINO yKe MOMOKeHO — 
OOpalljeHHoe K HM, Ha IlecKe BUHENOCE: 

— |cylljecTBOBaTb-1H?] [He60-B] [HOBBIH’] 

— |HCTMHHO-He] — Hanvcan I'pun, Heomro MoKoseOaBIIHCcb. 
— |MbI] [BuyfeTs] | [cyecTBoBaTE] [3ByKH’] — mMCcama OombIMad 
ailepula B THINHHE, 63 CTpeKOTa. 

— |3BYK-J1H?] 

HbIOoT Mosuall H TonTasca c3aqu. He dakT, 4TO OH BUEN H3-3a 
OONbIMOH AMepHITbI «[CyIMeCTBOBATS] [3BYKH’}». 

— |cyllecTBOBaTb-He] [He60-B] [HOBBIM’] — yBepama Tanna. 

— |cylljecTBoBaT3] [BHH3-B] DKWIMIMNe’| 

KVM] [HATH] [BBepX’] 

—|(McTHHHO] — yTouHH pun, 3aTeM pa3BHJI MbICIIb. — 
CYI€CTBOBAaTb] [BBepX-B] [HOBbIM-He’] | [HOBBIM-He] [MATH] 
BHY3’| 

— |BallIM-X-J1H?| 

— |HCTHHHO| — TKHYI Nasbyem T'pun. 

a] [1oKa3bIBaTb] — Ipocrpekotam HBIOT. 

To Kpalieli Mepe pully moKka3gamocb, 4TO 3TO OBIO 
«{MOKa3bIBaTb)». Bowbiiad# sMepHija WOBepHyacb yOcTO- 
UTb HbwTa B3TIAOM. 


[Tbr] [OKa3bIBaTB] [BbIMeyNOMAHYTOE | 

[HOBBIH] [OKa3bIBaTB] [BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOe’] — 3adBHJIa OHA. 
[CyIIJeCTBOBaT5] 
[ 
[ 


[BBepX-B] [HOBBIH-He’] _[cyI]eCTBOBaT| 
BHH3-B] [HOBBII’| 
| (HOBBIH-He] [HTH] [BHu3’) [cyMecTBOBaTb]  [BHH3-B] 


The lizard glanced at Newt again. 


“(exist] [here-in] [be-new’]’ Grip erased it all and attempted 
another tactic. 

“(exist] {up-in] [be-old’} [be-old] [go] [down’ 

| [exist] [down-in] (living place’] [living place] [go] [up’]” 

the lizard stated, without asking anything again. 

“It’s so that there—” Thalia began, but stopped, bombarded with 
a barrage of angry rattling. 

Everybody looked at her, until she continued, nervously: 

“(exist] {up-in] [living place’] (be-first] (living place] [go] [down’]’ 

“exist] [down-in] [living place’ [be-second] [living place] [go] 

up’|” 

The large lizard has inspected her writing, stopped to think, then 

turned to offensive again: 

“(exist] {living place-in] |yours-of] [be-new’]” 

“(true]’ Grip agreed. 

“(purpose-?|” it wrote with a swift swipe, the whisper of the 

parting sand echoing the absent rattling. 

“[be-new] [see] 

| [living place-in] {sleep-of] 

|[exist-not] [danger’]” Grip reassured it. 

The lizard turned to Newt, rattled something: 

“(youl [...-?] [...]” 

Then went to write: 

“(be-new] [be-danger-?] | [you-?] [sleep]” 

“(be-new] [be-danger-not! | [I] [sleep|” 

“youl [...-?] [...]” it turned its head at Newt. 


HOBBIH-He’] — npoyoKuN I pun, a WOTOM elle 7O6aBuN: 
— |HOBBIM] | [6bITb-MHOH-71?] 
Aleputya CHOBa B3rAHya Ha Hp10TAa. 


— |cylljecTBoBaTS] [cloJ,a-B] [HOBBIM’) — Bce cTep HW NoMpoboBart 
HOBY10 TaKTHRy ['pun. 
— [cylljecTBoBaT3] [BBepx-B] [cTapbIit’] [crapBri] [HTH] [BHU3’] 
cylecTBoBaTb] [BHH3-B] [KuMMMe’] [KHIMUIe] [HATH] 
BBepXx’] — ONATb YTBep Kala, a He ClipallMBalla Ajepuya. 
—9rTo uTo6bi— — Havana Tama, HO TYT Ke OcCeKAaCb OT 
TPOMKOTO Tpecka. 

Bce cMOTpevIv Ha Hee, I10Ka OHa, 3aMeTHO HepBAHYAd, He NpOAOI- 
OKITA: 
—|cymecTBoBaTb] [BBepx-B] [KuMIe’) [MepBEIi] [KHTHUTe] 
WITH] (BHM3’| 
CyMeCTBOBaTS] (BHH3-B] DKHIMMe’| (BTOpoOd] PKuMMIe] (MATH) 
BBX | 
Boublad AepHia IPOMHCHeKTHpoBasla ee HaIHcs. UM, Heqoro 
AYMap, CHOBa Iepellia B HaCTYIUIeHHe: 
— [cymecTBoBaTp] [KWIMUIe-B] [BalH-x] [HOBEIH’} 
— [McTHHHO| — cormacunca T'pun. 
— |N0/1b3a-sIM?| — Mopox necKa, paccTyMaroujerocs OT ayleraHt- 
HOTO B3MaXa XBOCTOM, ObIJI CIOBHO 9XOM OTCYTCTBY1IOWero 
Tpecka. 
— |HOBbIi4] [BHeTD| 
| DRHJIMUe-B] [CH-a] 

| [cyltjecTBOBaT-He] [OlacHocTs’| — 3aBepsn Tpun. 
Alepuya MOBepHyacb K HBIOTY, IpoTpelaa 4TO-TO: 


Grip squinted, as if it helped him understand. 

“(exist] [inside-in] [I’] {...] [...] [...] [exist] [outside-in] [I’]’ was all he 
could make out of Newt’s response. 

The large lizard froze with its head turned. 


Then, if rejoicing was laughter after all, that’s how the ensuing 
exchange played out: 
“Hehe,” the large lizard loudly chuckled. 
“Hehe,” Newt backed it with a nervous chuckle of his own. 
“Hehe,” the large one repeated before charging at Newt. “(I!! [...|! 
[you-...]! [...]! [...]!” 
Instead of running away, Newt dashed towards Thalia. As the 
large and less manoeuvrable lizard ran along the glass line 
clicking at him, he took the shortest path to the glass half and 
there he started climbing up Thalia’s suit in a spiral while 
rattling something back. She, in turn, resisted the urge to shake 
him off, gave Grip a short “WHAT” glance, twisted to keep an eye 
on Newt, and started to carefully get up. Grip sprang to his feet 
and, lost for words, clapped instead. All rattling stopped for a 
second as he got everyone’s attention. 


Grip stretched his hand out towards Newt, he rattled something 
in return. 

“(youl (be-...] ...” echoed the response from below. 

Grip pointed at his palm with a finger, Newt rattled again, but 
started climbing towards it. Thalia twisted to take a better look 
at Newt, slightly hindering his efforts, and asked Newt in a voice 
full of doubt: 


— [Th] [...-1H?] [...] 

Vi pasBepHysacb oOpaTHo: 

— |HOBBIMj] [OMacHBIH-1H?] | [TbI-1H?] [cllaTb] 
— |HOBBIM] (omacHBIH-He] | [a] [cats] 


— [TI] [...-1H?] [...] 
[pun comlypwics, 6yLTO 3TO MoMOraJiO eMy CIbIMATE. 
—|cyllecTBoBaTb] [BHYTpb-B] [#’] [...] [...] [...] [CyjecTBOBaTs] 


Hapyxy-B] [a] — YacTH4HO paz0bpam oH oTBeT Hp10TA. 


EcuIM JIMKOBaHHe BCe-TaKH ObIO CMeXOM, TO JaJIbIle ObLIO BOT 
UTO: 
— Xe-Xe, — IPpOMKO XHXHKHya OoNbMad AMepHya. 
— Xe-xe, — moyjepxasl ee HpI0T. 
—Xe-xe, — I0BTOpHiia OoNbMad AMepuwa WH KHHYyacb Ha 
Hp10Ta, rposHo crpexoua — [si]! [...]! [Thr-...]! (...]! [Ji 
BMeCTO TOTO 4TOOEI ab Jepy B 3akaT, HbWT Opocuica Hallepe- 
pes, Ha Tauro. Ioka Oombillad H MeHee MaHeBpeHHad AllepHia 
OexKala BAO cTekKIa H WelKasla, OH ApalaHyl Ha cTeKIO 
10 KpaTuaHilew, a TaM CiMpasbi0 BBepX M0 KOCTIOMy TaJHH, 
cTpeKoua B OTBeT. Ona, B CBO OYepesb, yepKalacb OT TOFO, 
YTOOEI ETO CKHHYTS, BSTIAHya Ha [puta c oYepeTHEIM HEMBIM 
BOIpPOCOM B Tla3aX, CKpyTH1acb, YTOOBI BUeTb HbwrTa H cTaa 
aKKypaTHO BCTaBaTb. pH BCKOUMI Ha HOTH H, He Hala cyOB, 
XIONHY B ajo. Ha cekyHy TpecK lpekpaTWica, H OH 
3aBslajjell BCeOOMHM BHAMaHHeM. 


Tpunl mpotanym Hpiory mpaByto 1ajoHb, HBT OATS 3acTpeKo- 
Tal YTO-TO HENOHATHOE. 


“Go?” 
“Stop,” Grip nipped the idea in the bud. “Everybody calm down.” 
“(...not]” the large lizard objected to something. 


Newt reluctantly crawled onto Grip’s hand, letting Thalia untwist 
herself and act unencumbered. Grip brought Newt closer to his 
ear to tune into his quieter ratting until he could make out the 
repeated “[do-go]’. 

“No,” Grip told him in his best language teaching tone, 

and Newt lowered his head in silence. 


Grip looked down; the context strongly implied it was “(be-new] 
(do-go] |down’]” being shouted at them. 

“Explain.” 

“Explain what?” Thalia echoed, disoriented. 

“Please just write ‘explain’, OK?” 

Thalia sat down again to write “(do-explain]’, as ratting got 
quieter and calmer over time. 


“(be-new] [be-proper-not] |do-go] [down’} 

| [I] [eat] [tail’] [be-new-of]” came the explanation. 

“Hehe. Why not proper?” 

do-explain] [be-new’} [be-proper-not]” Thalia continued. 
The large lizard stopped to think for a good half a minute. 
Ij [see-not] [...] [...]” Newt rattled. 

Grip gave the long-set sun a prolonged glance. 


you] [show] (be-proper] [be-new’] 
|[you] [do-hold] {be-new’] (down’)’ it finally replied. 


— |Tbl] [...-bI] — OMATb B3s1aCb 3a CBOE AMepHIla CHH3Y. 

T pull yKa3ail Ha afOHb WabyeM, HbIoT MOBOpYaN 4TO-TO, HO 

tomes. TyT cTasla Meath Tamu — BbIBepHylacb B CTOPOHY 

Hb10Ta, OTAaIHB eFO OT We, H TOMOCOM, NOJHbIM COMHeHHH, 

cmpocwia: 

—Homu-? 

— Ja cmoti mvi, — 3apyOun ujfew Ha Kopi I'pun. — Ycnoxoil- 
MeCb 6bl CE. 

— |...-He] — cllopuia c YeM-TO CHU3y OoNbIad AMeputya. 


HOT HeEOXOTHO, HO 3ale3 Ha pyKy, Tak uTO Tama cmora 

pacKpyTHTbca H BEICBOOOAHTECA. pun moyHec HplwTa K yxy, 

YTOOEI HACTPOHTSCA Ha efO THX CTPeKOT, HM JeprKall, WoKa He 

CMOr pa306paTb NoBTOpsoMeecsa «[(H-H]». 

—Hem, — oTuwtTal oH efO CBOMM JIYYIMM y4HTeIbCKHM 
TOHOM, H HbIOT CTHX, MOBeCHB TOJIOBy. 


[pull MOCMOTpelI BHH3; 10 KOHTeKCTY OBIJIO MOHATHO, YTO OTTY a 
cTpekoTavIH «|HOBbIM] (H1-H] [BHH3’|». 

— O6eAcHU. 

— O66ACHU UMO? — TOBTOpHNa TaMa B 3aMellAaTeJBCTBE. 

— ITpocmo nanuuu «o6sacHu», nadHo? 

TasIMa Ipvcela HanHcaTb «|OOBACH-Aii|». TpecK nocTeleHHo 
yuerca. 


— |HOBBIM] [T1paBHJIbHEIH-He] [H1-H] [BHH3’] 
| [a] [ecTb] [xBocT’] [HOB-oro] — nocTymuno oObACHeHHe. 
— Xexe. Tlouemy Henpasusbuoltt? 
— |OOBSACH-aii] [HOBBIH’] [MpaBHbHbIi-He] — MpofowKusa 


Grip started to lower himself back, while Newt rattled in panic: 
“(do-hold] [up’] [do-hold] (up’]” his clicking finally switched to 
simple concepts. 

Grip unceremoniously grabbed him around the body and 
lowered onto the sand. Newt wiggled, rattled “{do-hold] [up’)”, 
tried to twist its way back into safety, then went for a running 
start. Grip held him above the ground, watching the sand fly up, 
while the large lizard calmly aimed for the Newt tail’s... base. 


“Uh-huh,” Grip noted, and yanked Newt upwards at the last 
moment, much to the large lizard’s angry, clicking dismay. 

‘Tll take him, you’ll write,” Thalia suggested without a trace of 
enthusiasm. Grip shook his head. 

Newt stopped panicking and dangled obediently like an 

exhausted sausage. 


“Is Newt proper? Will you bite his tail?” Grip dictated. 

“(be-new] [be-proper-?] 

| [you] [eat-?] [tail’} [be-new-of]’ Thalia gave up on alignment. 
The large lizard stopped rattling and replied with signs Grip 
never saw before, so he could only assume what their meaning 
was: 

“(eat] (be-new’] [be-proper-not] 

| [be-new] [break] [properness’|” 

“Write down the last two.” 

She swiped the sand off the glass before writing the signs down. 
The large lizard watched her, disoriented. 

“Done.” 


Tanmua. 
— |] [BueTb-He) [...] |... — Tpemjam Hpr0T. 
[pull CTOAII H CMOTper B CTOPOHY AaBHO 3alllepMero COMHIA. 


— |ThI] [TOKa3bIBaT5] [MpaBHIbHbIM] |HOBBI’ | 

TbI] [qepxK-4] [HoBBIH’] [BHH3’] — OTBeTHJIa, HaKOHell, 

alepua. 

Tputl Hayval OllycKaTbcs, Yem FoBe HbwTa 10 HcTepHkH: 

— [JJepK-H] [BBepx’ | [TepK-H1] [BBepx’] — CTpeKOTaI OH, HaKOHeL, 
OCTYNHO. 

[pul GecllepeMOHHO YXBaTHII eTO TonepeK TYOBMIMA H ONYCKaN 

Ha necok. HbiOT W3BHBaJICd, Tpelal «(epxK-H] [BBepx’|», 

IIITAJICA BbIBEPHYTHCA H B30eKATh M0 PyKaBy, a IPH COMPHKOC- 

HOBeHHH C II€CKOM CTasI pa3OpacbIBaTb eT, TOTOBACE AaTb Jepy. 

Boublad ailjepuija, TeM BpeMeHeM, CIOKOMHO HaljemMacb 

HBIOTY Ha... OCHOBaHHe XBOCTA. 


— Ara, — oTMetTu I'pum H pbiBKoM logHan Hb10Ta B NOCMeqHuM 
MOMEHT, K APOCTHO MeKalolWeMy HeyJOBOMSCTBHIO OOOH 
alle pHIBI. 

— JJati e20 mue, a cam nuwu, — mpeyoxuna Tamua 6e3 TeHu 
JHTy3Ha3Ma. 

[pum mepexpaTui HpwtTa moyyqobHee HU MOMOTam romoBoH. 

HesaqawivBbt yOulta WOKOpwica cyybOe H ycTamo CBUCal 43 

Kyylaka. 


— Hoiom npasunbuotil? Bydewutb Kycamb e20 3a xeocm? 
— [HOBBIM] (T1paBHIbHEIH-1H?] 
| [TBI] [ecTb-71H?] [xBocT’] [HoB-oro] — 3a6uNa BbIPAaBHHBaTb 


Taya. 

Boublat Alepula WpekpaTwla TpecKOTHW Hu OTBeTHIa paHee 
HeBHaHHbIMH 3HaKaMH, CMBIC KOTOpbIX pum MOF TOKO 
npeymonarats: 
— [ecTs] [HOBBIM’] [paBHIbHBIH-He| 

| [HOBBIM] [1oMaTS] [IpaBHIbHOCTE’] 
— 3anuwu nocnednue dea. 
Taya CMaxHyJla HeCcOK CO CTeKJla H IPHHWacb HepepHcoBEIBaTb 
3HaKH. Boubilad AlepHla CMoTpesia Ha Hee C pacTepsAHHBIM 
MOOOMBITCTBOM. 
—Tomoeo. 
— 3auem OH ee ChoOMaN? 
— [00a CH-si] [HOBEIH] [ToMaTs] [IpaBHIIbHOCTS’| 
— AHMeUMpUX Ha «HoOsblil», — TompaBH ee I'pHI. 
—Axnmeumo? 
—ITpoexanu. 
— |HOBBIM] [xoTeTb-He] | [BbI] [3HaTb] 
— Ymo ne xomen? Kmo ne 3Haem? 
Boubllad Alepula YIOBHIa 3aMeWMaTeIbCTBO H 6e3 MepeBosa, H 
TpoyO KUNA: 
— |HOBbIii] [XOTeTE-He] [OMaTH’] [IIpaBWIbHOCTD | 

| [BBI] [3HaT] [Bal] [3HaTB| 
[pum mogHan Hpiora Ha ypoBeHb rya3. OH ofobpuTenbHo 
3alleBeIHJICA, IpHBeTCTByA m060e ABHKeHHe BBepx. [pun 
TOcaJ{MII ETO Ha NpaBoe WieU0, TOT BIeMHICA B HETO, a TOOBOH 
ylepca Kyfa-TO B HOMOOpojoK. 


Tpuil ceJI Ha KOJIeHH, BLITeCHHII TasIMio C HeHTpa. 


“Why did he break it?” 

“(do-explain| [be-new] [break] [properness’|” 

“Antestroke upon ‘new’,” Grip corrected her. 

“Antewhat?” 

“Forget it.” 

“(be-new] [want-not] | [yous] [know]” 

“Doesn’t want what? Know what?” 

The large lizard inferred his confusion without any translation, 
and extended the writing: 

“(be-new] [want-not] [break’] [properness’] 

| [yous] [know] [yours] [know]’ 

Grip brought Newt up to the eye level. He wiggled approvingly, 
welcoming the upwards movement. Grip placed him on his right 
shoulder. Newt clung to it tight, its head bumping against Grip’s 
chin. 


Grip lowered to his knees, displacing Thalia from the centre. 

“] [want] [show’|” he wrote carefully.  “(do-eat-not] [tail’] 
be-new-of|” 

“(be-new] [show-not] [be-new] [be-proper-not] 

|(do-hold] [do-go} [be-new’] [down’|” 

“(1] [want] [know’] [explain’] 

|[do-explain] [be-new’ [break] [properness’]” 

“[be-new] [be-wise-not] 

| [be-new] [want-not]” 

Grip just stared at the writing disapprovingly. Thalia moved 
closer to Grip, almost forming a shoulder-to-shoulder escape 
route for Newt. 


a] [XoTeTS] [10Ka3bIBaTP | 

€-IIb-He| [XBOCT’] [HOB-OF0] 

HOBBIH] [OKa3bIBaTb-He] (HOBBIM] [1paBWIbHBIH-He] 

Tepk-l] [H1-4] (HOBBIH’) [BHH3’| 

a] [XoTeTS] [3HaT’| [OOBACHATS | 

OOBACH-THi] [HOBBIH’] [oMaTB] [paBHIbHOCTS’] 

HOBBIM] [My/IpbIii-He]} | [HOBEIHi] [XOTeTb-He] 

[pHi mpocro HeoxoOpuTenbHO cMOTpen Ha HagnMce. Tarna 
Togcena OWKe, WIeyoM K Ileyy, peyoctaBiad HEWTy NYT K 
OTCTYII€HHIO. 


— [HOBbIi] [10Ka3bIBaTb-He] [MBI’] 
| [mer] [HTH] [BHH3’] — TOTepsla TeplleHHe sAlepuia. 
—Xopowo, — BApPyr Wpow3Hecia Tawa CBOMM YYHTeIbCKHM 
TOJIOCOM. 
— |HCTMHHO-He] — mpoctpexkotan HbIT Kyfa-TO B ev. 
—TIpun, y Hac npo6nema, — BKpajtuvBo Hatasia Oa. — Hado 
BblOUPaMb CMOPOHY. 
Ee royoc ycokaHBa HproTa HW pasypaxall Apyryto AWepHuy. 
— Mune nydtHbl omeemb! nonyulue, — pABKHY T'pun. 


—|TsI] [aymats] | [msr’] [onacHbi-nH?] — oH MpoyoOwKUT 
ompoc. 

— |BalIM] [omacHErii] | [BbI] [OlacHBIM-He] — rlacHy OTBeT. 

— |HOBBIM] [OacHBIM-1H?] ([HalH-x| 

— |HOBBIMi] [My/{pbIHi] [oMacHErii-He] 

| [HOBBIM] [MyJ{pbIii-He] [onacHEIit] 


— |[HCTHHHO] — oT Bcel Ayu cormacwica pum. 


“[be-new] {show-not] [we’] 

| [we] [go] [down’]” the lizard ran out of patience. 

“Good,” Thalia suddenly said in her language teacher voice. 

“(true-not]” Newt rattled into Grip’s neck. 

“We have a problem, Grip,” she spoke softly. “We need to take a 
side.” 

Her voice had a soothing effect on Newt and irritated the other 

lizard. 

“I need better answers than that,” Grip spat out angrily. 


“(youl [think] | [we’] [be-danger-?]” he continued the questioning. 
“(yours] [be-danger] | [yous] [be-danger-not]” was the reply. 
“(be-new] [be-danger-?] |ours-of|” 

“(be-new] [be-wise] [be-danger-not] 

| [be-new] [be-wise-not] [be-danger]” 

“(true|’ Grip agreed wholeheartedly. 


“(exist-not] [be-new’| 

|[exist] [be-new’|” Grip wrote and topped the columns off with 
“(do-explain|’. 

“[exist] [be-new’] [animals-of| 

|[exist-not] [be-new’] [ours-of] 

Thalia stared daggers at Grip. 


“(be-new-?| |show]” Grip wrote and added an isosceles right trian- 
gle as the third sign. 

The lizard took its sweet time to answer: 

“(aforementioned] (be-new-not] 

| [aforementioned] (be-I-not]” 


CYI€CTBOBATb-He] |HOBBIM’ | 

CyIecTBOBaTb] [HOBBIM’] — Hanvcan Tpun, H yBeHYar 
CTONOIBI «[OObACH-AH|». 

CYJ€CTBOBATS] [HOBBIM’] [/KHBOTH-BIX| 

CYI€CTBOBATb-He] [HOBBIT | [HaIIH-X| 


Tamua cBepmuia [puiia B3rva 0M. 


HOBBIH-JIH?] (1OKa3bIBaTb] — Hava pun, A TPeTbHM 3HaKOM 
HapHCcoBasl paBHoOepeHHbI IpAMOYTOMbHbIM TpeyTObHHK. 


Sepia OTBETHIIa OUeHD H O4eHD He Cpasy: 


BBIMeYNOMAHYTOE] [HOBEIH-He| 

BBIMeYNOMAHYTOE| |ObITb-MHOH-He] 

Ball] [MOKa3bIBaTb-He] | [BallIH] [TOKa3bIBaT5] 

— cipocua I'pun. — [o6bAcH-9i1] 

Halu] [BAeT-He] [BaltIv’| 

Halu] [BHeTS] [BalH’] — NapHpoBana AMepula. 

Bally] [XOTeTb-JIH?] [3HaTb’| [HalIn’| 

— Hauam mucaTs I'pun 4 3apaboTam TEYOK MEKTy pedep — 
An! 

«Tol NoimaewibcA NpeKpamumb KOKMAaKmMb1?» — APOCTHO 
mumena Taya. 


—A npocmo cnpocun— 


Henb3A 3adagamb makue 3apAyxceHHble Bonpoco!! 

—eclu C HaMU xXOYem 2oeopumMb MosbKO Heim, Bce ye 
KonueHo! — IIbITaJICA Mepeluners ee [pun. — Ecru Ho1om 
2060puM MONbKO 3a cebA, Mo ece! 


Boubiiiad iiljepHija, TM BpeMeHeM, OTBETHIIA: 


“(yours] [show-not] | [yours] [show]” Grip inquired. “|do-explain]’ 
“ours] [see-not] [yours’] | [ours] [see] [yours’|” the lizard parried. 
“(yours] [want-?] [know’] [ours’]...” Grip started writing and got 
promptly poked between the ribs. “Ow!” 

“Are you trying to end the contact?” Thalia hissed furiously. 

“It’s just a question—” 

“You can’t ask such loaded questions!—” 

“If it’s only Newt who wants to talk to us, we’re already done!” 
Grip hissed in return simultaneously. “If Newt only speaks for 
itself, that’s already it!” 


The large lizard, meanwhile, answered them: 
“(we] [know-not] [purpose’] [yours-of| 
| [exist] [interest’} (exist-not] [purpose’]” 
“(we] [show] [yous] [show] [exist] [purpose’] 

|[we] [show-not] [yous] [show-not] [exist-not] [purpose’]” Grip 
steered back. 
“(I] [{understand-not] [purpose’] [yours-of] 

| [be-new] [want] [purpose’] |yours-of]” it stated. 

Grip glanced at his shoulder, reached out to the beginning of the 
phrase and circled “[be-new] [want] [purpose’|”. Newt didn’t like 
the stretching manoeuvre, and started turning clumsily. 

“(exist] {?#5?’] [ours-of] | [exist] [be-many-not] |ours’|” 


Newt’s crawling was rewarded with grabbing him by the sides 
and placing him back on the shoulder, facing outwards. 
“(do-explain] | [?#5?’]’ | [?#5?] [be-animal-of-?|” 

“(be-new] [want] | [you’] [help]” 


— [mbI] [3HaTb-He|] [11071b3a’| [BaH-X] 
CYI€CTBOBATS] [MHTepec’] [CyI,eCTBOBaTb-He] [110]1b3a’] 
—J|MbI] [M0Ka3bIBaTb] [BBI] [MOKa3bIBaTb] [CyIJeCTBOBAaTS] 
T10J1b3a’| 
MBI] (TOKa3bIBaTb-He | [BbI] [IOKa3bIBaTb-He] [CyIeCTBOBATb-He] 
T101b3a’] — BbIpyH pun. 
— |(s] [WOHHMAaTE-He| [11071b3a’| [BaLH-x] 
HOBBIM] [XOTeTS] [0b3a’| [BalH-x] — 3aBH1a OHA. 
[pun B3TAHYyI Ha Wleuo, MOTAHYICA K CaMOMY Hayasy crom6ua 
M oOBeN «{HOBBIM] [xoTeTs] [Io7b3a’|». HEIOTY 3TOT MaHeBp 
IpHileicd He 10 ye, HM Tellepb OH HeyKMOKe MbITAIICA 
pasBepHYTECA Ha Ileve. 
— |[cyljecTBoBaTp] [?Ne5?’] [HamH-x] 

| [cyltjecTBOBaTS] [MHOrve-He] [HallIv’} 


BosHa Hpiota Oblla BOSHarparkeHa: efO YXBATHI 3a 60Ka 4 
TepecTaBWiM MopAOH HapyxKy. 

— [00BaCH-Aii] [?No5?’] | (?No5?] [KHBOTH-BIH-OF0-111? | 

— |HOBBIM] [xoTeTS] | [THI’] [ToMoraT] 

— [a] [ToHHMaTE-He] [?No5?’} 

— |[?No5?] [nepBprit] | [?No5?] [Bropo] — HanMcama sleputa 
BOOK, 6yf{TO OOpalijanacb K KOMY-TO TpeTbeMy, a 3aTeM 
BepHYaCb BTOMIKOBbIBaTS I'pully: 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [MHOTHe-He] [HallH’ 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [MHOTHe-He] | KHBOTHEIe’-J11? | 
| [BBIMeyMOMAHYTOe-IH?] [?No5?-brit] [BalH-x] 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [MHOTHe] [KHBOTHEIe’] 
— |cylljecTBoBaTs] [MHOTHe-He] [HallH’ 


“(I (understand-not] (?#5?”|” 

“(?#5?] [be-first] | [?#5?] [be-second|” the lizard wrote sideways, as 
if it addressed someone invisible, and then returned to repeat to 
Grip: 

“(exist] [be-many-not] [ours’]” 

“(exist] [be-many-not] [animals’-?] 

aforementioned-?] [be-?#5?] [yours-of]” 

“(exist] [be-many] [animals’] 

exist] (be-many-not] [ours’]” 


“May I?” Thalia reached towards the sand. 

Grip nodded. 

“(exist] {ours-in] [object’] [be-complex| 

aforementioned] [help] [exist’] [be-many-er]” she composed an 
unorthodox comparative. 

“[I] [know] [aforementioned’ [exist’] [be-less-er’| 

|(be-new] [think] [aforementioned’] [exist’}] [be-many-er’|” the 
lizard borrowed part of it and instantly ruined her triumph: 
“(ours] [want-not] | [yours’] [show]” 

Thalia tensed up. 

“(be-new] [want] |we’] [show]” Grip objected. 

“(be-new] | [be-wise-not]’ it countered. 

“(object] [be-complex] [help] [exist’] [be-many-er’] - [true] 

| [object] [be-complex] {help] [exist’] [be-less-er’] - [true] 

| [object] [be-many] [help] (exist’] [be-less-er’] - [true]” 
“(aforementioned-?] [help] (go’] 

|[you] [show] [aforementioned’-?]” 

“Yes, a teleport,” Thalia hissed. 


— Moocno 1? — NoTAHyMacb K Hecky Taya. 
pull KMBHYII. 
— |cylljecTBoBaT3) [HalIH-B] [Mpey{Met’] [COKHEIH| 
BBIMeYNOMAHYTOE] [MOMOraTS] |CyIeCcTBOBATD | [6oubIe] 

— coOpama oHa HeOpTOJOKcaIbHy!0 cpaBHUTesIbHy10 
KOHCTPYKUHI0 H3 «(MHOTHe}». 
— [a] [3HaTS] [BLIMeynoMAHYyTOe’] [cylecTBOBaTE | [MeHBIIe’ | 
HOBBIM] [J{yMaTb] [BbIMeyNoMaAHyToe’) [CyIeCTBOBaT’] 
Combe’ | 
— OTBeTHIa AMepHua, H TT Ke 3allopoa et Becb TPHYMO. 

— |Hawtu] [xoTeTb-He] | [BalH’] [1OKa3bIBaTS| 
Taya Hallparmacs. 
— |HOBBIM] [XoTeTS] | [MbI’] [1OKa3bIBaTb] — BOspaKall pun. 
— |HoBbIii] | [MypbIH-He] — oTOua ona. 
— |mpeyMet] [cnoKHBIH] [MoMoraTs] {cylecTBOBaTE’} [GoubITe’} 
— |HCTHHHO]| 
| [1peqmer] [cnoxKHBIH] [ToMorats] [cyMecTBoOBaTs’] [MeHBIIEe’| 
— |HCTHHHO] 
| [1peymet] [MHorHe] [MoMoraTs] [CyI|ecTBOBaTS’] [MeHBIIe’] — 
HCTHHHO| 
— |BbIMeyNOMAHYTOe-H?] [OMOraTs] [HATH | 
| [TBI] [TOKa3bIBaTB] [BEIMeyMOMAHYTOe 1H?) 
— Ta, menenopm, — wumena Tana. 
— [MCTHHHO| — Hamucan T'pun. 
— Onu 6oxmcA CmupaHua... — o3By4HNa TaHA JOBOMbHO-TaKU 
OUeBHHbIM BbIBOI. 

HbI0T Apoxall. Jlaku y Hero ycTamH? 


“(true]’ Grip wrote. 

“They’re afraid of erasing...” Thalia voiced one rather obvious 
thought. 

Newt began to shiver. Have its legs got tired? 


“(do-exist-not] [be-less-er’| 

do-exist-not] [be-less-er’|” the lizard stressed. 

“(we] [help] [exist’] [be-many-er] [yous’|” Grip assured and contin- 
ued: 

“(be-new] [want] [show’] | [you] [eat-?] [be-new’]” 

The lizard did not reply. Grip tried grabbing Newt again, eliciting 
an unmistakable “[true-not]”. 


“(be-new] [go-?] | [living place’) [ours-of]’ Grip asked. 
“(be-new] [break] [properness’| 

be-new] [can] (go’]” it replied and instantly followed with: 
“(exist] [be-new’| [ours] [show] 

exist-not] [be-new’| [ours] [show-not]” 

“ours] [can] [exist’] [be-many-er] [be-new’] 

yours] [can] [exist’] [be-less-er] [ours’]” Grip composed. 
“Wait,” he addressed Newt, who tried to crawl across again. 
“ours] [be-strong-not] 

ours] (can-not)” the lizard objected. 

“(yours] [can]” Grip circled, then proceeded: 

“(exist] {animal-in] [be-old] [you’] 

exist] [outside-in] [animal-of] [you’] 

exist] (animal-in] [you-of] [you’|” 

“(true]’ the lizard agreed reluctantly and added “{yours| 


— |cylljecTB-yii-He] [MeHBIIe’} 

CyeCTB-yit-He] [MeHbIe’] — noyYepKHYya Aepura. 

— [pI] [TomoraTp] [cyiecTBOBaTB’| [GOubUTe] [BEI’] 

— 3aBepuil [pull H IposOuDKHM: 

— |HOBBIM] [XoTeTS] [TOKa3bIBaTb’ | 

TI] [ECTB-JIH?| [HOBBIN’] 

Alepuya He oTBeTHIIA. [PHI MOMbITAICA yXBaTHTb HptoTa elle 
pa3, BbI3BaB OTKJIMK, KOTOPbIM HH C YeM yKe OBUIO He CHYTATE: 
— |HCTHHHO-He] 


— [HOBBIM] (HpTH-1H?] | >KAMHITe’) [HalMH-x] 
— [HOBbIH] [O0MaTS] [ITpaBHIbHOCTE | 
HOBbIM] [Moub| [MTH’| 
— OTBeTHIa OHA, H TYT Ke WOOaBHa: 
CYI€CTBOBATS] {HOBbIM’| [Halu] [MOKa3bIBaTb] 
CYI€CTBOBATb-He] [HOBBIM | [HalIH] [1OKa3bIBaTb-He| 
HalltM] [(MouB] [cylecTBOBaTB’ | [GOJbIe] [HOBBIH’) 
BallH] [MOuB] [CyIecTBOBaT’] [MeHBIe] [HalliH’] 
— cocTaBu I'pun. 
—)kKou, — oOparunca on K HbWTY, KOTOPEIM OMATS Kyfa-TO 
coopasics. 
— [Ham] [CHJIBHEIH-He] 
| [Hamu] [Moub-He] — BO3pa3Hia ALepura. 
— [Balm] [Moab] — o6Ben I'pun, 3aTeM MpO/OKUN: 
— [cyllecTBoBaTS] [}KHBOTHOE-B] [cTapEIi] [THI’] 
| [cyltjecTBoBaTS] [HapyKy-B] [KUBOTH-OTO] [TEI’] 
| [cyltjecTBOBaTB] [KUBOTHOE-B] [TBOM] [THT] 
—|HCTHHHO] — HeOXOTHO IIpH3Haa slepuija. — [Balu] 


(know-not] | [yours] [know]” 


“Uh-huh,” Grip agreed. 

Circled “{outside-in] [animal-of|’. Rubbed his eyes, tired of the 

darkness. Elaborated further: 

“(substance] [yours-of] [be-danger]” 

“(] {understand-not] | [I] [be-substance-not)” the lizard objected. 
[yours] [be-danger]’ Grip pressed forward. “[I| [know]” 

“(do-explain|” 

“(we [go] [hold] [be-new’] | [we] {go|—” 


“ 


“He asked us not to tell adults,” Thalia protested. 

“It said Newt broke the properness. They'll kill him, he’s no 
longer part—” 

“Hear me out! Yes, it said he doesn’t speak for them. Yes, it 
promised to eat his tail. But they care, they—they won’t kill him,” 
she argued. 

“Why do they let me take him? If they care—” 

“Look, I hear you! I’m not convinced.” 


“(we [go] [hold] [be-new’] | [we] [go] [living place’] [ours-of|” Grip 
continued. “|brain] [ours-of] [be-complex] | [you] [be-danger] 
inside-in]” 

“(can-not] [exist’-?] [inside-in] {ours’]” the lizard wondered. 
“(yours] [go] {inside’] | [can-not] [exist’] [I’)” 

The lizard started to run in circles, stopped to breathe, contin- 
ued... 

“(exist] | [you’]” it objected. 

“{I] [be-new] [be-animal]” Grip explained to the best of his abili- 


[3HaTb-He] | [BalrH] [3HaTB] 


— Ara, — cormacwica [pu 

O6sen «{HapyxXy-B] DKMBOTH-oFro}». Torep ria3a, ycTaBiiMe OT 
TeMHOTEI. ITpoOJDKHJI MBICIIB: 

— |[MaTepvaml] [BalH-x] [OMacHEIi] 

— |] [MOHHMaTb-He] 

| [a] [MaTepHaOBBIH-He] — BO3paKalla Aleputa. 

— [Balm] |omacHEriit] — apn I'pun. — [s] [3HaTs] 

— [o6baCH-ai] 

— [MBI] [4TH] [epKaTs] [HOBEIH’] 

| (meq) [HTH)— 


— OH CKa3aN: 63pOcnbIM He paccKasblgamb, — IpoTecToBasa 
Tamms. 

— Ona cxa3ana, umo Hbiom cnoman npaeutbHocme. OHU yObiom 
€20, OH bose He YACMb— 

——da YCrbilulb Mb MexsA! JTa, OHA CKAZANA, UMO OH 3A HUX He 
2osopum. J]a, ona cKa3zana, umo cBecm ezo xeocm. Ho oxa 
nepexcueaem, OHU— OHU He yObIOM e20. 

—A ye20 mozda omdaem? Paz nepexcusaem— 

—-—A crbiuly me6a! Ho A He yOexcdena. 


— [MBI] [4TH] [epKaTs] [HOBEIH’] 
| (Mer) [HTH] DKHITHUIe’] [HanrH-x] 
— mpogomxun I pun — [mMosr] [HanmH-x] [co xKHEIH]) | [THI] 
[OMacHBIi] [BHYTPb-B| 
— |MO4Bb-He] [CyIjecTBOBaT’-1H?| [BHYTpb-B] [HallH’| 
— 3ajJallacb BOIPOcoM sAllepuia. 


ties. 
“(be-new] [go] [inside’} 

| [exist] [be-less-er] [yours’]” it double-checked. 
“(exist] [be-less-er] [ours’] 

|[object|—-” Grip didn’t get the chance to finish the column. 
The large lizard charged him, rattling loudly, and started 
climbing the glass, then the right knee. Grip clapped again, 
almost sending Newt flying off his shoulder, and pointed at the 
sand with the index finger of his left hand. His attacker slowly 
hacked off to the sand half. 


“You dare climb me once more, and I’m the one taking a bite out of 
you, got it? It’s—’ Grip almost got knocked off-balance by Thalia’s 
heavy stare. 

“(you] [be-danger-?] {I-of|” Grip asked menacingly. 

“(true-not]” the lizard admitted. 

“(be-new-of]” Grip replaced the last sign. 

The lizard made a circle and came back: 

“(IJ (understand-not] [Ij [understand] 

you] [want] [eat’} [be-new’]” 

“Come on!” Grip uttered and went into explanations: 

“(be-new] [want-not] [break’] [properness’] 

be-new] [want] [know’] [I’]’ 

“(animal] [you-of|— 

be-new] [break|-” 

“(I] [go-not] [outside’} 

I] [be-one| [be-animal]’ Grip interrupted. 

The lizard laid down to rest where it stood. 


— [BalM] [HTH] [BAYTpB’ | 

MOUb-He] [cyIecTBOBaTB’ [1’] 

Amepula 3aGeraa, OCTAHOBMIACh MOAbIMATS, TPOAOMKWA... 
— |cylljecTBoBaT3) [THI’] 

— [a] [HOBBIM] [KUBOTH-bIM] — 0ObACHHA T'pun, Kak Mor. 

— [HoBBIH] [HTH] [BHYTPB’| 

| [cyltjecTBOBaTB] [MeHBIe] [BallH’] — Mepectipocua ona. 
— |cylljecTBOBaTS] [MeHBIIe] [HalIH’] 


| [(wpeqmet|— puny He Jas 3aKOHYHTS cTONGeN. 

Boublilad AMepHia JOMaHyacb Ha Hero, Tpellja Ha BeCb KyNON, 
HM MWosesia Ha CTeKIO, 3aTeM Ha WpaBoe KoMeHO. [pH cHOBa 
XJIOMHYI B aQjOWH, YyTb He CKHHYB pH 3TOM Hbi0TAa, H yKasall 
TlaIbl[eM WeBOH PyKH Ha Neco. Ero oOMYHYa MeeHHO cyana 
Hasajl, 


— Ele pa3 Ha Meus oyle3ellib, 1 CaM TeOA MOKyCal0, ACHO TeOe? 
[pul cilerKa KawHyJICd NOX THKEIBIM B3TAOM TasHu. 

— |ThI] [oacHbIH-1H?] [MoH] — rpo3Ho HaBucar Ipun. 

— |HCTHHHO-He] — Hallvcana sljepuya. 

— [(HOB-OF0] — OH IOMeHAII 3HaK. 

Aljeputa 3alOKMIA elle KPYT. 

—|(s] (WoHHMaTE-He|] {s1] [OHHMAaTD| 

Tb] [XOTETH] [€CTb’] [HOBBI’| 

— Ja ayjHo! — BocKIMKHYI I'pHn W WpHHAICd OOBACHATS: 
HOBBIH] [KOTeTb-He] [TOMaTB’| [IpaBHIbHOCTS | 

HOBbIM] [XOTeTH] [3HaTb’| {1’| 

JKMBOTHOE] (TBOM|— 

HOBbIM] [OMaTb|— 


“Ican’t take this any more, Ineed light,” Thalia stood up and went 
for the reflector. “And for the love of Maria: do not kill each 
other.” 

Newt felt that something’s happening and turned on the shoul- 

ders until he faced downwards. 

“You can climb down if that suits you better,” Grip mumbled. 


Thalia returned and set up illumination. The large lizard stood 
up, walked back and forth and lay back down. 

“(I] [can] [exist’] [be-many-er] [yous’|” Grip wrote as he ran out of 
patience. 

“(I] [want-not] | [be-new] [want]’ it replied. 

“Huh,” Grip shifted closer, reinvigorated: 

“{I] [do-go-?] [do-hold-?] [be-new] [be-new-?] 

T] [do-go-?] (do-hold-?] [be-new] [two]” 

“(true]” 


“See?” he addressed Thalia triumphantly. 

“Grip! You can’t just take him—” 

“What? We just did that, remember—” 

“We can’t just bring him-” 

“-He’s dead to them!... Don’t you see? Where else will he go, 
they'll eat him!” 

“No, they won't!” 

“Why?” 

‘J... [don’t believe it!” 

“... wow,” Grip threw up his left arm, remembering that Newt 
occupies the right shoulder at the very last moment. 


— [a] (WyTH-He] [Hapyxy’] 
| [4] [B OM HOTO] DKMBOTH-bIM] — HepsIIMBO Hepedun ee pun. 

AMeputa Terma Te cToma. 

— Bee, 1 Tak 6ouIbIIe He MOTY, MHe HYKeH cBeT, — TayMa BCTasa 
HW yula 3a OTpaxKaTeem. — Mapuu pajy, He moyOupalite 
Apyt Apyra. 

HBIOT OHM, YTO YTO-TO NPOHCXOJMT, H Ke Cye3 10 pyKaBy TAK, 

YTO CMOTpell B ION. 

— TBI eCiIM XOUEIIb, Th MOKEIIb BOOSIE Ce3Tb, — Npobypyat 
pum. 


TaylHa BepHylacb H HacTpowa cBeT. boubiad AlepHtya BcTasa, 
Ipowwlacb Tyfa-Clofa H CHOBa Jlersia. 

— [a] [Moun] [cynecTBoBaTs’] |6ombmMe} [BEI] — Hamucan I'pun, 
Koryja eF0 TepleHHe HCCAKIIO. 

— [a] [xoTeTb-He] | [HOBbIM] [xoTeTb] — ObII0 eMy OTBETOM. 

— Xm, — pull IpHaBuHyIICcA, BOOLyMeBIeHHEIM: 

— [a] [W1-W-11?] (]epoK-H-11?] [HOBBIM] [HOBBIH-1111? | 

al] [HJ-H-11H?] [JepoK-H-111?] [HOBBIM] [Ba] 

— [HCTHHHO] 


— Buduutb? — on nobeqHO MoBepHyyica K Tamu. 

—TIpun, nem! Tol He Mowceub NDOCMO 63AMb e20— 

— —Yeeo? Moi monbKo umo, 3abbia—? 

——Mbl He movcem npocmo npuxecmu— 

——OH Ona HUX Mepme!... Tbl UMO, He BudUULb? Kyda ewe emy 
udmu, OHU e2o caednm! 

— Hem! He ceedam. 


“Newt has not agreed to that,” Thalia countered. 

“No,” Grip succumbed to manic laughter. “Newt hasn’t asked me 
anything either.” 

“You’re gonna lose trust of both sides!” she hissed. 

“Nah, they’ve just allowed it. It’s gonna he fine,” Grip turned to 
the sand to write, cackling. 

“Or become the worst decision in your life.” 

“Oh, right? And what’s your...” Grip paused for a second. “What’s 
your plan?” 

Thalia didn’t answer. 

“Thought so.” 


“(you] [want-?] [know’] | [exist’] [be-many-er] [ours’]” Grip asked. 
“object] | [be-complex}” the lizard replied without much interest. 
Grip began to draw: “[be-old]’, another “[be-old|”, two arrows 
and a “[be-new]’. 


“Ij [understand] | [animals’] [be-new]” 


Grip drew another diagram: 

“(be-old] > [object] [be-complex] [know] > [be-old] [be-second]” 
“(be-old-?] | [be-new-?]” 

“(be-new] > [object] [be-complex] [know] > [be-new] [be-second]” 
“(exist] | [two’-?]” 
“(exist] | [be-many 
Grip suddenly realized that the lizard ignores his finger, staring 
up his arm at Newt instead. But it didn’t come to a fight, and the 
conversation resumed. 

“(aforementioned] [help] {go’|” the lizard was well-informed. 


» 


—3mo nowemy? 

—4... A ne eepr! 

— Yx moi! — I'puil BCKHHYI JeByl0 pyky, B WOCHeHHH MOMeHT 
BCIIOMHHB, YTO Ha NpaBoM Ileye CHMT HBT. 

— Hbiom xa 3mo He nodnucvieanca, — NapupoBasa TaHa. 

— Hem, — Ipull cMesyicd Kak MaHbAK. — Meus on mote He 
cnpawuean. 

— Tol pacmepseutb dogepue o6eux cmopox! — mutesa Ona. 

— /Ja Hy, Box OHU paspewuuUnu. Bce bydem HOpMaNbHo. 

— Hu o6epxemca xyouiim peulenuem 6 méeoell HCUZHU. 

—Aéyem méou... — 3alHyJICA Ha ceKyHAy I pun.— Kakoe meot 
nau? 

TayIMa He oTBevasIa. 

— Tak su dyman. 


— |ThI] [XoTeTb-71M?] [3HaTE’] | [cyMecTBOBaTS | (GobIMe] [HalH’) 
— |npeymer] | [cnOxKHEIH] — OTMaxHyiacb AIlepuiya. 

[pull IpHHAicd pucoBaTs: «|cTapbiii]», ele «|cTapbii]», ABe 
CTPeJIKH H «|HOBBIIi|». 

— |a] [1oHHMaTS] | >KABOTHEIe’] [HOBBIH] 


T'putl Havas HOBy10: 

— |cTapbiii] > [mpeaMet] [co KHEIM) [3HaTB] > [cTapBIit] [BTOpoH] 
— |cTapbiit-1M?] | [HOBBIH-11?| 

— |HOBBIM] > [pey{MeT] [COKHEIH] [3HaTH] > [HOBEIM] [BTOpOH] 
— |cyllecTBoBaTs] | [1Ba’-711?] 

— |cylljecTBoBaTs] | (MHOrHe] 

[pul Bypyr ocosHall, TO AMepHa CMOTPHT He Ha Masel, 


“(true]’ Grip agreed. 

“(aforementioned] [help] {go’| [sky’]” the lizard extended. 

“(aforementioned] [help] [go’} (sky’] [be-second]” Thalia crammed 
in another sign. 

“(exist-not] [you’] [be-first] 

|[you] [be-second] (go]” the lizard demonstrated its firm grasp of 
the concept. 


“At least ask for their permission,” Thalia said. 

“(you] [want-?] [hold’] [be-new’ [two]” Grip asked. 

“(hold] [be-new’| [be-wise-not] [one] 

|(hold] [be-new’) [be-wise-not] [two]’ the lizard replied and 
continued after a dramatic pause: “[properness] [be-broken] | 
...| [..]”, pointing with a tail at a blank space, inviting Grip to 
continue. 

“(properness] [be-broken] | [yours] [be-many]’ Grip wrote upside- 
down confidently. 

“That’s not an answer,” Thalia complained. 

“(I] {do-go-?] [do-hold-?} [be-new] [two]’ Grip repeated the 
question. 

“(you] [show] [you’] [can] 

you] [want] [you’] [can]” 

“Ts that an answer?” 

“Yes,” she admitted reluctantly. 


“(be-new] [go] [hold] animal’ [be-large]...” Grip suggested. 
“(be-new] [want-not] [animal’} [be-large]” the lizard objected. 
“[be-new] [can-not-?|” 


a BBePX, BAOb pyKH, Ha Hpwra. Ho Apaku He CyYMIOCE, 
pa3TroBop NpOsODKHIICH. 

— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOE] [OMOraTs] [HATH’} 

— IIpOJJeMOHCTpupoBala OCBEJOMMEHHOCTS AlepHya. 

— [HCTHHHO] 
— |BbIIMeyNOMAHYTOEe] [oMoraTs] [HATH’} [He60") 

— TIpoyoKusa ona. 

— |BbIIMeyMOMAHYTOE] [OMoraTs] [HATH [HeG6o’] [BropoHt] 
— BTHcHyla TaJMa ellie OHH 3HaK. 

— |cyllecTBOBaTb-He] [THI’] [TepBbIi] 

TBI] [BTOpod] [MATH] 

— T03HaHHA Ae PHU! OBVIH TyOoKe, YEM Y HEKOTOPBIX. 


— Paspewenua cnpocu, — cKa3aja Tass. 
— |ThI] [xoTeT-11M?] [epKaTB’] [HOBbIH’] [Ba] — crpocun pun. 
— |JepKaTs] [HOBBI’] [My{pEIH-He] [ONHH] 
| [epKaTs] [HOBbIH’] [My{pbIH-He] [7a] 
— OTBETHJa OHA, H, NOCHe ONTO Maysbl, CIpocHsa: 
— |[[paBHJIBHOCTS] |cnOMaHHBIi] 
| [...] [...] — XBOCT IPH3bIBall IpOJOIDKUTE. 
— |[[paBHJIBHOCTS] |[cnOMaHHBIM] 
| [Bal] [MHOrHe] — yBepeHHO BIIMCam BBepX HOraMu T'pun. 
— 3Imo He omeem, — TloKaoBaach Taya. 
— [a] (W1-H-1111?] (JepK-H-71?] [HoBEIM] [Ba] — NoBTopun T'pun. 
— |ThI] [ToKa3bIBaTB] [TEI’) [MOU] 
| [TBI] [XOTeTE] [THI’] [Mou] 
— Imo — omeem? — tloBpepuysica I’ pun. 
— Ta, — HeOXOTHO IIpu3Hasia Ona. 


“[be-new] [want-not)” 

“(be-large] {be-old-not}” Grip delineated. 

“(be-new] [be-new-not}” the lizard brought them into a dead end. 

“What? Why? Where have you even seen large animals?” Grip 
asked aloud, to no answer. 

“(exist] {up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

|[exist-not] [here-in] [you’] [exist] [here-in-?] [you’]” Grip reused 

the ritual form. 

“(true]” the lizard didn’t elaborate. 

“you] [hold] {sign’-?] [you-of]” 

“(I] | (be-second]” 

“you] [be-second] 

| (be-new] |...” Grip pointed at a blank space. 

be-new] | [be-new]’ the lizard completed, contradicting its 

previous cryptic statement. 

Grip slowly erased the writing. 

“(you] [want] [know’-?] 

|[exist’] [be-many-?} (ours’]” the large lizard suggested. 

“(true]” 

“[two] | [nine]” 

“How much is it? When it’s written like—” Thalia asked. 

“eleven-?|” Grip asked directly with an elaborate sign. 

“(true]” 

“(yous] | [be-eleven-?| 

true}” the Second waved away. 

“There must be some mistake,” Thalia murmured. 

“[be-new] [be-eleventh-?|” 


— |HOBBIM] (MATH) [epKaTB] [KHBOTHOE’] [(GoNbMNON)... 

— Tpeqoxu I'pun. 

— [HOBbIi] [XoTeTb-He] [KHBOTHOE’] {OObINOH| 

— Bospasvila Alepuiya. 

— [HOBbIi{] [MOub-He-1H?| 

— [HOBbIi{] [XoTeTb-He] 

— |6ombm0u] [cTapEtH-He] — pasrpaHuuan Ipun. 

— |HOBBIM] (HOBBIM-He] — 3aBeyla pa3sTOBOp B TYMMK Alepula. 

— UtTo? Kak? Bui rye Boobie BUEN OObIIMX IKUBOTHBIX? — 
HejjoyMeBal I'pull B BO3AYX. 


— |cymecTBoBaTs] [BBepx-B] [comHIe’] [cyljecTBOBaTb] |BHH3-B] 
COuHIe’| 
CYMeCTBOBATb-HE] {c1of1a-B] [THI’] [CyIeCTBOBATS] |C10/,a-B-1H?] 
TET] 
— HCHONb30Ball pUTyaIbHYyW dopmy Iput. 
— |HCTHHHO| — He CTaJla BuaBaTbCA B eTaH Aljepuya. 
— |TbI] [MepKaTs] [3Hak’-s1H?] [TBOH] 
— |] | [Bropoi] 
— |ThI] [BTopod] 
| [HoBBIM] |...] — [pum yKagasi Ha IycToe MecTo. 
— |HOBBIi] | [HOBBIT] 
— JONOMHWIa AMepHua, IpOTHBOpeya cBOeMy IPOWWIoMy 
3aragOUHOMy YTBepKLeHHI0. 
pull MeyleHHO CTep HayiIIHcH. 
— |ThI] [xoTeTS] [3HaTb’-11H?| 
| [cyltjecTBoBaTs’] [MHOrHe-s1H?| [HalIH’} 
— TIpeqnooKuna amepuua. 


HCTHHHO| 

7a] | |{eBaTb] 

3mo cKoneKo? Koeda oHO mak 3anucaHo... — cipocuna 
Taya. 

OJMHHaaTb-1M?] — cipocut pun B 106 3aMBICIOBaTbIM 
3HaKOM. 

HCTHHHO| 

BI] | [BOMMHHaaTepoM-JIH?] 

HCTHHHO] — Maxuyi Bropoit. 

3mo KaKas-mo ouu6Ka, — bopmotaiia Tamua. 

HOBbIM] [OMMHHAaWaTbIi-J1? | 

Halu] [HOBBIM-He] | [HalmH] |cTapBIH-He] 

OOBACH-5H1] 

CYI€CTBOBATb-He] |COBMeCTHEIH] [HalIH’] 

CYMeCTBOBaTS] [COBMeCTHBIM] [HalIv’| 

pey/Met-11H?] [omorats] [cyecTBOBaTs’| [GoUTe] [BEI’] 
CYM€CTBOBATS] [BbIMeyIOMAHYTOE | 

CYI€CTBOBATE-He] [BLIMeyIOMAHYTOe’| 

7a ayo, — B3foxHyn pun. 


CYIeCTBOBaTS] [BBepx-B] [ComHUe’| [cyIjecTBOBaTS] [BHH3-B] 
COuHIC’| 

CyMeCTBOBaTb-He| [TH] [clofa-B] [cyMecTBOBaTb] [TEI’] 
cl0Jja-B-JIH? | 

HCTHHHO] 

— OTBETHIa AMepHlla, H, Ha ITOT, pa3 pasrOBOpHace: 

a] [OKa3bIBaTb} [HOBBIM’] [paBHJIbHBIH-He] [CyI|eCTBOBAT’] 


“(ours] [be-new-not] | [ours] {be-old-not]” 
“(do-explain|” 

“(exist-not] [be-together] [ours’| 

| [exist] [be-together] [ours’|” 

“(object-?] [help] [exist’] [be-many-er] [yous’]” 
“(exist] [aforementioned’] 

|[exist-not] [aforementioned’|” 

“Oh, come on,” Grip sighed. 


“ 


exist] (up-in] [sun’] [exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

|[exist-not] [you’] [here-in] [exist] [you’] [here-in-?]” 

“(true]” the lizard answered, and, this time, elaborated: 

] [show] [be-new’] [be-proper-not] [exist’] [be-less-er] [you’] 

| [I] [show] [you’] [want] [exist’] [be-new’] [be-many-er]” 

“(Ij [think] | [be-second’] [be-proper|’ Grip tried to express grati- 
tude. 

be-proper] | [be-less-er|”, the Second replied before running 
away. 


“ 


“Come here, you critter. Hope you won’t kill me today.” 

Grip picked up shaking Newt from the shoulder. Newt couldn’t 
decide which part of Grip to look at. 

“Please go guard the button.” 

“What?.. Me?” 

“Yes. I don’t want him to run away.” 

“Oh, that one...” 


Thalia dragged her feet to the airlock, into the darkness, bitter 
and disappointed, then plopped onto the sand in front of it. Only 


MeHBIIe] (TEY’} 

| [a] [MoKa3bIBaTb] [TH] [xoTeTb] [cyMecTBOBaTb’) [HOBBIi’| 
[Oombute] 

— [a] [qymaTs] | [BTopon’] [TpaBHIbHEIH] 
— TONbITaJICA BbIPasHTb OaroyjapHocts T'pun. 

— [paBHIbHEIi] | [MeHBITe] 
— oTBeTu Bropolt Mepey Tem, Kak yOexKaTB. 


[ 
[ 


—JlaqHo, Mom, 3Bepex. Hafetocb, ceroqHA THI MeHA He 
IPHKOHUHIIB. 

T'putl cHa Apoxamjero HproTa c meua. TOT Bce He MOT pellHTs, 

Ha KaKyl0 uacTb pula CMOTpeTE. 

— CXOJH, Hocme]M 3a KHONKOH, oKayHcra. 

—YUero?... A?... 

— Al He xouy, 4TOOEI OH COeKAII. 

— A, 9Ta... 


PazoyapoBaHHad, oOWKeHHad Tama moOpena B TeMHOTY, K 
WUN03y AVIA AWepHY, H WIUOXHYacb Ha WecoOK epey] HM. 
Tombxko Toryja pun omyctum Hpiwra Ha MecoK, YToOb! HanHcaTs: 
— [Thi] (“gTH] | >KaMHIe’) [HanH-x] 
HBT Cena Kpyl Ha NOfKaMMBalowMXcA IalKax, Hadpell Ha 
pyky [puma 4 TOKO Tora 3aMeTHI Haji. 
— [a] [xoTeTb-He] | [H{TH’] [BHU3’] — OTBETHII OH. 
— [cylljecTBoBaTp] [4-B] [TEY’] 

| [cyltjecTBoBaTB] [MeHBIe] [HalIH’} 

— TIpogoypKa o3HaHHe I'pun. 

HbI0T oTOexKall B CTOPOHy. 


then Grip has put Newt down to write: 


“ 


h 


“ 


“ 


N 


you] [go] (living place’] [ours-of]” 

ewtran a circle, his legs almost failing him, stumbled into Grip’s 
and and only then noticed the writing. 

I] [want-not] | [go’] [down’]” he replied. 

exist] (I-in] [you’] 

exist] [be-less-er] [ours’]’ Grip kept grilling him. 


Newt ran to the side. 


Ij [want-not] |aforementioned’] [I] [understand] 
you] [want] [eat’} (tail’] [I-of|” he wrote, 


slightly curving around Grip’s hand. 


I] [want] (exist’] [be-many-er] [you’)” Grip sent him into another 


lap. 
“(you] [see] [I’| {be-one| 
| [you] [see-not] (’] finside-in}” Grip continued. 


“ 


“ 


“ 


see-not] | [you’]” Newt confirmed selectively. 
you] [be-danger] [inside-in]” 
I] (be-danger] |outside-in]” 


Both stared at each other, confused. 


exist] {inside-in] [animal] |yours-of] [you’] [be-danger-not] 
exist] {inside-in] [I] [you’] [be-danger]’ Grip clarified. 
exist] [be-less-er] [you’] 


do-explain] [exist’] [you’|” 
object} | [be-complex|” 


Newt rejoiced: 


T] | [know]? 


you] [want-?] (exist’] [be-many-er] [yours’]” Grip inquired. 


a] [XOTeTb-He] [BIMeyMOMAHYTOEe | [1] [OHHMaTS] 

TBI] [XOTeTS] [ecTs’] [xBocT’} [MoH] 

— Hallvcan OH Cilerka Ayrouw, OyATO ObI CTOPOHACh pykKu 
Tpuma. 

a [xoTeTS] [cyiecTBOBaTs’| (GombIe] [THI’] 

— IIpu3HaHve 3acTaBuio HpiTa yHTH elle Ha OM Kpyr. 
Tb] [BETH] (A’] [B OHOTO] 

TbI] [BHeTb-He] [1’] [(BHYTPb-B] 

— IIpoJOJDKHII Tem BpemeHeM pul. 

BHJ[eTb-He] [THI] — H36HpaTebHO NoATBepAW HIT. 
TbI] [OMacHBIi] [BHYTPb-B] 

a] [onacHBIit] [HapyKy-B] 


06a HeqOyMeHHO CMOTpeNH Apyr Ha Apyra. 


| 
Hb 


Hb 


CYMeCTBOBaTb] [BHYTpb-B] [KHBOTHOe] [Baltu-x} [THI’] 
omlacHbiit-He| 

CYeCTBOBATS] [BHYTPB-B] [A] [THI’] [OMacHBIit]” 

— yrounua pu. 

CYeCTBOBATS] [MeHBIe] [THI | 

OOBACH-TH] [CyI[eCTBOBATE’] [THT 

TpegMer] | [COXKHEIH| 

JOT BOSJIMKOBaII: 

a] | (3HaTb 
TI] [XOTeTb-H?] [CyIjecTBOBATD | [OombINe] [BalIH’] 
— CHpocw HanocmeyoK put. 

HCTHHHO] | [HCTHHHO] 

TbI] (HTH) | DRUM’) [HalH-x| 


JOT 3ayle3 Ha Jagoub, [pHi BcTal HM WoMaxal Tamu Meson 


“(true] | (true]” 

“(you] [go] [living place’) [ours-of|” Grip put his hand down and 
Newt climbed it. 

He stood up to wave his left hand at Thalia. 


“What’s up?” she screamed from the distance. 

“We're coming home to copy this scarecrow,” Grip giggled. 

Newt was mesmerized by the sound of speech, turning his head 

towards it. 

“Has he agreed to that?” 

“Well, he’s excited we can make more of them. Let’s go, let’s go 
hand him over to our biologists.” 

“Maybe we even can.” 

“Why not?” 

Thalia paused to read the remnants of the writings before she 

picked up the light. 

“Anything else I need to know about?” 

“I think it’s all clear.” 

“Glad it’s clear for you,” she remarked angrily. 


“What do you want to know?” Grip briefly considered sticking 
Newt to his suit before following her. 

“What does it all mean to the human-lizard relationship,” she 
replied. 

“That's the problem—’ Grip started giggling again. 

“Stop it! You act like a total kid! Think like a diplomat for once,” 
she scolded him. 

“Listen, diplomat!... I was promised a life-sized statue!... with 


pyKou. 


— Ymo mam?! — KpuKHysla OHA Ha ToyxXore. 

— MbI Hem JJOMOH, KOMMpoBaTs ITO Uy4eN0, — cmMeayica I'pun. 

HBIOT, 3aBOPOKCHHEIM HHOMIaHeTHOH peybl0, MOBOpayHBasca 

Ha 3BYK. 

— A 0H cormlaceH? 

— Hy, 0H JOBOsIeH Kak CJIOH, YTO MBI MOKeM CfelaTb OoubLle HX. 
la oem, Moye, CijayjMM ero HalllMM Onos0raM. 

— MoxetT  MOxKeM. 

—A tloyemy HeT? 

TasIMaA OCTaHOBHIACh NOLIALeTb Ha OCTATKH pasroBopa Nepey 

TeM Kak IlOJHATb CBETHWIBHAK. 

— Eme 0 4emM-HHOy/ib MHe CilejlyeT 3HaTb? 

— ]la HET, H TaK BCe NOHATHO. 

— Pajla, 4TO Te6e MOHATHO, — OrpbI3HyNacb OHA. 


—A uTo Te6e HelloHaATHO? — I'pHtl IpHMepuiica, He MOBECHTb 
ym Hb0Ta Ha KOCTIOM. 

— UTO BCe 3TO 3Ha4HT JIA OTHOMeHHH C AepHyaMu. 

—B 3ToM-To 4 npobsema—— cHoBa 3aXHxuKall pun. 

—jla xpatut, a! Bement ceOa Kak peOeHor! XoTb pa3 6yb 
JMIVIOMaTOM, — OTUHMTHIBasa OHA TO. 

— Crymaii, jumomat!... Mue TyT oOellasM cTaTy10, B IOMHBI 
poct!... c AiljepHuev Ha neve! ... — OH HAKaK He MOF COBMa- 
JjaTb CO CMexom. — A Haj{O-TO ObIIO C MO3TOBbIM CJIM3HeM! 
TIpapyla, pxe He Tak KpyTo? 

— XOTb y3HaeM, KaK 9TO BBITAMT, — CMATUMIIACh OT eFO CMexa 


a lizard on my shoulder!...” he struggled to contain laughter. 
“While it should’ve been a brain slug all along! Not so cool now, 
is it? Not any more!” 

“At least we'll see how it looks like,” Thalia softened. 

“... on my gravestone!...” Grip continued. “A statue for my grave... 
OK, let’s go. I hope he’s sorry and everything.” 

“If he’s not, straight to the jar he goes. Wait, we'll need a second 
cage... And a...” Thalia started giggling as well. 

“What?” 

“Tll tell you later,” she suppressed her laughter. “Who's gonna 
carry him?” 

“Twill. He already saw my brain—” 

“Outside or inside?... The suit!... You dolt, of course I didn’t mean 
to... !can show you how-” 

“Ah, outside, of course! If he jumps down, he’s getting his tail 
chewed anyway.” 

“T still- you know, forget it. Give him to me.” 


She held Newt until Grip got dressed, then placed him on his 
shoulder. Together they paraded in silence in front of a lizard 
openly watching them from a distance. 


Past the airlock, Grip unzipped the hood and grabbed Newt with 
both his hands. 

“Right, bring us a beaker or something. And Maria.” 

Thalia rushed down the hallway in full outdoor suit, slowing 
down as Stalina turned from around the corner and transfixed 
her gaze on Grip... no, Newt: 


Tamms. 

—Tlourm Haprpoounm! Wamaruyk... — 6ymbKan Tpun. — 
JlayjHo, Motijem. Hajfetocb, eMy XOTA OI CTBIZHO H BCe TaKoe. 

—Ecm net, B Oanky ero. Ilorogu, HaM Tellepb HyKHa BTOpad 
KjleTKa... HM... — Tamio Toe pazoOpam cmex. 

— to? 

—IIoTom pacckaxy, — oTCMeaylacb OHa. — KTO TloHeceT? 

— I. Yero, MoH Mosr OH ;Ke BHeNI— 

— BHYTpH WIM cHapyxu?... la KocTioma! /lypak, 4 He 9TO HMevla 
B Buy. alt noKaKy— 

—-—A! CHapyxu, Yero. Bce OHO ecu CIIPbITHeT, EMy TaM XBOCT 
OTIPBI3yT. 

— §l Bce eile He— a, 3a0eH. Jai cioma. 


Ona Nofepxasia Hprora, 1oKa [pun offeBasica, a 3aTeM Mocayvsa 
ero ey Ha Ileuo. BMecTe OHH MOJYa IPOMWIH MHMO AllepHUEl, 
OTKPEITO CHeAMeH 3a HAMM H3zaeKa. 


TIpommnosopapuiuch, [pul paccTerHyi KaMiowloH M yxBaTH 

HpioTa 06eHMH pyKaMu. 

— Hy Bce, Tallv Kaky10-HHOyyb KoOouKy. MW Mapuw. 

TamHa pBaHyja 10 KOpHoOpy B MOMHOM HapyKHeM OOayeHHH; 

3aMe/IMMAch, KOIa H3-3a yrvla BbIBepHya CTaMHa HW yCTaBH- 

Jlacb Ha ‘puma... Het, Hprora: 

— BbI OATS ero IpHnepyu? — mpobopMotasia ona, MejWIeHHO 
COMDKAaACb. 

—TloyBaKuTelbHeH K TOCIy, Mexkay mpownm! — OATS 
3allleyICd KYTKHM CMexoM I'pun. — Taya, allapTaMeHTb!! 


“Not this... thing again,” she muttered as she began slowly 
approaching them. 

“Respect the ambassador!” Grip caught a fit of manic laughter 
again. “Thalia, apartments!” 

Thalia walked away briskly, as Lisa appeared, panicked and 

immediately left; something Stalina ignored entirely while 

shortening the distance. Not even blinking. 

“Maria! Your time has come!” Thalia announced loudly from 
afar. 

“Don’t you dare—” echoed back at her. 

“Dan, shut down the comms! Now!” Lisa’s scream drowned away 
the rest. “Wait— when?” 

Stalina stopped uncomfortably close to them, her eyes on Newt 

hanging off Grip’s hands peacefully. 

“What's that?” Grip wondered. 

“Lisa’s lagging behind the plot.” 

“No, what’s ‘comms’?” 

“Communications’. Except Derevyashko shut them down long 
ago.” 

“When?” 

“When we found out you ambassadors are killing each other.” 

Lisa entered the hallway again: 

“Can I take a look?” she asked on approach, 

intimidated by Stalina’s stance and fixation. 

“Sure,” Grip didn’t have a care in the world. 

“That’s... not how I imagined it.” 

“It? Your first contact?” 


TasIMa yila OBICTpBIM MaroM; B KOpHAOp upHoexasa JIu3a, 

3allaHHKOBalla HM TYT XKe CKpbwlacb — Bce 3TO CTasIMHa MOMHO- 

CTbIO HTHOPHpoBasa, NOAKpaybIBaach Bce OWKe, OrwKe. JaKe 

He MHTas. 

— Mapua! ITpuuno méoe epema! — Kpvuasa ByameKe Tass. 

— JTaoe He Cmeli— — JJOHOCHIIOCb B OTBET. 

—J[on! Boipy6ati ceasv! Ceituac ce! — ocTambHoe NOTOHYIO B 
Kpukax JIu3b1. — Ymo-— Koeda? 

CramMHa NOOWNa NOYTH BIOTHY10, Oe30TPEIBHO TIAA Ha 

MUDPHO CBHcaloufero 43 pyK HpywrTa. 

— A 4TO 3T0? — Mom000NBITCTBOBa I’ pun. 

— JJa JIM3a UTO-TO KalIMTaJIbHO OTCTalla OT ClOKeTA. 

— Het, TO Takoe C623b? 

— «KOMMYHHKalHh». TouIbKo JlepeBalliko ee onepeqH. 

— Korma? 

— Kora MBI coo6pa3Hiu, 4TO y Hac NOCIBI Apyr Apyra yOuBaIOT. 

CHoBa npvoexasia JIu3a: 

— OU, A MOMCHO enAHyMb? 

Ee HallparasiM cToHKa H cocpeyoTOUeHHOCTS CTamHHBI. 

— a, KoHeuxno, — Huyemy He cmymaica [put 

— Imo... ece B00blYe He MAK, KaK A cebe Bce NDedcmaenANA. 

—3Imo? B cmbicne, eau nepetit KoHMAaKM? 

— Aaa... 


Jim3y cilyrHyM CTpeMHTeIbHO IpHOuMKaroujvecad Mapua u 
Tama c 6aHKOH. 

— Ewe wyokex necox, — NOlpHBeTcTBOBal Hx I'put. 

— ITomom e20 6 6onbluylo nepecadum, — OTMaxHy Nach Mapua. 


“Yeah...” 


Maria and Thalia rushed towards them with a jar, prompting Lisa 

to move out of the way. 

“We also need sand,” Grip greeted them. 

“We'll move it into a large cage later,” Maria dismissed him. 

“The one he’s already escaped once?” Stalina remarked. 

“What do you want from me?!” Maria snapped. 

“Sand!” Grip replied. 

“Nothing we can’t fix with a good old roll of duct tape,” Thalia 

grinned. 

“Poor guy can’t talk! Can he get some sand, please?” 

“Um, I can go out and bring some,” Thalia suggested. 

Maria held the jar next to Newt: 

“Say again, how large is his tailwriting?” she asked mockingly. 

“Ugh, forget it,” 

Grip handed Newt to Thalia again, and she started cramming him 

into the jay, letting Grip take off the suit at last... 

“Totally unlike everything I’ve imagined,” Lisa mumbled under 
her breath. 


All abuzz, the crew poured into the canteen, led by Grip carrying 
the jar. 


“We have a guest, team!” he announced triumphantly as they 
took their seats. “Let me introduce Newt, our friend from out 
there, a reckless teenage lizard brain slug pilot! He doesn’t 


—Jmo u3z Komopolt OH yoKe OOUK pas yOpan? — cbA3BuNa 
Crammua. 

— Ymo @bl om MexA Xomume?! — copBanacb Mapua. 

—TITecox! — oTsetun I'put. 

— Huyezo makoeo, umo Henb3A ObuIo Obl UCnpAasUMb MomKOM 
cmapoezo do6pozo cKomua, — YXMBULANAch Tass. 

— Beouvili napetb He moxcem 2oeopumb! MoxcHo emy necka, 
noxcanylicma? 

— JIM, A Mozy cxoOuMb 3aYepnuHymb, — HaKOHEl-TO XOTHA ObI 
TasIMa BOCIIPHHAA IpocEby cepbesHo. 

Mapua mpunoxuia OanKy K HaiTy: 

—A paccxascu ewe pas, Kako20 pasmepa y nocna novepK? — 
H3ffeBaslacb OHA. 

—A, 3a6etime, — Tpum cyan Hpwta Tanuu u, HakOHel-To, 
T10Ka OHa TpaMOoBasla eFO B OaHKY, CMOr HavaTb CTaCKHBaTb 
cKagaHyp. 

— Bom soobiwe He mak A cebe ece npedcmasnana, — sKan0Ba- 
Jlacb cede Moy Hoc JIu3a. 


Tlog rpomkuit ry Bcero aKuNaKa, put BBAaMWICA B CTOMOBY10 
TlepBbIM, C OAHKOH B PyKax. 


— Komanoa! Y xac eocmb! — TpuyMdanbHO aHOHCHpoBal OH, 
T10Ka Bce BOKpyr paccaxkuBaslucb. — ITo3¢onbme npedcma- 
eumb 6am Hbioma, Haweeo Opyea ommyda, beccmpatunoeo 
M03206020 CNU3HA, NuoMAa AWWepuUpl-nodpocmKa! OH He 
20e0pum Ha anenuiicKom, Hy, Mow#CeM, HEMHO2O noHUMaeM, 


speak English, well, maybe he knows some, but just a little. He 
has to stay with us until his small family calms down a little, as, 
currently, they have some... what’s the word... disagreement...” 


Grip finally noticed that the room isn’t paying much attention 

to him. Not even to Newt, for that matter. Lisa asked Maria 

something and received a short bark of a reply back; Dmytro 

Ivanovich exchanged glances with Stalina Filantievna guarding 

the door, who nodded back... 

“... Wait a second. Ahem. What’s going on?” 

“Don’t you get it?” Derevyashko asked. 

‘Not a thing, and you know it,” Thalia replied instead. 

“What’s going on?!” Grip raised his voice, interrupting all the 
commotion. 

“You mean,” Lisa didn’t mince words much. “Aside from you 
bringing in an alien mind control weapon?” 


“Newt! is not! a weapon!” Grip’s voice sliced the silence with 
fervour. “... and he can’t control us! I died, remember?” 

“Suppress upfront, boom, done. If only every such—” Maria saw 
Grip’s face drop and bit her tongue. 

“Boom?... Done?!” he articulated word by word. “If only every 
what, Maria?...” 

She kept her lips tight. 


Crushed by the realization dawning upon him, Grip slumped onto 
the couch between Thalia and Derevyashko. Instead of leaning 
back, he bent forward, until he almost engulfed the jar with his 
body and zoned out for a good few seconds as the quiet chatter 


HO coecem uymb-uymb. Emy npudemca noscumb y Hac, noKa 
€20 HeEOONbUAA CeMbs HEMHOZO He ycnoKoumMcaA, nomomy Umo 
ceituac y HUX HeKomopble... KAK UX... pasHO2NAcuA... 


[pH HaKOHel-To 3aMeTHJI, TO OKpPyxXalolHe He CHJIBHO-TO 

ero ciymaioT. U axe wa Hbiota mouTH He Mamatca. Jlu3a 

yTO-TO cupocuia y Mapu HM NomyyWla OYeHb OTPbIBHCTLIH 

oTseT; [MuTpo MpaHosuy oOMeHAICA B3TagaMu co CTaMHOH 

@uMaHTHeBHOH, 10 OOBIKHOBEHHIO OXpaHABIeH BEIXO, a OHA 

KMBHyJla EMY B OTECT... 

—... Tozodume-xa. Kxm. {mo mym npoucxodum? 

—A mbl He nokuMaeus ? — ToMOGONbITCTBOBaN JlepeBAIIKO. 

— HuyeeowenbKu, U 6bl 9MO 3Haeme, — oOTBeTHMAa 3a T'puta 
Taya. 

— Ymo npoucxodum?! — nopsicun romoc pun, mpecekast Bech 
TOT IyM. 

— Tol umeeuld 6 BUY, — He CTasa 0C060 NoLOupaTb BEIPAKeHHA 
JIu3a, — nomuMO Mozo, YMO MbI NPuMalWUA UNONNAKeEMHoe 
opyocue OA KOKMpoONA pasyMa? 


— Hoiom! ne! opyacue! — romoc [puma cosa H cHoBa pacceKall 
THINMHY. — ... U OH HAC He KoXMponupyem! A ymep, 3a6bUIU— 

—-nodaeum u éce. H He makoe dopabambieanu- — Mapua 
yBuyela, Kak W3MeHHMJICd B WMue Tpun, u 3alo03yamo 
IIPHKYCHa A3bIK. 

— Bce?... Jopabambieanu? — apTuKymMpoBal OH cyOBa 10 
oyHomy. — H He maxoe dopabambieanu?... 

Ona He co6upasiach OTBeYaTb. 


resumed. 


Pa3aBleHHBIM Tpy30M Oco3HaHHsA, I'pun ocey Ha AMBaH MeXKLy 
Tameit u Jlepepaiko. Ho He Ha3aji OTKHHYJICA, a BECb COTHYJICA H 
yTeK BIlepefl— Tak, UTO MOUTH NOMHOCTLIO 3aKPBUI CBOHM TeJIOM 
OaHKy OT KECTOKOH peayIbHOCTH —H Ha CeKYHY BbIMAa 43 Hee, 
10Ka BOKPYT OMATb 3aHMMaJIaCb TPeCKOTHA. 


(Not) principled 


“Grip!” 

The voices fizzled out one by one. 

“... over my dead body,” his attention latched onto Thalia’s figure 
of speech. One curious figure— 

“Grip!” Maria persisted. “I know you’re not gonna crush it, but 
Yd really appreciate if you didn’t test- thank you. Thank you 
very much.” 

Much to her and Newt’s appreciation, Grip sat straight and 

stared at her, scrambling for words, then cleared his throat and 

demanded: 

“Can we. just. discuss it. Like normal people?” 

“Note how none of us are jumping you to pry it out of your— uh, 
white knuckled hands,” Lisa remarked, disgruntled. 

“So you do realize now,” Stalina took initiative, “what horrible 
things could happen if Newt goes to their—” 

“US?!” Maria shrieked, blown away by her audacity. “Then 


(He)9THUHBI 


—TIpun! 

Tomoca 3aTHxasIv 110 OHOMY. 

—... 4epe3 Moll Mpyn, — erO BHHMaHHe 3allelH0cb 3a DUTYpy 
peun Tanun. 3aHaTHy!0 burypy— 

—TIpun! — ue yHumasiacb Mapua. — 4 mak-mo noxumaro, umo 
me6e ee He pasdasume, HO mem He Me- cnacu6o. Bonvutoe 
cnacu6o. 

K ee uw Hbwta BemuKomy oOmerueHni, I'pum ycenca npaMo u 

ycTaBHicd Ha Mapuio, BCHOMMHad ciOBa, 3aTeM IIPOUMCTHI 

TOPO H BBICKa3alIca: 

— Mo3xcHo Mol. npocmo. o6cydum amo. Kak HopMabHble 100U? 

—3amemb, HUKMO Ha me6A He KudaemcA U HE BoIpLIeaem 
€20 U3— IM, MBOUX nNobenesUUX NaNbyese. — HeJOBOMbHO 
oTmetuuia JIm3a. 

—Tenepb-mo mbi oco3zHaewb, — 3a0paia MHHIUMaTHBy 
CramMHa, — KaK yCacHO ébliidem, nonadu Hoiom 6 ux— 


imagine what happens if Feds get mind control!” 

That... scenario... didn’t make Grip feel any better. 

“Or we can both take one scan each.” Derevyashko suggested in 
an extra thick accent. “After all—” 

“How about nobody gets him,” Grip interrupted him. “Are you 
serious? They’re sentient, we’re sentient, how can you even 
think about it? That’s... wrong twice.” 

“Why did you bring him in then?” Lisa wondered. 

“What's wrong with you?” Thalia hissed under her breath. 

“... to copy him,” Grip replied, his heart sinking again. 

Maria raised her arms in exasperation. 

“... but can’t you just copy him? Without scanning—” 

“exactly do you think this—” 

“—or erase the scan after—” 

“Would you trust her to delete it?!” Thalia’s semi-hiss came off 
bewildered. Betrayed. 

“No. I don’t think so.” 

Grip finally let go of the jar and massaged his temples, looking 

Newtin the eyes. He stood with his front legs up the wall, examin- 

ing Grip. 

“Then we must never let them—” 

“but we need to-” 

“I know, but can’t you see? We can’t-” 

“This is getting ridiculous,” Maria leaned back. 

‘No, this is serious,” Grip objected. “Mind control is serious. 
What if they take over—” 

“We're not worrying about them taking over humans,” Dmytro 


—-K HAM? — p3pulacb OT TakoH HarmoctH Mapua. — A 
npedcmaéb mozda, umo 6ydem, nonadu KoHMpon’ pa3zyma 
Gedepanam! 

Takoi... CleHapuit... !puna paoBasl HHU4YTb He OouBIIe. 

—Hnu u mbl, U 6bl CHUMem no cKAaHY, — IpeoKnn 
JlepeBaIIKO C KaAKHM-TO OCOOeHHO THKEMEIM aKIeHTOM. — B 
KoHye KOHYOe— 

—Kak Hacuem «on He OocmaHemca HuKOMy», — Tepeodun 
ero Tpun. — Bol cepbesHo soobwe? OHU Pa3zyMHbi, 6bl 
Pa3yMHbl, KAK BAM MaKoe BoobWe B 20nOBy NPUULAO? Imo... 
HenpasulbHo BdsoliHe. 

—A 4mo mbl e20 npuHec mozda? — TomO0NsITCTBOBaNAa JIn3a. 

—... cKonupoeamb, — OTBeTHII [pHi yHaBIIMM TOJIOCOM. 

Mapua B OTYaHHBH BOsLeNa PyKH K Heby. 

—.. @ 6bl He moxeme eeo0 npocmo cKonupogamb? bez 
cKQHUpoeaHusa— 

—-—no-meoemy 9Mo Bo0bule CoNHCHO— 

— -IU Cmepeme NomoM CcKAH— 

— H mbl nosepuus, umo oxa e20 yoanuwia?! — Tonymunenve 
Tas ObII0 BO3MYINeHHEIM. IT peyjaHHEIM. 

— Hem. He dyman, 

[pull OTHYCTHA, HaKOHeL, OaHKy H WOTep BUCKH, raya HBWTy B 

raga. TOT cTOm MepeqHHMH JalkKaMu Ha cTekule, H H3yyaiolle 

TIAeNl B OTBET. 

— Toeda Hu 3a UMO HeNb3A NOZBONUMb UM— 

——HO HM HyICHO- 

— Al 3HAI0, HO pa3éee Mb He BudUIUb? Moi He MoMCeM— 


Ivanovich weighed in. “That would be ridiculous indeed.” 

“Aren’t you afraid you'll print thousands of them, put them inside 
people’s heads, and then it turns out they have telepathy? And 
now they’re a superbrain with people 

“Grip, we’re an advanced space-faring civilization spread over 
hundreds of planets. And we control what travels between 
them. They’d be lucky to capture one. And that’s if telepathy is 
real.” 


“Grip. Why do you want to copy him in the first place?” Maria 
changed the subject. 

“Newt wants to, they’re dying! And they can’t make more of 
them.” 

“You wanna tell me they can’t procreate?” 

“I don’t know what is—” 

“What did he say? Tell me exactly what he said, without making 
anything up.” 

“In English or without making anything up?” Thalia’s voice 
dripped of sarcasm. 

“Tt wasn’t him, it was the Second,” Grip corrected. 

“A second one?” the room went abuzz. “What second lizard?” 

“The Second is the name,” Thalia was quick to clarify. 

“Of the other lizard,” Grip added. 

“Stop pulling my leg—” Maria began. 

“no, it’s true!—” Thalia insisted. 

“—and tell it from the start.” 


“There were two of them this time,” Thalia began. “Newt and 


— 3mo yuce Heneno, — OTKHHyacb Mapua. 

—Hem, amo 6ce cepve3no, — Bo3pa3sHi pun. — Konmpoarb 
pasyma amo cepbesHo. Ymo, ecnu onu 3axeamam— 

—-Hem, mbi He 6ydem nepexcugamb, He 3axeamam NU 
OHU YeMoBeYecméo, — Byle3 CO CBOMM MHeHHeM J[MHTpO 
Vpanosny. — Imo ye deticmeumenbHo Ob10 Obl CMeWHO. 

—H evi ne 6oumece, umo pacneyamaeme ux meicavamu, — 
pasropx4eHHO OMMOHHpoBal emy Tpum, — pacnuxaeme 
no 20n0gaM, a nomom y Hux éce-maku oOHapyxCUMcA 
menenamun? H meneps onu ece — oduH bonbwuoli Meeamo3e 
C m00bMU- 

— Ipun, Mbl — npodeuxymaa yusunuzayua KocMonnagamenel, 
sacenueuan yore comHU nnaKem. TTonHocmbIo KOKMponupy- 
rowan ece, MO nepemelwaemca MexcOy HuMU. Hm KpynHoO 
nogezem, ecnu OHU 3axeamam XomA Obl OOHY. Imo ecru 
menenamua goodie cyusecmeyem. 


—TIpun. 3auem mbl eoob6we cobpanca e2o Konupogamb? 

—Hbim amoezo xouem, onu eoimuparom! HM onu He moeym 
denamb Hosblx ceba. 

— XOUeUlb CKA3AMb, UMO OHU HECNOCOOHEI K BOCNPOUZBedeHUIO ? 

— ff He 3HaW, UMO 3HAUYUM— 

— Ymo oH cka3an? CKadCu MHe 6 MOYHOCMU, UMO OH CKAa3aN, 
HUYEZO HE BbIOYMbIBAA. 

— Huvyezo ve evidymbieaan? Hau xa anenuticKom? —Tonoc Tanuu 
COUWICA CapKa3MOM. 

— 3mo 6bul He OX, 3mo Bmopou, — nonpaBun pun. 

— Bmopou? — 3aryfeia KoMHaTa. — «4To elle 3a Bropasx 


another, big one.” 

“A parent, huh?” Derevyashko asked, amused. 

“They don’t have parents,” Grip took over. “They were created all 
together.” 

“And whatever created them...?” 
heard. 

“Gone,” Thalia answered. 

“And when I asked what its sign is, it wrote ‘second’,” Grip contin- 
ued. “So I asked how many of them are there, and it said ‘nine’ 
and ‘two’.” “I asked ‘eleven?’ and it said ‘yes’.” 

“Are you sure that’s not just its siblings? Family? Tribe?” 

“It said there were more before, but now it’s just eleven.” 

“So, I’m supposed to believe this entire planet has eleven sentient 
lizards with three forms of ‘you’ between the eleven of them?” 
“That doesn’t prove anything,” Irakli Kosmovich spoke for the 

first time. “Other than there are more than three.” 

“Eleven or not, Newt wants us to make more of them,” Thalia 
steered the discussion. 

“And the other one?” Maria wondered. 

“... does not... object to it,” Thalia picked the words carefully. 

“Because it doesn’t care now,” Grip was quick to clarify. “Because 
Newt is no longer part of them, because he killed me—” 

“the Second was furious!” 

“Oh, he was furious when he learned that Newt left his body for 
a walk. But when he learned he killed me, he was so angry he 
tried to climb me!” 

“He means, to get to Newt.” 


Maria didn’t like what she 


sllepHia?» 
— Bmopoti— amo uma, — Tocielivsia IpoACHHTS Tass. 
— Bmopot awepuyei, — nobaBun Tpun. 
— Xopow npukatbieambca—— Havasta Mapua. 
—-—Hem, 9mo npaeda! — HacTanBatia TamMa. 
——u paccKasu ece cCHaYana. 


— Hx 6vi10 doe 6 3mom pa3, — Hayana Tantus. — Hbwom u 
Opyeaa, Gonbwaa. 

— Podumenb, 3Hauum? — pasBecemusica JepeBslKo. 

— Yuux nem podumeneti, — Bne3 Tpun. — Oxu 6buiu cosdanbl 
ece emecme. 

—A gom 3ma wmyxa, Komopaa ux co3zdana?... — Mapuu He 
HpaBWIcd TaKOH paccKas. 

— Konuwacb, — OTBeTHIIa TasiHa. 

—AH Kkoeda A cnpocun y He20, KAKO6 e€20 3HAK, OH omeemuUN 
«emopou», — TpofowKun pun. — Hy gom a u cnpocunr 
mo2da, CKONbKO UX, U OHA Hanucana «deeAMb» U «Ba». A 
nepecnpocun «OOUKHAOYAMb-NU ?», U OHA OMeemUNA «da». 

— Tol yeepex, umo 9mMo He 6pambes-cecmep? Cembu? IInemenu? 

— Ona cKa3ana, UMO ObLIO Goble, HO Menepb eceeod OOUHHA- 
duamb. 

— To ecmb £ OonHCHAa NogepumMb, UMO Ha écell NnaHeMe OOUHHA- 
OYAMb PAZYMHBLX AWePUU, Uy HUX Ha OOUNHAOYAMeEpwLX MpU 
Gopmbl cnoga «mel»? 

—Jmo eoobwe HuYe2o He OoKa3bleaem, — BIlepBbIe BbICKa- 
3ayica Mpakmmi Kocmopuy. — Kpome, pazee umo, mozo, umo 
ux Gonee mpex. 


— Oduxnadyams unu Hem, Hbiom xovem G6onblue, — pa3Bep- 
HyJla pasTOROp B HyKHOe pyco Tantus. 

—A dpyeott? — nomo6onbiTcTBoBasia Mapua. 

—... He... eo3pancaem, — THaTeIbHO nosOupaa cioBa Tavs. 

—Tlomomy umo emy yoe 6e3 pasHuubl, — TyT Ke Opocuica 
oObacHaTS pun. — IIomomy umo Hbiom bonbute He uacmb 
UX, NOMOMY UMO OH MeHA yOur— 

—-Bmopoii 6bui 6 apocmu! 

— 0, on Obi 6 APOCMU ewe Ko2da y3HAN, UMO HbIom BeIxodUA 
nozyiamb u3 mena. A Koe2da y3Han, 4MO OH yYOW MeHA, MaM 
OH Boobwe Ha MeHA 6pocurca! 

— 0H 6 cmbicie, umo dobpameca do Hbroma. 

— JJa, umo6bl omxycumb emy xeocm! 

—... Bay, — o3py4uia o6mee MHeHHe JIv3a. 

—Kopoue, [pun meneps cuumaem, umo Hbioma usenanu, — 
NOAbITOKHNA Tamu. — A A He yeepena, 3amo yeepeHa, 4mMo 
OHU — NpomuUBHUKU yOulicme. 

— Hy, ux ecezo odunHadyame, — JlepeBAllKo He YTOUHI, OBO 
JIM 3TO apryMeHTOM 3a HIM IpOTHB TeopuH I'puma. 


ITO HaBelo Mapuio Ha MBICIIB: 

—JIyuwe nowwHumb um penpodyKmuéHbili MexaHU3M, 4eM 
npocmo ux Konupoeamb. 

— Ona cKa3aQ1a: Hemy Gonblue smoil UMyKU, — KaYasia TOMOBOU 
Tamms. 

— To ecmb y Hac ecmb monbKo Hbiom, — paccyyzuna Jlu3a. — 
mak, U MaK e20 CKaHUposame. 

— Hy gom novemy éceeda mak... — topx6upan cosa Tpun. — 


“Yes, to chew off Newt’s tail!” 

“... Wow,” Lisa voiced it for everyone. 

“So, Grip thinks Newt is exiled now,” Thalia summed it up. “I’m 
not so sure, but I can say they don’t take killing lightly.” 

“There’s just eleven of them...” Derevyashko didn’t make it clear 
whether it was an argument for exile or against it. 


That reminded Maria of something: 

“We'd better fix their natural reproduction mechanism, rather 
than just copying them.” 

“It said the thing no longer exists,” Thalia shook her head. 

“So, all we have is Newt,” Lisa reasoned. “And, either way, we 
scan him.” 

“Why is it always like this...” Grip grasped for words. “You find 
one new good thing, and also twenty-five... bad ways to use it.” 
“My dad says, this is how it is,” Thalia wasn’t thrilled about it 

either. “And I should just accept it.” 
On the opposite side of the room, Lisa asked Maria something, 
and they started arguing in quiet, worried voice. 
‘I don’t want to, and I will not,” Grip hugged the jar tighter. 


“Look at you, saving the world from Newt,” Thalia found it funny. 

“I'm not trying to save the world! We’re finally not alone in the 
universe, we’re supposedly the smarter, advanced ones, and I 
want them to cut all the us versus them silliness,” Grip switched 
languages for expressiveness. 

Newt interrupted his usual thing of silently tracking who’s speak- 

ing to quietly express his displeasure about his jar shaking too 


TombKo Hatidewlb UMO-Mo Xopowee, U BoM Oeaduamb NAMb... 
MUOXUX NPUMeHeHUUL. 
— Moii nana 2ogopum, umo mak eom oxo, — Tams Toe Oba 
He B BocTopre. — HM umo Hado npocmo cmupumeca. 
Ha Apyrou cropoue KoMuaTHI JIu3a YTO-To cnpocuiia y Mapu, 4 
OH IPHHAIMCh CHOPHTb THXHMY, O6eCIOKOeHHBIMH TouocaMu. 
— He xouy une 6ydy, — noKpemye oOxBaTuN OaHky I'pun. 


— Hy daews, cnacaeutb mup om Hbioma, — Tantus Halla 3T0 
CMeLIHBIM. 

— Ja He mbiTaiocb 4 Mup ciacTH! HakoHell-To MbI He OHH BO 
BCeJICHHOH, H MbI B He IpH4eM THIa Myfpble H IposBHHy- 
THe; a XOUY A, YTOOL! OHH CBEPHYJIM 3TO CBOe IyHOe «MEI» 
a «OHH», — [pul lepekiouHsicd Ha pyCCKHH pau BbIpasH- 
TeJIbHOCTH. 

HbIoT HepectasI MOTaTb TOMOBOH 3a TOMOCOM, HM Tpelljal Ha 

['putia, uTo6s! ero He TPACIIN. 

——HE 6bLCUBEM, A BCE PABHO CMAHY CAMbIM UZBECMHBLM 300N0- 
20M, — 3allOHWJla Nay3y HepBHad WyTKa Mapun. 

— Vie u3euHU, YMO MbI CaMbIT YMHbIT U NDOOBUHYMbII 6 IMoIt 
KOMHAMe, @ OHU Bce He Comaeueaiom, — TaJIMA H3/jeBaslacb 
He Haji Ipunom, a Haji B3pocibIMU — A mone XOUy, UMOObI 
OHU BCE PEWUU MUPOM. 

— Mupuo? Tui nosTOMy Mona B pasBe7YHKU, YTOOKI OOaBUTb 
MUpa BO BCeM MHpe? — Ip HelIpaBHIbHO HCTOJIKOBaII, KTO 
ObUI OOBEKTOM HaCMelIKH. 

— 4H XOUMTS-To ellje He yMevia. 

— Bbuio Jeo, — HOCTaJIBrH4eCKH NOATBepAMA Cc Apyroro Konya 


much as Grip gets carried away. 

“doesn’t survive, I'll become the most famous zoologist 
anyway.” Maria’s nervous joke filled the pause. 

‘Tm sorry you're the smartest and most advanced one in the 
room, but they just aren’t there yet,” Thalia didn’t mock Grip, 
she mocked the adults. “I also want them to get over it in 
peace.” 

“Peace? That's why you became a spy, for peace?” Grip misun- 
derstood who was the primary target of her derisive remark. 

“Back then I could neither walk nor talk.” 

“Can confirm,” Derevyashko weighed in nostalgically from the 
other side of the couch. 

“Urgh, fine, fight each other for all you want, that’s not even the 
worst. They want to shove sentient into sentient, and they won’t 
ask anyone.” 

“They sure won't,” Thalia echoed bitterly. 

“And I couldn’t care less whether it'd be yours or ours who won't.” 

“Oh, neither will.” 

“And you're ready to live like this? For the rest of your life? With 
alingering thought that a sentient worm could crawl in, take the 
wheel and control you?” 

“Pfft! With what?!” she burst out into giggling, making the room 
go quiet. “Also, I’m vaccinated- wait, no, it’s against- ... dying.” 

“Pum-pum-pum,” Grip vocalized. “How’s your neck, no longer 
itchy?” 


“Yeah, now when they know what they want, they’re gonna find 
away. If we free Newt now, they’ll comb the desert and try them 


auBana JepeBalllKo. 

— APYx, aHO, XOTb MeperpbisHTecb. OHM XOTAT IMXaTb pasyM- 
HO€ BIOJIOBY pasyMHEIM, H HH TeX, HH J pyrHx chpallMBaTh He 
coOupatorcs. 

— He co6upaiotca, — ropbKHM 9X0M NOBTopwia TamHa. 

— Vi BOT HallM He cobupalotca WIM Bald — MeHA HHTepecyerT 
MeHDbIIe BCero BOOOIIe. 

— 04, la u Te OyAYT u 9TH OyAYT. 

— Balu, Halllv, He BaxKHO, CMOTDH, TEI TOTOBa )KATS asibHelt- 
INy¥0 YaCcTb CBOeH IKU3HH C MBICIIBIO, YTO TeGe B YXO B M1000K 
MOMEHT MOET 3ale3Tb Pa3yMHBIM YepBAK HW HavaTb TOOOH 
PYAHTb? 

—TIb! Yem?! — or HepsHoro cmexa TasIMu KOMHaTa MocTe- 
TleHHO yMouKa. — A 4 BOOOMe IpHBUTas— a, He, 4 OT-... 
yMupaHua. 

—TaM-llaM-llaM, — npotany Ipun. — Kak Wes, He uelleTcA? 


—Mya, — orcmeasnacb Tantus. — Tellepb, Kora OHM 3Hal0T, 
Yer OHH XOTAT, OHH Halt, Kak 3TOFO AOOUTECA. JlaKe ecru 
BbINycTHM HpoTa — MpoyelllyT MyCTHIHIO H 10 OHOMY HxX— 
XOTA, JaHO, a MOKeT MH HeT, — B ee Fomoce Mpopesasacb 
HayjexKya. — Tak ce6e xOf, AMMIOMATH4eCKH FoBopsA. 

— 3HaellIb, YTO 30p0B0? — [pH TKHYI MaJIbLeM B MOMOTOK. — 
OHM ellje HUYeEFO He 3HaIvT. 

— 9TO Ja, — Nosyepxasa ero Tanua.— B TOM CMBICIIe 4 IIpaM 
pajla, 4TO TEI yMep. 

— Ara. Tellepb H ThI IPHBHUTAd, HM CBA3H HET, O/[HH TVIIOCEI. 

—Tulla TOTO... He JYHic#. 


one by one— OK, maybe not,” she said with a glimmer of hope. 
“That’s not exactly good-looking, diplomatically speaking.” 

“You know what’s awesome?” Grip pointed towards the ceiling. 
“They still don’t know a thing.” 

“Yeah,” Thalia agreed wholeheartedly. “In a way, I’m glad you 
died.” 

“No comms and vaccinated,” Grip nodded. “All pros, no cons.” 

“Kinda... Sorry.” 

“Oh, it’s not you I’m angry at right now, it’s, like, our dumpster of 
aworld,” he raised the voice to address the entire room. “Could 
you, please, bring the cage?” 

“The cage?” Stalina echoed. 

“Yes, the one where the ambassador could, you know, stretch his 
tail.” 

“Like, here?” 

“Yeah, yeah, what are you waiting for?” 

She reluctantly obliged. 


“What do you think?” 

“Me?” 

Dmytro Ivanovich raised his palm as if he was looking right 

through it. 

“You should start planning your time off. How about in three 
days?” 

“So that you all can copy him” 

“No, I said in three days. Three days later. Where would you want 
to go?” 

“Home? But that’s, like, the least important thing now.” 


— la HeT, 1 BOOOIIe He Ha ITO OOWKarOC. A cel4ac OOWKAIOCh 
B TeyIOM Ha Halll yposcKu mup, — I'pHit moBbIcua ronoc, 
oOpalliascb KO Bcell KOMHaTe. — A MOIKCHO HAM KnemKy? 

— Knemky? — 9X0M OTO3BaJlacb CTasIHHAa. 

— Ja, @ Komopot nocon cmoe Obi, Hy, XeOCM XOMb BbIMAHYI. 

— Cwda? 

— J]a, 0a, 4e20 Bbl 20eme? 

OHa HEOXOTHO IOBHHOBaacb. 


— A @bl umo dymaeme? — cnpocun pum y epeBsKo. 

—4? 

Timutpo Mpanopyy MO7HA aH HM MOCMOTpell Ha Hee, 6yTO 

Ha IIpocser. 

— B omnyck me6e nado. Kak Hacuem OHA Yepe3 MpUu? 

— Ymo6vi ebt mym ece e20 6€3 MeHA- 

—Hem, 8 cKa3an «epe3 mpu». Kyda 6b1 mbi Xomen omnpa- 
BuMbCA? 

—Tomoti? 3mo cettuac npam camoe HesarHoe. 

— He xouy, umo6vi mbi ypabomanca do Hacmontyezo HEepsHoeo 
cpblea. OcobeHHo ecnu OH HaepaAHem He nocpedu HOU, a 
NOCPeOU BAHCHBIX Nepecosopos. 

— Bol eudume, umo npoucxodum— 

— Hmeuxo, a nomom cayuumca eye umo-Hubydb nosarcHee, 
mak 4umo daeaii, ewe Hedenio U He Gonbue. 

— Cnywaiime, Kak 6bl MHe npuKasceme paccnabumbca? — Tpun 
OOHA OaHKy WoKperye. 

— Mune Hyocex xomA Obl KMO-mo odUH, — TOBbICHIAa TOIOC 
Mapua. — Kmo-mo donscex 3acmaeumb amy WMyKy Cudemb 


‘I don’t want to you to work yourself all the way to an actual 
mental breakdown. Especially if it occurs in the middle of 
important negotiations instead of a middle of the night.” 

“But look what’s happening” 

“Precisely, there’s always a more interesting thing coming, but 
one more week is the most I’m gonna give you.” 

“Look, how am I supposed to relax?” Grip hugged the jar tighter. 

‘T need at least one of them on board,” Maria raised her voice. 
“Somebody needs to make it sit straight, and the thing inside it. 
And I'll need the comms back. And all the help I can get.” 

The last bit was directed at Lisa, who nodded back at her reluc- 

tantly. Thalia rubbed her eyes. 

“Do you know what are they talking about?” Grip quietly asked 
her. 

“She helps her think. That’s not important right now,” she 
whispered back. 

Unexpectedly, this made Derevyashko nod understandingly, as if 

now everything made sense, which only confused Grip further. 

“Please, have some mercy at me,” he begged Thalia. 

“They link their brains. With a wire. To think quicker.” 

Grip’s face was skewing harder with every bit of new information 

divulged. 

“Better tell me, what are we gonna tell Newt,” Thalia didn’t find 
brain linking interesting. 

“Like what, don’t control people? Don’t let them control people 
with you?” 

“Grip, he basically lives inside a lizard. I don’t think he can 


CMUPHO, U My WMyKy BHyMpU Imow wmyKuU. HM MHe HyCHA 
cé3b. H @cA NOMOWb, KOMopan Hatidemca. 

Tocnequaa dpasa Oba oOpatyena K JIu3e, KoTOpast HeEOXOTHO 

KuBalla B OTBET. TasIHa Tepyia T71a3a. 

—ThI B Kypce, 0 YeM 3TO OHH? — THXO cIIpocus ee I'pun. 

— Oua MoMoraeT ef AyMarTb. ITO Ceit4ac He BAKHO, — IIpollell- 
Tala OHa B OTBET. 

3Ta pasa BHe3sanHO BbIZBala y JlepeBAIIKH MOHMMalONMi 

KMBOK, OyATO ObI OHA BCe OObACHAA, a BOT puna TOKO 

CHJIbHee CMYTHIA: 

— Cmumyiics, a. 

— OHM coeqHHAOT MosrH. IIpoBoyom. UToon! GbicTpee AyMaTb. 

HeyjoyMenue Bce CHuIbHee MepeKallMBaNo WHO pula c KMK AOU 

HOBOH MOApOOHOCTBIO. 

—ThI Mue JIyulle CKMKH, YTO MBI HEIWTy cKaxKeM, — TaHu 
COeqHHEHHe MOSTOB HHTepecHoH TeMOl He Kasasloce. 

—B cmpicile? Tl TaM He ypaBslaH W0bMu? He jak HM yupas- 
JIATb TOOOH OJbMU? 

—T put, 0H, 10 CyTH, XKMBeT B Alepulfe. A He AyMal0, 4TO OH 
IpOHMKHeTCA— 

——He 9TO WMell B BUD. 

—A 4TO TbI HMedI B BADLY? 

CrauIMHa BepHyacb C KeTKOH. 

—Tak, y MeHa BOMpOC K MOpalIbHOH COCTaBAIOMeH TBOeH 
NMUHOCTH. Ona Kak, He cunTaeT Ceba 0083aHHOM paccKa3aTb 
eMY, UTO JOM BOKPYT Her0 BHAT B HEM TOJKO OpyKHe? 

— TBI HHOTJa Tak 3aBepHelllb, YTO JJwKe MHe HeIOHATHO, — 


relate—” 

“—not what I mean.” 

Stalina returned with the cage. 

“And what did you mean?” 

“Tve got a question to the moral facet of your personality. Isn’t 
it compelled to tell him he’s surrounded by people who only see 
him as a weapon?” 

“Sometimes your way with words is too twisted for me to follow,” 
Thalia complained. “The professional facet of my personality 
tells me to shut up until we have a solid plan.” 

“At least he understands the value of life.” 

“That's true.” 

“Except they draw the line at sentient species, because they do 
munch on lizards like-” 

“They only eat flies!” 

“Has anybody seen these flies?” 

“Ugh, back at what you said before. Keep in mind he’s... Newt. 
Not exactly an exemplary lizard citizen.” 


Dmytro Ivanovich started exchanging weird looks with Irakli 
Kosmovich. A round or two of them later, they nodded and stood 
up in sync. Grip tensed up, but they just passed each other and 
exchanged seats; Derevyashko immediately addressed Lisa in 
English, while Irakli Kosmovich took his time to reach the couch. 
“Tcan’t agree more, Grip,” he finally grunted, sitting down. 
“With what?” 

“With the ‘why is it always like this’ part in particular.” 

“And what would you do?” 


moceToBata Tatu. — IpodeccnonalbHad cocTaBiaomasd 
MoeH JIMYHOCTH TpebyeT, YTOOLI 1 3aTKHYMaCb, WOKa He 
npoyyyMasia Wan. 

— Ho oH XOT® O61 OHHMaeT WeCHHOCTS K3HH. 

— 9TO Tak. 

—TOJIbKO KOHYaeTCA OHA Ha Pa3yYMHBIX, IOTOMY YTO ALepHyy 
OHH KPYT TOJIBKO TakK— 

— OHH eJAT TOJIBKO Myx! 

— Kro-Hn6y/b BHyeul STHX MYX? 

— Tak, Ha3aj. K Tomy, 4To THI Cei4ac TOBOpHII. THI y4TH elle, YTO 
oH... HpiorT. He camblii o6pa3OBbli AMepHHbIM TpakjaHHu. 


Amutpo Vpanosuy Kak-TO CTpaHHO TeperaybBaica Cc 
Ypaxiuem Kocmosuyem. Ilapy payHfos rayeiok cilycTa OHH 
KMBHYJIM H CHHXPOHHO BCTaMH. pH Halpsarcs, HO OHH MpocTo 
Pa3MHHYIMCb H MOMeHWIMCb MecTaMH; JJepeBAIIKO TyT >Ke 
3aroBopu c JIm30u m0-aHrmMicKy, a Mpaxnuit Kocmosny ete 
ONTO Wen Ao WuBaHa. 

— CoBeplleHHo comupfapex, pun, — HakoHell IpOKpsAXTell OH, 
IIPHCaKUBAACE. 

—Cuem? 

— Oco6eHHo B TOH YacTH, KOTOpasd «BOT MOYeMY BCerfa Tak». 

— A BBI OBI KaK TOCTYNMIM? 

— Hy px TOYHO He MOs[c@KHBa pasyMHOe K pa3yMHOMY. ITO... 
YYOBHINHO. A Hajfelocb, MBI 3TOTO BCeFo elle He yMeeM, H, 
ObUIO OBI YKACHO, OKAKHCh HbIOT HEAOCTAIONIMM 3BeHOM WIM 
yeM TaM ellje. HAKOryja He IPHHUMall BOT 3TO «KTO-TO JOJDKeH 
u306pectu GomOy». B oie, AeTH, ropxKycb. Ecru moHayo- 


“Sure not the putting sentient into sentient part. That's... abhor- 
rent. I hope we can’t pull this off yet, and it'd be awful if Newt 
turned out to be a missing link or something. Never bought into 
the ‘somebody has to invent the nuke’ argument... I’m so proud 
of you, kids. If you need help hiding him, I’m in,” he winked. 

“Haha, there’s no—”, Thalia forgot she was mid-phrase and 
jumped to the edge of the couch. “Mary!” 

“What?” the other side turned their heads. 

“Can you copy him by tomorrow evening?” 

“Are you kidding me?! I don’t even know what I’m freezing!” 

“Overnight?” 

“You wanna get him killed?” 

“See, no need to play hide and seek.” 

“No pressure whatsoever,” Maria remarked to her clique’s 
amusement. 

“But that also means we're not bringing his copy tomorrow,” 
Thalia continued. 

“Yeah” 

“You can give him to me.” 

Unexpected Stalina standing so close made Grip jolt in surprise. 

“You?! Why would I give him to you?!” 

“_.. Because I’m the only one who can guarantee that nobody else 
gets him?” she replied in an eerily calm voice. 

“I'm not. Giving him. To you.” Grip made a poor attempt at 
mimicking her intonation. 

“As you say,” she turned and joined the other side. 


“Wow,” Irakli Kosmovich summarized disapprovingly. 


OHTCA ETO IPATATS, A B Jee, — NOMMUTHYI OH. 

— Xa-xa, He OyfeT-, — 103a6bIB, YTO Ke MPOM3HOCHT ODHY 
Qpasy, Tama nmepeckounma Ha caMbIM Kpal jMBaHa. — 
Mopu! 

— Yeeo? — pa3BepHy/H TouOBbI Ha TOM CTOPOHE. 

— 3aempa Kk Bevepy OoKonupyeulb? 

— H3deeaewbca? A dance He 3Har0, UMO A 3aMopaxcusaio! 

—A 30 HOUb? 

— Tol e20 nozy6umb Xoueulb ? 

— Hy BOT BHJHTe, B IPATKH urpaTs He Halo. 

— Huxaxozo daenenus, — OTMeTua Mapua Toy, cMex cBoett 
KOMIaHHH. 

—Ho 3HauHT 3aBTpa HaM HATH 6e3 KONMM, — MposouvKua 
Tamms. 

—s Ha— 

— Moxelllb OTJaTb €F0 MHE. 

OT HeOKHJaHHOH pelWIMKH HeBECT OTK Ma B3ABMeHCA CTaIMHBI 

Tpuitta ax lepeyepHysio. 

— Bam?! C vero Bypyr 4 oT an ObI ero Bam?! 

—... IlOTOMY, 4TO 4 ENMHCTBeHHAM, KTO TapaHTupyerT Tee, uTO 
OoNbINe HAKTO eTO He NOMyYHT? — romoc CTaMHB! IMJICA 70 
3IOBeMelO CIOKOHHO. 

— 4 ero. Bam. He otqam, — [pun HeyOequTenbHO CKONMpOBal 
ee HHTOHAIHNO. 

— Kak CKaxKelllb, — OTBeTHJIa OHA, H Hepellia Ha Ty CTOpOHY. 


— Bay, — HeofoOpuTenbHo nogbiToRuA Mpakmui Kocmosyy. 
— 1 ero ef He OT]aM, — NOBTOpH NoTpaAceHHBIH pun. — He 


“I'm not giving him to her,” Grip repeated, shaken. “I don’t know 
what she expected.” 

“I know where Maria keeps her lizard freeze,” Thalia said in a 
bland voice. “Should I? Snatch it to slow them down.” 

“Yeah. Rather yes than no.” 

“Can I talk to him?” Irakli Kosmovich gestured towards Newt. 

“Yeah, why not.” 

“Formally speaking, I sure cannot. You're the only ones autho- 
rized to. 

Grip turned to Thalia. 

“You can sure watch us talk. As for writing something yourself, 
only when I’m watching. And you need to be at least Grip level 
of tactful.” 

Grip giggled, tactlessly shaking the cage again: 

“We could use some help with a cloning agreement”, he suggested. 

“Cloning agreement?” Thalia squinted at him. 

“Something to sign before he gets cloned.” 

“Have you signed any— wa-ait, we’ve got a save point tonight!” 

“Really?” 

“Yeah, so, let’s scan you, so he sees it’s not scary-” 

“Wait, why-” 

“be right back.” 


She jumped off the couch and headed to the other group, then 
stood behind them. 


“Td rather see you defuse the situation, not stir up more trouble,” 
for the lack of the other troublemaker, Irakli Kosmovich 


3Hal0, Yer OHA OKUAATA. 

— A 3Hal), Te OKT AMepHHbI hpH3, — 3adBHJla IpeCHbIM 
romocom Tama. — CTHIpuTb? Uro6 ux 3aMeyIMTS. 

—Vry. CKopee Ja, 4eM HeT. 

— A MOKHO C HMM IlOroBopuTb? — Mpakmit KocmoByy MaxHyi 
B cTopouy Hp10TAa. 

— Jla, a uero ObI HeT. 

— @OPMaJIbHO TOUHO Heyb34. MOKHO TOJIDKO BaM. 

Tputl MoBepHysics K TasmMu. 

—CMOTPpeTb, KaK MBI TOBOPHM, TOUHO MOKHO. IIMcaTb caMuM, 
TONbKO ect pH Mue. M xoTa Obr Ha I'pHmOBOM ypoBHe 
TAaKTHUHOCTH. 

[pul XHXHKalI, B TAKT XHXMKAHBO COTPACaTIach OaHKa. 

— Ham He NoMellaeT NOMOLIb C JOTOBOPOM 0 KIOHHpoBaHHu, — 
pe AOKI OH. 

— ]JoroBopom 0 KIOHHpoBaHHH? — collypwacb Tama. 

— KoTopbiit Hao NOAMHCaTh Mepes Tem, KaK eTO KIOHMPYI0T. 

— TBI CaM 4TO-HHOYb Ta— NOCTOH-Ka, y Hac Ke CerO/JHA TONKA 
coxpaHeHua! 

— Jla llayHo? 

— Ja, cmorpu, Te6a cKaHupyeM, a OH IYCTb BHT, YTO ITO He 
cTpalliHo— 

—-—TIloroyu, touemy— 

— —celyac BepHYCcb. 


Ova cIIpbIrHya c MBaHa M ylWla K Apyrol rpynme, noToOM 
BCTajla 3a HUMH. 


addressed Grip. 

“Then they should calm down with these ideas—” 

He kept staring at Thalia, so she abruptly glanced sideways, and 

disappeared faster than Grip scanned the room for Stalina and 

understood he was fooled. 

“You might’ve missed that in the heat of the moment, but Lisa has 
a point. Nobody's taking Newt from you by force—” 

“which is curious— 

“and keeping it civil is in your best interest. Do you agree?” 

“Yes. Why scan me again? I’m freshly minted” 

“Nah, she’s right: one day you were alright, one day you were 
out, and one day was today,” Irakli Kosmovich counted on his 
fingers. 

Grip nodded: 

“At least I won’t retake algebra.” 

“Heh. Just my luck. I study dead and endangered languages all 
my life, now we find aliens, and you come back claiming just 
eleven native speakers remain,” lrakli Kosmovich complained. 
“But there’s a silver lining to it. If there’s just eleven, they must 
be ancient, if not immortal.” 

“T suppose.” 

“Like, centuries of living in a tightly woven collective. Maybe we 
can learn a useful thing from them for a change: how to live to 
two hundred without going bonkers?” 

“Huh?” 

“Something our powers that be would love to hear about. Do you 
know how old Svobodin is? He was already there when I was 


— Al ObI MpepMoyedl, YTOGbI BbI CINAaIMIM CHTyalMio, a He esiH 
Ha pooKOH, — MUpaxnuii Kocmosuy, 3a HeXMeHHeM Apyroro 
BO3MYTHTE/IA CHOKOHCTBHA, OOpallanca K puny. 

— A MOXET IIyCTb 3TO OHH YCHOKOATCA CO CBOHMH— 

OH TposOKa MAIMTECA Ha Tasiuto, Tak YTO OHA pe3sKO MOBep- 

HyJla TONOBY HW Hcye3la Upexge YemM [pun Halllapw B3rAOM 

CTaJIMHy ¥ OHA, YTO eFO IpOBeMH. 

— TBI, MOKET, IIPOINYyCTHJI 9TO B IIbLy MOMeHTA, HO JIM3a IpaBa. 
Huxto y Te6a Hpiota cuol He oT6upaet— 

— —4¥TO HHTepecHo— 

—-H B TBOMX HHTepecax, YTOOEI H Aasiblle BCe OBLIO B paMKaX 
Tpwamuna. Cormacen? 

— Ja. 3a4eM MeHA OMATS CKAHMPOBATh, MCHA Ke TONBKO paciie- 
yarasin? 

— He, ova mpaza, rpauk: Jeb THI OI B MOpAKe, eHub TeOa 
He ObUIO, H BOT CerOHA, — 3arHOarl Harbus! Apaxnui Kocmo- 
BH. 

pull KHBHYII: 

— XOTA ObI He IpHeTCA MepempoxosUTs asreopy. 

— Xe. BeseT ue, a? M3y4alo BCIO KH3Hb MepTBEle H BLIMHpato- 
Me ASbIKH, BOT MbI HaXOJJMM HOBBIM, H, TOBOPHIIb, y Hero 
BCeTO OJMHHaWaTb HOCHTeNeH? — *xKaloBalica Mpakiui 
Kocmosuy. — Ho ects X cBeTilad cropoua. Ec ux BCero 
OJMHHaWaTb, OHH, JOJDKHO OBITb, OYeHb cTapble, eciiH 
Boole He beccMepTHEIe. 

— Jomnycrun. 

— II[pegcrasb, BeKaMH XKUTb B TAKOM CIVIOUCHHOM KOJUIEKTHBE. 


born.” 
“That'd require us to take interest in something else than hurting 
each other for a minute,” Grip replied bitterly. 


“So, what do we do?” Derevyashko raised his voice. 

“Wait, where's Thalia?” Stalina asked Grip. 

“She doesn’t report to me,” he lowered his head and pulled out 
his phone. 

“We need you both scanned today. Especially with this thing 
onboard.” 

Grip sent Thalia three question marks. Stalina left the canteen, 

and, less than ten seconds later, Thalia returned, hopped back on 

the couch and checked the phone. 

“We need to explain freezing to him,” Grip addressed her. 

She nodded back. 

“So, when they freeze me, make sure he understands we need 
to freeze him, not his lizard— No, I don’t know how, that’s the 
question. He needs to understand that he must hold still, and 
that he needs it to get...” 

Both got distracted by Irakli Kosmovich moving his finger along 

the glass for Newt to follow. 

“Don’t worry, I'll come up with something,” Thalia finally spoke. 
“And I'll watch him while you'll be out.” 

“And I'll watch Stalina watch you,” Irakli Kosmovich joked. 

“... watch him watch me. Everybody, watch out,” Grip declared. 

“Breathe easy. They can’t copy him yet. They’re not ready. And by 
the way, where’s Stalina?” 

“Looking for you!” 


Moxet ecTb H 4ero XOPOMeLo y HAX MOYePIHYTS: KaK JOKUTS 
0 JBYXCOT H He N0eXaTb KYKYXOH? 

—A? 

—ByacTb HMYIMM 3TO TOUHO IpHyerTca 10 Aye. 3Haellls, 
CKONBKO CBOOOsMHY? A elle He POAWICA, a OH /Ke OBL. 

— JIA TaKOro Hao Ha MHHYTOYRY Mepectatb TOUbKO H AYMaTh, 
Kak O51 HaM [pyr Apyry HaBpeyuTb, — ropbKo ceToBasI put. 


—Hy mak 93mo, “mo denaem-mo? — MOBbICHA Tom0C 
HepeBaltKko. 

— Toeodume. A ede Tanua? — Ctanuua cipocuna I'puna. 

— Ona nepedo muoli He omuumbieaemca, — ONYCTHI OH Ta3a U 
HOcTan Temedou. 

— Bac nado cezooua omcKaxuposame. C a3moil-mo wmykolti Ha 
6opmy. 

Tpu oTmpaBua Taw TpH BOMpPOCHTebHBIX 3Haka. CTaIHHa 

BHIMJa, H He MPOUWIO H WecaTH CeKYH/, Kak BepHyyacb Tass, 

3allpbIrHyla Ha JMBaH Hi CTasia IpOBepsATh Telepou. 

— Hajlo 06 bACHHTS ey BCe IIpo 3aMopo3ky, — OOpaTHIICA K Het 
pum. 

Ona KMBHYyJ1a B OTBET. 

—TaK TO KOrja OHH Me€HA 3aMOPOSAT, Tb TaM Kak-HHOyIb 
OOBACHH, YTO HaM Hajfo eYo, a He ero alepuuy— Her, 1 He 
3Hal0 Kak, MOTOMY HM cipammato. Haylo eMy BTOJIKOBaTS, 
UTOOBI CHE CMHPHO, H 3TO BCe eMy XKe Hasf0, 4TOO... 

06a OTBMeKMMCb Ha TO, KaK Upakmii Kocmosuy Bese 110 GaHKe 

TaJIbleM, a Hb10T BePpTUTCA BCE] 3a HUM. 

— He nepexusali. Uro-Hn6y7b IpuyMalo, — HaKOHell 3arOBo- 


“Here you are”, Stalina entered the room. 

“Finally!” Dmytro Ivanovich didn’t go into who’s looking for 
whom. “So, what do we do? Scan twice?” 

“No,” Thalia insisted. 

“Pack up and fly away,” Grip said, looking at his boss. “I like this 
idea more and more.” 

“I'm OK with that,” he nodded. 

“But I want to help them. You're solving the wrong problem,” 
Grip addressed Maria. “Can you fix their pro— uh-” 

“That also requires scanning him. And who knows what else,” 
she winced. 

“Stalina Filantievna...” 

“Huh?” 

“... you must have a protocol for everything. What’s the proto- 
col for a horrible secret? And don’t tell me everybody just kills 
everybody.” 

“OK, I won't. But first you leave a warning, then minimize the 
chances of rediscovery.” 

“What? Can’t be... that there’s never been any... mutual document 
destruction.” 

‘Tve been told there is no such thing. Look, how would that 
work? We tell them we've erased everything, they tell us they 
have, then what? How do we check, how do we enforce that?” 

“Destroy...” Grip was on the verge of panic. 

“Destroy what? They can hide and exfiltrate it any way they 
want. Like, any sufficiently large chunk of data they transmit, 
they could be hiding the scan there.” 


puma Tanua. — V mpocnexy 3a HUM, 1oKa Te6s HeT. 

— A 3aTeM, XOPOMIO 1H CHeqUT 3a TOOOK CTasMHa, — NOMyTut 
VUpaxanit KocmosH4. 

— -BHYy4Ka 3a 6a06ky, 6a6Ka 3a FeaKy—— JJekamuposan I'pun. 

— Paccna6srecb. He MOryT OHH elle ero KOMMpoBaTs. He roTosbl. 
Arye CTrayMua, KCTaTHu? 

— Te6s uer! 


— Bom moi 2de, — BepHyiacb CTasMuHa. 

— Haxoney-mo! — JlepeBaliko He CTayI BHHKaTb, KTO TaM KOTO 
uieT. — Ymo denaem? CKanupyem dearcdbl? 

— Hem, — Hactaupaila Tass. 

— Co6upaem eewuyKu u ylemaem, — 3adBMN HavasibHuRy I'pun. 
— Hpasumca mue 9ma udes 6ce Gonbiue U GonbUle. 

—A He npomué, — OTBeTHII OH. 

—Ho 8 nomoub xouy. Bol He my npobmemy pewaeme, — 
o6paTunca pun K Mapun. — Moxceme nowwHumb um a3mom 
penpo- am— 

—Tak 9mo mone cKaKupogamb Hado. H ewe Ky4a eceeo, — 
NOMOPINMacb Ona. 

— CTammHa OuaHTbeBHAa... 

—Jla? 

— VY eac 6caKxo na mrobott cnyyaii ecm’ npomoxon. Ymo mam 
Ha cayyau cmpalHoeo cekpema? TonbKo He 2ogopume, 4mo 
npocmo éce ecex yOuearom. 

— Xopowo, ne 6ydy. Ho cuauana ocmaenaiom npedynpexcdenue 
U MUHUMU3ZUPYIOM WAHKCbl NOBMOPHOZO OOHAPYIKCeEHUA. 

— Ymo? Ja naduo... He MoxCeM ObIMb, UMOObI HU pasy He ObUIo 


“We're trapped,” Thalia squeaked. 

“What do you-’” Grip’s voice faltered. 

‘Not yet,” Derevyashko objected. 

“Whatever you folks are up to,” Irakli Kosmovich spoke slowly, 
“Jet me leave before you close the door.” 

“Nobody’s closing anything,” Maria spoke up. 
overreacting.” 

“You want to turn people into zombies, who will do what you” 

“Seel— 

Grip’s knuckles went white again. 

“Don’t be so dramatic,” Dmytro Ivanovich interjected. “We’re 
not cartoon villains trying to turn people into zombies. As if 
there weren’t cheaper ways to make people do what—” 

“Like declaring them enemies of the state?” Thalia lashed out on 
him. 

“Like depriving everyone of basic rights to sell those back to 
them,” Stalina smirked at her. 

“How dare—” 

“Oh cut the crap, both of you,” Maria barked with disgust, scaring 
Lisa. “The last thing I need right now is your petty bickering.” 

“OK, I got it. We all need time to process it,” Derevyashko nodded. 
“But I don’t want to wrap it up on such a low point. Quick, give 
me something positive to top off the day.” 

“We haven’t-” Thalia squeaked. 

“Ice cream—” Grip suggested to Maria, leaving no head 
unturned. 

“Sorry, What?” Stalina’s look was full of worry. 


“They’re just 


KQK020-HUOYOb... B34MMHOTO YHHYTOKEHHA JOKYMeHTOB? 

— Mena yuunu, umo Hem makozo. Cmompu, Kak 3mo pabomaem? 
Mbl Um eoeopum, 4mo Bce cmepru, OHU — Ham, U umo? Kak 
nposepumb, Kak y6edumbca? 

— Yuuumoucumb... — [pum ObUI Ha TpaHy WaHHKU. 

— Yuuumoucumb umo? OU Moeym cnpAMamMb U nepenpasumb 
amo Kyda saxomam. IIpocmo 6 Ju060tl CocmamouHo bonbuoll 
KYCOK OQHHBLX MOIKHO 3CyHyMb CKAH. 

— Mol 6 Noeywke, — TucKHyya Tama. 

— UTOo ThI xovelb—— romoc puna DporHys. 

— Ewe vem, — Bo3pa3nii JlepeBalliko. 

—Ymo 6v1 @bl mam, pebsama, He yoymanu, — MejIeHHO 
mpou3Hec Mpakmmit Kocmopuy, — daiime mue eitimu, noKa 
He 3aKpoeme Oeepb. 

— Huxmo ue 6ydem Hu4eeo 3aKpbieamb, — 3aroBopuia Mapua. 
— Oxu npocmo cnuuKkom 6ypHo peaeupyrom. 

— Bol xomume muodeli npespamumb 6 30MOU, UMOObI OHU Cena 
4Ymo 6aM— 

— Bom, eudume? 

Koctamku I'putia cHoBa mobenenH. 

— He dpamamusupyi, — Bne3 [mutpo Vpanopny. — Mol xe 
MylbmAUHbIe 300eU, TM0dell 6 30MbU Npespawamb. Kak 
6ydmo Hemy dewweene cnoco6a 3acmaeumb m0dell Oename— 

— Tuna, o66neumb ux epazamu Hapoda? — BcIbUTHNa Tanya. 

—Tuna, omo6pamb y écex 6a30evie npaga U npodasamb ux 
o6pamHo, — YXMbUIbHYJ1aCb B OTBET CTaHHa. 

— Ja Kak mbi— 


“He said positive. I know you have—” Grip addressed Maria again. 
“Ow! What are you doing!” he shielded his ribs from Thalia to 
Newt'’s upset rattling. 

“OK! As you wish!” Maria snapped and stormed off. 


“What’s going on in here?” Derevyashko acted genuinely curious. 

“Maria printed ice cream, and we ate it,” Thalia admitted. 

“Well, it sure is hot in here,” he nodded, perplexed at the cost of 
this affair. 

“You asked for something positive,” Grip insisted sheepishly as 
the silence dragged on. “I don’t know what comes to your mind; 
for me, it’s ice cream.” 

At least Stalina stopped looking at him as if he was losing it. 


The room went quiet to follow Maria’s hasty stride. 

‘Ice cream! Everybody gets ice cream!” she burst in with a 
nondescript container, attracting the audience’s attention like a 
magnet. “You, the saviour of the humankind!... You, the lizard 
freeze thief! ... You, the dissociate father figure!...” 

“Sorry,” Grip mouthed to Thalia, expecting another prod. 

“... Lonly have two spoons though, so, please, come up with 
something.” 

‘Tll get the glasses,” Stalina was already rummaging through the 
cupboards. 

“Mix it with food, you gotta to mix it with food, otherwise it’s 
bland as ice,” Thalia hopped off the couch as everyone set into 
motion. 

“And I'll go get some sleep now,” Maria continued. “Before you” 


—]a 3amkxumecb ébl, 06e, — TapKuyia Mapua c orspaltie- 
HHeM, Hallyras JIusy. — TorbKo saluel epvi3nu ceituac He 
xeamano. 

—Tak, acho. Ham e@cem HyIKHO BpemA @ece o6dymame, — 
KuBHyI JlepepamKo. — Ho u pacxodumeca xa makoll Home 
He xouemca. beicmpo, Hakudaiime umo-Hubydb nozuMUBHOZO 
Ha npowanue. 

— Mot noka ne—— IMckuHysla Tass. 

—-—Mopostenoe— — mpeyiooxu Mapun pun, 3apmapes Bceod- 
IMM BHHMaHHeM. 

— Ymo, npocmu? — o6ecnoKoeHHOo riajena Ha Hero CramHHa. 

— OH npocun «nozsumueHo2o». A 3HaIO, y BAC ecMb— — CHOBa 
oOpaTuica K Mapuu I'pun. — Ay! Tat yero TBOPHIIb? — Top 
HeJ[OBOMbHEIM TpecK HboTa OH IPHKPbUI oT Tanuu pedpa 
JlaJ{OHBI0. 

— Jladuo! Kak ckaxcewb! — copBamach 4 yOexKaria Mapua. 


— A... umo npoucxodum? — uATepecoBalica JlepeBAIIKO. 

— Mapua neyvamana mMopooexoe U Mbl e20 eu, — IIpH3Haslacb 
Tass. 

— He, Hy mym dapKO, KOHeuHO, — KMBAalI OH, a CaM IPHKH IBA 
CTOMMOCTS TaKOH BBIXOLKU. 

— Bol npocunu umo-mo nosumuexoe, — obbacusatca Ipum, He 
BbIHeECA MONYaHHA. — He 3Ha10, UMO BaM NpPUXOdUM 6 2on0By 
NO3UMUBHOZO, MHE BOM MOPOHCeHOe. 

Xota Opt CTaHHa WepectTasia CMOTpeTb Ha Hero, Kak Ha [yIleB- 

HOOOMbHOTO. 


KomuaTa 3aTHxJla, IPHCyWMBadch K TOPOMIMBbIM WaraM 

Mapua. 

—Mopoxcenoe! Bcem mopoxceHoe! — BopBallacb OHa B 
KOMHATY C HeB3pa4HBIM KOHTeHHepOM, IPUTAMBad MO/eH 
KaK MarHuT. — HM me6e, cnacumenb uenoeexecmeal... UH 
me6e, gopuluka napanumuxa!... H me6e, gueypa omua- 
duccoyuama!— 

— W3BuHyv, — THXO cKasal pum TaMu, oxnyad elle TEUOK. 

— —ITpaedd, NOKKU y MeHA MONGKO OBe, MAK UMO BbI YC MAM 
coo6pasume umo-HubyOb. 

—A docmany cmaxanel, — CTamtvHa OvaHTbeBHa yKe Mapua 


10 WKadam. 
— Bol c edoii cmewatime, Hado c edoli cmMewamb, a mo OHO 
npecHoe, KaK ned, — CIIpbIrHyiia c WMBaHa Tala MH B 


JBWKeHHe IIPHULWI Ke BOOOME BCe. 

—A 8 6ce, A — chamb, — IpoyowKana Mapua, — IToKa ebi— 

— He mak 6vicmpo, — 3actaBuna ee cMopmutEca Tanua. — 
Touka coxpanenua! 

—... Hy mak notidem? 

— Hem, cnayana A cnexcy 3a Heiomom, umo6bl OH NocMompen, 
Kak cKaHupyrom puna. 

—fa ny eac! 

—Cmaauna! — pajocTHo Jenuica wyTKoH Upaxnui Kocmo- 
Buy, — # cnexy 3a mo6oil! He esdymati omenekambca om 
Hee— 

Vi3q1aB IpOHHKHOBeHHEIM CTOH, Mapua pacTaHysacb Ha OCBOO0- 

TMBINeMCA JMBAaHe. 


‘Not so fast!” Thalia made her wince. “Save point!” 

“... Then let’s go?” 

‘No, I’m watching Newt watch Grip get scanned first!” 

“Come! on!” 

“Stalina!” Irakli Kosmovich was eager to share the joke. “I have 
my eyes on you having your eyes on her—” 

Maria stretched out on the now-vacant couch with a heartfelt 

groan. 


Newt crawled out of the jar and onto the sand to demonstratively 
stretch out his tail. 

“I'm sorry, old pal,” Grip mumbled at him compassionately. 
Loudly stomping, Thalia returned with a small stack paper. 
“Here!” 

“Thank you!” 

“Hey, leave me some.” 

“(do-show] | [signs’|” Grip told Newt to write instead of rattling. 
“(do-show] | [do-explain]” 

“{1] [go] [object’} [be-complex) 

|[you] [see] [I’] [go]” Grip wrote and pressed the paper against the 
glass. 
Newt inspected it from an uncomfortably close distance. 

“(exist] [you’] [be-new-?]” Newt didn’t have much space to express 
himself. 

“object [know] (I’] 

| [I] [go] [outside’|” 


HBIOT BbUIe3 13 OAHKH Ha MeCcOK, re HEMOHCTpaTHBHO BEITAHYI 
XBOCT. 

— H3eunu, cmapuxa, — couyBcTBeHHO OopMotaz emy pun. 
Toy rTpomMkuh TOMOT BepHysacb Tamua C Waukon Oymaru. 


— Hepxu! 

— Cnacn6o! 

— 9H, MHe OCTaBb HEMHOTIO. 

—|n0Ka3bIBa-H] | [3HaKw’] — nonpocun [pun Hbwra He 
Tpeljars. 


— |N0Ka3bIBa-i] | [OOBACH-aii] 

— |a] [HTH] [MpeaMer’] [cIOKHETH] 

| [TBI] [BAeTH] (a’| [HATH] — I pum mucam u npwKuMas Gymary 

K CTeKIIY. 

HbIOT H3y4all ee C OoMe3HEHHO ONH3KOTO paccTOAHHA. 

— |cylljecTBoBaT3] [THI’] [HOBBIH-71H?] — y Hp1oTa OBLIO He 0c060 

MHOTO MeCTa Ha CaMOBbIPaKeHHe. 

— |[npeymer] [3HaT3] [11] 

| (4TH) [Hapyxy’| 

HbIoT cHOBa 3aTpellal, H [pun oTaepHyn OyMaxKKy, 4TOOBI 

pacTomKoBatTs: 

— |ThI] [cyjecTBoBaTB] [MeHBIIe] [1’] 

TpeyMer] (cyijecTBoBaTs] |Gobue] [| 

— |] [cyljecTBOBaTb-He] |MeHbIe] [TH] — HepBHO mMcam HEWwrT. 

— [Tb] [mous] [cymecTBoBaTs’] [MHorve-1M?] [Hapyxy-B]“ — 
HalMcan pun, Ho NepeyyMall: 


Newt clicked again, and Grip yanked the paper back to elaborate: 
“(youl [exist] [be-less-er] (I’] 

| [object] [exist] [be-many-er] [I’]” 

“{I] [exist-not] {be-less-er] {you’]” Newt was nervous. 

“fyou] [can] [exist’) [be-many-?] [outside-in]’ Grip wrote and 
changed his mind: 

“(can| [exist’] [outside-in] (animal-of] [you’] 

be-many-?] [exist] [sun’] [exist-not] [sun’]” 

“(exist] (up-in] [sun’] | [can-not] [exist’ [I’]” Newt answered tersely. 
“Should I tell him to come out? For scanning,” Grip asked Thalia. 
She and Irakli Kosmovich were deep into drawing some scheme 
on a folded sheet. 

“Or is it more dangerous if he’s outside, and he'll evaporate—” 
“Ugh, stop it,” Thalia cut him short. “Not now. Leave it to Maria.” 
“exist] [object-in] [be-complex] [I’] [can-not} [go’] [object-in| 
be-complex)” Grip wrote to little reaction. 

“OK, check this out!” 

‘IT [go] [object’] [be-complex] 

you] [see] [I’} [go]” Grip showed to Newt again, while reading 
Thalia’s chaotic diagram: 

“(go| [object’] [be-complex] > 

exist] [object-in} [be-complex] > 

go-not] [object-in} [be-complex] > 

object] [be-complex] [know] > 

go-not] > 

exist] (up-in] [sun’] > 

go)” 


MO4B] [cyIecTBOBaTE’] [HapyKy-B] [KUBOTH-OTO] [TEI’] 

MHOorHe-1IH?] [cymecTBoBaTb] [comHue’] [CyltecTBOBaTb-He] 

(comHIe’| 

— |[cylecTBoBaTB] [BBepXx-B] [COMHIe’] | [Moub-He] [cyecTBOBaTB’ | 
[a’] — KpaTKO pacTomKoBasl cuTyaluro HEIT. 

— Hajlo roBopuTs emy, 4TOOEI OH BbINe3? Korgla cKaHMpoBats, 
— cKa3am pun Tamu. 

Ouu c Mpakmmem Kocmopnyem ObLIM NOrpyKeHbI B PHCOBaHHe 

CX€MBI Ha CJIOKeHHOM JIMCTE. 

— Vim cuapyxu omacuo H ero ucnapuT— 

—Tak, Mepectanb, — mepeOuna ero Tamua. — 3TO NOTOM. 
OctTaBb 3TO Mapu. 

— |[cymecTBoBaTp] [Mpey{Met-B] [CMOKHBIH] [9’] [MOub-He] [HATH’} 

TpegMet-B] [cOKHBI] — Hanucan Tpum 6e3 Kakoli-To 

3aMeTHOH OTBETHOH peakI{HH. 

— Bot, 3atjenu! 

— [a] [MyTH] [MpezMer’} [cOKHETH] 

TbI] [BUeTH] [9’] [HATH] — CHOBa oKa3bIBa pun, a cam 

UHMTall IyTaHy1 AMarpammy Tamu: 

— [HTH] [TpenMer’] [coKHEIH] > 

CY€CTBOBATS] [pey{MeT-B] | COXKHEIH] > 

WATH-He] [pey{Met-B] [CIOMKHEIH] > 

TpegMer] (CO KHBIM] [SHAT] > 

WITH-He] > 

CYI€CTBOBATE] [BBepx-B] [COHIe’] > 

ITH 

— IIpexpacuo. To 4T0 HYKHO. 


[ 
[ 


“Excellent. Just what we needed.” 

Thalia circled the first column, placed the folded sheet inside the 

jar and tapped it. Newt crawled into the jar at a glacial pace, as 

if he hoped that the kids would change their mind at any second. 

“Go,” Grip instructed him with the intonation of a tutor. “Let’s do 
it already.” 


Tama oOBeNa TepBbIM cTomOell, MOMeCTHMa CJIOKeHHBIM 

MMCT B OaHKy H MocTyyana 10 Hemy. Hor Biom3an B OaHKy 

YepellalibuM Maro, OyfTO HafessIca, YTO B M06y10 ceKYHY 

eTH lepeyymaior. 

—Hou, — Wpounctpyxtupopan ero [pul yunTerbcKuM 
romocom. — Jfaeattme yore. 


(Not) settled 


As he was turning in his sleep, Grip opened his eyes for amoment 
and squinted at a paper sign on top of the cage enhanced with 
duct tape. Now he absolutely had to make out the TMNT 
that was written on it. The messy, incomprehensible writing 
resisted his feeble decoding attempts until it dawned on him 
that it really was a hastily written “SHHHHH”. And, at this point, 
he was already too awake to fall back to sleep. 


From up here, he found the lizard lying in the corner, motionless; 
started figuring out whether it was Newt or not, then somehow 
switched to worrying whether it’s alive instead. 


Dmytro Ivanovich peeked into the room and saw Grip lying 
awake. He then brought his palms together to rest his head on 
them, suggesting Grip to get more sleep. Grip shook his head 
ever so slightly. The wall concealed the bulk of the reply gesture, 
leaving Grip unsure what his departing boss meant by that. Ugh. 


(He)cormacHbl 


B ovepeqHow paz mepeBepHyBIIMch Cc OoKy Ha OoK, [pun Ha 
CeKYHAY OTKPbUI 11a3a HM IpHUypHvIcs, 3aMeTHB Ha MepeMOTaH- 
HOW CKOTYeM KileTKe OyYMaKKY. Telepb eMy IpOcTo HeoOxo/JMMO 
ObLIO pas0bpaTs, 4TO 3TO 3a IIIT Taxoe Ha Hel HanHcaHo. 
KpuBoli-KocoH 3a00p4HK 43 TaloueK JeKOMMpPOBaHHI0 HH BO 
uTO Oolee BMeHAeMOe He MO/MaBaica, oKa I'pull He B3AN B 
TOJIK, UTO 3TO HW ECTb Hactex HalMcanHoe IITMNIMIUINI. A K Tomy 
MOMEHTY COH yKe YUEN. 


CBepxy Ke, C KPOBaTH, OH BBICMOTpell B YIiIy KMeTKH 
HEMOJBWKHO JOKAllyi0 AMepuly, IPHHAICH TaaTb, HbwT 3TO 
WIM HeT, HW KaK-TO He3aMeTHO Tepelliell Ha WepeKHBaHHA, KUBO 
OH TaM WIM Kak. 


B KOMHAaTy 3armaHyl imuTpo Usanosny, 3ametu, aro [puny 
He CHHTCA, HM COOK WaZOHH BMeCTe, CKOHHB Ha HAX TOJIOBY. 
[pull cilerKa-CaerKa NOMOTAJ TOMOBOH; OTBETHBIM XKeCT YXOJIA- 


Nothing new on the phone. Might as well get up. 


No matter how quiet Grip tried to be, the lizard still shook from 
the small thud marking his contact with floor, so he stood still 
for minutes to ensure it’s asleep again. Grip then moved closer 
to observe it, ensured it’s really Newt, of the newer variety. And 
proceeded to sit across for a long with his burgeoning thoughts 
never forming a single coherent idea. 


Finally, he stood up, grabbed a clean suit and walked down the 
quiet hallways. When he passed the canteen, for the first time 
ever he found Thalia without her noticing him first. Her hair 
loose and dishevelled, her attitude quiet and sombre, she dined 
facing an open tube drawer, a far cry from the usual burst of 
energy terrorizing the crew. Grip waved her hello at half the 
usual speed as he passed by. 


On his way back from the showers, he found Derevyashko and 
Thalia occupying the opposing sides of the couch, deep in their 
phones, not reacting much as he jumped to land between them. 
Where are their manners? Agents. And what’s up with the hair? 


“How did it go?” Grip asked in a very quiet voice. 

“Eh, he didn’t see much,” Thalia put visible effort into switching 
contexts, “but he understood we're copying you and demanded 
we copy him next. And we're like, ‘No’, and he refused to listen.” 

“Right” 

“Just repeated that we don’t want to.” 

“Right, and how did you explain it?” 


Mero HavasIbHuKa OCTaJICA, 10 OOMbMeH YaCcTH, CKPBIT CTeHOM. 
OcTaBasIOcb TOMBKO TafjaTb, YTO OH MMe B BUY. Ix. Huyero 
HHTepecHoro B Tesedoue. MOKHO H BCTaBaTb. 


Kak HH cTapayica Tp cme3Tb THXO, OT IyJIKOLO 3ByKa 
KOHTAKTa C NOMOM AlepKa cofporHysacb. Tak 4TO OH 3aMep 
Ha HECKOJIBKO JOJITHX MHHYT, H TOJIbKO MOTOM IIPHABHHYJICA 
OmwKe: yOequTEcA, YTO 9TO HBT, NpHyeM HOBO MON. 
TloTom mpocTo fouro cue HanpoTus. Mpicnu OypmuIH, HO B 
CKJIaHble He HHKaK He COOMpaIIHCs. 


Hakonell OH BCTau, 3a0pasl UMCTEIM KOCTIOM HM yell B Ay 
THXHMH KopHpopamu. IIpoxoy{f MHMO CTOJIOBOH, OH BMepBble 
yBHen TasH10 0 TOrO, KaK OHa eFo 3aMeTWIa. be3 KOC, JIOXMa- 
Tad, THXad H CHOKOMHas, OHA 3aBTpakasla, MALACh Ha WKapunk C 
ef0H. B Hef OLWIO He y3HaTb BEYHO TOTOBBIM 3akOMeOaTb BCeX U 
K@KOFO CrYCTOK 3HeprHuu. [pHi HapounTO Mes eHHO NOMaxall 
ef PYKOH, Ipoxoy{a MHMO. 


Ha llyTH Ha3aji H3 Ayia B CTOMOBOH ObLIM yKe 7Boe. epeBaAlIKo 
Hf TaJIMa 3aJIMMasIH B Tese@OHEI 110 pasHble CTOPOHI JMBaHa, H Ha 
TUMOXHYBINeTOCA MEXKTY HAMM [pHa MOUTH He OTpearHpoBalM. 
Te TONbKO HX MaHepsl? ATeHTHI, ara. HW yTO c BOOCaMH? 


— Kak mpoutio? — Tuxo-THxo cipocun I'pun. 

—He 60/bHO-TO MHOTO OH CMOr yBHJeTb, — C ycWIveM 
Tepekmiouwsa KOHTeKCT Tamua. — Ho ponep, 4To MbI TeOa 
KONMpyeM, H Jabali TpeOoBaTs, YTOOLI OH OBIT CHeAyIOUHM. 
A MBI TakHe «HeT», H OH 3a0MI Hac CyMaTs. 


“Uh, well, I basically didn’t. That's the kind of stuff you excel at, 
SO...” 

“Didn’t Irakli Kosmovich help you?” 

“No- that was weird, actually. I thought he has a lot to ask Newt, 
but I got the feeling they talked just... long enough for him to 
check a mark, like, T got to talk with a lizard.” 

She interrupted for a yawn. 

“Anyway, you know this feeling, when you say something, Newt 
says something, you have no idea whether you’re on the same 
page, but this time there’s also Irakli Kosmovich, watching you 
write as if I’m a subject of an experiment.” 

“You” 

“That’s what I said? Almost like Newt’s writing’s too good to be 
of interest. My scribbles, on the other hand...” 

“And?” 

“We put him in— yeah, he complained about the light, so we 
dimmed it, and then it was my turn to get scanned, so I don’t 
know.” 

“Alright.” 


Grip fetched himself a tube and peeked into Thalia’s phone on his 
way back: 

“What’chu reading?” 

He tried to focus on the text she was jumping around, but when 
he could make out the words, they just didn’t make much sense 
together. 

“Laws,” she yawned again. “Ours.” 

“Huh?” 


— Tak- 

—IIpocto TBepAMIl, YTO MBI He XOTHM. 

— Tak. Vl kak BbI 9TO OObACHMIIM? 

— 93, ja HUKaK. ITO THI y Hac XOPOMI TaKOe OOBACHATS, TAK 4TO... 

—A 4to, Upaximit Kocmosuy He lomor? 

—Her- 3To BooOlle crpaHHo 6bui0, Ipun. A AyMaya, y Hero 
Kyya BompocoB K Hpwry, a B MTOre, KayKeTCA, UTO OHH 
NOTOBOPHIIM... IPOCTO JIA TaNOUKH, THIa, «a 1 MOTOBOPHII C 
alljepunet». 

Ona IpepBaslacb Ha 3eBOK. 

— Hy TbI caM 3Haelllb, KaK 9TO, KOTa THI YTO-TO CKa3a, HBIOT 
YTO-TO CKa3aJl, BOOOMe He NOHATHO, NOHAIM MM BBI Apyr 
Upyra, TOUbKO TyT emje UpaxnuH Kocmopuy cMOTpHT Ha 
TeOa, OYTO 3KCIepHMeHT HaflO MHOH CTaBHT. 

— Hay Tobor? 

—A # 4TO cKa3aia? CIOBHO HbIOT TaK IpaBHIbHO MHMIMWeT, YTO 
eF0 H UHTATb HEHHTepecuHo. To JM Ae0 MOM KapakyJH. 

—V? 

—Hy MBI 3acyHy/H eFo— Ja, OH KaJIOBalICA Ha CBeT, CBET MBI 
IIPHIIyWMIH, a OTOM MeHsA CKaHMpOBasIM, TaK UTO He 3Hal0. 


T'pumt cxoj{ui ce6e 3a TIOOHKOM, a Ha OOpaTHO MYTH 3arAHyI K 
TasIHH B Teme@ou. 

— ero Tam uuTaelllb? 

OH MbITaICA COCpeqOTOUMTECA Ha TeKCTe, 10 KOTOPOMY OHa 
cKaKayla, HO TO OYKBEI B COBa He COOMpaMMcb, TO COBa He 
MMeJIM CMBICIIa. 

— 3aKOHBI, — CHOBa 3eBHyIa oa. — Hau. 


“She’s estimating how much trouble she’s getting in for closing a 
planet,” Derevyashko elaborated for her. “Don’t look at me like 
that, they have a pile of mess for laws.” 

“No, I mean, ‘closing the planet’?” 

“Ah, that idea from yesterday weren't you the one to suggest it, 
actually? To cut the comms—” 

“You did that.” 

“No, Imean, turn it back on and go ‘sh-sh-sh, don’t talk, just listen. 
This large chunk of data is Grip, then these thirty kilos are-’” 

“Trakli Kosmovich’s papers,” Thalia interjected. 

“That’s a good one,” Derevyashko remarked after the chuckles 
died down. “Anyway, we all escape and then go ‘nuh-uh’ and 
shut down the comms again for good.” 

“Until they invent brain slugs of their own?” 

“Until they fly another ship here and turn it back on. I guess,” 
Thalia commented. “So, like, ten-thirty years later they’ll be 
knocking on our door anyway. Maybe later. But not earlier 
than that.” 

“And why?” 

“How? When there’s nobody nearby.” 

Grip paused to think and forgot to eat. 


“Just in case: she doesn’t really mean we’re pull off'a twenty-eight- 
year-long robinsonade,” Derevyashko clarified. “Just clone the 
lizards and kill ourselves.” 

“But that ain’t much. If we don’t fix their procreation, how good 
is that?” 

“Very,” Thalia argued. “Twenty two heads are better than eleven. 


—A? 

—JIpHKMppIBaeT, KaK CHJIbHO eH BIIeETHT 3a 3aKpbITHe 
TWIaHeTh, — OTBeETHI 3a Hee Jlepepammko. — He cMOTpH Ha 
MeH# TaK, Y HHX He 3aKOHBI, a HEBECTb YTO BOOOIE. 

— Her, B CMBICIIe, «3KPbITHe I1aHeTEI»? 

— A, BYepalllHad Ujed— He TBOA MH ITO ObINa Hes, a? OTKIIO- 
YT CBASL— 

— Tak BBI yxKe. 

— Her, B CMBICHe, BKJOUHTS H Cpa3y: L-I-I, HHYerO He Mepepa- 
BaTb, TOJIBKO IpHeM. BOT 3TOT OOO KyCOK JjaHHbIX — 3TO 
[pH NOTOM BOT 3TH TpHAaTb KIO ITO— 

— bymaxku Upaxima Kocmosnya, — Bilesya Tara. 

—KpacorTKa, — NoxBasM ee JepeBsAIIKO, KOryja OHH OTCMes- 
much. — Kopoue, MbI Bce CBaJIMBaeM, a IOTOM «He-He-He» 4 
OTpy6aeM CBA3b HAaCOBCeM. 

— loka OHM He H306peTyT ce6e MOSTOBBIX CIM3HeH CaMH? 

—TloKa OHH He IpHToHAT clofa Apyro KopaOsb u He BKMOUAT 
Bce OOpaTHO. CKopee BCero, — IpOKOMMeHTHpoBala Tass. 
— Tak YTO MeT Yepes TecaTb-TpHAaTb OHH BCe paBHO IpWie- 
TAT H WocTyyatca. Moxer nose. Ho He paHblie. 

—Atouyemy? 

— A Kak? TYT pa{oM Bey{b GoubIe HET HUKOTO. 

T'pui 3alyMasica HW 3a0BUT Ipo eyry. 


— EcuM 4TO, OHa He HMelJia B BUY, YTO MBI TYT pasBeyjem Pooux- 
30Hafy Ha 28 meT, — yrouHHn JlepepalKo. — KioHHpyem 
salepuly U yOuBaem ces. 

—Ho 9sToro mayo. EcaH MBI He NOWXMHAM HM pa3MHOKeHHe, 


Chances are, they'll survive until— forget it, they'll become 
immortal right away.” 

“Right.” 

“We should store it somewhere safe... Yeah, and... I don’t think 
Maria has the confidence to fix them. And we can’t drag more 
people into it.” 

“Why not— No, I know that, but- Can we then print those who 
have already been here?” 

“We're not printing people without their consent, Grip,” 
Derevyashko made it clear it’s not negotiable. 

“Yeah,” Thalia nodded. “I hope Maria won’t crumble under the 
pressure. We’re already demanding her to scan Newt without 
killing him, single-handedly-” 

“You mean, four-handedly? Or should it be two-headedly?” 

“Yeah, that'll drive her nuts quicker...” 


“I knew there’s a reason why they left her behind,” Dmytro 
Ivanovich nodded to Grip as if they shared a secret. 

“Who, Lisa?” 

“Yes. ‘There are no randos here, in deep space’,” he quoted the 
classics. 

Grip immediately put his hands together as if he was in class, 
eager to give an answer. But after the nod of curiosity from 

Derevyashko, Grip named neither the book nor the movie, but 

rather curled his right hand in to point himself in the chest, 

highlighting the closest available exception to the rule. Dmytro 

Ivanovich was lightly amused, but did not elaborate a single bit. 

He looked eerily content with his mind roaming elsewhere until 


KaKOH C 3TOFO IIpOK? 

— Oueub cee Tako, — Bospa3una Tama. — JIBaniaTb 7Be 
TOJIOBBI TyaMe OMMHHAMNATH. Berle WaHC, YTO OHH JOKMBYT 
HO— Tak, HeT, 3a0y/{b, OHH Ke CTAHYT OeCCMepPTHEIMH. 

— Ara. 

— Hajlo 6ymerT ux rfe-TO COXpaHHTs B Haj@KHOM Mecte... Ja, H... 
He jymaio, uTo Mapuv xBaTuT AyXy HX NOWMHHTE. A Apyrux 
JHOJ\eHi MBI IPUBIeKaTb He MOKEM. 

—Tlouemy-— Tak, 2aJ{Ho, 3TO MOHATHO, HO— Moxem MBI Torya 
pacnevataTb Tex, KTO 3/JeCb OBUI paHbie? 

— MBI He OyfleM TeyaTaTb Moye 63 UX COrmacua, — 3asBU 
TlepeBaLIKO TOHOM, He TepIALHM BO3parxKeHHH. 

— Ja, — kusana Tanua. — A Hajetocb, Mapua He paccpiiletca 
107, 7aBNeHvem. MbI HU Tak OT Hee TpeOyeM, YTOOEI OHA B 
OJHOTO OTCKaHHpoBasia H He yOuna Hp1oTa— 

— BypoeM, TEI XOTeyla CKa3aTb? B ueTEIpe PYKH, Be TOJOBI? 

— OT dTOFO e€ KpbIllla TOMIbKO ObICTpee MoeLeT. 


— { 3Hall, ¥TO ee TYT He IpocTo Tak 3a6bWIH, — JIMuTpo MBano- 
BMY KMBHYyII I'puny Tak, OyATO y HAX ObIN COMMA ceKper. 

— Koro, JIm3y? 

— Ara. «Y Hac 37feCb, B TIyOMHHOM KOCMOce, He ObIBaeT Ciyualt- 
HBIX JIOAeH», — MpOUMTHpoBall klaccuKy JjepeBALIKo. 

[pull TYT Ke Hava TAHYTb pPyKy, 6yATO B KMacce. Ho, mocme 

MOOONEITCTBYIOMero KUBKa J[MuTpo WBaHoBHya, He Ha3Ball 

HM KHHTY, HH XOTA ObI DHIbM, a, BMECTO 3TOTO, MOMYa TKHYI 

ceOa MableM B Ipyb, yKasbiBad Ha OMKalMlee MCKMOUeHHE 

43 papaya. IMuTpo UBanoswya 3TO CilerKa MOBeCeMIO, HO H 


actively interacted with. 


“What are we going to tell the lizards?” Thalia asked. 

“The truth,” Grip shrugged. 

“The truth?” her eyes widened, she set the phone aside. “Better 
start preparing, because the truth is a bit messy. Let’s see, the 
last time we've already revealed we know your secret, even 
though I don’t know why make it a secret-” 

“—cause they didn’t make a secret out of it, they just thought we’re 
the same. It wasn’t secret! When he climbed into my ear to say 
hello, he kinda didn’t expect- 

“—what properness has Newt broken?” 

“Duh, made us fewer.” 

“That came up later, when the Second climbed you. Why be 
angry before that? Trying to enter what’s already occupied?” 
she giggled. 

“Well, that could be one theory.” 

“Anyway, so now we fly away. But we don’t fly-” 

“fly, but it’s not us, so—” 

“mean ‘not us’, it’s us, just different us. And now we want your 
brains, all of them.” 

“What for?” 

“Just in case you all die of something, but, whatever. In totally 
unrelated news, please line up in front of that scary machine of 
ours, yes, the one that’s the reason you don’t talk to the previous 
contact group any more. We actually think it’s a horrible idea, so 
horrible, that we had a bit of a falling out with the ours, leading 
to all of us leave and some of us stay, so—” 


pacKpbIBaTb TEMY OH HUKAK He CTasl. UTO-TO OBI KYTKOBAaTOe 
B TOM, KaK OH BHTAaJI B OO1aKaX, 10Ka C HUM He 3arOBOpHIIb. 


— UTOo alljepuyam-To cerogqHA cKaKemM? — clipocuaa Tama. 

—IIpasyy, — He Nona Bompoca I'pun. 

—IIpapay? — y Hee OKpyrHWIMcb rla3a, H Oa OTIOKHIA 
Tenedou. — Tb TOrfa HadHHalt TOTOBUTECA, a TO Halla 
IpaBya, oHa Takas... B pO pa3 MBI yKe pa3zbouITaMH, 
UTO 3HaeM HX CeKpeT, IpaBsa Yero OHH AeNalH u3 sTOFO 
cekpeT, 4 He 110— 

— TOMY, UTO He JelasIH OHH H3 TOTO CeKpeTa, OHH IIpOcTo H He 
]YMalIM, UTO MBI He TaKHe 3Ke, KaK OHH. ITO He OBIT CeKpeT! 
OH KOrj[a MHe B YXO Je3, YTOObI WO3HAKOMUTECA, OH KaK ObI 
He OKHasI— 

—-—4TO 3a IIpaBHJIBHOCTS Tora HBT cOMasI? 

— Hy Tak, ceyayi Hac MeHBIIe. 

— 3TO NOTOM ye, Koryja Bropou Ha Te6a Monep. A MepBbIi pas 
OH TOIa 4TO 3NHIICA? Ilones Ty Aa, Te 3aHATO? — OHA XHXHK- 
Hyya. 

— Hy, Toe Teopua. 

— Kopoue, H Tellepb MBI yleTaem. Ho He yneTaem— 

—~yyleTaeM, HO He MBI, TaK YTO— 

——ce6e MBI, IpOCTo ApyrHe, H Tellepb ITO HaM HyKeH Ball Mo3r, 
Tpuyem Bce. 

—V3ayem? 

— Yro6pt 6pyi0. Ho Tak, uToObI y Hac ero He OBUIO, a TOKO 
ObUIO Bac OOMBIUe, a TO BUPYT BEI BCe OT YeTO-HUOY/b yMpeTe? 
OT uero? Jla Mano mm oT vero! Bb He OTBIeKaHTeCh, a 


“OK, OK, I got it. Better not bring that up at all. We want to help, 
so we want to copy you.” 

“We just don’t, for some reason,” she leaned back, satisfied, and 
picked up the phone again. 


“Look, I’ve been wondering,” Grip addressed Thalia after a while. 
“How do your secrets work? What can you tell and what...” 

“... uh, just like yours?” his partner frowned. “We decide what's 
secret and what’s not at home, after the mission.” 

Derevyashko raised an eyebrow at her “at home”, but refrained 

from commenting. 

“And before you return?...” 

“They control all the comms anyway?” she returned to her 
reading. 


“Glad you're here as a spy, huh?” Derevyashko asked immedi- 
ately. 

Grip underwent several facial expression changes before realiz- 

ing the question targeted Thalia. Dmytro Ivanovich noticed that 

and clarified: 

“Were you two here as diplomats, you’d have your tails chewed 
off clean by now.” 

“Why? We’ve preserved the relationship.” 

“Preserved? You're about to sever it!” he was amused. “Should I 
really detail into all you did wrong- sorry, undiplomatic?” 

“Yeah, especially given our task— and that the official diplomats 
were recalled already,” Grip took it personally. 

“That was contactees, that’s different. Diplomats won’t even have 


WaBaliTe, BCe OJMHHAaNaTb B PANOK CTpoeM TOMaliTe B TY 
CTpallHy!0 MallHHy, H3-3a KOTOPOH BbI C MpOMwoH rpymmon 
TepectamM pa3sropapuBaTb. JIMYHO MbI, KCTaTH, C4YHTaeM, 
YTO ITO FeO WiIoXoe, He Hao BaM B 3TY MalMHy. Mbl c 
HallHMH 13-38 9TOFO TaK pa3pyralHcb, YTO Telepb BOOOMe 
BCe yileTAeM, a YaCTb OCTAeTCA, YTOObI— 

— lous 4, mona. Ipo 3To Bce nyuMe BOOOMe MpomoaMM. MbI 
XOTHM IOMO4B, MBI XOTHM KOMMpozate... 

—TOJIBKO 4TO-TO He KONMpyeM, — YOBeTBOPeHHO OTKHHY- 
Mach OOpaTHO OHa H CHOBa B3AACcb 3a TeMeMOH. 


—Cmymali, 4 BOT ele 4TO XOTeM CIIpOcHTb, — He cpasy 
o6patunca [pun K Tarun. — Kak pa6otaivT BalllM CeKpeTHI? 
UTO MOMKHO paccKa3bIBaTB, a UTO HET?... 

—... 9, POBHO KaK H BalllM? — HaXMYpHJlacb HallapHula. 
— Tlorom Joma pelliaem, 4TO CeKpeTHO, a 4TO HeT, Mocue 
MHCCHH. 

TlepeBsalko TogHANI OpoBb, YCIBIXAaB «jOMa», HO KOMMeHTHpO- 

BaTb He CTall. 

—A JO BosBpallenua? 

— OHH BCe paBHO KOHTPOMHPYIOT BCWO CBA3b? — OHa BepHyyacb 
K UTCHHNO. 


—Xopomo O6bITb 3a IMMHOHOB, fa? — TyT de cmpocun 
JlepeBALIKo. 

Tp HECKOJIBKO pa3 H3MeHMIICA B JIMIfe, Ipexye YeM OHA, YTO 

BOIpOC ObUI He emy. [MHTpo MBaHOBHY 3TO 3aMeTHII HM YTOUHMM: 

—bByfb BEI 7BOe AMIVIOMATHI, BAM J[BOMM XBOCTHI ObI yoKe 


your goals from the start, they cannot do as much as sneeze ina 
direction ever so slightly misaligned with the line of the party.” 

“Yeah, I just wonder how... Like, all this human stupidity we’d be 
using against them, they don’t even know the rules of it.” 

“Like what? Do you know the rules of it?” 

“Oh, it’s gonna be all those subtleties and vacuous rituals, won’t 
it? I don’t know, I’ve got sweets, a diplomat wants them, and 
then he'll sob, grimace and never ask?” 

“I can’t make up my mind on whether you don’t know a thing 
about our diplomacy, or you know it all too well,” Dmytro 
Ivanovich grinned. 

“And now lizards, maybe their kids shouldn’t eat sweets, or 
maybe they build houses out of them, it’s gonna be even worse. 
And, sure, they'll never understand our sobs and grimaces! 
How would we even explain our diplomacy to them?” 

“Ah, that’s when you'd get recalled. ‘Explaining them’, unbeliev- 
able. Our diplomacy is all about extracting profit.” 

“Look, aren’t we acing it? We’re here for three days, and the lizard 
begs us to let it climb into a teleport?” 

“... or you'd be recalled on the actual day three, your corpse still 
warm.” 

“One step to the right, one step to the left...” Thalia mumbled. 

“Sure, when you try to take sweets by force—” 

“No, you don’t get it,” she looked him in the eyes. “Diplomats are 
so tense, you won’t even think of doing something off-script.” 

“Yeah, I wouldn’t make a good diplomat” 

“It’s not like anybody offers you to,” Derevyashko shrugged. “She 


mooOKycasu. C KopHeM. 

— 3a 4TO? MbI Ke COXpaHWJIM OTHOMeHHA. 

—Coxpanunu? Bsr ux coOupaetecb Boodme mopBaTb! — 
BeCceIMICA OH. — Te6e IIpaM M0 NYHKTAM paccKa3aTb, YTO BEI 
Cela HelpaBHIbHO- NapyOH, HeAHIWIOMaTH4HO? 

— Ara, 0COOeHHO C y4eTOM TOTO, TO OPUNHANbHBIX JHIWIOMa- 
TOB OTClOZa yKe ToMepyH. 

— 93TO ObIIM KOHTaKTepl, 3TO Apyroe. Y HIWIOMATOB BCe ObLIO 
ObI 10 Apyromy, HawHHas c Hemel. Her NOpsATKOB CTpoxKe 4eM 
y AMMIOMATCKOH OpaTHU; HH YAXHYTB... OJHAKO, Oe{HEIM 6e3 
yka3ku apTuu. 

—Hy jJa, HO 4 BOT 4eFO He MOTY MOHATS... Bcd Halla YeOBede- 
CKad TYIMOCT, KOTOPY10 MbI Ha HHX OOPyIIMM, OHH XKe Ke 
IpaBHl HalHx He 3HaIvT. 

—B cmpiciie? A Tb CaM-TO 3HaellIb? 

— Oi, la 1o-m060my Tam OHH TOHKOCTH Ja XOPOBOpEI OecToI- 
KOBBIE, UTO, HET 4TO JIM? Tula, He 3HaW), Y MeHA ECTb KOHEeTEL, 
JMMIOMATY XOUeTCH KOHET, H BOT OH HOET H KOPYHTCA, HO 
HMKOTYa MpaMo He WompocuT? 

— Sl IpaM He MOLY pellHTb, HHYerO THI He CMBICIMIMb B Hallet 
JMIMIOMAaTHH, WIM HacboporT, MpollapeHHEl, — yXMBULLICA 
Amutpo MBanosyy. 

—A TYT AMepHupl, MOKeT HX JeTAM KOHQET HeNb3A4, a MOKET 
OHH 3 HHX OMA CTPOAT, 3TO XK coBceM Oega. A TlaBHoe 
YTO: HalWHX YKHMOK H XIOMOB AepHyam BoobMe HUKOTAAa 
He noHaTb! Kak pHkaxkeTe HM 9TY Hally JMMIOMaTHI0 
OOBACHHTH? 


could, though, if she wanted, she knows it from within.” 

“not like I made a good spy anyway,” Grip concluded. 

“So, everybody is good at their own domain. Except those danger- 
ously good at theirs,” his boss blurted ominously. 


“So, my dear colleague, how does your media work?... Like, 
journalists—” 

“What? Better than yours,” she snickered. “That's for sure.” 

“What are you up to?” Derevyashko asked in his usual curious 
tone. 

“Nothing yet, I’m just asking... Ever wrote any articles?” 

“Uh, no?” 

“OK, you sure read some?” 

“I, uh, 'mnot—” 

“Come on. Yes, she sure had,” Derevyashko interrupted her. 
“Don’t tell me you didn’t read a single one on the-” 

“OK, let’s say I’ve... addressed people through media before.” 

“Huh?” Grip marvelled at her constantly changing face expres- 
sion. 


“Wait,” she finally settled on disbelief. “Don’t tell me you never 
read my file.” 

“Where would I get one, the comms are” 

“you had three days to—” 

“sure Stalina wouldn’t mind sharing,” Derevyashko chimed in. 

“Unbelievable... OK, it’s official,” she patted him on the shoulder, 
“Thereby declare you a valenok. Through and thorough, no take 
backs.” 


— A, Hy TbI Jail, KOHeYHO, OOBACHHTS. TyT-TO TeOa H OT3OBYT. 
AMmOMaTHa Halla, OHa pO H3Be4eHHe BEITOLEI. 

—MV kak, kulaccHO Ke MBI CIIpaBldemca? TpeTHi Jeb, a 
allepulia yKe CaMa B TeylelOpT Ipocutca? 

—O a, HM Ha TpeTHH JeHb ObI TeOA OTOSBaNH. Ene TeIIbIM 
TPyIHKOM. 

— IIlar ByeBo, mar BipaBo, — npobopmotama Tamua. 

— Her, AceH IeHb, eC MBI Oy[eM KOHOeTHI CHO OTOMPaTL— 

— Het, 3TO TBI He MOHAN, — OHa yCTaBHuach eMy B raza. — Y 
JMIUIOMATOB TaM BCe TaK MOCTaBIeHO, YTO Tebe H BOOBY He 
IpPUeT OTKIOHHTECA OT IpOTOKOMA. 

— Hy 4TOo X, BHJMMO, He BbIMJeT M3 MeHA JMIIOMaTa— 

—He To, 4T06 Te6a K HMM KTO-TO 3Bal, — NOKaN Wiewamu 
Tlepepamxo. — Bot ova Morya 6bI, ECM 3ax0TeNa, OHA ITY 
KYXH10 3HaeT H3HYTPH. 

——Jla M INIHOH M3 MeHSA TOKE Tak ceOe, — 3AKOHYMI MBICIIb 
pum. 

—TIIpocto KaxkAbIM XOpoul Ha cBOeM MecTe. Kpome Tex, KTO Ha 
HeM O1acHO XOpoll, — 3ara/{O4UHO OpAKHYJI HayaJIBHHK. 


— Tak BOT, JOporas Mos Koyera, Kak y Bac paboTaeT mpecca?... 
Hy, BCAKHe TaM ‘KypHasMcTI— 

—Yero? Vx lomyuile, 4eM y Bac, — 3aXHXHKaJla oHa. — ITO 
TOUHO. 

—TsI vero Tam yyyMal? — cmpocun JjepeBaliko cBOuM 
OOBIYHEIM JIOOOMBITCTBYIOIHM TOHOM. 

—He, moka HHuero, 4 MpocTo cipocuTb.. He OBO MIOCb 
HMKOT Ja WHCaTb CTaTeH? 


— ero? Her. 

— JlaqHo, HO PK UHTATL-TO JOBOAMIOCL? 

— Sl, 9, 1 He— 

—O fa xopom. Jlopoqunocb, KoHeyHO, — mepeOun ee 
Hepesamko. — JlaBali, cKaKH, UTO He UMTala HH OFHOM 
Tlocue— 

— CKaKe TAK, 4... OOpalljalacb K JO/AM Yepes Ipeccy. 

— to? — pum 3acmMorpesica, KaK YacTO MeHAeTCA ee BLIPAKe- 
Hue JIMA. 


— Hy-ka cTol, — ocTaHOBHacb OHa Ha HezOBepHu. — ToJIbKO 
He [OBOPH MHE, YTO THI TaK H He YHTaII Moe Jello. 

—ATJe 4 eF0 BO3bMY, CBA3H-TO— 

—-JJO 3TOTO ObLIO TpH— 

—-CTavIMHa-TO He IIpeMHHyJla Ob! WofenHTBCA KONMeH, — 
BCTaBH JepeBALIKO. 

— Hepeposruo... Hy Bce, opopMuM 3TO ObuMaIbHO, — TOxy0- 
layla OHa HallapHuKa Ilo Wleuy, — OObABIAI0 TeOd BaeHKOM, 
Ha BCI0 FOJIOBY, OTHBIHE H BO BEKH BeKOB. 

Ova OTKHHY1acb OOpaTHO, MAACh Ha I'‘punia, OyTO BlepBEIe eTO 

Bugena: 

— S-To AyMaila, y Te6st ObIIM IIPHUMHEI MHe He JOBEpsATS, a TEI... 


—Tak, 4 MpaBya He YTAI TBOe TeuI0, H He OYeHE-TO XOUy. 
PaccK@KH MHe TaK, UTO A TaM Haltpy? 

— Hy, ona y nac axTusuct, — J[Mutpo UsanoBny OTKPbUI AUHK 
TlaHyopst. 

— ... HW KaK TBI Bce ycleBaellb? — cnpocu I'pun, Yu W060MBIT- 


She slumped back, looking at Grip as if she saw him for the first 
time: 
“I thought you didn’t trust me for good reasons, and you...” 


“OK, I really didn’t read your file, and I don’t really want to. Just 
tell me what would I find there? Anyway?” 

“Well, she’s an activist,” Dmytro Ivanovich opened the can of 
worms. 

“... how do you manage?” Grip subscribed to rather peculiar Fed 
ideas on what constitutes activism. “Wait, you’re a spy, how can 
you—” 

“Everybody knows who I am since he caught me.” 

“Right, and what are you up to? With that activism?” 

It took seconds of hard thinking for Thalia to cram her life’s work 

into one slogan: 

“Power to the kids.” 

“What?... And... after all the sweets are captured, what’s your 
plan?” 

“I mean, I'll be too old for this, but maybe I can raise the right 
kids...” 

“kids, if you didn’t notice— Right? What do—” 

“Like me. Smart, caring about the future, long-term. Those who’d 
protect the lizards even though nobody asked- even if they'll get 
in trouble for it.” 

“or bomb factories—’ Derevyashko couldn't resist adding fuel to 
the discussion. 

“sure, b— What factories?... Ones producing wrong kids?” 

Grip’s joke didn’t fly. 


HBle NpesCTaBleHHa 06 akTHBH3Me ObIIM IpOLMKTOBAHEl 
O/HOMMeHHEIM ABJIeHHeM B Deyepatuu. — Iorogu, Tb Ke 
IWMMOHKa, Kak THI TOra— 

—C Tex lop, Kak OH MeHA NOMMalI, BCe 3Hal0T, UTO A IIMHOHKa. 

—Tak, a TI y Hac AKTHBUCT 110 KaKOW MHMH? 

HecKobKO TAKEJIBIX CeKYH, NoTpeboBatoch Tamu, 4TOOBI 

YMeCTHTE /[ev10 BCeH 2KH3HH B O/H COraH. 

— BylacTb — JleTAM. 

—Yro?... A... Wocme Toro, Kak BCe KOHOeTHI GyAyT 3aXBa4eHHl, 
TIOTOM 4TO? 

—B cMbIcile, 4, MOKeT, H OYLY CMUIKOM CTapou, HO, MOKeT, 
CMOTY BbIPacTHTb MpaBHJIbHELX /feTel... 

——IleTH, eCiIM THI He 3aMeTHIa— I[paBYIbHbIX? ITO KaK— 

—Kak 4. YMHBIX, 3a60TAIMXcad 0 OyyMeM, ToNTOCcpouHOM. 
Kotopble 3alMTHIM ObI AMepHu, WaKe eciIH HHKTO He 
IpOcHT— laxKe eCJIM HM 3a 3TO BETHT. 

—-3aBO]bI ObI B3PbIBaIH— — He CMOF He MOJMMTb Macila B 
OTOHb JJepeBsnKo. 

—-IIOHATHO, HO— Kakwe elle 3aBoppl?... KoTopbie Jemator 
HelIpaBHJIBHBIX eTeH? 

Illytka [puta He 3alta. 

— YpaHo-060raTHTevIbHBIH, ECM MHe He H3MeHAeT NaMATb, — 
OTBeTHI J[epeBAIIKO, pa3 YK CIPOCHIH. — ITO, B OOMeM-TO, 
MX leno. oka 3TO UX 3aBOJIBI. 

[pul IpepBasicd Ha rtyGOKHH BAOX H BBIOX. Tana cipaTamacb 

3a Tee@OHOM, KaK-TO CTpaHHO BOL MaibljeM 10 sKpaHy. 

—A TO Hacy¥eT TBOerO MepBoro BOMpoca, A AyMalo, ona 


“I think it was a uranium refinery,” Derevyashko felt compelled 
to answer. “I mean, that’s none of my business; as long as it’s 
their refineries...” 

Grip stopped to take a deep breath. Thalia hid behind her phone, 

making weird sliding movements across it. 

“To answer your original question, I think she’s handling both 
jobs just fine. Mind that the life of an open agent is rather 
boring, so—” 

“Boring?!” Grip lashed out. “I’ve been playing soccer on Rosario 
after school, just, what, last Friday? Without a care-” 

“could play some here, actually,” Thalia’s attention clung to the 
tamest part of his outburst. 

“Boring, huh? Not a single refinery bombed, and I’m almost 
eleven.” 

“You got your whole life ahead of you,” Derevyashko suppressed 
a yawn. 


“OK, maybe just one question. How are you a spy, if your dad is a 
defector?” 

“Why is— how are you a spy, if your dad is a dissident?” she 
shrugged at him. “How does that matter?” 

“Hey, he’s not even convicted yet,” Dmytro Ivanovich remarked 
from the depths of spacing out. 

Grip hid his surprise and tensed up, counting months in his head. 

“Oh lemme guess, and now he'll never be,” Thalia mocked him. 
“All hail the best court in the world.” 

“Second to yours, really,” Derevyashko sneered. “What are you 
hoping to find there anyway? We all know they'll find you guilty 


OTIM4HO COBMelaeT. JKH3Hb OTKPBITOrO areHTa TaK-TO 
JOBOJILHO CKy4Has, BOT H— 

—CxyuHasa?! — s3oppayica pum. — 4 elle B ATHY Ha 
Po3apHo MOcHe IKONEI B PYTOON OHA H B YC He— 

—-MOTIM ObI H TYT CbITpaTb, MEKLY IpouuM— — BHAUMaHHe 
TaJIMH 3al[eWJIOCb 3a CaMY1O HEBHHHY10 jeTab B MOHOUIOTe 
puma. 

—-—CKy4Has? A-TO ellje HH OJJHOTO 3aB0/1a He B30PBall, a MHe pKe 
CKOpO OMAHA ATs. 

— Hy, ellfe BCd KH3Hb BlepeyH, — MOfaBH 3eB0K JlepeBalKo. 


—Tak, JlaJjHO, OMHH BOMpOc y MeHA BCe-TaKH ecTb. Kak Tak 
BBIMI0, YO ThI — IMHOH, Kora TBOW Nala — NepeO@KYHK? 

— A Kakoe— A Kak TaK BBbIINI0, UTO Thl — INMHOH, KOTa TBOU 
Talla — JJMccHAeHT? — 6e33y60 NapHpoBana ona. — Kakaa 
Booolfe pasHuta? 

— 3H, eFo elle Jake He Ocy WIM, — 3ameTu JImutpo MBanoBu4 
43 IMYOHH CBOeH Mpoctpalluu. 

[pul cKpbuI cBoe yAMBIeHve H Hallpsarca, cuuTad mpo ceba 

MECAIIBI. 

— [lavire-Ka yragjaw, H Tellepb yoke H He OCYAAT, — H3yeBaslach 
Tamua. — Ja 30paBcTByeT CaMbIi TyUMMH cyy B Mupe. 

— PasBe 4TO Mocue Balllero, — Hacmexasica JlepesamKo. — Bor 
¥er0 TH TaM Konaembcd? Kak OyTO HENOHATHO: 3aXOTAT, TAK 
IIPHToBopsyr. 

— A? A pucyto Boobie. 

Ova I1posJeMOHCTpHpoBasa eMy IKpaH, Ha KOTOPOM KpacoBalics, 

Den 


if they want to.” 
“Me? I'm drawing, actually.” 
She turned the screen towards him, adorned by, uh... 


“What is it? Are these... eyes?” Grip squinted at the picture. 

“Correct!” She was so proud of herself. “I think they'll be on 
stalks.” 

“I don't get it.” 

“How about now?” 

Thalia added spokes to the wheels and threw in three extra lines 

going off-screen. 

‘Tm sorry—” 

“It’s Newt! The real—” 

“ahh! Haha, OK, why not, but why- why the wheels?” 

The screen shook too hard from their laughter to search the 

picture for further clues. 

“Weren’t you worried about him killing all of us? Well, he’s got a 
lot of ground to cover in one night!” 


“What would they do to me?” 

“You? Nothing, I suppose,” Irakli Kosmovich did not dismiss his 
concerns, but didn’t exactly ascribe to them either. “What could 
they do to a kid? That'd be a new low” 

“Can’t be what they wanted me to do. Can’t be that they won’t try 
to punish me.” 

“You will be punished, in a way.” 

“What do you mean?” 


— Yr 9T0? 970... rma3a? — myypwica pun. 

—TIpapunbyo! — ona Oba Toppa coboH. — A pyMaio, oHU 
OyAYT Ha cTeGembKax. 

—... A- A He MOHAN. 

— A eciM Tak? 

Ova JopucoBasa KoMecaM CIMIbI, H AOKMAYa ellje TPH IMHHH, 

YXOMAMIHe aK 3a 9KpaH. 

— Crymai, 43BHHH— 

—Hy Hor xe! Hacrosmui— 

—A-a-a! Xa-xa, oKeH, NoweMy HeT, TOMbKO— TOJIBKO 3a4eM 
Komleca? 

IKpaH CIMIIKOM Tpsaccad OT HX CMeXa, UTOOEI BEIMCKMBaTb TaM 

JOMOJIHUTENBHBIe MOACKa3KH. 

— Hy TI cam 2Ke MepexKHBall, YTO OH Hac BCex MepeyOuBaeT! 
TOKO IpefcTaBb, CKOMbKO eMy IIpHeTCA MponuoM3sTH 3a 
OHY HOU! 


— AUTO OHM Cyelal0T CO MHOH? 

—C To6oH? Hymato, Huyero, — Upaxnuli Kocmosny He paaiie- 
JU ETO HepeXKHBAHUH, HO H He OTMeTasI HX. — UTO OHH MOTYT 
cylenaTb pedeHky? ITO OyfeT KaKoe-TO HOBOE HO. 

— He MoxeT ObITb, UTOOLI 3TO TO, YeTO OHH OT MeHA XOTeNH. He 
MOXKET ObITb, UTOObI MCHA HHKaK He XOTeIM HaKa3aTb. 

— Hy, B KaKOM-TO cMBIcHe TeO HAK@RYT. 

— 3TO B KaKOM? 

— Hy, ckaokeM Tak... THI CeH4ac B OTIHYHOM MOMOKEHHY, YTOOBI 


“Let’s just say... you’re well positioned to make friends with very 
influential people. But only if you were to give them what they 
want to. Or give them something and convince them it’s what 
they always wanted.” 

“So what, what gives?” 

“Right. Education is an obvious one, given your age. And the 
most useful one. Every Fed university would’ve considered it an 
honour to admit you. Who knows, maybe you could even find 
your way into a Fist one.” 

“And if I don’t?” 

“No, it’s not like they'll ban you or anything. They're petty, but 
not that petty. You'll just have to make do by yourself. Same as 
everyone else.” 

“Doesn't sound that bad.” 

“Well, yes and no, chap. Yes and no.” 

“. Would you?... er, miss it? This place.” 

“Rather not, to be honest. I don’t care much where to work from, 
My wife has passed away, all my kids have families of their own, 
so... But one thing I sure won’t miss is this insane gravity.” 


As Grip was heading down the hallway, he heard Stalina’s 
faraway voice, asking quietly, but legibly: 

“Going recruiting, eh?”. 

He froze in his tracks, turned all ears, but couldn’t make a thing 
out of Thalia’s answer: 


CAPWKATBCH C OUCH BIMATEMbHBIMH JUOAbMH. HO TOJIbKO 
eCAM J{allb HM TO, Yero OHH XOTAT. MM Jallb 4TO-TO, U 
yOeTHUIb, YTO STOTO-TO OHH H XOTENIN. 

—YVuTo, 4TO MHe C Toro? 

—V mpazya. O6pa3zopanne, B MepBy0 O4epesib, C YYeTOM TBOETO 
Bospacta. ITO camoe MomesHoe. Jlto6o yHuBepcuTeT Degepa- 
MH COUTET 3a YeCTb IPHHATS TeOs. KTO 3HaeT, MOKET H K 
Ky/laKaM Halley ObI JOPOKKY. 

— A ecu HeT? 

— Het, He B CMBICIe, YTO Cpasy B YepHBIH CIMCOK, HeT. byfellb 
BbiIrpeOaTb cam. Kak u BCE. 

— 3BY4HT He TaK YK H IIOXO. 

— Hy, Xf fa H HeT, Mapes. Ui fa, Hf HeT. 

—... ABbI 6yeTe? Hy, ckyyats? Ilo sToMy MecTy? 

—Cxkopel HeT, momoKa pyky Ha cepyue. C Moe paboTor 
BooOme He TaK BaKHO, Tye cuyeTb. /KeHBI MOeH ye HET, 
y AeTeli BCeX CBOH CeMBH, TaK 4TO... BOT 10 YeMy 4 TOUHO 
CKy4aTb He CTaHY, TaK 9TO 110 Ge3yMHOH rpaBHTalHun. 


[pu men cede 10 KopHyopy, Kora THX0, HO OTUeTIIHBO 
YCIbIMA H3janeKka CTamMuy: 

— Bep6opaTs ujlelth? 

OH 3aMep MH IIpHcrylaicd, HO HHYerO M3 OTBeTa TaHH He 
paccybiias: 


OH MeJVIeHHO pa3BepHYJICd, H CIITA OrpoMHoe oGsleryeHHe, 


Grip then slowly turned back and had relief wash over him when 
all he saw was an empty hallway, and there was no one to justify 
his pantomime to. 


Thalia had to run almost all the way to the dome to retrieve the 
ball after that mighty kick of hers. Grip lowered himself onto the 
sand, gasping for oxygen, drenching in sweat. Outplaying Thalia 
wasn’t fun. He might’ve trained all his life to play in this gravity, 
but not the climate. And not the suits. The very idea of playing 
soccer with just the two of them, on sand, under scorching 
sunlight, was starting to feel rather stupid in hindsight. 


Thalia returned, her enthusiasm faltering as well, so she 
unzipped the hood and looked the same direction. 


“What's up?” 

“Is that another cactus?” 

“What else? Could it be?” 

“Has it always been there?” 

“Uh, yeah? It’s just far— You might’ve never stood on this side o-” 
“—likely. Wanna check it out?” 

“Uh. Whatever.” 


Shortly after they’ve passed the solar panel array. Thalia gave up 
and picked up the ball. Yet the cactus looked only a hair taller 
than before. 


YBHeB JIMIIb NYCTOH KOpHAOp, 6e3 eyMHOrO cBHJeTeA ero 
TlaHTOMHMHBI. 


TamHa CO BceH JypH 3allHyla M14 MOUTH JO caMoro Kyowa u 
Oexalla Tellepb 3a HUM. pHi ONYCTHJICA Ha MeCOK, 3af[bIXascb 
HM yronad B noTy. TlobexgaTb Taio ObWIO yAOBOMbCTBHeEM 
COMHHTeNIBHBIM. MoxkeT OH H TOTOBHJICA BCIO DKM3Hb K HIpe B 
TaKOH IpaBHTallHH, HO TOUHO He B TaKOM KiMMaTe. KocTIOMBI 
He CipaBuAMcb. CaMa Wed MOTOHATh MAY BABOeM, Ha IeckKe, 
TIO] WayAUHM COMHeM Kasaacb Bce Gomee H Oomee AypalKoH. 


TaIMa BepHyacb, Wo{pactepsB 10 Aopore cBoH HacTpou. Ona 
paccTerHyia Kall0W0H H YCTaBHJacb B Ty JKe CTOPOHY. 


— Ue kak? 

— 9TO TO)Ke KaKTYC? 

—A 4TO elle? ITO MOKeT OBIT. 

— OH Bcerya Tam Topyall? 

—93-9, fa? IIpocro wamexo— TsI, HaBepHoe, He ObIM C 3TOH 
CTOPOHBI OT— 

—-ckopee Bcero. Ioujjem MOCMOTpHM? 

— 9x. JlayjHo. 


Bckope Mocwe COMHEYHEIX MaHemel Tad B3aa MAY B PyKH 
KakTYc CTauI BbITAeTb MMW UyTOUKY KpynHee. 


—A foKHa TeGe CKa3aTb OMHY BayKHYyW Belllb. EcnH TBO 


“Thave to tell you one important thing. If your disagreement with 
the Federation reaches critical levels, the Fist would be happy to 
see you. Any embassy, anytime.” 

Grip never saw a single embassy in his life. To think of it, he was 

pretty confident Rosario had none. 

“... don’t get me wrong, you’re unmatched with lizards, but I just 
don’t think you’re cut out for this line of work. I'd be happy to 
see you join our movement though.” 

“This activism thing?...” 

“Yeah, I think you’d fit in...” she trailed off. “I wish Lora was here.” 

“Lora?” 

“You don’t know her; she’s, like, just loves those dilemmas and 
stuff. She’d know what to do in an instant, and then be so... 
ardent about it... And I’m more of an action girl, you know.” 

“Huh. I thought you must be the leader o-” 

“No-no-no, heh. I’m not,” she began to zip up. “There aren’t that 
many of us anyway.” 


“At last,” she exhaled when they finally reached the cactus. 

Grip fumbled with his hood, so he missed this remark of hers. 

“Do you think it’d be taller than ours,” she continued, “ifit weren’t 
chewed up so mer—” 

“Quiet!” 

While tugging on the zip, Grip turned his head an odd angle and 

noticed some sand movement to the side. He stopped to examine 

it intently, and the sand dweller lost the staring contest to dig 


pasHormacua c WeyepalMelt fOCTHTHYT KpuTMYeCKOrO 
yposua, KynaK 6yqeT pay Te6a BupeTE. B 11060M MOCOMECTBE, 
B 1060e BpeMa. 

[pull HHKOT Aa B KH3HH He BUEN HH OHOTO MOcoMECTBa. A, Ip 

HEKOTOPOM pa3MBIIIeHHH, TaK HM BOBCe OBI yBepeH, YTO Ha 

PosapHo HX IIpocTo He BOJMIIOCE. 

— ... IOHMM MeHA I1paBHIbHO, C AepuyaMu TeGe paBHbIX HET, 
HO B OCTaJIbHOM 3Ta IpodeccusA, HY, He Jia TeOs. BOT B HallleM 
TBWKeHHH A Oba ObI pajla TeOa BUTS. 

— ITOT Balll AKTHBH3M?... 

— Ja, 4 AyMat0, TbI ObI BHHCaTICA... — 3aflyMamlacb oHa. — Bot 
6nI Jlopy cioffa. 

—Jlopy? 

—TbI ee He 3Haelllb; OHa, HY, OOOKaeT AMIeEMMBI H BCE 
Takoe. OHa ObI cpa3y 3Hayla YTO J[elaTb, a NOTOM ObI TAK... 
yOe@KeHHO 3TO OTCTaMBasa... Ad cKopee JlewaTb ropasya, HY, 
TbI 3HaellIb. 

— Ja? As Dymaty, Th Tam Hyep— 

— He-ne-ue, xe. { He 1Mfep, — oHa CTayla 3acTeruBaTEca.— Hac, 
BoOOLe, He TaK YK H MHOTO. 


— Hy HakoHell-To, — BBIJJOXHya OHa Y CaMOFO KakTYCA. 

[pull BOSHJICH C KalIOMIOHOM H Bce Npocmymay. 

— Kak jlyMaelllb, OH ObLI ObI BEIMe Hallero, He Oyfb OH TaK 
JKECTOKO OOTIO— 

—Tuxo! 


itself even deeper. 

“They're watching us. We should—” 

“about to leave anyway.” 

They turned back with exaggerated smoothness and began 
retracing their steps. 


“So, you're worried about the court?” 

“Co— A tribunal, you mean. I'll be tried separately.” 

“Yes, the trial.” 

“Derevyashko’s right,” she admitted reluctantly. “It’s entirely up 
to them. But I can’t imagine just... uh... And you?” 

“Not really,” Grip shrugged. 

“Good. Good.” 


“Got a minute?” 

“Sure, sure.” 

Grip decided it must be extremely important if Irakli Kosmovich 
stopped him in a hallway like this. 

“So, I’ve looked up the oath, and it explicitly states—” 

“The what?” 

“The military oath. The pledge you gave to defend the Federation 
from— gimme a second.” 

Grip decided against telling him he was never under any oath to 
begin with. 

“So, here, ‘solemnly swear, la-la-la... and faithfully defend the 


Bows c 3acTexKKOH, Tpun KpHBO MOBepHyA TomoBy BOOK U 
3aMeTHJI B IecKe WeBeleHHe. Tellepb OH Hrpal B IuAyeKH 
C M€CKOM, H ero OOMTaTeb Mpourpall, 3aKONaBIIcb elle 
normyOxe. 

— 3a Hamu cneaaT. YxoquM— 

— Kak pa3 COOMpamHch YXOAMTB. 

C lpeyBeM4eHHOH WWaBHOCTbIO OHH pa3BepHYIMCb UH TOMI 
OOpaTHO, Ciey B cies. 


—Tlepexnpaellb 43-3a cya? 

— Cy-— Tpu6ynana, B cmpicne? Mena 6yfyT CyqUTb OTAeIbHO. 

— Hy ja. Cyqe6uoro mporecca. 

—IIpap TBou Jepepaliko, — HeOxOTHO Ipv3Hasia Oa. — Bee B 
MX pyKax. Ho 4 He Mpe\cTaByA10, KaK... 9X... A THI? 

— He 0c060, — noxkam meyamu I'pun. 

— Xopomo. 3TO xopomo. 


— EcTb MHHYTKa? 

— KonHeuHO, KOHEUHO. 

T pu pelHi, 4TO 3TO OYeHb BarkKHO, ecmH Mpakmi KocmoBu4 

BOT TaK BOT OCTAHOBHII ero B KopHpope. 

— A TyT Hepeyntan Npucary, H TaM IpAMo cKasaHo— 

— to? 

—Hy kak Ke, BOeHHY!0 Ipucary. TBO KIATBY 3al\MMaTb 
@eyepalivwo OT— Jali MHe CeKyHAy. 


Federation from any threat, external or otherwise’. Meaning 
you could own it up and stick to the ’oh, that thing that killed 
me? No, sorry, left it back there. I can’t let it roam the brains of 
the peaceful Fe” 

“Right, right,” Grip nodded vigorously. “Makes sense.” 

“lost my life to learn it poses a threat to humanity, oh, and Iwas 
then told it’s as deadly for all of us, as—” 

“so that’s why I’ve done all I could to prevent it from spreading 
to other planets from this disastrous...” 

“Precisely. All ‘without ill will’. I’m not a lawyer, but, just a 
thought.” 

“That’s interesting, that could come handy. I'll keep that in mind. 
Anything else— Thank you then, thank you! Sorry, I’m in a dire 
need of a shower right now.” 


‘T’ve gathered y'all here today—” Derevyashko began loudly. 

“whoa, whoa,” Maria assumed a comfier position. “Calm down. 
Who do you think you are?” 

“Look, I’ve got nothing to do and no skin in the game. I hope 
you’ve now processed the events of yesterday, you’ve calmed 
down, and we could finally make a decision. First, I would like 
all of you to tell what you think about the situation. One by one. 
Lisa.” 


‘I, uh,” Lisa was as prepared to give speeches as everyone else 
in the room. “Look, I... 1 know I’ve been a mess recently, and 
none of it actually made any sense, but, weirdly enough, now 


[pum He cTayl paccKa3bIBaTb, YTO HHUKOMY He MIpHcsTall H He 

KIIAICA. 

— BOT, 3/eCb, «TOPKECTBEHHO KIIAHYCh, AMAIA... HU IpeqaHHo 
3allumaTb Weepalwio oT MOObIX yrpo3, BHeMIHHX U 
Tpouwnx». To ecTb, MOKHO IpH3HaTECA, a IOTOM THYTb, MON 
«a, 9Ta ITyKa, KOTOpad MeHa yOusla? Het, H3BMHHTe, He 
3aXBaTMJI. TaM octamacb. Jja M He MOF XKe A MO3BONMTb ei 
pasryMBaTb 110 MO3TaM HH B 4eM He NOBMHHBIX JKUTEeNeH 
MeyeparHu—» 

— Hy fa, ny a, — 9Heprwuno KuBal pun. — Pa3yMuHo. 

——H3Hb TOOK, Ha CBOeH WKype y3Hall, KaK OHa O1lacHa— 
aX Jla, MH€ IOTOM CKa3aJIv, UTO OHA JIA OCTAMIbHBIX TAK JKe 
cMepTeJIbHa, KaK— 

—-—H eCTeCTBeHHO A Cielal BCe, UTO B MOMX CHaX, YTOOLI 
cOepedb OCTAILHBIe IlaHeTHI OT TAKOM HallacTH... 

—Vimeuuo. V1 Bce «6e3 3ioro yMbICIa». 1 HH pasy He 1OpHCT, TaK, 
IpOcTo MBICIIHINKAa. 

—MVutepecuo! MoxeT mpHroyutTsced. ITO A 3al0MHI0. UTO-To 
emje— Cracu6o Torga, cnacn6o! U3Buuute, Mue celyac B AYU 
Hajl0, MpOcTo mosapes. 


—A cobpan eac ecex 30ecb ceeodHA— — IPOMKO Haval 
JlepeBALIKo. 

—-éoy, 6oy, — Mapua pasBaunach noyqobHee. — ITonecue, 
Mbl UMNO MAM O Cebe BOZ30MHUN? 

— Crywat, y MeHA NPOCMO HU CMABOK 6 IMOU Uepe, HU 3aHAMUL 


when I’ve met Dima... it kinda snapped into place. I stayed here 
for a reason, and found my purpose- to help Maria —so complet- 
ing this is... what I’m gonna do? And the other me could finally 
return, finish my studies, I hope, live a real life. And ifI need to 
split to reconnect— to become whole again...” 
She rambled on and on, and Grip tried to find consolence in that 
the others were just as uncomfortable as he was. He then remem- 
bered what does it remind him of: that time when Mitya pulled 
Farida’s braids so hard she burst into tears, and Violetta Petrovna 
made him explain to the class why did he think that was a good 
idea. Watching him squirm and mumble something incoherent 
was basically collective punishment in itself, leaving them all to 
wonder what did they do wrong for them to endure it. 
“... and I don’t see how it’s less important than I am, so yes. I 
agree,” she finished her speech without ever specifying what 
does she agree with. 


“Thank you,” was everything “Dima’ could muster. 
They’ve processed it for a while in silence, making it her turn to 
squirm and blush. 


“Alright, who’s next?” Irakli Kosmovich broke the silence. 

“Sure, go ahead,” Dmytro Ivanovich came back to his senses and 
turned towards him. 

‘Tll be brief... Grip is right. And we also cannot leave the lizards 
like this. Do what you must, but I don’t want that on my 
conscience. Let me leave first. And then raise a generation of 
kids who’d make me even more proud than the two of you. 


nouxmepecnee. Tak, A Hadelce, Bbl Bce ye nepesapUNU 
cobbimUuA NpOWNOI HOU, NONHOCMbIO OCMBUIL, U menepd 
HaKOHeU-Mo npuMeme pewexue. J[na HAYANA A XOUy, UMOObI 
KaxcOblil BbICKA3AN, 4MO OK NO noeody Imoti cumyayuU 
dymaem. ITo oduomy. JTusa. 


—4, 9, — JIv3a Oba Tak 2Ke TOTOBa TOMKHYTb peub, Kak 
Bce pyre IpHcyTcTByiujne, — Cuompume, 2... 1 3Har0, 
4mo nocnedHee BpeMA COBCEM PACKNEUAAC, UB IMOM BCeM 
u npasgda He Obl0 HUKAKOZ2O CMbICNA, HO, KAK Obl 9MO HU 
CMpaHHO nposeyyano, Menep, Ko2da A ecmpemuna JTuMy... 
ece KaK-mo ecmano no mMecmam. 4 mym Obuia He npocmo 
mak, HO menepb y MeHA ecMb NpedHasHaYeHUe— NOMOU 
Mapuu —mak mo 3aKoHYumb 3MO... YMO MHe elye Genamb? 
A Opyeaa A CMOMCEM BEPHYMbCA, HAKOHEU, GOyYUYyCb, MOICeM, 
Hacmostyell xcusHbIo 3axcuBy. H ecnu MHe, MOOI Cmamb 
yenot, Hado pasdsoumbCcaz... 

Ee Bce HecilO MH Hecio, a pH MCKall yTeleHHA B TOM, 4TO 

ceiuac BCel KOMHaTe IIPHXOJMIOCb HeerKO. TYT OH BCIOMHUI, 

YTO 3TO eEMY BCe TaK HaNOMHHAaIO: TOT pa3, Korya Muta Tak 

TepHyl DapHply 3a KOCHYKM, YTO OHa pa3speBesach, a BuoueTTa 

TleTpopHa 3acTaBHila eTO OOBACHATECA Tepes, BCEM KJACCOM. 

BoT OH Tora TOKe MAJICA HM Ile YTO-TO Hecypa3Hoe, a OHH 

Bce CHeIH UM Lajas: UX-TO 3a 4TO, OHH-TO BCe 4eM TaK 

IIPOBHHUIMC, UTOOKI ITO CHYWMATh? 

—... UA He BUH, NOUeMY Obl IMO ObLIIO MeHEe BAICHO, YeM A, 
mak umo Oa. A coenacHa, — 3aKOHYHIIa OHA CBO1 peub, Tak 
He OODACHHB, C YEM TaM OHa COracHa. 


That’s it.” 
“We'll see. Maria?” 


“Grip is wrong, like, fundamentally. You all just don’t get it. 
Newt’s scan is not a magic wand of mind control. It might be 
the key to what you'd call sentience itself. For science, it’s a 
treasure trove of everything, good and bad if you’re stuck with 
such a simplistic world-view, but nature, nature knows no good 
or bad. They live in lizards, yet none of you condemns that 
somehow? I bet you’d be appalled by mind-controlling humans, 
elephants or growlicks, but you draw the line at lizards? Your 
shaky moral-— This just isn’t how it works. You don’t get to pick— 
you don’t get to ban knowledge itself. You don’t get to stop the 
march of progress. And delaying it is pointless as well. Make 
controlling people a crime if you can, but keep your hands 
away from studying it. And even if your crazy plan worked, 
all you’d accomplish was sabotaging zoology, neurochemistry. 
Everything.” 

“And somebody,” Lisa interjected quietly. “Somebody out there 
will die because of something we didn’t learn today?” 

“Well put. Thank you. I’d just stress this isn’t a narrow setback. 
It would impact the entire humanity.” 

“Alright, I think you’ve made your point. Stalina?” 


“Grip is wrong,” the door frame dweller made several steps 
towards the group. “But not because the march of progress or 
mysterious ways of science — it’s just not up for him to decide, 
simple as that.” 


— Cnacu6o, — Bce, 4TO CMOF BbIaBHT H3 ceOs «][MMa». 
Bce cHJelH H MepeBapHBasH YCuIbIMAaHHOe, OT YeTO ep3aTb HU 
KpacHeTb CTavia Ke cama JIn3a. 


—Tak, naduo, Kmo cnedywwyuil? — HapylM Mom4aHve 
Upaxnuit Kocmosn4. 

— Jlaeaiime, eneped, — ounyyics H pasBepHysca K Hemy JIMUTpo 
YpaHoBiy. 

— 4 6ydy Kpamok... [pun npas. Ho u awepuy mak ocmasnamb 
mouxce Henb3A. Bol denatime, uMo OONIKHbI, HO MOMbKO A 2pex 
Ha Oyuty 6pame He 6ydy. JJaiime mue yiimu cnayana. A nomom 
eblpacmume makoe noKoneHue demell, UMOObI A 3A HUX Ob 
20p0 elue CIbHee, YeM 3A IMUX OBoUX. Bee. 

—TIIocmompum. Mapua? 


— Henpae saw pun, npam, gyHdamexmanexo. Bol ece npocmo 
He epy6aemecr. CKak Hbioma — 9mo He Kakas-mo eonue6- 
HaA nanouKa, UMobbl pasyMom ynpaelamb. OX mMorzcem 
OKA3AMbCA KIUOUOM K MOMy, UMO 6bI Hasbleaeme Pa3syMHO- 
cmbio. JA HayKU IMO NPOCMO CcoKposUulHUUA BCezo U Cpasy, 
XOPOWeZO U NNOXO2O, ECU Bbl 3ACMpANU HA Mot cmaduu, 2de 
ce 6 MUupe OenumcA Ha Xopowlee U nNOXoe. A 6 HayKe HEM HU 
XOpOWe2O, HU NNOXO2O. OHU IKUBYM 6 ALWEPUYAX, U HUYEZO, Bbl 
ux He ocyxcdaeme. CnopuM, NOCeNUCb OHU B HOORX, CNOHAX 
UU 2POYAUKAX, Bb Obl BOEM BLL, HO AUEPULbL NOYEMy-Mo 3a 
yepmoil. Bawu wamkue MopaneHvle— Kopoue, He pabomaem 
g9mo mak. Henb3a eoloupamb— Hene3a 3anpewamb camo 
3HaHue. Mapu npoepecca He ocmanoeumb, U 3adepxcueamb 


“And who do you think gets to decide?” Thalia erupted. “DFA, 
DoX? KGB? A joint ethics committee?” 

“Please await your turn,” Derevyashko insisted quietly. 

“Excellent question. I don’t know,” Stalina stated, unfazed. “But 
I know it’s not you. Not him. Not me. So, what we must do now 
is to turn on the comms and let the right people handle it. If it is 
a job for an ethics committee, they should sit down and decide. 
Listen, I’m not going to stop you. I can even volunteer to be the 
last one. But I need you to know you’re making a huge mistake.” 

“Loud and clear. Are you done? Thalia.” 

“And you know what their decision will be!” 

‘Ihave my suspicions, yes,” Stalina smirked. 

“The nerve...” Thalia shook her head. “OK, you know my stance. 
Grip’s right. Let’s do it.” 

‘Uh, alright. Grip.” 


“Ahem. So, first of all. Those agreeing with me, those disagreeing 
with me. Could you first kindly— articulate it, is that a word in 
English?” 

“It sure is,” Irakli Kosmovich nodded. “And that’s likely my fault, 
overdoing the brevity. What I meant by agreeing with you, was 
not letting the scan leave this planet.” 

“Same,” Thalia chimed in. 

“Second, it’s not my plan. It’s not even a plan if it doesn’t have 
steps. What are those steps? What are we discussing?” 

“Not like we have many options,” Lisa nodded. “We send 
ourselves back, but leave copies— originals... behind. With the 
comms shut down, they scan Newt. Save the lizards. What do 


€20 CMON Ke OeccmbicneHHO. Kpumunanusytime ynpaenenue 
JUOObMU, ecnu XoOMUMe, HO PyKU NpOYb OM, CoOcMBeHKO, 
usy4eHus. H dase ecru eau GezyMHbiti NAH Cpabomae%Mm, éce, 
4ee0 Bbl docmueHemMe, IMO CabomaHC. 3oonoeUU, HelipoXUMUU. 
Bcezo. 

— HY kmo-mo, — Tuxo Biesna JIu3a, — Kmo-mo 2de-mo ympem 
U3-30 MOO, UMO Mbl Ce20OHA He V3HAMU? 

— Xopowo cxazana. Cnacu6o. A monbKo noduepkHy, 4Mo 3Mo He 
y3kKull wae Ha3ad. OH Obem no ecemy YenoBexecmney. 

— JIaduo, 1 Oymai, Mbi OoHecra Mbicib. Cmanuna? 


—TIpun uenpae, — 3allaraila K HUM OOUTATeNIBHHIA [BepHEIX 
mpoemos. — Ho He nomomy, umo Mapu Npoepecca u HeUucno- 
eedumble nymUu HayKU — npocmo He emy pewwame, BOM U éCe. 

—A komy moeda pewamb? — B30pBanacb Tanna. — Jurdgri? 
J{uOy3xc? Kal'9b9? Ceodvomy Komumemy no smuke? 

— Towcanyticma, doxcducb ceoett ouepedu, — THXO HacTavBall 
HepeBaliko. 

—Omauuneiti gonpoc. 1 He 3Hato, — HeBO3MYTHMO 3aqBHIa 
CramMHa. — 3Ha10 monbKoO, mo He mebe. He emy. H He 
Mue. Iloamomy @ce, UMO HAM HYHHO ceiuac cOenamb, 3mo 
BKIIOUUM CBA3b U CAMb paz0bpambcA C IMUM HYIHCHbLM 
Tuodam. Ecnu Ona 3mozo HyeH KOMUMEeM No IMUKe, NycMb 
oHU cAdyM U pewam. Cnywail, He Oydy Bac ocmaHaenueamb. 
A dake 2omosa Obimb nocredHelt. Ho ebl OoNIKHbI 3HAMb, 
YMO Bbl COBepULaeMe 2U2MHMCKYIO OULUOKY. 

— Criuum omanuuno. Tol ece? Tanua. 

— H el 3Haeme, umo onUu Hapewa‘nm! 


— Ecmb y MeHA nodospeHusA, — YXMBIIBHY ach CTayHHa. 

— Bom é6edb Ha2tas— — 3aMoTaJla ToNOBOK Tamua. — Tak, 6bl 
Mol nosuyuro 3Haeme. Ipun npae. Cdenaem amo. 

— 9, naduo. pun. 


— Kx. Tak, cHauana 6om umo. Bol 6ce, Komopble co MHOU coena- 
waemecb, Komopble He Coenawaemecr. Boi Obl He Ob ONA 
HaUANA MAK I06e3HbI- APMUKYyUPOBAMe, ECMb MaKoe C1060 
6 aHenuticKOM? 

— Kak xe, ecmb, — KuBHy Upaxnui Kocmosny. — Jfyman, 
3mo 6Cce A BUKOBAM, NepeeHyl A C KpamKocmbw. A, coenawa- 
AC C MOGOU, UMeN B BUOY, UMO CKAHAM Henb3A NoKUCAMb 
nianemy. 

— moce, — Byle3nia Taya. 

— Bo-emopbtx, 3Mo He Mol NNAH. IMo He NaH Cane, ECIU 6 HEM 
Hem utaeos. Ilazu-mo Kakue? O 4em Mbl Boobwe? 

— He mo, umo6vl y Hac mxHoeo onyuil, — KuBuyna JIu3a. — 
Omnpaensemca o6pamHo, HO ocmaenaem KonuUu— opueu- 
HaJbl... mym. bes cea3zu, oHU cKaHupyrom Hbioma. Cnacaiom 
suyepuu. Ymo mvi— Ymo mb Ham nozeonuiub cdenamb 
uHaue? 

— Bam xe xpaeumca uacmb c camoybuiicmeom. Mo3tHo 3mo 
codenamb 6e3 He2o? 

— Kak? 

— 4 He 3Hal0, A Npocmo— donycmuM, OMNpasuMb Hac Ha3ad, HO 
cmapble CKaHbl. 

— YH? — dkuma@x He BpyOMNIca B ero IaH. 

—A 30ecb Mbi npocmo 6ydem 3cuMb OaNblue, NOKA He yMpem. 


you— what would you let us do differently?” 

“You don’t like the suicide part. Can it be done without suicide?” 

“How?” 

“I don’t know, I’m just— say, send ourselves back, but it’s our old 
scans.” 

“And?” the crew struggled to comprehend his idea. 

“And here we just live, until we die, so, no suicide.” 

“Please, just kill me right away,” Maria exhaled. 

“Our inevitable insanity aside”, Irakli Kosmovich shook his head, 
‘Tm in awe at the deviousness of sending back the scans they 
already have.” 

“Yeah, that’d be a top-notch twist,” Derevyashko nodded. “For a 
mystery psychodrama. ‘Who killed Grip?’ — ‘What?? — ‘Why 
did you close the planet?’ — ‘We did what???’ I can almost see 
the headlines: ‘Mystery of the abandoned planet’.” 

“Tizard planet’,” Thalia corrected. 


“And you?” Maria addressed Dmytro. “Where’s your monologue?” 

‘Tm nobody. I’m not even here,” he made silly passes with his 
hands. 

“Stop it. You’re clearly dissociate, and stupid jokes are not the 
help you need right now,” she pursed her lips. 


“OK, if you don’t want a better plan, we can do the one we have,” 
Grip leaned back, disappointed and offended. “I’m OK with 
changes. We just must not scan until we close the planet.” 

‘Tm terribly sorry, but how does one ‘close a planet’?” Lisa made 
a circular gesture. 


3amo 6e3 camoybuticmea. 

— 3acmpenume Mena Kmo-HUbyd’ npamo ceiluac, — BBIJOX- 
Hya Mapua. 

—Ecau 3akpbimb enasa Ha Hae HemuHyemoe nNomelwwamenb- 
cmeo, — loxkayai ronopo Upaxnui Kocmosuy, — # ece 
elye Nod eneyammeHuem om ObABONbCKOL Udeu OMNPABUMd 
Ha3Q0 CKQHbl, KoMOpbie y HUX U MAK Obuiu. 

— Ta, ommenuolit Ovi Obi X00, — KuBan JlepesamKo. — J]na 
ncuxomucmepuu. «Kmo youn puna?» — «Yeeo??» — «3a4em 
bl 3AKPbLAU NAaHemy?» — «Ymo Mol cdenanu???». A NpAM 
BUMCY 320NOGKU: «Tatina NOKUKyMol NaHemMbL». 

—TITnanembl sAlwepos, — lompaBynia Taya. 


—A mbl? — cipocuiia y [Mutpo Mapus. — Ide pers? 

—A nuxmo. Meun mym seoobwwe Hem, — emai on [ypalykve 
Taccbl pyKaMu. 

—Tbl amu duccoyuamcKue wymku 6pocr. Tebe nomoulb 
Hy2CHa, — OHa MoypKasia ryOBl. 


— Bol ecau He Xomume NaH nolyuwe, Mbl MoxCeM NO IMOMY 
nolimu, — OTKMHYJICA Ha CIIMHKy JuBaHa I'pun, pasqpaxKxen- 
HBIH H OOWKEHHBIM. — A He nDOMUB UMO-Mo MeHAMD. TOMbKO 
He CKQHUpYyeM, NOKA He 3aKPbllU MLAHeMy. 

—A QUKO U3BUHAIOCb, A KAK MOHCHO 3AKPblMb MaHemy? — 
Cflenasia KpyroBoe ABWKeHHe pyKaMuy JIv3a. 

— OHU 6 PYCCKOM UX «omKpbIeaiom», MAK UMO OH UME 6 BUOY 
«pa3z06Hapyxcumb», — 6OHKO OObACHHIa Tama. 

—Henv3a 63amb umo-mo u pa3sobvapyxcumb, — IpocroHasa 


“They ‘open’ them in Russian, so, ‘undiscover’ is what he meant,” 
Thalia was quick to explain. 

“One cannot undiscover anything,” Maria groaned. “They know 
where it is. They'll be here again in fifteen years.” 

“Then we'll have fifteen years to figure it out,” Thalia insisted. 

“Yes. What she said,” Grip nodded. “We’re not ready.” 


“Close the planet,” Irakli Kosmovich chuckled. “Farah’s gonna eat 
you alive.” 

“Our Farah?” Dmytro Ivanovich gawked at him. “Nah, she’ll 
come up wi—” 

‘No, their Farah,” Thalia ‘clarified’. “A linguist. You know what I 
don’t hear?” 

“OK, I'll bite,” Derevyashko leaned towards her. “What is it that 
you don’t hear?” 

“Objections! Na-na-na-na-na—” she raised her palms towards 
Maria and Stalina. “I heard you. Progress. Mandates. Huge 
mistake. I can live with that. But then you say you'll do it! 
That’s— all I’m asking for!” 


“And you?” Maria played what she thought was an ace up her 
sleeve. 

“Me? What about me?” Grip squirmed. 

“Will you kill yourself for this plan of yours?” 

“Yes,” Grip answered without a thought in the world and then 
frowned a little. 

Something was off about the word that just rolled off his tongue. 

Back in a dark corner of his mind, an everlasting imprint of a 


Mapua. — Oxu 3Haiom, 2de oxa. JIem uepe3 namHaduamb 
OHU OyOymM 30€Cb CHOBA. 

—Toeda y Hac namHadyame nem, umo6bl pasobpambca, — 
HacTaBasa Taya. 

— Ja. Bce Kak ona cKasana, — KuBuyn Tpun.— Mel ne eomoeel. 


— 3akpoimb nnakemy, — XuxuKHy Upaxnui Kocmosuy. — 
apa meba Hcusbem concpeM. 

— Hawa ®apa? — Bbulynwica Ha Hero J[MuTpo MBanopyy. — 
Bol umo, OHA UMO-HUbyOb— 


—Hem, ux ®apa, — «oObacnuna» Tama. — JTuneeucm. 
3Haeme, Ye20 A He CIbIWULy? 
—Hy daeaii a nosedycb, — HakIOHHJICd B ee CTOPOHY 


Hepesaitko. — Yeeo mol He CiblluUUb ? 

— Bospancenutt! Tux-mux-mux— — Tlo{Haa OHa 110 WajOHH B 
cTopoxy Mapuu u B cTopony CTanHHBI. — 1 eac ycrbuuana. 
TIpoepecc. Tonnomouwua. Tueanmckaa owu6Ka. Imo A 
nepexcuey. A nomom ébl 2ogopume, umo cdenaeme amo! 
IMo- IMO Ie BCe, O YeM ANpowy! 


—A mol? — pa3birpala Mapua To, To CUHTasIa CBOHM TY30M B 
pykase. 

—A?A umo a? — 3aep3an I'pun. 

— Ymo, y6veulb ce6An padu amozo eaweeo nnaHKa? 

— Ta, — c rOTOBHOCTHIO OTBETHII OH, H TYT Ke ClerKa HaxMy- 
paca. 

UTOo-To ObVIO He TO C ITHM CHOBOM, CTOMb JeTKO COpBaBlleMca 

c ero ry6. OTKyfa-TO H3 TITyOUH MO/{cosHAaHUA HeEOMOOpUTeNbHO 


different Maria — Maria Stepanovna — shook her head in disap- 
proval. 
“Yes, I will,” he corrected himself to not omit the auxiliary. 


“Why are you here?” the kids barged into Maria’s room. 

She paused some old show on her phone and gave them a tired 

look. 

“What do you want from me? I’m taking a day off.” 

“Shouldn’t you rather be in the lab?” 

“What for? Would you let me scan him?” 

“No—” 

“but shouldn’t you be preparing—” 

“How?” 

“Do you wanna come with us and see him leave the body?” Grip 
played his strongest card, and that left Maria hesitate for a 
second. 

“Nah.” 

“Really?!” 

“What would you want me to see without a scanner? The outer 
colour?” 

“What if it’s transparent?” 

“‘Ineed a good look at its brains. Call me when you're done tying 
my hands.” 


‘Right. Another thing then. Can you print me freeze, but for the 
other lizard?” Grip asked. 
“OK? That I can print without getting up,” she made a quick series 


Ka¥all rOOBON Hev3TNaqHMbI oOpa3 Apyro MapHu — Mapuu 

CrellaHOBHBI. 

— Ja, y6b10, — coo6pa3Hi OH, YTO H KpaTKasd dopMa OTBeTa 
TOKe TpebyerT raroma. 


— Tlouemy 6bi 30ecb? — BOpBaNHCb J[eTH B KOMHaTy Mapun. 

OHa locTaBwia Ha Way3y KaKOe-TO cTapoe Woy, KOTOpoe 

CMOTpella C Tee@oua, H YCTa/IO BO33pH1aCcb Ha HX: 

— Ymo eam om mens nado? A Gepy Bbixodxol. 

— Te6e He Hado pa3ee 6vimb 6 Nabopamopuu? 

— Ymo6vi umo? Bol umo, dadume mue e20 cKaHUposamb? 

— Hem- 

——pa36e 6AM He Hado 2omoeumeca— 

— Kak? 

— Totidemme c Hamu cmompemb, Kak oH BbINoN3aem? — 3allleN 
T'pum c Ko3bIpeii, H Mapua Ha ceKyHy 3akomeGamace. 

— He. 

— Cepbe3Ho? 

— Ymo 2 mam yeusy 6e3 cKanepa? Kakozo ueema ou CHapyxcu? 

— Hy a edpye on npospaunblil? 

— Mue mos3e e20 Hado Xopowo paccmompemb, a He amo... I10360- 
Hume, Ko20a nepecmaneme cmasumMb NANKU 6 KONECA. 


— Jladuo. To2da om umo. Mosceme Hanevamamb mue gipu3, HO 
dna moii, Opyeot Auepuyl? — nonpocun T'pun. 

—Jladno? JIA 3mozo ecmagamb He Hado, — HEeCKOJIbKO 
OBICTPEIX HaKATHH CIYCTA, OHa BepHyla Ha IKpaH Woy. 


of taps and brought the show back. 

“Thank you very much! And now, while it’s printing, could you 
just answer some questions?” 

‘Fi-ine, but keep it quick. What do you want to know?” 

“The biggest problem is how to freeze the brain—” 

‘No, the biggest problem is kickstarting it back.” 

“Wha- Can you explain it, but super simple?” 

“Sure,” she sighed. “Cause all of that is simple... We don’t know 
how to restart any brain.” 

“But, but...” Thalia uttered. “What about us? We—” 

“We know human brain does start up and looks mostly fine. But 
don’t get an idea that’s because we shut it down cleanly and 
know the secret initialization sequence. In fact, we’re confident 
there is none. We know we don’t shut it down right, it just 
happens to work almost every time, so we're doing it anyway.” 

“Almost.” 

“That’s why you shouldn’t save or hop often. It’s like you take a 
hit to your entire brain at once, you just don’t get to remember 
how-” 

“Can’t be...” Thalia refused to believe her. “We hop all the time. 
And we're all fine.” 

“and it’s kinda fine, but I can’t just assume it’d work for Newt.” 

‘J... see,” Grip kept Thalia away from the conversation. “And all 
the other animals, do their brains start fine?” 

“Copied as is, they manifest symptoms of distress— for humans 
we know how to make it go smoother —otherwise... hard to tell. 
When everything’s done right, they do function, and they do get 


— Bom cnacu6o! Ewe HeckoneKo gonpocos, noKa newamaemca— 
— JIaduo, moneKo KopomKux. Ymo moi Xomen y3Hamb? 
—TInaenaa npobnema — Kak 3amMopo3umb Mo3e— 

— Inaevaa npo6nema — kak eeo o6pamuo 3aeecmu. 

— Ye— Moco Kax-Hu6ydb npocmo o66AcHUMb? 

— Koneuno, — B30xuyyla OHa. — Imo Je MaK npocmo. Mot He 
3HAeM, KAK nepezanycKaMb Mose. 

— Ho, Ho... — 6opmotana Tamusa. — A Kak 9 Mbl? Moi— 

— Mbt 3Haem, umo YeNOBeYeCKUll MO32 3aNyCKaemMcaA, U Bbl2mA- 
dum HOpMaNbHO. TonbKO 6bl He nodymalime, YMO Mol 3HaeM, 
KAK €20 NDABUIbHO BbIKOUUMb, A NOMOM Mam ceKpemHAaA 
nocnedogamenbHocmd 3sanycKa. Ha camoM dene, Mbl yeepeHl, 
umo ee Hem. H ebikmi0udem Mol Henpasiwieno. IIpocmo mak 
gezem, UMO NOUMU KAHCOdI paz cpabambieaem, MAK UMO MoI 
6Ce pagHo 3mo denaem. 

—TToumu. 

—Hy da. Iloamomy He cmoum 4acmo coxpaHaAmbcaA WI 
cKaKamb. JMO KaK ecnu mebe yOapumb no ecemy mosey 
pa30m, NpOCMo Mbl NOMOM He NOMHUULb— 

— He moxcem Ovimb... — OTKa3bIBallacb NOBepuTb Taua. — 
Mbl nocmosHHo CKaYeM, U HUYEZO... 

—-u dare, 6 OOWeEM, HOPMANbH_IMU, HO HUKAKUX 2apaxmuil, 
umo cpabomaem ona Hbioma. 

—4... noua, — pull oTTecHan Tami OT pasroBopa. — A ece 
OCMAJbHbIE HCUBOMHDIE, UX MO32U HOPMANbHO Cmapmyrom? 

— Ckonuposannple KaK ecMb, OHU éblKa3bIeaIOM NPUZHAKU 
mpesoeu— OA T0dell Mbl 3HAeM, KAK 9MO 6Ce CenaduMb —-8 


to keep at least some memory. We don’t know. We can’t just ask 
them if they remember everything. Or people, for that matter...” 
“Thank you very much. It’s been— Now I see why you—” 
“Yes, yes. Could you please leave me alone now?” 


“You again?” 

“What would happen if it— a lizard falls from... this high?” 
“What do you think will happen? It will get hurt!” 

“Ugh!” Grip was disappointed, but resolved. “OK...” 


“Hold it tigh— ugh! Iwill never hit the vein if you keep doing this!” 


Grip dashed into the room and pressed the hand holding the 
shocked, still squirming lizard against the cage. 

“Watch this!” 

He had Newt’s undivided attention indeed. Grip then raised his 
arm and dropped the lizard onto the bed with a quiet thump. 
Once it stopped moving, he grabbed it again and demonstrated 
its twisted immobilized body to both Newt and wide-eyed Thalia. 
Newt instinctively ducked and made a step back with a slight 
turn. 

“See? That's what gonna happen if you fall!” 

Grip put the lizard back to its jar. 

“Dude...” Thalia shook her head in awe. 

“(go| [down’] [be-danger] 

|[you] [go-?] {down’]” Grip scribbled on the paper and pressed it 


OCMQIIbHOM... CNOMCHO CKa3amb. Koeda ce 6 nopAOKe, OHU 
@YHKYUOHUpyIOM, U, KAK MUHUMYM, UMo-mo nomuHsAm. Mbt 
He 3Haem. Henb3a npocmo mak cnpocumb UX, ece AU OHU 
nomuam. Ja u model, paz maxoe deno... 

— Oepomuoe cnacu6o. beii0— 1 menepb NOHUMAI,, UMNO BbI- 

— Ja, 0a. Mooteme meneps ocmasumb MeHA 6 noKoe? 


— Onamb 6b1? 

—Ymo 6ydem, ecru slwepuua xnonuemca... Bom Cc maKoit 
BbICOMbI? 

— Cam-mo Kak Oymaeulb? Tpaemupyemca! 

— 3x! — paccTpowIc4, HO He NoTepa pelmMTenbHOcTH I pun. — 
JTaouo!... 


—Kpemye jlepxu— 2H! byemb Tak JenaTb, 1 B BeEHY BOOOIeE 
HMKOT a He nonazy! 


[pum B6exKall B KOMHATY HW IpwKall K KeTKe pyky C IOKHPOBaH- 
HOH, elle MeBenAletca AMepuen. 

—Cworpu! 

OH H HpaByla Ge3pa3yesIbHO 3aBsayen BAMMaHveM HpioTa. 3aTeM 
[pull To/HA Pyky VW, C THXHM IIMAKOM, COpoOcHy sAMepuiy Ha 
KpogatTs. A KaK TOJIbKO OHa MepecTasla MeBeMHTbCA, yXBaTHII ee 
CHOBa H IIpOeMOHCTpHpoBasl ee BEITHYTOe, HENOJBWKHOE TeN0 
HbIOTY M YCTaBMBIMelicd Ha Hero Tamu. HbIOT HHCTHHKTHBHO 
IPHTHYJICA H OTCTYMHII C IOBOPOTOM. 


against the glass. 

“(I] [go-not] [down’] 
|[do-exist-not] [be-less-er] [I’]” was Newt’s immediate answer. 

“No! I don’t want to kill you!” Grip snapped. 

“But what did you expect?” Thalia groaned with a sob. “You 
can’t just barge in and threaten to kill his... body? Absolutely 
unprovoked—” 

“That’s not what I meant!” Grip shook his arms. 

“Wooo...” Thalia exhaled loudly. “Look, if there were rules for 
explaining such basic things to the counterparty who was first 
exiled, and then you abducted it, I'd love to help,” she kept 
gigeling. How very unprofessional of her. “But look at the 
bright side of things, OK? He might’ve misunderstood you, but 
I'm sure he’s not gonna jump down any ceilings after this... 
highly accessible demonstration of yours.” 

“Fine then,” Grip opened the lid and bent over to extract poor 
Newt. 

“What’chu doing?!” 

“Touring the base, of course! Or he just won't stop badgering us 
about objects!” 

He left the room with Newt on his right shoulder, and Thalia 

following him in lockstep, her left arm ready to catch the lizard. 


“And one more thing.” 
“ Yes?” 
“Goodbye. I can’t take it any more, I’m gonna leave while you’re 


— Buyen? Bort uo ObiBaer, eciH yayelp! 

[pum 3anxall aljepuiy o6paTHo B GaHky. 

— Uysak... — Kavasla romoBou Tans. 

— [HgTy) [BHu3’] [onacHBI] (THI) [HATH-1H?] [BHH3’] — HacKopo 
HamMcai [pun Ha OyMaxKe H IIpwWKall ee K CTeKIY. 

— |s] [WTH-He] [BHH3’| 

| [cyltjecTB-yt-He] [MeHBIe] |s’] — MrHOBeHHO OTBeTU HEIOT. 

— Jla He coOupasica 1 Te6a yOuBaTb! — copsanca I'pun. 

— A 4ero THI Kail? — cTOHala HU xyOala Tamua. — Hesb3a 
IpOcTO TaK BMaMbIBATbCA HM yIpOKAaTb yOUTb ero- Tes0? 


TIpocTo Tak— 
— A He 9TO HMell B Buy! — Maxall pyKamu I'put. 
— Vyyx... — IpOMKO BBbIOXHysa Taua. — CMOTpH, eciIM ObI 


ObUIM KakHe-TO MpaBysa, KaK OOBACHATL Take Ga30Bble 
Bel BTOPOH CTOPOHE, KOTOPY!0 CHaYala H3THaMH, a NOTOM 
THI ee BOOGIE MOXHTHA, A ObI C pagOcTbw MomMorma, — 
IpOfOKaa XMXMKATb OHA. Kak HelpodeccHOHaNbHO C ee 
cTOpoHI. — Ho TsI CMOTpH Ha Bell[M ONTHMHCTHYHO, OKeH? 
Jla, BO3MOKHO OH TeOd HEJONOHA, HO H IIpbiraTb C MOTOJIKOB 
OH Tocile TBOeM... KpaltHe JOCTYIHOH JeMOHCTpallHH Telleph 
TOUHO He CTaHeT. 

— Hy 4 naquo, — pai cHAN KpBIMIKy H osle3 B KETKY H3BIIe- 
KaTb OeqHoro HbI0TAa. 

— Ye ThI Jjenaelib? 

—Typ m0 6a3e, uro! A TO OH XKe He OTCTAHeT OT Hac C ITHMU 
TipeqMetTamu! 

Tak OHM H BBINUIM M3 KOMHATEI: HbOT Ha Weve, cipaBa War 


out.” 

“... OK. When she called you a dissociate” 

“Talways knew I’m not fit for this... Yes. Now I’ve got proof I never 
needed.” 

“You did what you needed to do. Solved my murder.” 

“Right. If there’s anything else I can help with, or you're just 
bored, don’t you dare print me,” Dmytro put on a thin-lipped 
smile. “Sort it out yourself somehow.” 


“This is getting out of hand,” Thalia declared. 

Two large lizards awaited them at the centre. As soon as the kids 

sat down, all three lizards started rattling. Thalia closed her eyes, 
as if that let her make anything out of this cacophony. Grip could 

single out Newt with ease — he clicked right next to his ear, — 

but the click decoder inside his sleepy head has stalled and went 

up in flames. 

“(do-wait]” he wrote on the sand in front of him, and one of the 
lizards even reacted. 

It went quiet, walked onto to the glyph, inspected it from different 

angles and demonstratively wiped it with a swipe of its tail. 


A minute later, the rattling stopped as abruptly as it started. 


“yous] [can] [exist’] [be-two] [be-new’] 

| [yous] [want-not-?] [exist’] [be-two] [be-new’}” one of them asked 
after a silent staredown with Newt on Grip’s shoulder. 

“(I] | [want]” Grip wrote as a sidenote, wiped a large patch of sand 


B War TamMa, eBad pyKa MOHATa HaH3TOTOBKY, YTOOBI ero 
NOBHTB. 


—VWV Bor uro ee. 

—Jla? 

—Tloxa. A Tak Gombe He Mory. A yy, 1OKa BbI TaM. 

— ... JlaqHo. Korjja 0Ha Ha3Basla Bac JJMCCOlMaTOM— 

— A Bcerya TorasbBaJicd, YTO He TOKYCh AA sTOTO... Ja. Teepb 
BOT 3Hal0 HaBepHsAKa, BOT OHO MHe Haj{0 ObLIO? 

— Bbl CemayH, YTO JOJDKHBI OBLIM. PacKpbUIH Moe YOHHCTBO. 

—Ara. ECM 4eM-To elle MOry MOMO4b, WIM IpoctTo cocky- 
YMTeCb, He CMeliTe MeHA MeyaTaTb, — BbILaBun J[MuTpo 
ymbloKy. — Pasbeputecb Kak-HHOy/b CaMu. 


— 370 ye llepebop, — 3asBwia TamHa. 

Tellepb HX B WeHTpe Kav Be OONbIMIMe AMNepHbI. Crono 
TeTAM IpHcecTb, Kak 3aTpeljaliM Bce Tp. TalHaA MpHKpbuia 
Tla3a, KaK OYTO TaK OHA YTO-TO BLTWIeHANA 3 ITOH Kakodo- 
Huu. C TpeCKOM 3aKJIHMHWI0 H COMANOC B COHHOH romoBe [puna 
TO, YTO pasOHpaNo peyb Alepuy Ha 3HaKH. OTPEMMTS WesaKH 
HbioTa He COCTaBAAIO HHKAKOTO Tpyja — TOT cue IpAMo y 
HeTO IO, YXOM — HO Jlaiblile 3TOTO JJel0 HHKAK He IWIO. 

— )K]-u] — HallMcasI oH IIpxMo Teper coboH, 

HM Offa 43 AepHy AwKe oTpearupoBasa. Ova 3aTHXJa, 3allla 
IIP{MO Ha 3HaK, MOM3y4asia eFO Tak HM CAK, H JJeMOHCTpaTHBHO 


and covered it with a detailed answer: 

“(exist] [be-one] [be-new’] 

exist] (up-in] [sun’] 

exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

exist] (up-in] [sun’] 

exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

exist] (up-in] [sun’] 

exist] [down-in] [sun’] 

exist] [be-two] [be-new’|” 

One lizard stared at him intently, while the second (Second?) one 
replied: 

‘lexist-not] [be-two] [be-new’] [do-exist] [be-two] [be-new’] 

yous} (do-go-not] {here’] [yous] [do-go] [here’|” 

Two clicks, and they both ran away towards their airlock. 

“Fair,” Grip stated, taking another prolonged glance at their 
conversation. 


“That’s a bit awkward,” Stalina awaited them at the ship. 

“They just don’t want to talk to us until we bring them two Newts.” 

“Imean, Dmytro is still here. You’d better not run into him.” 

“.. and? What do you propose, to wait it out here?” Grip 
refrained from rubbing his eyes with the hand he held Newt 
with. “I’m heading straight to bed anyway.” 


“Here you go,” he tried to placed Newt back into the cage. 


3aTepJla XBOCTOM. 


Muuyty CIycTa, TpecK MpekpaTHNIcd CTO *Ke pesKO, KaK U 

TOJTHAUICH. 

— [BbI] [MO¥B] [cyIeCTBOBaTB’ | [B/{BOeM] [HOBBIH’] 

BbI] [XOTeTb-He-H?] [cyIecTBOBaTb’| [BABOeM] [HOBIM’] — 

CIIpOCHa O/{Ha H3 HUX MOce MO4AaMBOLO MeperiAbIBAaHHA 

C CHJMINMM Ha Iieue HbioToM. 

—|s] | [xorers] — Hanucan I'pum c6oxy, a 10 WeHTpy 3apoBHAT 

OOMINOH KYCOK, YTOOLI 3aTEM IIOKPBITb erO HCYepIIbIBalO- 

{MM OTBETOM. — 

— |cylljecTBoBaTS] [B O{HOTO] [HOBBIH’] 

CYeCTBOBATS] [BBepx-B] [COHIE’} 

CYI€CTBOBATS] {BHH3-B] [COMHIE’] 

CyeCTBOBaTS] [BBepx-B] [CONHIE’} 

CYI€CTBOBATS] [BHH3-B] [COMHIE’] 

CYeCTBOBaTS] [BBepxX-B] [CONHIE’} 

CYI€CTBOBATS] {BHH3-B] [COMHIE’] 

CYI€CTBOBATS] [B[BOeM] [HOBEIH’} 

OyHa AlepHia TYMO MAMMacb Ha HeTO, WOKa BTopas (BropoH?) 

oTBeuasia: 

— |cyllecTBOBaTb-He] [BABOeM] [HOBbI’] [cyjecTB-yi1] [BBOeM] 

HOBBII | 

BbI] (HJ-H-He] [c1ofa’| [BI] [H-H] ([cropa’| 

7ipa Weraka, 4 OH O6e yOexKasIN K CBOeMY IILTIO3y. 

—Cmpaspeyyimpo, — B3goxuylt Iput, elje pa3 HallocmeqoK 
OTCMaTPHBad HX pasroBop. 


Newt didn’t plan to part with his hand and kept clicking in a 
funky rhythm. Grip’s click decoding hasn’t recovered, so he tried 
another strategy. 

“No,” he said, holding Newt as if he was a microphone. “Wait.” 
He then put him onto the sand and texted Thalia: “He wants 
something again.” 


“(you] [want [..’-?]” he wrote and pointed on the sand. 
“(do-show] | [objects]” 
Grip let out a groan of frustration. 


“OK, what else does he want?” Thalia ran in and bent over the 
cage to read. 

“He’s at it again. Look, sorry, I don’t care any more, I’m going 
to sleep,” Grip closed the lid, a gesture Newt didn’t appreciate. 
“I’ve been awake since—” 

“Seriously? Are you dumping him on me? What am I supposed to 
do? He's not gonna sleep— 

“I don’t know what else does he want from me, OK? Just ignore 
him...” 

Grip climbed onto the bed. 

“.. We've showed him everything, even the pods. Even the 
showers. I’m out of ideas. Just leave him here, throw in some 
flies, maybe, and go get some sleep,” he suggested and closed 
his eyes. 

He briefly woke up again when Thalia and Stalina carried the 

cage away, but just closed his eyes and ignored it. 


—Kak-To HeJIOBKO BEIXOJMT, — MO/PKHJjalla HX Ha KopaOse 
CraMHa. 

— OHH IIpocTo He XOTAT C HaMH pa3rOBapHBaTh, NOKa MBI He 
TpHuecem Broporo Hpiwra. 

— He 0 TOM. J[MuTpo ellle 37fecb. JIyume ObI BaM He epeceubca. 

—... H? BbI MHe 4TO Mpemaraete, TyT Mepexqats? — Tpun 
yAepxKasicd OT TOTO, YTOOLI WOTepeTb raza KyaKOM, B 
KOTOpOM 6511 HbroT. — 5 B 11060M cmyyae cpa3y cats. 


— Bor Tak, — 0H MoMbITasicd MomectuTb Hpwta obpaTHo B 
KJIeTKY. 

HBIOT C ero pyKOH paccTaBaTbCa He COOMpaACA H BBIMNeNKUBaT 
3aHATHBIM PHTM. PacllosHaBaHHe IWe4KoB y pula Tak H He 
OMpaBHOCk, TAK YTO OH NOMpoboBall Apyryt0 cTpatTerHo. 

— Hem, — cxka3am 0H B HbWTa, KaK B MAKpodou. — JKOU. 
Tlocme 4ero MOCTaBMII eO-TaKH Ha eCOK MW HallMcasl TasiMu: «oH 
ONATb UeTO-TO XOUeT». 


— [TI] [XoTeTS] [...’-1?] — HallMcall H TKHYI Mabyem Ipun. 
— |N0Ka3bIBa-H] | [mpe/{MeTEI] 
[pul pas0uapoBaHHO 3acToHall. 


—Tak, 4ero OH XO¥eT Tellepb? — BOeKaNa UM CBeCHIIACb 
MOYMTATb WecoK Taya. 

— OH OATS 3a cBOe. CyMal, A3BHHU, Hy eFO, A ClaTb Nowy, — 
[pul 3aKpbUI KpBIMNKY, YTO HBT COBCeM He OM0OpH. — A Ha 


At first, he couldn’t fathom what is he looking at. And, once he 
figured it out, he couldn’t contain his laughter. The cage was 
back, and so was Newt. And the glowing thing was a phone. 
Propped up against a tiny sandhill, it featured colourful shapes 
that the lizard popped with his nose. Once Grip started his 
“rejoicing”, Newt decided to pretend the phone has nothing to 
do with him and laid down facing the other way, as the newly 
appearing shapes covered the entire screen. A manoeuvre that 
didn’t help Grip’s receding composure in the slightest. 


“Where are you?” 

Oh, a “please call back” from Dan? What could he possibly 

want? Grip basically forgot Dan and Lee existed. He turned into 

an unused room. 

“Hi, colleague!” 

‘Uh? Morning, colleague.” 

‘Tm gonna tell you first, I’m gonna miss this planet. Best assign- 
ment I’ve ever had, and that was before you two arrived. Hope 
we'll cross paths again someday. 

“Uh, OK, thank you.” 

“Now, there’s this ‘closing the planet’ idea floating around, and 
seems like none of you understand how it actually works. 
Subliminals aside, there are bulk transfers and then there’s 
a control channel to orchestrate’em. You'll need it anyway to 
flush us out. It’s a tried and true signalling protocol, my pointis, 
that one’s fully manual and limited to 160 symbols— even fewer 


HOTax yKe— 

— Cepbe3Ho? Pens ero Ha MeHA CKHHYTB? A MHe UTO JeaTb? 
OH He 6yeT cHaT ellje— 

— {l He 3Hal0, YTO elle OH OT MeHA XOUeT, OKel? Ipocto 3a6er 
Ha Hero... — IpuHt 3ayle3 Ha KpoBaTb. — MblI emy yxe BCe 
T0Ka3aiH, Wake ym. axe WHONKH. A 6e3 He mpocto. 
TIpocTo ocTaBb efo TYT, MYX CBIMaHH, MOKET, H HH Cath, — 
TpeAIOKW OH HW 3aKPbUI raza. 

OH TIOTOM elle pas Ipocuyyica, Koryja TasmMa HW CTamMHa yHOCHIM 

KIIETKY, HO NPOCTO 30KMYPHJICA H 3aCHYJI OMATS. 


CHauana OH He IOHHMal, YTO 3TO BOOOMe TaKOe IPOHCXOLHT. 
A Kora MOHAN, He yepxKasicd H paccmesyica. KileTKa BepHy- 
jlacb, BepHyJICa H HbIOT, a CBETWICH ONepTbIH Ha KyUKy Wecka 
Temedou. Iafatonme IBeTHEIe UTYPKH AMepKa oMasa HOCOM. 
IIpv 3ByKaXx «IMKOBaHHA» I'putta HBIOT pelH cheaTb BAL, YTO 
OH HHYeFO OOIIero C TemeOHOM He MEET, H, 0Ka BCe HOBbIe U 
HOBbIe PUTYPKH 3acbllaH BECb 9KPaH, YerCA HOCOM B Apyry10 
cTopouy. KakoBbIM MaHeBpoM mopKocun Ipuny u 6e3 Toro 
XpoMaiollee camoo6ulayjaHue. 


«[ye TH?» O, «noxcanylicma, nepessoxu» oT J{3Ha? UtTo emy 
MOr0 NoHaqoOuTECA? Tpun Boobie NoA3aGbIM O CyMecTBOBa- 
Huy JI9Ha H JIM. OH CBepHY/ B IlyCTYIOMMH OTCeK. 

—IIpusem, Konneea! 


if you use those letters of yours with wider codepoints —so—” 
“Dan—” 
“that scan you’re so—” 
“Dan.” 
“What?” 
‘Tm sorry, I don’t even understand what you say.” 
“I was about to tell you, I can give you direct access to—” 
“Why are you telling me this? I’m leaving.” 
“Man... I’m talking to the you who stays! I’m leaving now—” 
“Can you give this... access to Thalia instead?” 
“OK, wow.” 
On the other end of the line, Dan took a few second to compose 
himself, and then proceeded with admiration in his voice: 
“If you say so— I mean, I heard you two trust each other, but...” 
‘T trust her. Just give it to her.” 
‘T just did, to both of you. So, alrighty then! It’s been a pleasure, 
colleague. Dan’s out.” 
OK, but where is she? 


On his way to the canteen, he overtook Stalina and Irakli at first, 

but then stuck with them to listen: 

“—it down for me? You found some archaic unused cases?” 

“Sorry, it’s not cases. There’s a good reason I keep calling them 
‘declension systems’.” 

“And they...” 

“Used to have at least two that later merged— morning, Grip.” 


—A? Ympo, kosueea. 

—Cpa3zy me6e ckacy, a 6ydy cKyYamb no amoti nnaKemKe. 
JTyuulee 3adanue, UmMO y MeHA KOz0a-NU60 ObLI0, U IMO euse OO 
Bac Oeoux. Hadewcb, OOHAHCOdI 2de-HUOYOb ele Nepeceuemcn. 

— A, oxeli, cnacu6o. 

— Tak, mym y eac 6podum odua udes, «3aKpblMb nAaHemy», U 
Xomb Obl KMO NOHUMAN, KAK 3MO Ha CamomM ene pabomaem. 
Kpome doceemoebix, ecm nakemuble nepedauu, a ecme ewe 
KQHAaN ynpaeneHua, UMOObl UMU OupUZUpOBamb. OX mebe 
ece pasHO noxadobumca, UMobel HAC oMcIoda éebiCnAamMb. 
Tam npocmott KaK NaMKa CU2HANbHbIL NPOMOKOA, A UMO 
Xomen cKa3zamb, OH NOAHOCMbw pyYHOU U MaKcumMym 160 
cuMBONOB— OAHCE MeHbUe, ECNU UCNON306AMb IMU BAU 
OyK@bl C WUPOKUMU KOOAMU CUMBON06 —MaK UMo- 

—-—J]9H- 

— -9IMOM CKAH, 3a KOMopblii 6bl MaK— 

—-—J9nH. 

— Ymo? 

— H3eunu, A Oance He NOHUMAT, 0 4eM Mbl. 

— Au cobupanca cKasamb, 1 dam mebe Npamol docmyn K—- 

— 3a4uem Mbl MHE JMO 206opUltb? A YXOHCy. 

— Myxcux... 1 me6e 20eopi0, Komopblii ocmaemca! A yxowcy 
cettuac— 

— Moxcewlb nyuue damb 3mom... docmyn Tanuu? 

— Oxell, eay. 

Ha Apyrou cTropoue HHUA JI9H MoMosYal apy ceKyHA, a 3aTeM 

TIPOJOJDKMII C BOCXHINeHHeM B rouloce. 


“Morning.” 

“And you’ve spent all night talking about... case systems?” 

“No, just for a few hours. I need my sleep as much as everybody 
does. Grip, you sure remember that lizard koan of theirs: ‘The 
wise knows the angles, the wise knows what to do’.” 

“Yeah!” 

“Guess what, ‘Wise’ is a—” 

“a name?” 

“Gives a whole new dimension to the ‘others want to be wise’ 
column, doesn’t it?” 

“So Newt picks younger lizards, and Wise picks brainier ones?” 

“I guess First, Second and Third are not a picky bunch.” 

“There's a Third?” 

“But not a Fourth. I’m not entirely sure these three are regular 
names though.” 

“I'm sorry, that’s super interesting, but I’ve got one important 
thing to do.” 


Grip jumped at Lisa, Maria and Thalia chatting in the canteen: 

“Why are you here?” 

“As opposed to?” Maria turned to him. 

“The lab! You had a day off, but we really, really have to start 
today—” 

‘Tm sorry, have you left already?” 

“No, but—” 

“J had,” Lisa raised her hand merrily. 

“Then go ahead, form a queue, leave, and then we'll talk,” Maria 
was pulling out her phone with one hand and making inviting 


— Kak cKayceulb— 8 CMbICTe, A CIA, UMO Bbl Opye Opyey 
dogepxeme, HO... 

— 4 eii dogepsuo. ITpocmo dati ezo eit. 

— monbKo umo evldan, gam o6oum. Hy, noxa moeda! Beuio 
300po6o, Konneea. Koneu c6s3u. 

ITO Naj{HO, TOJIbKO Tye OHa? 


Ha IlyTH B CTOJOBY0 OH CHaYama OOorHan CramuHy u Upaknuas, 

a IOTOM IpHCTpOWIcs K HUM MOcyMaTs: 

—-—A TOHAa. BEI HallWIM y HAX CTapble HeEHKHBIe WayexKH? 

— V3BHH4, He 1a lexKH 9TO. AI He IPOCTO TaK A3BIK JIOMal0, TOBOpA 
«CHCTEMBI CKIOHEHHH». 

—Vy wux- 

—-ObIJIO KaK MHHHMYM Be, KOTOPEIe IOTOM CpociHcb— YTPpo, 
pum. 

—Ytpo. 

— V1 BbI BC10 HOUb C HUM TOBOpHIIN 0... WafexKHBIX CHCTeMax? 

— Het, Bcero napy yacos. Mue, dali, Toe cllaTb Hao. put, THI 
Ke IOMHHIMb ITOT HX KOAH, KOTOPEIM «MYAPbIM 3HaeT TIBI, 
MYAPBbIM 3HaeT, YTO elaTb». 

—ATo! 

— IIpeyctapsiaentb, «Myapbiii» st0— 

—TOKe HMA? 

— Cormacicb, 3aHrpasl HOBLIMH KpacKaMH CTOMOel Mp0 «XOTAT 
ObITb MY/[PbIM»? 

—To ectb Hbwr BbIOHpaeT MOMOBIX AMepoK, a Myf~pEi — 


gestures towards Stalina with the free one. “Until then, I’m 
taking all the rest I can get. So, when I said ‘bikes on tracks’ 
yesterday, that was precisely what I meant. Bikes, on tank 
tracks,” she showed her the picture. “Yes, they do exist.” 

“OK, wow-” 

“I know.” 

“... mean... nice, but, at this rate, might as well go for hovers.” 

“What are you gonna do with a hover, they—” 

“Where have you been? Why don’t you reply?” Grip switched to 
Thalia. 

She burst into laughter, interrupting the hovers discussion: 

“That’s— that’s probably for the better that you got no reply— 
because that’d be-” 

“Wait,” his face dropped. “Your phone, it can contact Fist. Direct— 


wly.” 
That was the first time Grip saw a cyborg sprint. 


TONOBACTHIX? 

— A Tlepppii, Bropoi u TpeTuii Torya He CTO pa3s60puHBEI. 

—Ects u Tperuit? 

—Ho net Yersgeptoro. A He 40 KOHIa yBepeH, YTO 3TH TPH — 
OOBTYHBIC HMeHA. 

—V3BHHUTe, 3TO OYeHb HHTepecHo, HO y MeHA OHO BarKHOe 
qesi0. 


[pum Ha6pocusca Ha 6onTaiomMx B cTomoBon JIu3sy, Mapu u 

TasrHio: 

— Tlouemy 6b1 30ecb? 

—A 20e mue 6bimb? — ToBepHyacb K Hemy Mapua. 

—B nabopamopuu! Buepa y eac Obi BblxXodHoli, HO ceeodHA 
MOUHO-MOUXHO HAdO— 

— A U36UHAIOCE, MoI yote yen? 

— Hem, Ho- 

——A yu, — pajjocTHO HoyHaa pyky JIas3a. 

— Hy mak ne 3eeaii, opeanusyll ouepedb, yxodume, nomom u 
nozosopum, — Mapua ofHo pyKoH focTaBana Temedou, 
a [pyro 3a3bIBHO Maxayia Cramuue. — A noxa A 6ydy 
OMOBIXAM CMONBKO, CKONKO eNlezem. Imo, Ko2da A euepa 
2oeopuna Npo «eyceHUXHble OaliKu», A Bom 9MO UMeNA B 
eudy. Baiiku, Ha MAHKOebIX 2yceHuYyaX, — OHA ToKasbIBaa 
CTamMHe KapTuHky. — Ja, onu cywecmeyrom. 

— Oxell, gay- 

— Al 3nan. 

—... IMO... MUO, KOHEYHO, HO MAK ye U OO XOBepos pyKoit 
nodamb. 


— Xoeep mebe Kyda? Onu- 

—A mbl 20e 6vina? Yezo ne omeevaelub? — Tpun mepexsto- 
UWICd Ha Tayo. 

Ona pacxoxoTamacb, IpeceKad THM OOCYKeHHe XOBEpOB. 

— 3Imo- 9mo, HasepHoe, K MyUUlemy, UMO Mebe He OMBeUaIOM— 
9mo Ov110 ObI- 

— Toeodu, — eTo MMO BLITAHYNOCh. — Teoti menegion, c Heeo 
MOKHO Nucame KynaKam. Hanpsa- ...Myl0. 

lo sToro I'puny He JOBOAMI0Ch BULLETS, Kak pa3zGeraerTca KHOOpr. 


(Not) cultured 


Grip felt awesome. He escaped the exhausting frenzy and soared 
in fuzzy warmth. After what felt like a day of sleep, he could move 
mountains again. His entire body felt lighter, ready to spring into 
action. 


The suit went missing. The room was unfamiliar, cosy and creepy, 
liveable, but uninhabited. Hundreds of pictures were plastered 
around the walls so densely, it was impossible to throw a pillow 
without hitting one, only the corner above his bed was spared 
from this fate. Massive furniture did not feature a single straight 
line, as if its designer lost a bet or something. At the foot of the 
bed there was a bag that mom packed for him: school uniform, 
underwear, shoes. A carafe of water and a glass decorated the 
table across. No phone, nothing. 


Grip slid behind the heavy curtain to take a look outside. No 
snow, no skyscrapers. He was at around third or second floor, 


(He) BocnMTaHHbI 


[pull 4yBCTBOBa CeO NPOCTO BeMHKOMeMHO. OH OyATO Mpociiat 
IeIbIH eH, H Telepb ObLI TOTOB ropbl cBepHyTb. Msnypsiowjas 
cyeTa HOCHeqHUX Hel OCTamacb JjaeKO 103aj{M, YCTYMHB MecTO 
IIpWIMBy CHI H ye CilerKa 3HaKOMOH JerKocTH. M KOCTIOM 
mponas. 


KomHata BOKpyr OblIa He3HaKOMON, YIOTHOM H IKYTKOU, KUO 
MH HeEKHIOH. Bce cTeHBI OLUIM yBellaHbI poTorpadHAMH TAK, 
YTO TOLYIIKOH KHHYTb Hekysa, Cllaccd OT 3TOM yYaCTH TOKO 
ron Haji ero KpoBaTbI0. Y MaccHBHOH MeOerH, OyATO Ha cHop, 
He ObVIO HH OHO MpAMow mHHHu. B HOorax OOHapyKHIACh 
coOpaHHad MaMOM cyMKa C GembeM, OOYBbIO H IIKONbHOM 
dopmout. Ha crome HanpoTHB — rpaduH c BosoH H cTaKaH. Hu 
Temledoua, HH Yero ObI TO HH OBUIO elle. 


TpHIl Mpocoysica 3a IWIOTHYIO WITOPy HM BBITAHYI B OKHO. He 
OBVIO HH CHera, HH BbICOTOK. I'fe-TO 9TaKa 3TAK C TpeTbeTO OH 


looking at a neighbouring three-storey grey building. There was, 
like, fifteen meters of pointless grass between them, and a fence 
at least one storey tall. It wasn’t a house across the street, the 
street was somewhere to the left, home to some commotion. A 
figure in a bright yellow suit was standing in the middle of the 
street, people walked past... all of that was barely visible without 
opening the window. 


As Grip was putting his shoes on, one of the pictures caught his 
eye, a person on it, to be specific. Strangely enough, Ilya Ilyich 
Svobodin wasn’t the centrepiece of the picture. He extended 
his hand outwards, trying to make some fat, unpleasant- 
looking woman turn around and look the way he wanted. The 
woman looked into the camera instead. Svobodin was much 
more human than his usual portraits: an irritated man, but a 
recognizeable one. 


He scanned another dozen of the pictures. The exhibition 
revolved around that woman. Here she is on some construction 
site, now she’s on a porch, and here she accepts some award. She 
was the only one reliably looking at the camera, others mostly 
didn’t. At least that suggested she was well aware somebody’s 
taking photos of her. Here she is with a toddler who’s, like, three; 
here’s she with a small baby; and here’s with a large entourage 
— right, and Svobodin, saw that one already. 


Grip sneaked out to the hallway. Similar rooms to the left... a 
staircase to the right looked like a much more promising way 
out of here. It then turned left into some... hall, since it must’ve 


CMOTpell Ha CepbIt TpexsTaxKHbIM COceqHHH om. Mexay HAMM 
ObLIO METPOB IATHAeCAT GECTOMKOBOTO Ta30Ha H 3a00p BEICOTOH 
UYTb JIM He B lem 3TAK. JloM OLLI He HaNpoTHB, a COCeqHHH, 
apom 4To fanexo. Jopora BuHEIACb CileBa, TAM UTO-TO IPOHC- 
XOJMNI0: Maq4HI YeIOBeK B BbIPBHIMa3HO-KeNITOM HapsALe, 
XOJMJIM JOH... Ho TONKOM paccMOTpeTs ee, He OTKPEIBad OKHA, 
He BbIXOJHIO. 


Tloxa [pum o6ysasicad, OH 3aMeTHI Ha OHO u3 doTorpadui 
NOKpylHee YeOBeKa, K KOTOPOMY 3aXOTeMOCh NPHIIALeTECA. 
Kak Hu cTpaHHo, Vnpa Unpny CBo6oqMH He ObII TaBHbIM 
Tepoem 93TOH oTorpabuu. OH MpoTATMBaN Ky/la-TO PyKy, 
IIpH3bIBad TOJICTY!O HW HeIPHATHY10 Ha BHI KeHIHHY MOCMOT- 
peTb B OO03Ha4YeHHYIO HM CTOPOHY, a OHa BMeCTO 9TOrO 
cmMoTpejla B KaMepy. CBOOO2HH OBI BOBCe He MOPTpeTHBIH: 
KUBO, 3a/[epraHHBIH NOKMAOM MyKUHHA, HO y3HaBaeMblit. 


On OBICTpo mpobexanca eme 0 OKHHeE doTorpadun. 
BbIcTaBKa BCA Oba MOCBAINeHa ITOH KeHIMHHe. BOT OHa Ha 
KaKOH-TO CTpolike, BOT Ha KPbUIbIe, BOT IPHHUMaeT y KOTO-TO 
43 PyK Harpapy. Ha KaxK{OM H3 KagpOB TONbKO OHa HeH3MeHHO 
CMOTDella B KaMepy, OCTaJIbHbIe — Kak NoBeseT. UTO XK, XOTA OBI 
OHa B Kypce, 4TO ee TaK HacToHuuBO hoTorpadupyir. Bot ona c 
Kapally30M JIeT Tpex OT poply, BOT C MulajleHIfeM, BOT C OONIbIIO 
CBHTOH — Ja, H MalllyijHM CBOGO]MHBIM, 3TO PKe OBINO. 


[pull THXO BIEN B KOpHOp. HameBo WWI Take \Ke KOMHATHI... 
JeCTHHIa HallpaBO M BHH3 BbITAeNa Kya 6omee MHOroOGe- 
Taiol4M BEIXOOM. OHa TOBOpayHBasla BEBO B KaKOH-TO... 


featured some enormously tall ceilings, a hall with yellow light 
and people chatting. Pretentious decor and sky-high ceilings 
made Grip glance upwards for wax dripping down from candles. 
Nope, just your garden variety glowing ceiling. Meaning this 
castle must have electricity already. 


Grip remembered his lesson and stopped before the turn of the 

staircase to tune into the discussion: 

“—all in Stroich’s hands now. With luck, we're off the hook, worst 
case we’re disbanded. Whoever finishes first wins,” an unknown 
voice droned. 

“And them?” Derevyashko asked. 

“What do you think? DoX is, predictably, furious. Diplomats 
are dancing can-can, of course, not every year they get such a 
present.” 

“No, Imean—” 

“Not yet, like, why rush it now? A day or two won’t make a 
difference. Couldn’t you close some other planet?” the voice 
continued, and Grip began to recall it. “So many of them with 
no sentient life, just pick any... Now you more productive at 
that than the entire min’o’search has ever been, over the entire 
expanse. In absolute value.” 

Both went quiet to listen to another voice. 

Kosmovich, but Grip couldn’t make out a word. 

“And so are we, you know... Ah, forget it,” the other voice contin- 
ued after a while. Grip remembered whose voice it was. He was 
there with them when they departed. “So you're not going to 
Voronovs?” 


Could be Irakli 


3aJl, 10-BHJJMMOMY, C HeBePOATHOH BBICOTHI NOTOIKAMH; 3all, 
Tye TOpeN KEITH cBeT H TOBOPHIM MOAH. BErYypHEIH eKop 
3acTaBHl puta OpocuTb B3riay, Ha MOTOMOK 70 HeGec: He 
KallHeT JIM Ha HeTO CBepXy CBeYHOH BOCK. Het, caMbI OOLIHEIH 
CBeTALMHCA MOTOIOK, 3HAYHT 3eKTPHYeECTBO B 9TOM 3aMKe 
eCTE. 


Tlepey, cCaMbIM NOBOPOTOM JecTHHUBI pun 3amMep, Kak YUHIIN, 

IIPHCAYUIMBaACh K pasoBRopy: 

—~yKe TOUHO B pyKax Crponya. Ec mponecet, To clycTHqt, 
He lpoHeceT — pasrouut. Hy, KTo nepBbii qobeKuT, — 
HeMOHATHO HY/feN He3HAKOMBIH TOJIOC. 

—AY HX? — cipalueBar JlepeBallKo. 

—A CaM Kak Jymaeltb? JIMOy9Kc, IpepcKa3yemo, pBeT H MeueT. 
J\MIVIOMATE! OT pagOCTH KaHKaH WIALLYT, He KKAbIM TOY HM 
TaKOH Nofapox. 

— Het, 4 B CMBICIIe— 

—TIoxka HeT, a 4ero, Kyla Tellepb TOPOMHTCA?... Hem mo3Ke, 
Hem paubule. Mor Kaky10-HHOyib Apyryi0 IWlaHeTy 3aKpEIT, 
a? — 6e3 oco6Ooro yipeka ceTOBam romoc, KoTOpHIa Tpun 
TOKe NOHEMHOLY CTal y3HaBaTb. — Mano ux uTO 1M, 6e3 
pa3yMHOH .KM3HH... Tellepb TH y Hac Ha 3TOM NONpHille 
Tipeyciiel Goble, eM BECb MHHMOHCKa 3a BCIO 9KCIAHCHIO. 
Tlo Mopymi0. 

06a yMONKIM, IpHCcyMamMcb K TpeTbeMy. KaykeTcs, 3TO OBL 

Ypaxnuit Kocmosny, Ho pum Huyero He paccubIall. 

—Hy Tak H MBI, 3HaeTe... IX WayHO, — He cpa3y IpoyODKHI 
Hpyrou romoc. [pum BcnoOMHH, KTO 3TO Ob. OH HX elle 


“Fiona’s gonna incinerate me with her gaze. Why are you wonder- 
ing?” 

“So, what was this place you were so adamant about?” 

“really” 

“A haven panorama, you say? Now, after Grip—” 

“_the burgers, I say. Panorama is great, but not as great as—” 

“Yuck.” 

“Doesn't count until you've tasted it.” 

“Pve already agreed, OK? Come out, Grip, it’s you spying on us, 
isn’t it?” 


Grip went to the centre of the hall, puzzled about what gave him 
away. Aksat Dzhonatanovich and Dmytro Ivanovich sat at a small 
table, Irakli Kosmovich read a book in a far corner, and Stalina 
Filantievna looked like she passed out on a couch. 


“Hello. Good morning or day.” 

“Good morning,” Irakli Kosmovich responded. 

“Hi,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich nodded. 

“Good day,” Derevyashko greeted him. 

“Are we guests at Thalia’s? Where’s the dragon imprisoned in the 
tower by the princess?” 

“You mi—” Aksat Dzhonatanovich began. 

“Oh no, am I late?” Grip gasped in mock disappointment. 
“Bummer. Who's Fiona?” 

“Thalia’s mom. Why a dragon?” Derevyashko acted curious, as 
always. 

“Why are we in some kind of castle?” Grip nodded at the ceiling 


T1poBoxxal. — Hy uTo, He Heth K BOPOHOBLIM, 3HaYHT? 

— MUM0HA MeHA OHM BSIIAOM UcHenenHT. A UTO? 

— Tak H OBITS, Ky/la TEI TAM MeHs 3a3bIBas— 

— -uTO, HepKeH— 

— BH] Ha raBaHb, roBopulb? Cetyac, lpuna— 

——Oyprepzl, roBopr0. BULI 3TO XOPOMO, a BOT 6ypreptl... 

— ]]a raJJOcTh 3TO Bce. 

— 3TO TEI IpOcTo He NpoboBas. 

— Ja mayo, 4 cormacusica ye. Barxomu, pun, 9TO Ke TH Tam 
NOACHIYMHBaelb? 


pum BbIMe Ha CepeqHHy 3ayla, HeoyMeBad, KaK efO MOTI 
3ameTHTB. AkcaT JD>KOHaTaHOBHY H JImMutpo Upanosny cue 
3a MaJIeHBKHM CTOMKOM, Mpaxiuai Kocmopyy B xpecie 
T00faib YHTa OyMaKHYIO KHWKKY, a Ha MBaHe JeKala 
IulacToM CrawMHa OWIaHTbeBHA. 


— 3ypancrBylte. Jobporo yTpa WIM JHA. 

— Jlo6poe ytpo, — oTosBanca Mpaxmmit Kocmosyy. 

—IIpuset, — KuBuym AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY. 

— Jlo6poro 7HA, — no3qopoBasca epeBsnKo. 

—93TO MBI y TamMM, Nomyyaetca, B rocrax? Tye fpakou, 
KOTOPOrO IIpHHIecca 3aTOUNNa B OalHe? 

— Hert, pce—— Hava AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBUY. 

— Omo3yjau? — emtaHHo oropuwica pun. — Hy Bor. A KTo 
Takada MuoHa? 

—TasIbKHHa MaMa. A llovemMy ApakoH? — JOOOMbITCTBOBaM, 
Kak Bceryfa, JlepeBalko. 


first and chair second. 

“Ah, don’t bother. Diplomats are weird. Just in case, I’m the real 
one.” 

“Then go ahead,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich nodded. “Instruct him, 
ifyow’re real.” 

“What's there to instruct about?” Derevyashko blanked out. 

“Oh, here we go again,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich turned to Grip 
himself. “While the law allows for deferring your printing up to 
seventy-two hours without ever explaining anything, you have 
to be notified afterwards.” 

“And how long have I been collecting dust?” 

“Seventy. Now tell me this, what were you thinking with?” 

Derevyashko stared at his lunge disapprovingly. Grip kept 

silence for a bit, then grumbled: 

“If you have specific questions, go ahead and ask them.” 

“There sure will be tons of specific questions later today, at the 
inquest. Just tell me like it is, why did you have to save everyone, 
whenever they wanted to be saved or not?” 

“Why did you send me then? If you wanted me to make decisions, 
I made the right ones.” 

“Then get ready to explain how are they the right ones,” Aksat 
Dzhonatanovich softened under Derevyashko’s stink eye. 

“At the inquest?” 

“Both at the inquest, and to your fans in general.” 

“To whom?” 


Aksat Dzhonatanovich approached the window and drew the 
dense curtain open. Grip jumped up and perched on his hands 


—A 4eY0 MBI B KaKOM-TO 3aMKe? — KHBHYyJI [pull cHayasia Ha 
MOTOJIOK, NOTOM Ha CTYII. 

— A, He oOpaiijait BHuMaHua. J[MIIOMaTHI, OHM CTpaHHBle. Ha 
BCAKHH Cy4an: 4 — HacTOAMHH. 

—Hy apa Torga, — KuBHyn AxcaT J)>KOHaTaHOBHY. — 
HHCTpyKTUpyH, pas HacTOAMHH. 

— A TO TYT HHCTpykTHpoBaTb? — pactTepsyica JepeBallKo. 

—Hy 3ypacte-lpvexaiu, — caM losepuyyica K Tpumy AKcaT 
/>xoHaTaHoBHy. — XOTb M0 3aKOHY TBOW pacileyaTKy 
MOKHO OTKIabIBATh Ha CEMbecAT [Ba “aca BOOOIe 6e3 
OOBACHEHHA NPHYHH, YBEOMHTS Ted 0 3afepKKe BCe PaBHO 
0093aTeIbHO. 

—VCKOMBKO 4 TIBUIMJICA Ha Toke? 

— CembjlecaT. ThI MHe BOT UTO CKaKH, KAKHM MCCTOM THI lyMasi? 

JlepeBalko HeofoOpuTetbHO CMOTpel Ha Bbillag AKcaTa 

7pKoHaTaHosuya. 'pum MoMomyas, HOTOM OypKHYI: 

— Y Bac eC/IM KaKHe KOHKPeTHBIe BOIPOCHI eCTb, TO 3ajaBaliTe. 

— Konxkpertuble TeOa ceroqHa Ha 03HaHMH cIpocaT. TEI MHe 
T10-4eIOBEYECKH CKAKH, Th 3a4eM PelH BCeX 6e3 pasbopy 
cllacaTb, KOrO Haj{O H He Haji? 

— A 4TO BbI MeHA TYJa OTHPaBHIM? XoTeNH, YTOOEI A pela, BOT 
9H pellW, KaK IpaBHsIbHO. 

—Hy 40, roroBbca Tellepb OOBACHATECA, MOUeMY TaK H eCTb 
IpaBHsIbHO, — CMATUMIICA NOY, KOCBIMH B3rayamu JIMATpO 
Vipanopuya AKcatT J)KOHaTaHOBHY. 

— Ha JJ03HaHuH? 

— Ha J03HaHHH H, B IPHHIHMe, CBOHM daHaTaM. 


on the window sill. First he read the glowing slogans on the 
protestors’ signs. The following schools of thought dominated 
the streets: a bit of “COMMIE DISSOCIATES CLOSED OUR 
PLANET” here and there, quite a few variations on “SEND THE 
SHIPS! NOW’, but most of them spelled out “FREE THE KIDS’. 


“Why in English?” 

“Welcome to New Amsterdam, Grip Avdotievich. You're here for 
the inquest into your recent achievements—” 

“And that inquestioning—” 

“A joint one.” 

“A-ah” 

“The mission was a joint one—” 

“A-ah.” 

“and so is the inquest. Started at ours, ended at theirs. And not 
in the way we planned it to.” 


Done with the signs, Grip stared at the motley garments and 
bright hair of the protestors. The crowd didn’t march or 
anything like Federation ones did, it didn’t look organized at all. 
People just stood there, talked to each other, scurried around. 
There were many kids among them; someone came with a pram, 
some kids ran around, a few sat on their parent’s necks, a toddler 
waved a small sign of his own. But now the crowd noticed Grip 
in the window. A wave washed over the signs, people drifted 
closer to the building, shouting something, but Grip didn’t 
hear them, he didn’t even look. His undivided attention went 
to the greasy fellow at the back, more specifically, at the kid 


—Komy? 


BmecTo oTseta AkcaT JDKOHaTaHOBHY NoMaHH Ipuma K OKHY 
WM OTLepHY WIOTHY Wropy. [pun NoOsMpEITHyA HW NOBUC, 
ylleplwvich pyKaMH B TOJOKOHHHK. TlepBbiM feNOM OH CTal 
UMTATh CBeTAMMeCH Ha/MIMcCH Ha WaKkaTaX JJ}eMOHCTpaHTos. 
TloMMHMpoBaIH CileqyioljMe HallpaBuleHHA MBICIM: 30ecb Hu 
TaM BHyHenoch «KOMMH-JHCCOYHATBI 3AKPBVIH HAIIV 
TUTAHETY!», 1pwM4HO ObWIO BapHallMi Ha Temy «OTITPABBTE 
KOPAB/IH! CEMYAC JKE!», Ho Gombe Bcero ObLIO TaKaTOB 
«CBOBOAY JETAM!». 


—A ou¥emy Ha aHIIMHcKOM? 

—lo6po moxanogaTs Ha Hopp Amctepjam, [pun ABjorse- 
BHU. IIpHOBUIM Ha JO3HaHHe M0 MOBOsy BalMx HefaBHHXx 
JIOCTWKeHHH— 

— A Jl03HaBaTb OyzyT- 

— COBMECTHO. 

— A-a. 

— Muccua 6bi1a coBMecTHad— 

— A-a. 

——BOT H JJO3HaHHe Tellepb coBMecTHoe. Hayaliv y Hac, 3aKaH- 
uMBaeM Y HX. Boobie He Tak, Kak IWIaHupoBalu. 


HauutTaBliMch makaTos, [pHi cra pasriafbiBaTb MWecrpple 
HapsAbl H ApKue BOMOCHI. TouMa HAKya He Wa, KaK IPHHATO 
B Mefepaliuy, H BOOOIMe He BLITMAeNa OpraHv30BaHHoN. Jlwqu 
CTOMIM, pasrOBapHBaH, CHOBaIM Tya-clofja. Belo MHOTO 
ete; KTO-TO OBI C KOMACKOH, Tye-TO JeTH Oeranu Tak, y 


who toppled back and tumbled down from his shoulder as he 
lurched forward. Grip screamed internally, but the kid didn’t 
just survive, she took to her heels and gleefully escaped her 
hapless parent, forcing him into chasing her on the other side of 
the street, his “FREE THE KIDS’ sign swinging in his hand. 


“Climb down, don’t instigate the populace for nothing.” 

“Which side do they want me to climb down?” Grip obeyed and 
lowered himself to the floor. 

“As if they know what they want.” 

“Yeah, I think it’s clear from the signs that they don’t know what 
do they want,” Grip stepped aside. 

Irakli Kosmovich wore a sad smile. 

“Don’t worry,” Derevyashko giggled. “The vast majority of them 
don’t want to crucify you” 

“Most just want to crucisix?” 

“—crown you—” 

“but why” 

“Because,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich couldn’t contain himself. 
“Apparently one can get out of bed, put on their pants, not 
forget the sign, but forget to turn on their heads!” 

“And how many of them want me back at school, far away from 
here?” 

“They might be all united in that, actually,” Dmytro Ivanovich 
said thoughtfully. 

“Both fans, and fans in the absolute value. Do you know what 
absolute values are? Attaboy.” 


HeCKOJIBKHX CHfeuIM Ha MWedX, ONMH Kapally3 CTOA/I CO CBOMM 
TwlakaTHKoM. Ho TyT KTO-To B TOMMe 3aMeTHI I'putia B OKHE. 
Tlo payaM 3HaKOB IpowWila BOMHa, JOM KayHy/IMcb OuWKe 
K 3aH¥Hl0, YTO-TO KpHuasH, HO T'pum He CIbIMaN HM ae He 
cmoTpeul. Ero BHAMaHHe MOHOCTHIO 3aXBaTHI MYKHYOK Tyfe-To 
103aJ{M TOJINEI, a TOU PeOeHOK, KOTOPbIM KYBBIPKHYJICA C eTO 
Iyleva Ha3ayl, KOT ja MYKMYOK JepHyyica WoOmMKe. Y Tpuna Bce 
BHYTPH CbOKHIOCh, HO peOeHOK He TOMBKO He pa3OHJIcCa, HO U 
pagocTHo 6pocwsica OT HesazaWIHBOrO Malai HayTek, Tak YTO 
TOT Tellepb [HaJICd 3a HM IO TOM CTOpOHe YIHIbI, pasMaxHBad 
Ha 6ery WlaKaTom «CBOBOJY JETAM!». 


— Cylesali, He BOJIHYH 3a3paA HapOsHble Maccel. 

— OHH 4YTO, XOTAT, YTOOLI A BTY CTOPOHY cwle3? — onycTMIcd Ha 
Tom pun. 

— Kak 6yfTO OHH 3Hal0T, 4erO XOTAT. 

— Ja, TaM 110 WlakaTaM BHHO, YTO OHM He OYeCHE-TO 3Hal0T, 
yer XOTAT, — OTOMEe OT OKHa I'pun. 

Mpaximit Kocmosuy rpyctHo yrbi6asca. 

—He nepexuBal, — xuxukal JepeBaliko. — lojaBiatomee 
OOINMHCTBO He XOUeT TeOA pacaTL— 

—B OCHOBHOM XOTAT pacilecTb? 

—~—H KOpoHoBaTb— 

—-~Ja nowemy?— 

— Ja tloTomy 4To, — He BbIqepxan AxcaT JKoHaTaHOBHY. — 
MOoxxkHO, OKa3bIBaeTcs, C KPOBATH BCTATS, MTA! HayeTh, 3HaK 
He 3a0bITb, a FONOBY BKIOUMT — 3aGbITb! 

—A Kaka YacTb H3 HX XO¥eT, YTOOLI A yOupalica OTCIOAA, 


“OK, and what does our crowd want? Grip wondered. 

Derevyashko snorted quietly. 

“There’s no ‘our crowd’,” he clarified. “They don’t really know 
much about you. And when they will, we'll control the narra- 
tive.” 

“Awesome,” Grip replied, uplifted. 
thing, a trial?” 

“Kind of,” Derevyashko nodded. “It’s not that straightforward. 
They want to talk before pressing charges, so that they know 
what to accuse you of. And whether they want to.” 

“Free the kids, please. Oh wait, that means it’s inclusive of 
Thalia?” 

“Yeah, she’s ina similar situation. Don’t worry, she’s got her own 
support group.” 

“Oh yeah, I wanna join, give me a sign,” Grip rolled his eyes. 
“Hands off the thistle, people.” 

“Why so rude?” Irakli Kosmovich smiled. 

“Oh, that’s a compliment, given her profession. She'd be the one 
standing with a sign until she passes out.” 


“What's that ‘inquesting’ 


“Somebody explain me one thing,” Irakli Kosmovich continued. 
“What makes them think it’s their planet to begin with?” 


“Why, they were the ones who discovered it,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 


missed the point. 
“Hello? Lizards called,” Grip reminded him. 
“Doesn't matter,”, he replied. “There this issue with people: once 
they consider something theirs, they won’t part with it. Even if 
for two of the same.” 


OOpaTHo B IKoNy? 

— 9TO, HaBepHoe, NOUTH BCe, — 3ayyMalica JlepeBalKo. 

—V anatsi, u danaTb 10 MOsymo. 3Haelllb, YTO Takoe 
MOJYJIb?... YMHH4Ka. 


— Tak, a YeTo XOUeT Hallla Takad TOMA? — o3sagqaqwica put. 

TlepeBalKo THXO DbIPKHYII. 

—C Halle CTOPOHBI HeT HHKaKOH TOMII, — NOACHHI OH. — 
Tam BooOmle He TaK MHOTO 0 Tee 3Hal0T. A KOrJla y3HaI0T, MBI 
IpPOKOHTpomupyem, TO. 

— Hy uw pexpacuo, — Bocups fyxom [pun.— A uTo 3a «{03Ha- 
BaHHe», Cy]? 

—Bpoge Toro, — kKuBHyn Jlepepamiko. — Tam He BCe Tak 
mpocto. Ilepea| TeM, Kak OOBHHATH, BAC 30BYT NOTOBOPHTS, 
UTOObI NOHATH, B YM HMeHHO. VM Hajo JM. 

— Ceo6ody demam, noxcanylicma. O, 3TO Ke BkIOYad TaH10? 

—fJla, y Hee foxoxxad cuTyalua. He nepexuBal, y Hee CBOd 
Tpyla Mop yepKKH. 

— SI Toe xouy, JaviTe MHe IlakaTHK, — 3aKaTHII rasa I'pun. 
— «JOM, OTCTaHBTe OT peleHHHKa». 

— UTO XK TbI TaK KoMery? — ynblOanca Mpaxnuh Kocmosny. 

— 0H, cee mpodeccueii, 3T0 TAKOH KOMIVIMMeHT, — OTMaXHYyJICa 
pun. — 91a 6yfeT CTOATS C IWIaKaTHKOM /{0 MOCHHeEHHA. 


—SI BOT OfHOTO B TOK He BOSBMyY, — MpofowKuI Upaxii 
Kocmosny. — Ilouemy OHH pelIHuH, YTO 3TO HX IlaHeTa? 
—Hy kak, 9TO .Ke OHH ee OTKPLUIM, — He MOHAN IpeTeH3HH 

AxcaT J>KOoHaTaHOBU4. 


“Well, now it’s time to reconsider,” Grip insisted. 

“But if there’s something cute, they'll drop everything and protect 
it. Whatever singing snails it would be.” 

“Are there singing snails?” Derevyashko wondered. 

“protect some birds,” Irakli Kosmovich sighed. 

“From what?” Aksat Dzhonatanovich asked without being 
specific. 

“From the wind,” Grip concluded. 

“Yeah, just make a sign about ‘protecting snails from the wind’, 
and they'll follow. Like I said, zero brain participation—” 

“I thought we're discussing birds,” Dmytro Ivanovich spoke 
absentmindedly. “Who knows what are they chirping about 
with snails. Could be sentient. Let’s cede the Earth, just in case.” 

“Stand down, no need to protect birds,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
clarified. “Everybody knows there are no birds, just secret guard 
drones. And, since they work for the secret guard, that rules out 
sentience.” 

Someone chuckled behind the wall. 

“Come on, Marek, smack him with something,” Stalina spoke for 
the first time. 


Aman who entered the room was a short, though still taller than 

Grip, but otherwise rather unassuming. His grey suit only made 

him blander. Instead of educating people through violence, he 

walked to the window and drew the curtain close. 

“Td like to ask you to not do this,” his soft voice addressed nobody 
in particular. 

Grip suddenly realized what’s wrong with him: his gait, it was too 


— AY, a AllepHibI? — HanomMuny pun. 

— A 3TO HeB&KHO, — OTBeTH AKcaT JDKOHaTaHoBH4. — Ech y 
uO /je TAKOM KOCHAK: ECM UTO-TO CUMTAIOT CBOMM, TO IOTOM H 
3a [Ba TAKHX Ke He OTALLyT. 

— Hy Bot nycTb Nepecuntator, — oTBeTH I'pun. 

—3aTo xme60M He KOpMH, Ja WosalMmaTb uTO-HHOyAb 
MMJIeHBKOE. JI}OOBIX MOIMHX YIHTOK. 

—A4TO, H TakHe ecTb? — yTOUHHA JepeBalKo. 

—-IIVCTb H 3all{MawT BCAKHX NTHYeK, — B3foxHy Mpakiui 
KOocMOBH4. 

— OT Koro? — CIIpocHI HeIlOHATHO O Kom JIMuTpo MBaHoBHy. 

— OT BeTpa, — oTpesau I'pun. 

—TbI TOJBKO BBIMPH C WlakaTHKOM «3al[MTHM yNHTOK OT 
BeTpa», OHH HW WoufyT, — Bopyan AKcaT JDKoHaTaHOBHY. — 
SL Ke rOBOpt0, OHV MOST BOOOIe HUKaK— 

— 5 AyMaiy, BbI 0 ITHUKaX, — 3aJ{yMUHBO roBopHI JlepeBAlIKo. 
— KTO HX 3HaeT, 0 YeM OHH TaM C YAHTKaMH WedeuyrT, BApyT 
TOKe pa3syMuble. JjaBaliTe HM 3eMII0 OTJaHM, Ha BCAKHM 
cnyuait. 

— OTCTABHTE, 3allMMaTb He Hao, — mposcuu AKcat JpKoHa- 
TaHOBMY. — Bce 3Hal0T, UTO HeT HAKAKHX IITHYEK, a CCTb 
TOJIBKO JPOHBI OXpaHKH. A pa3 OXpaHKH, TO pa3yMHBIMH OHH 
OBIT He MOTYT. 

3a CT€HOH KTO-TO XHXHKHYII. 

— Mapex, Tpecuu emy 4em-HHOy 7b, — BIepBble Mofama Tosoc 
CtamnuHa OuaHTbeBHa. 


B KOMHaTy 3allleyI HA3KHH, XOTb H Bblile I'puiia, a B OCTaJIbHOM 


normal. Marek walked like lower gravity didn’t extend to him. 


Dmytro Ivanovich was checking his ancient watch. 

“And the minutes? Every time you hop you also...” Grip began to 
compile a question. 

“Ah! Yeah, right. I have to set it every time anyway, since the 
time’s different.” 

“Ah, right.” 

“We're gotta go,” Derevyashko squirmed, “So that we don’t hurry 
later.” 

“I'm going with you,” Grip squatted on his heels, sprang upwards 
and jumped higher than he stood. “But Ineed some anchor, like 
you have,” he looked at Marek. “Otherwise you set me free and 
Ill fly away. Like a snail in the wind.” 

His bosses hesitated. 

“Grip, no offence, please...” Aksat Dzhonatanovich began. 

“Wait, I can’t go? Free the kids!” 

“Why, no, you're free to go where you want—” 

“First time on New Amsterdam, and go to a burger joint,” 
Derevyashko shook his head. “That's kinda lame. Start with the 
tourist staples while you've got time: parks, Highrise, along the 
coast—” 

“Gates!” Aksat Dzhonatanovich added. 

“Don’t go past the Gates though.” 

“—nah, that one’s bigger than Maksimka,” Marek talked with thin 
air. 

“Aren't you afraid that I’llrun away?” Grip asked. 

“No Dmytro Ivanovich smiled. 


OOBIYHBIM MYKUMHA. CepbIii KOCTIOM Jfeylay ero elle cky4Hel. 
BMeCcTO pacipaBbl OH JeOBHTO HallpaBHICd K OKHY, 3ajjepHy 
WTOpy H WoWlen OOpaTHo K ABepH. 

— A ObI Bac MONpoOcHA Tak He JewaTb, — MATKO OOpaTWics OH 

KaK ObI B BO3IYX. 

[pull Heo KH aHHO JIA CeO NOHAN, UTO C HM He TaK: MOXopKa, 
OHa Oba CIMINKOM OOBTHHOM. Mapex XoMII Tak, 6yTO Ha Hero 
H3Kasd [paBuTalHA He paciIpocrpaHslacs. 


Amutpo MpaHosny cMoTpell Ha CBOH CTapHHHble Wacel. 

— A BBI MHHYTHI?... TOKE KAKIBIM pa3?... — Haya coOupaTh 
Bompoc I'pu. 

—... A! Hy, fa. Bce paBHo HX KaKbIM pa3 BLICTaBILATh, BPeMA-TO 
HOBOE. 

— A, ja, — 3a] YMUMBO KHBHYI put. 

— A MBI TOHfeM, HaBepHoe, — 3acyeTusca JlepepamKo.— UT06 
TOTOM He CyeTHTECA. 

—‘ c BaMv, — oH TpHn, IpHcel HM NOMMIPLITHy MOUTH BO 
BeCb CBOH pocT. — TobKO MHe ObI KaKOM YTMKEMHTeMb, KaK 
y Bac, — NOCMOTpel OH Ha Mapexa. — A TO BBI OTHYCTHTE, a 
aM yey. Kak yIHTKa Ha BeTpy. 

HauaJIbCTBO 3aMAJI0Cb. 

—T put, ThI He o6wKalica TONBKO... — Havant AKcatT J>KOHaTaHO- 
BH. 

— A 4TO, Hemb3a? CBobony jeTAM! 

— Ja HeT, Noyemy, MOKHO. Mau kya XouenIb— 

—B meppbii pas Ha Hopom Amctepjame, H NOTH B Oyprep- 
Hy}, — Kaya romopoH JepeBalKo. — 9TO KaK-TO 


OecTOMKOBO. Th CXOMM CHa4yaia 10 TYPHCTHYeCKHM MecTaM 
CKONIBKO ycreelllb: apKy, Xalipalt3, Bao Gepera— 

— Boporta! — yo6aBum AKcaT JKOHaTAHOBHY. 

— 3a Bopota TOMIbKO He XO. 

—-He, NoKpyiHeH MakcuMxy 6y/eT... — roBOpHI HeNOHATHO 
Komy Mapek. 

— Ane OouTecb, uTo 1 yOery? — cipocun I'pun. 

— Het-— ynsi6uyrca [mutpo WpaHosny. 

— Kyla TI JeHembea Ha Hopom AMcTepyjamMe? — HaxMypHIca 
AxcaT J>KoHaTaHoBHy. — TyT MoBcioqy KaMephl. A BOT Ha 
HO3HaHHe NOMpouly He Oa3{bIBaTb. 


— A Kak Ke 4 BbIMy? — OT OCO3HaHHA COOCTBeEHHON CBOOOsBI 
T'pHIl HeCKOMBKO CTyWMeBasIcad. — TaM Ke 3TH, — OH HEBHATHO 
MOMaxall PyKOH. 

—A TbI TaK H BbIMJM, — Halle uyjeto 3a0aBHOM AKcaT J>KOHa- 
TaHOBHY. — UTOObI ITH GOpIBI 3a TBO CBOOOsY TeOa Ke H HE 
BBINYCTHIM? 3a02HO CKKH HM— 

— He cTOHT, — MATKO Bo3pa3H Mapex. 

— A, KcTaTH, Jja, — o6patusica K Hemy Jlepepaitko. — Moxete 
KaKy10-HHOYb MallMuy lath, WI CaMH Hac BEIBe3TH? 

—Moxuo mpocto B MeTpo, — Toxal WieyamH Mapex. — 
Tlouyqem— 

— 0, qjaxe Tax? Huyero ce6e. 


Ho cHayala OHM IpOlycTWIH B KOMHaTy KeHIIMHY, TOKe 
HH3KY10 POCTOM, TOKe JIMIMeHHY!0 yBaKeHHA K MeCTHBIM 
TpaBHTalMOHHbIM TpayvuvaM. 


“Where to? It’s New Amsterdam,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
frowned. “There are cams everywhere. But please don’t be late 
for the inquest.” 


“How would I come out though?” Grip’s freedom-induced confi- 
dence evaporated. “They’re out there,” he gestured vaguely. 

“Just like this,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich found it funny. “You think 
these fighters for your freedom won't let you out? Also, tell 
them-” 

“You'd rather not,” Marek objected softly. 

“Yeah, by the way,” Derevyashko addressed him. “Could you give 
us acar, or a lift?” 

“You can just use the subway,” Marek shrugged. “Let me-” 

“Oh really? Nice.” 


But first they let a woman into the room. She was similarly 
short and disrespectful to the local gravitational customs and 
traditions. 

“Come in,” she unfolded a long black trench coat in front of Grip. 
It weighed about as much as Grip himself, greatly restricting his 
movement. 

“See! It fits alright,” she exclaimed. 

“And where would I go to in this?...” 

“Let’s go to a mall” she suggested. “That'd take the rest of day.” 
Grip knew this word, but it translated as a “shopping centre’, 
which didn’t spark any joy. Getting stuck there for the entire 
day was even less appealing. The coat worked wonders against 
compulsive shrugging. 


—flapali, 3amesali, — paciipapusia oHa mepeq Ipunom 
MpauHOro BHJJa YepHbIi Iai. 

Tl1all] BeCHJI MOUTH Kak OH CaM, H J[BWKeHHA CTeCHAJI HeBepo- 

ATHO. 

— Hy! Bxogur, — yAoBeTBOpeHHO KuBaJIa /KeHIIHHA. 

—Vkyjla MHe B 9TOM HTH? 

[pull MOMpbirasl ellje, MOMbITAICA IpOHTHC. 

—A nlotiqem B MOJUI, — npeyioxkula Kena. — Kak pa3 Ha 
BeCb JIeHb. 

Cnoso 9To TpHi 3Hall, HO MepeBoWIM ero Kak «TOPrOBbIi 

WeHTp», UYTO HMKaKOTO BOCTOpra y Hero He BBISbIBaIO. TeM 

Oouee MepCHeKTHBa 3aCTPATS TaM Ha Beck eHub. [awl OTIMYHO 

OTYYall NOKHMATS lewaMu. 

— Ja ny. He xouy. 

— Hy, He xovellib — Kak xO¥ellb, — OTBeTHJIa OHA H KyJa-TO 
yOexama. 


[pul NOxoqMA 10 KOMHatTe elle, IpHced. Ero B3riay 3aljenHica 

3a CTHJIBHY10 OOORKY: 

— Vpaxmmit Kocmosny, 3To y Bac yaeOHHK? 

OH IPHNOJHAN KHHTY, YOO! WyuMe ObUI0 BuHO. Bo Bech 3ay 

KpacoBaJIocb «|J{yM-alt]», a BO BeCb epey| — «|3HaKH’]». TObKO, 

TOTa, HOBePHYThIe HeMpaBHsIbHO. I10-NIKOMIbHOMY. 

— CB@\KeHBKHH. 

— A BaM He I103/]HO? 

— Y4HTBCA HUKOFa He 103740, — OH YTO-TO HOMeYasI IpAMO B 
KHure. — OHH TYT 6€3 ella He CHAT, yuaT DeTeH JyMaTb Ha 
sailepuHom. JlyMai Korga-HHOy)b Ha AllepHHOM? 


“Nah. I don’t want to.” 
“Whatever,” she replied and left. 


Grip walked around the room, sat down. The book’s stylish cover 

caught his eye. 

“Trakli Kosmovich, is that a textbook?” 

He raised it higher, so that it’s visible more clearly. The back 

featured a giant “|do-think]’, the front had a matching “{signs’]’. 

But that made them rotated wrong. Like in school. 

“Yes, a fresh one.” 

“Isn't it a bit too late for you?” 

“It’s never too late to study,” he made notes right in the book. 
“They waste no time either, now they're teaching kids to think 
in lizard. Have you ever?” 

“In isolated words,” Grip reflected. “How else would I think about 
them? I can think in English, as long as I don’t run out of words, 
but lizard has very few of them.” 

“Isolated words, is it rattling or translations?” 

“Translations.” 

“And they want to cut straight to rattling... Sounds ambitious.” 

“We didn’t study sounds at all, I just... And you, do you think? In 
lizard.” 

“Talso don’t rattle inside my head, it’s enough for me to know the 
bijection exists... I pronounce the bases in English, but I also spell 
out each link and stroke separately, in their writing order, not the 
newfangled way... So, take you, Thalia and me, we all pronounce 
it differently.” 

“Interesting... Do they teach how to write in joint? Outwards. 


—OTJeIbHBIMH clOBaMH, — 3afymasca Tpun. — Kak xe 
WHade, eCJIH pO HAX JyMaellb. 1 HHOTa AyMaro Ha aHraHit- 
CKOM, 10Ka XBaTaeT CJIOB, HO y AepHI-TO COB COBCeM 
Malo. 

— A OTJJIBHEIMH COBAMH, ITO CTPeKOTOM HIM MepeBosaMH? 

—Tlepesoyamu. 

—A OHH XOTAT YYHTb 63 MepeBosoB, IpAMo cTpeKoTom. He 
3Hal0, CMOTYT JIM. 

— MblI 3ByKH BOoOMe He IPOXOMMIN, A TOMIBKO Tak... A BbI Kak, 
ayMaete? Ha aljepHHoM. 

— TOKe CTpeKOTOM He JyMal0, MHe JJOCTATOUHO 3HaTb, YTO 
€CTb OMHO3HAYHOe COOTBETCTBHE... Y MCHA B TOOBE OCHOBBI 
aHTJIMHCKHe, HO BCe WITPHXH M CBA3KH A NporopapuBalo 
OTJENIbHO, H B MOpAKe HalMcaHua, a He Kak celyac cTaMu. 
BoT TaK BOT, BO3bMH TeOs, Taio H MeHA, MBI BCe Tpoe 
O3BYYHBaeM I0-pasHOMy. 

—Vutepecuo... A nHcaTb B CTOJIONBI CIMTHO OHH He yuaT? 
UTOOEI OT cea. BOT TO HaM NOHAaOOMMOCh IpAMO cpasy. 

— THI 3Haelllb, WOUeMy-TO HET... 

— A BBI He XOTHTe IOryIATb? 

— YecTHo cKa3atb, HeT. A TYT yKe ObIBaN; He JyMal0, YTO YTO-TO 
CHJIbHO MOMCHAJIOCE. 


be3 KOMIaHHH, TeredoHa H flake YacoB HATH HeBecTb kya pun 
He pelliaaica. Tak OH H CHJelI B ITOM THKEMCHHOM IWlallle. 


— A TBI YeF0 CHJMIIb, Kak Oe BI POACTBeEHHUK? — BepHyIca 
Mapex. — He xouelllb B MOJUI, CXOJM, BOH, K BOPOHOBBIM. 


That's something we needed right away.” 

“You know, they do not, for some reason...” 

“Do you want to go for a walk?” 

“Sorry, not really. I’ve been here before, I don’t think it has 
changed much.” 


With no company, no phone— no watch, even, —Grip didn’t want 
to roam who knows where. So he just sat there in this iron coat. 


“Are you gonna sit here, like a poor cousin?” Marek came back. 
“Don’t wanna go to the mall? Pay Voronovs a visit. A friend, 
after all.” 

“Voronovs? Are we allowed to? I mean, shouldn’t they separate 
and interrogate us one by one?” 

“What? No, nothing like this. They'll bring you together anyway.” 

“Do I have the time to?” 

“Yeah, even if'you walk, they live nearby.” 

“Won't Thalia’s mother ignite me with her gaze?” 

“Sheesh!” Marek was amused. “Fiona is a lady of exquisite 
manners, rest assured she’s incapable of igniting anyone. Only 
pressing. Do you know Fiona as well?” 

“No, just Martin” 

“O-oh, come one, why be so shy then? It’s Martin Aleksandrovich, 
an all-around larger-than-life sweetie pie. Especially since you 
know each other already.” 

Grip blanked out for a while. He was busy applying “larger-than- 

life” and “sweetie pie” to the respectable, reserved man who 

hasn’t even said a word around him. 


Tlogpyxka, KaK-HHKak. 

—K Bopoxossim? A HaM MOKHO? B cMBICcye, Hac He MoOKeHO 
pa3jeMTb H AONpaliMBaTh 10 OHOMY? 

— to? Her, nuyero Takoro. Bce paBHo TaM BCTPeTHTEeCe. 

—As yctew? 

— ]]a XOTb II€IIIKOM, 3TO HefasleKo. 

— A MeHa TayIbKMHa MaMa B3IJI1A [OM He NOOHOKeT? 

—CTpacTH-To Kakve, — pa3Becemuuca Mapex. — ®uona — 
TjaMa MCKJIOUHTeIBHBIX MaHep, OHA COBepIMeHHO HeCcmO- 
co6Ha HHKOTO MoypKe4b. OHa TONbKO aBur. A THI uC PMOHOL 
3HaKOM? 

— Her, 4 TouIBKO c MapruHom— 

— 0-0, a Yero TOTMa CTeCHAeINBCA? ITO 1K MapTuy AeKcaHypo- 
Buy! PyOaxa-lapeHb H BoOOIe MHpoKoyeK. Tem Ooslee, 4TO 
BbI 3HaKOMBI. 

T'pull Kperlko 3azlyMavica. OH OLLI 3aHAT NOOUepeHOH IpuMep- 

KoH Ha CflepKaHHOrO, IpeACTaBUTeIbHOrO MYKUMHY, He 

IIpOPpOHHBMero IPH HEM HH CIOBa, APJIBIKOB «pyOaxa-llapeHb» 

H «IIMpOKOYeK». 

— A MBI TOYHO IIpo ofHoro Maptuna AnekcaHypoBHya? — THXO 
yCOMHWIJICH OH. 

—XpaTHT HM OJHOTO, — He MOHAN Mapex. — A TbI rye c HUM 
BYeIca, B Deqepalluv MoKeT? 

— Ara, — kuBHyI pun. — Ha ApKaguu. 

—He, Hy Torgja NOHATHO, — 3aK0UH Mapex. — Tam emy, 
ACHOe Jey, He pas. Bor oH H XOAMII C KHCHOH poxen. 

«Kuciast porKa» K COKUBIEMYCH B rooBe [puna oOpasy Maltbl 


“Are you sure we’re talking about the same Martin Aleksan- 
drovich?” he doubted in the quiet. 

“One is enough,” Marek didn’t understand him. “Where have you 
seen him, Federation? 

“Yeah, on Arkadia.” 

“Well, that explains it. He’s, obviously, not welcome there, no 
wonder he wore a sour face.” 

A “sour face” fit Grip’s idea of Thalia’s dad about as well as 

“larger-than-life” and “sweetie pie’. 


“Alright,” Grip made the decision. “Will you show me the way? 
Cause I don’t have a-” 

“Why, off-peak, we can accompany you there... that’d be easier. 
Lora, could you walk this fella to Voronovs?” 

The same woman has entered the room, as if she was waiting for 

the invitation, but only to glance at Grip sceptically. 

“You do need a cap after all. I'll go find something. 

And disappeared again. 

“Why would I need a cap?” Grip wondered. 

“So that you’re less recognizeable?” Marek speculated. “Won’t 
hurt to wear one.” 


Lora caught up with them at the lower levels, in hallways that 

didn’t look even a tiny bit residential, and handed Grip a round 

shiny black cap. 

“Let me join you for this walk, actually,” Marek said, examining 
Lora intently. 


The hallways ended with a door, and, behind that door, a large 


TaIHH MOpXojIa He ye, YeM «pyGaxa-apeHb» H «IMpOrKO- 
YeK». 


— Hy maquo, — pemmaca pun. — A BbI Mue JOpory loKkaxerTe, 
a TO 4 6e3- 

— la MbI TeOa HM TPOBOAMM, WoOKa Aen Herycro... CnoKoiHet 
Oye. JIopa, MpOBOAMIN NapHa K BOpOHOBEIM? 

Bce Ta Ke KeHIMMHa 3allla B KOMHATY, OYTO BBDKA asa IpHria- 

IMe€HHA, HO TONIBKO YTOObI KPHTMYECKH OLALeTs I'puna. 

— Keka Te6e Bce-TakH HY KHa. A WOWy WoKa, MOMMY Yero. 

VY cHoBa CKpbUIacb. 

— 3aueM MHe KellKa? — He Il0Ham Ip. 

— Yro6bI He y3HaBamu? — mpepnonoxun Mapex. — JImmuet 
He 6yjfeT. 


Jlopa HarHala WX BHH3y, B KOpHyopax COBCeM ye COBCeM 

H@EKHWIOTO Bua, HM Bbigaa Ipuny Kpyruyo, wepHyyo, Omecra- 

Iyt0 Kellky IO/| cTaTb Wally. 

—Tlofijly-Ka 4 ToKe c BaMH, — CKa3aJI Mapex, H3y4alole TAA 
Ha JIopy. 


KopHfopbl 3aKOHUWIHCb ABepbi0, 3a KOTOPON Goat KOMIa- 
HHA ena ap6y3. 

—TIIpueem! 

— 3dpascmeytime! 

— J3mo oH? 

Mapek Moya KHBaJI HM, He 3aMefJIAACb, WoKa He MepeceK 
KaOHHET H OHH He OKa3asHCb B [PyIOM, KOPOTKOM Kopupope. A 
3a CleLyloMeH ABepbio yKe TeK IMPOKOH peKo NaccaKuporo- 


party ate a watermelon: 

“Hi!” 

“Hello!” 

“Ts it him?” 

Marek silently nodded at them without slowing down, until 
he crossed the room and led Grip to another, shorter hallway. 
Another door, and the passenger flow carried them away. 


In the carriage Grip stood overlooking an entire row of phones, 
and, suddenly, saw Thalia in one of them, and then both of them, 
giving a speech together. Some lame desert shots, a lizard, some 
girl skipping a jump rope, something’s driving away... His five 
seconds of fame. Grip turned his back to the phone owner, just 
in case. 


They left shortly after. Grip stared everywhere at once, and the 
more ads he saw, the less he understood Fist ads. Flashy, bright, 
memorable, they called for nothing and informed him of nothing. 
“A good night’s sleep”, or even just the green “this side” 

left him with absolutely nothing actionable. 


They’re finally outside. The fences here were shorter, protect- 
ing from curious stares, not from jumping over them. Smaller 
houses stood far away from each other. With a housing density so 
low, where did the people live? Must’ve been the cars? Absurdly 
low, they either stood still for long, or crawled so slowly, Grip just 
couldn’t see them as a threat. They were part of the landscape, 
flowing like a wide river, they were the real New Amsterdam. 


TOK. 


B Barone I'pull cToa Haji WebIM pAJOM TeePouoB, H BAPYT B 
OJJHOM H3 HHX yBH/eul Tayvi0, a HOTOM H HX OOOHX, OHH BMeCTe 
IpOHsHOCHH peyb. IloTOM ObLIM KakHe-TO O€CTONKOBEIe BHI 
TYCTIHH, AlepHa, KaKad-TO JeBouka MpblraeT Ha CKaKaikKe, 
YTO-TO Ky{a-TO effet... BOT Take MATb CeKYH, ciaBbl. I'pun, 
Ha BCAKHM ciydal, MOBepHyIcA K Bagenule TOTO Tenepoua 
CIMHOH. 


BEIM OHH MOUTH cpa3sy. [pun riasen 10 cTopoHaM uM 4eM 
Goble BAe PeKaMbI, TEM MeHBIe ee NOHMMal. bpocxas, 
apKad, 3all0MMHalolascs, OHa IPH ITOM HH O YeM He HADOpMH- 
poOBaJla H HH K YeMy He IIpH3bIBalla. «XOPOMO Moca, HH WaKe 
IpoctTo 3emeHoe «3Ta CTOPOHa» OCTABIANH MOMOKUTETLHOe 
BlevaTeHHe OT IPOCMOTpa, HO ObLIO PeMMTeIbHO HENOHATHO 
YTO, COOCTBEHHO, NO/| ITHM BlevaTIeHHeM jenarh. 


Vf BOT OHM CHapyRU. 3a60pbl cTamH NOHWKe, 3TH yKe OBI 
TaKHMH, YTOOEI He Tla3evH, a He YTOOBI Yepes HHX He IIpbirasu. 
TIpH3emMucrble JOMa elle H CTOAIM Ha OrPpOMHOM paccTOsHHH 
Upyl oT Apyra. A rae pH TakOH 3acTpoHKe KHIM NOAH? B 
MallMHax, pasBe To. JJO CMelHOTO HU3KHe, OHH TO MOJONTy 
CTOANIM, TO WIeIMCb TaK Me/VIeHHO, 4TO ‘pH MpocTo He Mor 
BOCIIPHHHMaTb HX KaK HeYTO OllacHoe. MaliMHel ObUIM YacTbIO 
NaHyWadta, Kak Wupokad peKa, MalMHbI u ObImH HoBbIM 
AMmcTepjjaMoM. 


TlemexojjaM Ke JJOCTAaBaIHCb Y3KHe TPOTyapBbl; y3KHe HaCTOIBKO, 


Pedestrians had to stay within narrow pavements; so narrow, 

that they waited in line for another street light: Marek in the 

front, Grip, then Lora. And Marek said, looking straight in front 

of him, barely audibly: 

“What’chu up to? 

“What, me, nothing,” her answer was much easier to make out 
for Grip. 

“Oh, come on. How long do we know each other for, a decade?” 

“Not continuously.” 


Green light came on and they crossed the road. But Marek 

stopped shortly after: 

“If you think I'll just let it slide, think again. What’s that under 
the coat? Give it to me.” 

Lora handed over some bright magazine. Marek yanked it from 

her hands, and she dutifully turned around to monitor the 

surroundings. 


The last one who Grip recognized from the cover art was himself. 
Also, Irakli Kosmovich wasn’t that old, Stalina Filantievna wasn’t 
that burly, Lisa and Maria didn’t look that much alike and, most 
of all, Thalia wasn’t such a monster. Skinny as a pole, she lost all 
fat, all the colour of her face and quite some teeth. Definitely the 
main villain of this comic book. 


“Look, ma, I’m on TV. Help,” Grip scratched his nose, befuddled. 
“Could I have a copy?” 

“Not finding a copy for you, that’d be unthinkable...” Marek 
finished skimming through the book. 


UTO Ha OYepeAHOM CBeTOOPe OHH TaK H CTOMIH [pyr 3a APyToM: 
Mapex, 3a HuM Ipum u JIopa. M Mapex, raya mpamo Mepen 
co6oH, eBa CJIBIINHO CKa3aIl: 

— TBI ¥e yqymama? 

— Aue, 1 Hu4e, — OTBeT JlopIT' puny ObUT CHBIMeH Kya Wye. 
— OW, Jabali He Haj{O. CKOJIbKO MbI 3HAKOMBI, JICCATb eT? 

— C MepeppiBamu. 


Saropevicd 3eJIeHBIM CBeT, H OHH MepellmH yruy. Ho BcKope 

Mapex OcTaHOBHIICA. 

—TbI flyMaelllb, 4 oT TeOa oTcTaHy? Uro Tam Noy, KypTKOH? 
Tloxa3bipai. 

Jlopa HeOXOTHO IIpOTAHya eMY KaKOH-TO APKHH KypHas. 

Mapex pe3KHM /IBYOKeHHeM BBIXBaTHJI efO MH Havas IMCTATB, a 

Jlopa cTapaTeyIbHO CMOTpelia 110 cTOpoHaM. 


Tocneyquum I'pum y3Ham Ha oOmoxKe ce6s. HW Boome, He Tak 
crap 6pu1 WUpaxnui Kocmopyy, He Tak IWiewucra CTamqHHa 
@yylaHTbeBHa, He TaK WOXOKA Apyr Ha Apyra JIusa c Mapue, 
WM WX TOWHO He Tak crpaliHa Tama. Xyjjad Kak CMepTs, Kya 
Oomee OneqHad U Ge33y6ad, YeM BO TWIOTH, OHA TOUHO ObINAa 
TlaBHBIM 310eeM ITOO KOMHKCA. 


—Mama, 4 B Temespu30pe. Ilomorute, — B COBepIIeHHOM 
3aMellaTeybcTBe Tep HepeHocutly Tpum. — A MOKHO MHe 
9K3@MIUIAPUHK? 

—Kak Ke, uToObl TeGe He Halllencd 3K3eMIMAPUHK... — 
JOJIMcTayl KOMHKC Mapek. 

— ATO 4TO 3TO MbI BTOcTH 6e3 TofapKa? 


“Because, what guests would we be, without a present?” 

“Where did you find it so quickly? Maksimka?” 

“Took it from Maksimka...” Lora confirmed. 

“Laura Remsovna!” Marek raised his voice. “Took a comic book 
froma kid. Now you chase another one for profit.” 

“What profit? I’m penniless.” 

“Admit it, you wanted him to sign it.” 

Grip covered his face with both hands and let out a silent scream. 

“OK, so, we’re confiscating the evidence,” Marek waited for Grip 
to look at him again and continued in a secretive voice. “But I 
can’t escort with my hands full, so Grip will be the one to carry 
it. Not lose it somewhere, not ruin it somehow, and hand it back 
to me this very evening. Deal?” 

“Will do!” 

“And you, we'll have a word with you later. 

Now it was Grip’s turn to skim through the comic book: 

“Can we ask this Maksimka guy where to find one?” 

“Can't buy one here.” 

“But where? Where can I buy one?” 

“Fed. It’s our doing,” Marek resumed walking. “Hold on to this 
one for now, and ask your boss later.” 

“Oh the horror,” Grip was catching up with him, eyes on the cover 
art. “I'll write- I'll write everything, I'll write to partcom, I'll 
write to plancom, I'll write everywhere...” 


Just a couple of houses later Marek turned right and opened the 
gate. They went up the porch and Martin Aleksandrovich opened 
the door almost right away, in a flower-patterned apron and his 


— Thi rye ero Woctama Tak 6bIcTpo? Y MaKcHMKu? 

— Y MakcyMkH B3aJla... — opTBepzua JIopa. 

—Jlaypa Pamcopna! — oruexaHun Mapex. — Oro6paza 
KOMHKC y peOeHKa. XOMIIb Tellepb 3a APyrHM C WeNb10 
HaKUBbI-— 

— Kakoi H@KMBBI? 5 Tou KaK COKOI. 

—-—IIpusnaiica, xoTema, YTOObI OH NO/MIHCal. 

[put 3aKpbUI HI{0 O6€MMH pyKaMH H Oe33By4HO KpHyall. 

— 3HaUHT Tak, ITY YIHKY MBI y TeOd peKBu3Hpyem, — Mapek 
NOAOK Aa, WOKa [pu CHoBa He BSI JIAHET Ha HETO, H 3arOBOp- 
IMMYeCKH TposOKH, — TOKO Ip cOmposoxKyeHHv MHe 
HejIb3 HHYETO HECTH B PyKax, TaK YTO HeCTH ee OyeT put. 
Hurye He 3a6yyeT, HHKakK He HCHOPTHT, H yKe CerOMHA 2Ke 
BeyepoM CacT MHe Ha XpaHeune. JIOroBopHHch? 

— bye cyenaxo! 

— AC TOOOH MBI elle MOrOBOpuM. 

Temepb [pHi 3a4apoBaHHo JIMCTaJI KOMAKC: 

— A MOxkKHO y MaKcHMEH y3HaTB, OTKY/[a TakHe GepyTca? 

— TYT TbI TaKOro He KyNHILB. 

— Arye? Ife Tako Ky MMII 

— Tak 9TO Halll Ke, — Mapex 3allara Janbute. — Iloxa aTOT 
TO/{ePKH, a TAM IOTOM y HavasIbHuKa CBOeTO CHIPOCH. 

— Kako pxac, — pull JOroHan ero, He OTphIBad B3TIAa OT 
OONOKKH. — fl HalMUly, A TaKOTO HalMMly, H B WapTKOM 
HaIIMIy, H B IWIaHKOM HallHlly, 4 BAM BCeM Halluuly... 


Bcero Mapy JOMoB ciycTa Mapek cBepHyiI HallpaBo, OTKPBIB 6e3 
IIpuryallenud KasIMTKy. OHH MepeceKJIH JyKaKy H NO/HAIMCb 


hand in flour raised to the side unnaturally: 

“Pertsev! And you- oh, hello,” he addressed Grip now. 

Grip waived him hello with the comic book: 

“Star duo! Reunion! Have you ordered one?” 

“Thalia!” he turned to the side to shout. “You've got guests! Come 
in, come-” 

“No-no, we're just escorting Grip, we’re-” Marek shook his head. 

“Oh yeah? Are you abandoning me?” Grip stared at him. “Such 
an invaluable expert? Surrounded by enemies?” 

“To be torn apart by a defector and a terrorist,” Martin Aleksan- 
drovich echoed him. “Tal!” 

“Tell them the kids are free now”, Grip instructed them and 
entered the house. 

“Hang it here,” Martin showed him a flimsy hook and closed the 
door. 

“Would it hold—” Grip had doubts about that hook. 

“Fiona, we have a guest!” Martin left him behind. 

Grip’s shoulders hurt, walking without the coat was inconve- 

nient. He left the coat standing in the corner and hurried to 

catch up with the host of another castle. Grip didn’t feel ready 

for indoors running. 


Martin Aleksandrovich awaited him in another two-storey hall: 

“Allow me to introduce you to Fiona, my spouse and Thalia’s 
mother.” 

He gestured towards a slender white figure gracing a side-table 

with her presence, sipping from a tiny cup with painfully preten- 

tious elegance. But it wasn’t her inhumanely straight back or her 


Ha KpbUIbIO. MapTHH AleKcaHpOBHY OTKPbUI ABepb IpakTH4e- 

CKH cpa3y, B PapTyKe C UBeTOUKAaMH, OHA pyKa B MyKe Hevlel0 

OTCTaB/eHa B CTOPOHY: 

—Tlepues! A THI— a, 3{paBcTByH, — oOpaTuuca on yxKe KI'puny. 

[pul MOMaxaJI BMeCTO IPHBETCTBHA KYPHAIOM: 

— BoccoeqvHenne 3Be3 HOF AysTa. 3aKa3bIBalH? 

— Tampxa! — nopepxysca MapTuu AmekcaHyposny, — K Te6e 
rocru! IIpoxogute, npoxozutTe— 

—He-ne, HaM uero, MBI TOKO puna WpHBeH... — cTal 
OTHeKHBaTBCA Mapex. 

— AX TaK? bpocaere? — Bo33puuicd Ha Hero pun. — B cTaHe 
Bpara? Takoro WeHHOrO Kappa? 

—Ha pacrep3anne lepebexuHky HM TeppopHcTKe, — BTOpHII 
emy Maptuu AmexkcaHyposny. — TazbKa! 

—Tlepejalire Tam 3THM, YTO demu yKe Cce0b00HbI, — HallyT- 
cTBOBalI put, 3aX0JA BHYTPb. 

— Bor cioffa Topecb, — moKa3ail emy MapTuH AmeKcaHypoBHy, 
3aKPbIBasd JBepb. 

— A BBIJepyKHT? — C COMHeHHeM YTOUHHI Tp. 

— ®uona, y Hac 2zocmb! — Tpesympexsal yKe OTKya-TO 43 
TyOHHEI JOMa MapTuu AmeKcaHapoBHy. 

TlieuH HBUIM, XOAMTS 6e3 Walla ObVIO Hey06HO. I'pun Koe-Kak 

NOCTAaBH Wall] B yrON H 3alllaral JOTOHATS XO3dHHa O4eped- 

HOTO 3aMKa. beraTb B MOMeIeHHH OH M0Ka IpocTo 6ossIcs. 


Mapruu AvleKcaHapoBHy MospKH all eo B elle OHOM JBYX9TaK- 
HOM 3aJle: 
—TIT03¢0Nb MHe npedcmagumb me6bAa Buove, Moell cynpyee u 


pompous hair that stumped Grip. It was the long white dress that 
left no room for doubt. Fists or feds, the cultural code was clear. 
This woman was getting married today. 


‘Fiona, this is Grip, Tal’s latest partner in crime.” 

“Nice to meet you,” the well-drilled phrase rolled off his tongue, 
and only then Grip’s brain caught up with Martin’s introduction. 
And blanked out. Hard. 

“Nice to meet you too, young man.” 

She lowered the cup and gave him a debilitatingly judgmental 

stare... and kept it lowered, awaiting whatever the etiquette 

prescribed Grip to do next? Well, tough luck, because at the 
moment a deer in the headlights would’ve been a more capable 
conversationalist. 


The stalemate was resolved in a few seconds as light steps 
approached them hastily, providing Grip an excuse to avert his 
eyes towards— they’ve got a spiral? staircase?? smack in the 
middle of the room??? —a smaller slender white-dress-toting 
figure gliding down the stairs with graceful toework only 
possible on low gravity planets. 


“Thalia, dear, you have a guest. Please, greet him like a true lady 
you are.” 

Ayounger bride, who just reached the floor, ceremonially bowed 

at Grip: 

“Pleased to meet you,” she greeted him melodically. 

‘Tm not gonna marry your daughter,” Grip said out loud, further 
cementing his inferiority to the proverbial deer when it comes to 


Mamepu Tanuu. 

OH IIpoTaHyI pyKy B CTOPOHY H3AIHOH, TOHKOM uTypHI, 
ykpallaBleH CBOHMM IIpHCyTCTBHeM YYIOMOK, Tye ona C 
Oome3HeHHO-IIpeTeHIMO3HON 3leTaHTHOCTbIO NOTATHBaNa Kode 
M3 MaJIOCeHBKOH Kpyxeuku. Ho Balan B ocayoK Ipum He 
OT ee HeYeOBeYeCKH MPAMOHM CIMHI U He OT ee MOMMe3HOH 
IIpH4eCKH, a OT OeNOFO IaTbA B Wo. COMHEHHH OBITS He MOTIIO, 
KylaKH WIM efepalibl, TYT KyBTYPHBIM Kop, Ob eNHH. ITa 
KEHINMHA CelOHA BEIXOJHT 3aMyK. 


— ®uona, 9mo Ipun, nocnedxuti TanbKux nodenwxuK. 

—Pad 3Hakomcmey, — ByonONeHHad TofamMu y4ebEI pasa 
CKaTWlacb C A3bIKa, a 3a HeH — mycTora. Co3HaHue I'puna 
AOWUIO 10 CHOBa «MOebHUK» Hi B3AJIO BLIHYKMeHHY!0 Nay3y. 

— I[puamuo no3Hakomumoca, HOU. 

OHa OMycTWla uallleuky H CMepHya ero OCyKMaIONMM Jo 

TIYOHHEI AYU BSIAOM, OK Aas... Yero TaM JaNblle Ipemn- 

CbIBal STHKeT? Ja NOOOKy, Yero ObI OH TAM He MpegMMchIBal. 

BprHecu ceituac MapTuu AmeKcaH/{poBHy 3 KYXHH pbIOy, OHa 4 

TO OBI TyuMe NOAMepxKaa pasroBop. 


HecKOJIbKHMH CeKYHaMH 103)Ke H3 TYMMKa CHTyalH10 BbIBeIH 
TIpHOWKawMMecd JlerKHe Waru, upesoctasuBuue [puny 
MOBO, WepeBecTH B3Iaf] Ha- Y HHX TYT 4TO, BHHTOBasA? 
MecTHUa?? IpAMO WoOcpeqH KOMHAaTEI??? —elle OFHY MUrypKy 
B GeJIOM IWlaTbe, HO MOMeHBILe, IIaBHO CKOJIb3HBLLY!0 BHH3 110 
jecTHue, NepeOupad HOraMH Tak JIOBKO, YTO Ha MWlaHeTax C 
TpaBuTalHel MOGOMbIe ITO ObIIO ObI MPOCTO HEMBICIMMO. 


rhetorical prowess. And then, as everyone was processing that, 
topped it off with a: “Blink twice if you were tortured.” 


“Excuse me?!” Fiona blushed in shock so utter, her cup has 
slightly tilted sideways. 

But Grip didn’t even look her way, as Thalia was almost there, 

whether it was to rescue or murder him on the spot. It wasn’t 
clear from her facial expression, OK? 


“‘He’s joking, mummy,” Thalia yanked his hand so hard, she 
basically sent him flying her way. “Let’s go” she cooed tenderly 
as he focused on not being dragged on the floor, but rather 
following her at his own will. 


Upstairs, Thalia stopped and stared at Grip, fuming. He expected 

the familiar hissing, but she spoke clearly, quickly and quietly: 

“Never— you hear me— never discuss in front of my mom whom I 
should marry! Or shouldn’t! Understood?” 

“Yeah-yeah, I get it,” Grip nodded, disoriented. 

“And what's that thing?” she turned to the comic book. “Oh no.” 

“Oh yeah,” Grip grinned, handing it to her. 

“Ohno,” she echoed herself, but took the comic book and headed 
toa room. 


Grip has stopped at the door involuntarily to scan the room. A 
giant bed in the centre of it, as if to sleep across it. Everything 
is white, save for a tiny black backpack under the window. The 
room was in perfect order, maybe everything was in that wall- 
sized wardrobe? One could even call the interior spartan and 


—Tanua, dopoeywa, y me6n 2ocmb. IIonpueemcmeyii e20, KaK 
UCMUHHAA NedUu. 

HepecTa MOMONIOKe, yKe CTYNMBIMad ObVIO Ha HHUMIHYI0 

IIpAMy10, epeMOHHAIbHO NOKIOHMMaCcb puny: 

— Pada ecmpeve, — MenloJM4HO Iposleletasa OHA. 

— 4 He 6ydy 3eHUMbCA Ha Balwueil dovepu, — OpakHyn I'pun. 
byb 37fecb Ta pbiOa, Oa ObI MOA OTMasIa eMy MocmemqHee 
MECTO B KaTeTOPHH «MIVIOMATHA», HO I'pul Ha JOCTHTHYTOM 
He ocTaHoBuNIcad. — Mopenu dea pasa, ecnu me6A Noimanu. 

— Ipocmume?! — Ovona HasIMBallach KpacKol OT HOTpaAceHuA 
CTOJb rMYOOKOLO, 4TO YallleuKa B ee PyKe HaKPeHHIACE. 

Ho [pul rages He Ha Hee, a Ha MOUTH HacTHriyto ero TamH10; 

TO JIM YTOOBI eTO CIaCTH, TO 1M UTOOLI IpHOUTS Ha MecTe. Tam 10 

JIMMY He OWeHS ObVIO MOHATHO, OKel? 


— Ox wymum, MameHbKa, — TaJIMa Tak pesko JepHyna [puna 
3a pyKy, 4TO OH TomeTen Ha Hee. — Iotidem, notidem, — 
BOPKOBaJla OHA BCe TeM \Ke HEKHBIM TOOCOM, ToKa Tpun 
TIBITAJICA He BOMOUMTSCA, HO JOOPOBOJHO HATH 3a Hel K 
jlecTHHLe. 


B KopHgope HaBepxy Tala OcTaHOBHNacb H BOJIKOM Tyayena 

Ha I'puma. OH OKHal MPHBLTYHOTO WMMeHHA, HO BMeCTO OHA 

3alOBOpHla OBICTPO, THXO H YeTKO: 

— HAKOr sa, CIBIMIMIMb— HUKOTa He OOcyKAal IpH Moe Mame 
3a KOTO MHe BBIXOAHTb 3aMyx! Vi we Barxoguts! Mona? 

— TIoHAJ-IOHAN, — pacTepsHHo KuBat I'pun. 

— A9To elle YTO? — lepeBeyla OHa B3IVA]] Ha KOMHKC B eF0 pyKe. 


ascetic, if it weren’t for the statues. Four life-sized statues in one 

room, one for each corner, that was an overkill. 

“And... This...” 

“Don’t mind it,” Thalia plopped on the bed with the comic book 
in her hands. “Mummy's ideas on style— status —are stuck in the 
twenty-second century or something.” 


Grip was already fighting her for control of the page-turning. 

“They really did you dirty...” 

“Uh. Whatever. That’s an... established image by now.” 

The very first page: somebody in black uniform is taking him 

from the classroom, right from the lizard lesson and Maria 

Stepanovna, drawn funny— 

“Was it really like this?” 

“Almost, really,” Grip shrugged. 

—by the end of the second page they’re on Arkadia, giving the 

speech; and on the third one he rises up from a shiny teleport, 

handing everyone instructions left and right. 

“Hey!” 

“Wait, you wanted them to draw you unconscious?” Thalia had 
the fun of her life. “Or a rustier teleport?” 

“No, why am I commanding everyone?” 

“Eh, big deal, they’re getting slightly ahead of themselves,” she 
mocked him. 

“And why in the world I’m in school uniform? 

“ Ow. » 

“At least you're in shorts!” 

The very idea of walking around the base in school uniform made 


— Hy He-er. 

— Hy fa, — pacupen ['pun, 1poTaruBas eH KOMHKC. 

—Hy He-eT, — 9X0M OTO3BallaCb OHa, HO KOMMKC 3a6pana u 
3allarasla B KOMHATY, Pasl A bIBAA OOOKKY. 


[pul WoHeBONe IPHTOPMO3HII, H3y4at KOMHAaTy. OrpomHad 
KpoBaTb 10 WeHTpy, GyATO MomepeK cnaTb. Bce Gen0e, TOMKO 
YePHEIM PIOK3a40K IO, OKHOM. Kpome Hero BooOme HuYerO 
He JI@KHT Ha BY, HaBepHoe BCe B WkKady, 3aHHMaBIleM 
BCIO CTeHY, H BOOOMe OOCTAaHOBKY MOKHO OBO ObI Ha3BaTb 
CIlapTaHCKH-acKeTHYHON, eciH ObI He cTaTyH. Uersrpe GenbIe 
cTaTyH B YeOBeYeCKHH POCT Ha OAHY KOMHATY, 10 OHO B 
K@KOM yrily — 3TO Tepedop. 
—A... TO... 
— He o6pamjali BHuMaHua, — Tasima IOXHy1aCcb Ha KpOBaTb C 
KOMHKCOM B pyKax. — MaMeHbKHHO 4YBCTBO BKyCa— cTaTyca 
—3aCTpaI0 BeKe TaK B J[Ba/[jaTb BTOPOM. 


[puta Wouro yroBapHBaTb He HajlO ObLI0, OH YKe MpHcTpan- 
BaJICd YATATb KOMUKC B YeThIPe PYKH. 

— )KecTOKO OHH TeO4... 

Pa0OM C OpHIMHaJIOM KapHKaTypa BBITIagjelta ele MeHee 
NOxOxKeH. 

— Ja Naj{HO. ITO yKe 3TOT... CHOKHBINMHCHA OOpas. 

Ha lepBoli cTpaHulle HeKTO B POpMe 3aOupall ero IpAMoO C ypoKa 
alepHHOro, Ha ra3ax y yQMBNeHHOH Mapu CTelaHoBHtl, 
3a6aBHO IIpopHcoBaHHoH— 

— Tak u 6510? — yTouHHma Tanna. 


him sweat, and they haven’t yet reached the page where he put 
on a spacesuit on top of it to walk to the middle of the desert to 
chat with lizards. The comic book really skimped on sandwriting. 
By the time they got to the only panel where he wrote in the sand 
with his right hand, and kept Thalia away from the discussion 
with his left hand, Grip gave up on articulating his complaints 
and just groaned with disappointment. 


Whoever drew that comic book, they knew everything that 
happened at the base, and then decided to draw something else 
entirely. At the same time, they clearly had no idea of what was 
happening in the dome — the comic book didn’t as much as 
hint at the existence of the dome. After his triumphant return 
(‘There will be a second meeting!”) Grip stopped Thalia from 
starting anew and eagerly read the publication data. 


Author: A. Ya. Sergiyuk. Illustrator: I. Ya. Sergiyuk. 
What are they, sisters? 
They read the comic book again, studying every corner of it. 


“Lame.” 

“Yeah.” 

“Listen, have you already? Read all your laws?” 

“Do I look like an idiot?’ 

“Erm, how should L-” 

“Don't test me, immortal. There, the comms were down. Here, 
I’ve got lawyers.” 

“Makes sense. And what do they say?” 


— Ja Mourn Tak, 10 cyTH, — oTMaxHylica ‘put. 

Ko BTopo crpaHuie OHH yKe BMeCTe Ha ApKajHH, TOMKal0T 

peub, a Ha TpeTbeH OH C MPOTAHYTOM pyKOH BbIesal u3 

CHAOMerO Telenopta, pa3sqjaBad BCeM YKa3aHHA HallpaBo Hu 

HaJleBo. 

—9?! 

—A 470, Hajlo ObUI0 TeOa 6e3 CO3HAHHA PHCOBaTb? — BecesIH- 
Tach Tanua. — Vu TemenopT CIMINKOM KpacHBBIit? 

— Her, vero 4 y HAX pacKOMaHOBaJIca? 

— Hy noyymaeliis, 3a6@KaIM UyTb-4yTb Blepey, — u3qeBasacb 
OHA. 

—Vc Kakoro nepenyra 4 B dope? 

— Ox. 

— TBI-TO XoTA 651 B MopTax! 

OT O/{HOH MBICIH XOJUTS 10 6a3e B IMKOMBHON dopMe Opocalio B 

TOT, a 9TO OHH elife He JOMIIH 0 TOF, Kak pull HaTAHYI Ha Hee 

ckadaHp H Mollepcs B 3TOM BCeM BeMHKOMeNHH PaslOBapHBaTb 

C diljepulaMu Ha MecKe NOcpeyH NyCTBIHH. COOCTBEHHO, pasrOBo- 

paM Ha MecKe KOMHKC BHHMaHHd NOUTH He yen. JoopaBiivch 

JO TOM e2MHCTBEHHOM, XOTb H OOMbINON MaHewH, rye OH OHOM 

pyKOH nMcas, a Apyrou oTTecHam Tamu, YTOOBI OHa He Jesya 

B pasrosop, [pH yxe He apTHKyMpOBal KOHKPeTHEIe NpeTeH- 

3HH, a MpOCcTo Heroplytolje CTOHAM. 


Kro 6bI HH PHCOBall KOMMKC, OTIMYHO 3Hal BCe, YTO MPOHc- 
XOJIHI0 Ha 6a3e€, H OCO3HAHHO pellM/ PHCOBATb BMeCTO 3TOTO 
uro-To cBoe. Ho pv 9TOM OH BPA, JIM HMel XOTb Masleiilee 
TOHATHE O TOM, YTO IPOWCXO/MNIO B KyMOe — M3 KOMMKCa 


“Same old. If they want to, they’ll convict me. That’s how it goes 
here, whoever has—” 

“A cooler story?” Grip nodded towards the comic book. 

“More expensive lawyers. And the popular opinion—” 

“Oh, Isaw a crowd who wants to either jail or free me-” 

“Well, duh! First they need to jail you to free you,” she laughed. 

“Yeah, they haven’t exactly made up their minds yet,” Grip snick- 
ered as well. “On one hand, they’re angry that I’ve closed the 
planet they” 

“Hey! How about me?” Thalia laughed out loud. 

“And you’re free, my dear.” 

“We'll see. In issue four. Who closed the planet. A komsomolets- 
pioneer? Or a Fist spy?” she prodded the cover, fighting laugh- 
ter. “Tell them to go on. Keep drawing.” 

“Or what?” Grip snorted. “You’re gonna come for them? Through 
the gap under their door? 

“Who do you think I am, Mit’ka?” 

“Who?” 

“Infiltra...teur?” Thalia made up a new word. “Another one of 
your open agents.” 

“I don’t know any. I know one injiltrateur, but he stayed on 
Epsilon Indi 3.” 

“Never mind.” 

“Oh, I won't. I'll be like your crowd. Not a single thought.” 

“They don’t know a thing. Nothing has been officially announced 
yet, but the entire planet thinks we’ve closed the planet so that 
we don’t put lizards into their heads.” 


BOOOMe HHKAK He CefOBaN0, YTO ObIM KaKOH-To Kynon. Iocme 
CBOelO TPHYMabHOTO BOSBpall|eHHA («BTOPOMy KOHTaKTY — 
6zITH!»), [pum He an Tanuu cpasy MepemucTHyTb oOpaTHo, 4 
\KaJJHO UTA BHIXOJHbIe JaHHEIe. 


Aptop: A. A. Ceprutox. Unmocrpatop: UV. A. Ceprutox. 
KTo 3T0? CecTphI OHH, 4TO JH? 


OHH MpOMHcTamM KOMHKC elle pa3, BCMaTpHBadCh B KK BIN 
YTOJIOK. 


— Hy u ype. 

— Mya. 

— Caymai, a Th yxKe? Bce cBOw 3aKOHBI Ipountaa? 

— 4TO, Ha JypouKy moxoxKa?— 

— —J99, Kak 6bI Te6e— 

—He HCcmBpITEIBal MeHa, O€CCMepTHBI. ITO A TaM 6e3 CBA3 
YuTasa, a TYT WyCTb aBOKaThI YHTAIOT. 

— Pasymuo. i kak OHH? 

— JJa Tak Ke. 3axoTaT — OOBMHAT. Y Hac TYT TaK, y KOrO— 

— Uctopua cKnayHei? — KMBHYyII I'puil Ha KOMHKC. 

— AyBoxatTsI Jopoxe. Hy 4 obmlecTBeHHoe MHeHHe— 

— 0, 4 TYT BHJen TOMMY, KOTOpad MeHA TO MM WOcasHTS, TO JIM 
OCBOOOJMT XOueT— 

—Hy ja! CHayama Ke Hao TOcaqHTb, YTOOLI OCBOOOUTb, — 
CMesylacb OHA. 

—TaM OHH 4TO-TO ellje He OpeyenHIHCb, — XMXHKall H I'pun. 
— C OfHOH CTOPOHBI OHH HeJOBOMbHEI, YTO OHH TaHeTy 


“A-a-a, how do they imagine that?” 

“Badly.” 

“That I can see! My statue with a lizard is turning into...” Grip 
flailed his arms. 


“How long since you’ve been printed?” 

“Just now. Waited for seventy hours. Glad that they did print me 
after all.” 

“Nah, they haven’t stooped that low yet. Don’t worry. You’llcome 
back. No matter what you do. How’s your mom? 

“I don’t know.” 

“Wait,” she stopped laughing. “They didn’t give you a phone?” 

“They didn't.” 

“Have you asked for one?” 

“No. What would I write her anyway? Mom, I’ve got a tribunal 
in—” 

“Tve got a tribunal” 

“I don’t think she’s well versed in that. So, what do Ineed a phone 
for? You're the only one I know.” 


“Now I also want one-,” she tapped the comic book. 

“My signature?” Grip laughed. 

“What? A comic book. You’re not giving me that one, are you?” 
“No, that’s evidence,” Grip stretched out the words, well-pleased. 
“What are you talking—” 

“These folks who escorted me here...” 

“Guards?” 

“Maybe?” 


CTapasIHCcb, OTKPbIBAJIH, a A 3aKPbUI— 

— 9H, a 1? — xoxotayia Tamtua. — A Kak Ke 4? 

— A TbI cBo6oHa, Foporas. 

—Hy mocmotpum, lmocmorpym. B yerTBepTom BbiltycKe. KTo 
TulaHeTy 3aKpbui. KomMcomoylel-MoHep? Uw mnmvoHKa- 
Kymayuka? — TbIKayla OHa TayIbIleM CKBO3b CMex. — TBI 
TaM Hepeyait HM, YTOOLI He OCTAaHaBMBaIHCb, PHCOBaIIH 
Tasibe— 

—A To 47To? — mppicuyn T'pun. — Thi 4 40 HX WObepembca? 
Yepes OKOHHY10 IeyIb Ipoeselib? 

— 9TO He KO MHe, 3TO K MutTbke Balllemy. 

—K xomy? 

— IIpoHHKHO...BeHIy? — IpHyyMasla HoBoe cioBo Tamua. — 
TOKe OTKPBITEIM areHr. 

—He 3nHaio0 Takoro. OZHOTO 3Hal0 IPOHHKHOBeHIa, HO OH Ha 
SICHIION Tay 3 ocTazca. 

— Jla He OepH B romoBy. 

— He 6yy, 6yfy Kak Toma Balla, C IyCTOH XOMUTb. 

— la OHM H He 3Hal0T TONKOM HuUerO. Emje HHYeTO OMUIMaNbHO 
He OObABIIANIN, HO BCA IlaHeTa yKe B KypCe, YTO MBI 3aKPBIH 
TWIaHeTY, YTOOBI He MOACaKMBATS AWeEPHL B TOOBEL JOLAM. 

— A-a-a, KaK OHH 3TO ce6e IpeycTaBA10T? 

—IIn10xo. 

—SI BWKY, UTO MI0xo! Mow MaMATHHK Cc AMepHuet Ha Weve 
IpeppawjaeTcs B... — Maxall pykamu [put 


—A Te6s JaBHO HallevaTasH? 
— TombKO uTO. CeMBeCAT YacoB Ka. CiacH60, YTO BOOoINe 


“Short, heavy-footed—” 

“Yeah-yeah, got one from their son? Maybe. And now it’s one’s 
evidence against the other.” 

“What?” 

“You thought Iwas joking? About the signature? Some Maksimka 
guy, he had this—” 

“Which Maksimka, Tereschenko”” 

“How would I know? A gal took it from some Maksimka and 
wanted me to sign it.” 

“So what?” 

“I don’t know, some devious plan. But she hid it from the other 
one, I don’t know who he is, a husband or a brother.” 

“Ah! You’re federates. Now I get it.” 

“OK, you get it — you tell it.” 

“Maksimka Tereschenko is the ambassador’s son—” 

“And these two are his guards?” 

“Uh, no, just, guards,” Thalia blinked. “Wanted you to sign it for 
extra value.” 

“Why are they short then?” 

“What do you mean, why?” she giggled. “What if Svobodin 
arrives? And they’re taller than he. And Tereschenko isn’t 
exactly tall either.” 

“Do they offer third hand attachments here?” Grip asked from 
behind a double facepalm. “I’m running out of them hands. 
Maybe the comic writers could draw me an extra one. So, 
they’re shortening people? Just for—” 

“Ew! Gross! No. I don’t think so. Is there a shortage of short 


pacieyarTamu. 

— He, Tak HH3KO OHH elle He amu. Tak 4TO THI He TepexkKuBait. 
Tlomovi BepHemtbca. UT ObI THI He esa. Kak TaM TBOA MaMa? 

— He sna. 

—Te6e To, Teeou He Jas? — TepecTaa CMeATBCA OHA. 

— Her. 

—A TBI Ipocu? 

— Her. A uTo « eli Hamumy? Mam, y MeHa Yepes3 TpH 4aca TpHby- 
Hall, O-— 

— Tpu6yna y MeHa— 

—-ne /lyMaio, 4TO MOd Mama pa3Oupaetca. HM 3auem MHe 
Tenepou? A TYT TOMbKO TeOs 3Hal0. 


— I Tellepb Toe XOUy—, — TKHYJIa OHa MasibljeM B KOMHKC. 

— Mow nogmch? — cmeauica I'pun. 

—UtTo? Komukc. Thi Ke MHE ITOT He OTJalllb? 

— 9TO Ke yIMKa — JOBOJILHO IpoTaAnyA T'pun. 

— Kakas elle ymka? 

— Pe6sTa, KOTOpble MeHA Clopla IIpHBeNH... 

— OxpaHHHkH? 

— Hapepuoe? 

— Hu3xue, 1oxoyKa TsKellas— 

— JJa-fa-ya. ['ye-To y cbtga? CBoero 9To Hamu. MV 3To ynuKa 
Tellepb, O/[HOTO IPOTHB BTOPOro. 

—Yero? 

—S po nognuch uto? IIpocro Tak mytui? Kakol-ro 
Makcumxa, y Hero Obi ITOT— 

— Kako Makcuxa, TepellleHKo? 


people or what?” 
“Hmm. » 


“Nah, you don’t need a third hand, I bet they don’t know what to 
do with you and your existing ones,” Thalia gloated. 

“You'll kill me, eat me and drink the blood,” Grip laughed. “Just 
be careful with the stains, you know, a white dress. Why do you 
think yow’re so slender? No pioneer meat—” 

“Come on, that’s not heroic. Just look at this handsome hero. A 
handsome hero like this could only die for the noblest of the 
causes,” Thalia tried to suppress laughter. 

“My handsome hero dies in act three anyway! Without any cause 
whatsoever. OK, with a cause, but from stupidity. This way 
would actually be more heroic. After all, slain by the hand of 
my mortal enemy—” 

“Mortal enemy?” she either got offended or pretended to. 
“Mortal enemy, you say? Come here, and I'll show you—” 

“Hey— hey! Can true ladies— behave like this?” Grip dodged a 
slap, laughing. “Is it even legal?” 

“Time for dinner, true lady,” Martin smiled at them from the 
hallway. 

“Do you feed gentlemen in this house?” 

“You bet. You don’t even imagine how little do these two peck.” 

“Have you tried loosening their dresses?” 

“No loosening of dresses in this house,” he joked before disap- 
pearing. 

“Can I leave the book here?” 


“Oh, sure,” Thalia adjusted her dress. “Don’t give mummy 


— OTKyfla MHe 3HaTb? Y Kakoro-TO MaKcuMKu OapbiliHs B3As1a 
9TOT KOMHKC H XOTesa MOH MO/IHC. 

—Wuro? 

— SI He 3Hal0, XHTPbIM IaH KaKoH-TO. Ho oT BToporo IpsTasia, 
He 3Hal0, KTO OH elf: MYK, OpaT— 

— A! Banx deyepartul. 1 MOHANIA. 

— Hy pacckaxy, pa3 NOH. 

— Makcumxa TepelljeHko — 3TO MOCOMBCKHH CBIHOUeK— 

— A 9TH peOsaTa — ero OXpaHHUkH? 

— Her, mpocto oxpaHHuKH, — loTepstacb Tanua. — XoTeu 
NOMMMCaTh HM BEITOAHO Nposats. 

—A llo¥emy OHH Tora HU3KHe? 

—B cmpicile, toweMy HU3KHe? — BecesWacb OHa. — A BApyr 
CBo6o0qHH IpvezeT? A TYT OHH Bbille Hero. M TepemeHKo 
TOKE HEBENHKOTO pocta. 

—V Bac TYT TpeTbiO PyKy HevIb3d HuTye WpHyetath? — 
cipammpan pun, 3aKpbiBad WHO Ke O6€HMU PyKaMH. — 
He xsataeT. IIycTb B KOMHKCe MHE TpeTbI0 PyKy HapHcywWr... 
OHM CHelHasIbHO UX YMeHbINawT? UTobbI— 

—@y! Her! He zymato. Mayo uTo 1M HU3KHX Jose 3axoueT 
Takyt0 paooty? 

— Xm. 


— He Hajlo Te6e TpeTbW0 pyKy, CIOPHM, OHH TaM H 6e3 TpeTbet 
PYKH He 3Hal0T, 4TO C TOGO AeaTb, — 3lopaqHo Mpopol- 
Kua Tass. 

— YObelIb MeHA, CbeIIb H KPOBb BEIMbEIMIb, — cMesca pun. 
— TOKO Ha IlaTbe Gere He KallHH. ITO THI WOUeMy Takast 


reasons to worry about.” 


At the dinner table, Grip kept a low profile at first, discreetly 
observing Thalia and Fiona, and then decided to go for it. Why 
not play this game? Back? Straight. Face? Bland. Attention? 
To the others. Smile? Stretch it, stretch it, stretch some more. 
Stares from Thalia? Ignore. Now if he could only recall every 
single posh word he’s ever heard... 


Martin Aleksandrovich waltzed out of the kitchen with a large 
tray and circled the table. Grip was pleased to notice the host 
do the exact same thing he was doing for the last half a minute: 
glancing at their straight backs and raised chins, listening to the 
ringing silence and, in general, trying to discreetly guess what 
kind of game are they playing today. Except that Martin gave up 
in the end and just sat down to eat. 

“Bon appétit,” Fiona announced, and the system set into motion. 
Grip stayed as silent as Thalia was, mirrored her grip on the fork 
and just had fun in general. Martin Aleksandrovich gave them 
one last confused look and focused on his food. 


“Doctor Behring called,” Fiona struck up a conversation. “Said 
you missed every single check-up this year.” 

“Mummy!” Thalia hissed the way Grip was so used to by now, 
without changing her benign pose a single bit. “Where are your 
manners? Just send him the scan, you just happen to be in 
possession of a fresh one.” 

“My dear, this isn’t just about a scan! I had high hopes for him 
talking a modicum of sense into you in regard to all this nasti- 


xyjjaad ObuIa? ITO 6e3 MACKa NMOHepcKoro— 

—TBI YeF0, 3TO COBCeM He reponyeckH. Tako repou-KpacaBell 
MOKET YMepeTb TOMBKO 3a BEMMKY!0 Helo, — IbITamacb He 
cMesTbca Taina. 

—Moit repoi-KpacaBell Tak HW Tak IOMpeT B TpeTbeM ake! 
Booomje 6e3 wpe! Hy, maqHo, MoKeT 3a Hye10. Ho uHcTO 110 
rmymoctu. A Tak Jake repoMuHen, KaK-HHKaK. [act OT pyKu 
3aKATOTO Bpara— 

—‘ Te Wac aM, 3aKATOrO Bpara, — TO IM OOMeMach, TO 1H 
npuyypuBanach Tamua. — PyKou, Ipam— 

—9, a HCTHHHBIM Jey Tak MOKKHO? — C XOXOTOM yBOpauH- 
Bayicd ! pun. — ITO Boole 3aKOHHO? 

—VicTwHHeIM Jeu KyWaTs lopa, — yublOanca sara pbIBat0- 
IM B KOMHaTy MaprTuu. 

— A JPKCHTJIBMeHOB Y Bac IO/[KapMJIMBaloT? 

— Odwxaem. JlaBait, THI Jake He Ipey{cTaBAelllb, KAK Masio 
9TH [BOE KITOIT. 

— A ecu laTba ocna6uts? 

—B 9ToM ome laTbes He OcabAI0T, — NOMWYTH OH Mepey 
TeM, KaK CKPBITBCA. 

— Sf OcTaBIII0 KOMHKC 3/]eCb? 

—O fla, — Tonpapaana Hapay Tama. — He Hepsupyit 3pa 
MaMEHBRy. 


3a cTouiom I'pull toHavasy cel THXO, cMeqMI 3a TamMei u 
@voHOH, a MOTOM pelunca. Yero Obl He WOHIpaTb B 3BaHEIi 
YKHH? CIMHY IpaM0, MHHHMYM BHMMaHHA K CTOMY, MMO 
KHpIH40M, yIbIOKy HaTAHYTb, TOKE B3TAY KOT 


IIPOHMTHOPHpoBaTb, BCHOMHHaeM BCe BBICOKOMApHEle CiOBa, 
KOTOpbIe KOTa-1H60 CHIBI... 


V3 KYXHH BBIMBUI Mapu AmekcaHypoBuy Cc OObINHM MO/{HO- 
COM, CTal OOXOJMTb C HMM CTON M paccTaBAATb Omoga. [pun 
He 6e3 YHOBIETBOPeHHA CMOTpel, KaK XO3AHH OMA IPH TOM 
JleNaJI POBHO TO XKe CaMOe, YeM eFO TOCTS ObUI 3aHAT NOCHE HE 
TOJIMHHYTE!: Opocal ObICTpble BSTIALbI Ha IPAMBIe CIMHEI H 
3a[paHHble MOAOOPOAKH, BCIYMMBAIICH B 3BeHALy0 THIMMHY 
H, B WeIOM, CHIMJICH yrafjaTb, B Kaky!0 MIpy Hrpaem cerogHs. 
C OJHHM JIMIIb OTIM4HeM, YTO B KOHIe OH Hel MOMTpaTb 
OTOPOCHI H Mpocro cen oGeqaTh. 

—TIIpuamxoeo annemuma, — o6baBuna ®uona, HU CHCTeMa 

NIpHUWia B ABYDKeHHe. 

Tpit Mowat, pa3 IpomMomyana Tava, KOMMpoBall XBaT BHJIKH 
HM, B WeOM, pasBaeKaicd. MapTuH AyleKcaHapoByy elle pa3 
OKHHYJI HX He]OYMeHHEIM B3IAJOM H COCpeOTOUMJICA Ha eye. 


— 3eonun doxmop Bepuxe, — 3aBena beceqy Duona. — CKazan, 
4YMO Mbl 6 IMOM 200y NDOnycMUNA BoObUe BCe KOXMpONbHbIe 
6U3UMbL. 

— Mamenoka! — 3alutena Tasaa cTOb IpPHBLIYHbIM puny 
06pa30M, HH4YTb He MeHAA Ip 3TOM Onaroobpa3sHoH M03HI. 
— Ide meou mauepet? IIpocmo omnpaée emy CKaH, 6 meoem 
PacnopAyxceHUL KAK pas ecmb ceexcuil. 

— JTopoeyuia, He 6 OOHOM Ub CKaHe eno! A ece elye He ocmae- 
UO HAOEIHCObI, UMO OH BpasymMuM me6A B OMHOWeHUL BCezO 
mozo Henompe6cméa, Komopoe mbl ynhompebsAeWU BO BpemA 


ness you consume on your so-called missions—” 

“So now this does constitute an acceptable dinner talk topic?” 

“How do you find the fricassee?” Martin addressed the guest 
hastily. 

“It’s delicious,” Grip replied with reserved fervour. “I haven’t 
eaten solid food for days.” 

“There’s more of it, but there’s also fish,” Martin smiled. 

“And I have zero doubt that it would be just as exquisite,” Grip 
replied, marvelling internally at his newly discovered word 
stringing abilities. 

The ladies went quiet. 


“And how do you find New Amsterdam?” 

‘T didn’t really have a chance to check it out, unfortunately. It was 
only today when I arrived, and, to this moment, I’m still unsure 
about my ability to explore in safety.” 

By the end of the phrase, most of his brain was busy celebrating. 

“How unfortunate,” Fiona stated. “I hope you'll be able to 
alleviate this preposterous inconvenience. There’s so much to 
see here.” 

Asmall cube of food dropped from Martin Aleksandrovich’s fork, 

and he immediately picked it back, unfazed. 

‘Tm afraid,” Grip continued, “That many people took closing of 
the planet too close to heart.” 

“Let’s abstain from discussing work and politics at the table,” she 
suggested meekly. 

The uncontrolled ascent of Grip’s eyebrows brought him danger- 

ously close to stepping out of character. He stared at Thalia; 


SMUX CBOUX Muccuut— 

— To ecme meneps 3mo — npuemnemaa mema ONA paseosopa 3a 
o6ed0m? 

— Hy, Kak gpuxace? — TyT Ke oOpatusica K roctio MapTuy 
AyleKcaH{pOBH4. 

—IIpocmo eocxumumenbHo, — cjepyKaHHO, HO HCKpeHHe 
OTBeTCTBOBaN pun. — 4 méepdoil nuwu He en yoce HedentO. 

—Tam ecmb elye, moneKo ewe pbl6a 6ydem, — ynbiOuyrca 
MapTuu AmeKcaHypoBHy. 

— He umeio nu manetiezo comHeHUA, YMO OHA bydem CMON Ie 
U3bICKAHHOU, — 3aBepHYII I'pHII H MBICIEHHO TOKHBaI CBOeH 
BeylepeuHBOCTH. 

ams! IpHTHXIH. 


— Kak me6e Hoeviii Amcmepdam? 

—He umen, K COdKANeHUIO, BO3MOMCHOCMU NONHOUCHHO C 
HUM o3HaKoMUMbCA. A MONbKO cezodHA nNpUuobbL, U dO 
ceeO MOMeHMA A BCe else He yeepeH B Ceoell CnocobHOCmU 
nepemewambca no Hemy 6 bezo0nacHocmu. 

K Kony pa3bl, Goubad YacTb ero MO3ra ObINa 3aHATa — 

OTMeyasla ycIlex. 

— Kaxasa docada, — 3asBuna Ouova. — Hadewce, bl paspe- 
wume 93mo Henenoe HedopasymeHue. Y Hac mym ecmb umo 
nocmompemb. 

C Buku Maptuna AlleKcaHyposuya yas Ha cTOM HeOOMbINO 

KYOHK e€J[bI, H OH TYT Ke HEBOSMYTHMO HaKOJION ero OOpaTHo. 

— Kaoeemca, — tpoyomxun Tpun. — Hexomopole s00u 
CAUUKOM O7U3KO K Cepouy NPUHANU 3aKpbIMuUe NAAHeEMbI— 


Thalia stared past him, past everyone, straight ahead. The side 

of the chair in front of her did not go up in smoke. 

“Thalia, darling, would you accompany our guest?” 

‘Tll be right back,” Martin Aleksandrovich went to bring the fish. 

“With great pleasure,” Thalia chirped. “I hope you have enough 
time at your disposal for everything you have in mind.” 

‘Right, time. I’ve got exactly the same amount as you.” 

“Indeed,” she grazed him a heavy stare. “Then I suppose, you 
could proceed with your exploration once you're done with the 
in—” she checked herself. 

“Tasty, isn’t it?” Grip nodded at her. 

“As always,” she muttered and everybody focused on the food for 
a while. 

“So, what’s next for you?” Fiona wondered. 

“Fiona, sweetie,” Martin Aleksandrovich couldn’t refrain from 
commenting on his way back. “Our guest, a pupil, an open 
agent, has arrived to stand trial. How is he supposed to answer 
your question, while simultaneously avoiding both politics and 
work?” 

“Ice cream! I definitely plan to get my hands on some—” 

“We've got some! I'll bring some,” Martin Aleksandrovich 
nodded. 

“—aside from the... aforementioned topics.” 


The ladies withdrew into themselves and temporarily ceased all 
attempts at striking up a conversation. This time Martin Aleksan- 
drovich brought an entire vase full of colourful balls ofice cream, 
plus three ice cream bowls. Fiona didn’t get one. 


—faeaiime 3a cmonom 6e3 pabombl. H 6e3 nonumuku, — 
npomenetaita DvoHa. 

HekoHTpomupyeMBI B3ieT OpoBet NopTH I'puny BCO HeBO3- 

MYTHMOCTE. OH Iiaqent Ha Tao; Tama riayela MHMO Hero, 

MHMO BCEeX, CTporo Hepes coOolt. Bok Kpecia, KOTOPEIM OHA TAK 

TIaTeIbHO CBePMMIa B3TIALOM, elie He ALIMHJICA. 

— Tua, MUNAA, COCMABULUb 2ocmIO KoMNAaHUIO? 

— 4 ceituac, — nomen 3a ppi6oH Maptun AneKcaHypoBuy. 

—C npeeenukum ydosonbcmeuem, — me6erana Tanna. 
— Hadewcr, y eac nalidemca epema Ha B6ce, YMO Bbl 
3aNNAHUpOBaNu. 

— Ox, epema. Y MeHA €20 POBHO CMOALKO He, YMO Uy BAC. 

— Bawa npaeda, — ova CKOuE3HYIa 10 HEMY THKENIEIM BSI ILA- 
70M. — B makom cryuae, nonaean, ébl Moseme OMNOIHKUM 
o3HaKomseHue C nAaKemoti Ha nocne 0o3—— OcekuI1aCb OHA. 

— Bxycuo, 0a? — xuBuyn Tp. 

— Kak u eceeda, — BbljaBHsla OHa H BCe HeHasjouro cocpeyoTo- 
YMJIMCh Ha elle. 

—H vem nianupyeme 3aKameca? — TomoGonbITCTBOBala 
@uouna. 


[pu mokayall rouoBon. 
— @uonouxa, Musas, — He BbIJepxKall BOsBpaljawMniica 
Maptuu AyeKcaHfpopuy. — Haw 20cmb, WKOAbHUK U 


OMKpbIMbIil AeeHM, NDUObLI ONA Moo, UMObeI NDedcmamb 

neped cydom. Kak mbt npednazaewb omeemumb Ha céoil 

BONDOC, He YNOMUHAA HU pabomy, HU NonumuUKy ? 
—Mopoxcexoe! Onpedenenuo nnaxupyto 2de-Hu6ydb pa3do- 


“Do you dislike ice cream?” Grip asked. 

‘Tm watching my waistline, so, ice cream’s for festive occasions 
only. Something that Martin is fully aware of,” she kindly 
replied. 

Grip nodded, deep in his thoughts. He was weighing what does 

he want more: somehow translating and asking “would you mind 

sharing the, without a doubt, one breathtaking story of how did 

you two manage to meet each other” or living to see another day. 


“So, do you feel completely disoriented?” Martin Aleksandrovich 
asked right after sitting down. 

“Do you want an honest answer? Or—” 

“Tell it like it is, I think ’'ll understand.” 

“Let’s say I’m puzzled.” 

“We're still discussing the planet, aren’t we?” Martin Aleksan- 
drovich made no effort to pretend he’s not having fun. 

“Sure, definitely, the planet.” 

“I know that it feels intimidating and totally different at first, but 
it’s very much like Arkadia at heart, just not on the surface.” 

“Well, then, I’m afraid, I lack a suitable reference point.” Grip 
dusted off and applied one flowery word after another. 

“Yeah?” Thalia’s dad frowned. “Why did I think you're from 
Arkadia then?” 

“That’s simple to explain,” Grip bobbed his head. “That’s where 
we had the pleasure to meet for the first time, but that was just... 
in transit.” 

“Was it? And you're from...” 

‘Rosario. Mining, uranium,” he added. 


OblMb MoporceHoe— 
—A yxacecmb! A npuxecy, — KuBHyN MapTuH AmeKcaHypoBH4. 
—-—NOMUMO... BbIULCOSHAUEHHDIX Mem. 


aMbl BPeMeHHO TpekpaTHIH MOMMITKH 3aBecTH pasroBop. Ha 

aTOT pa3 MapTuHu AvleKcaHypoBHy BepHYJICA Cc elo Ba3s0H 

pa3HOUBeTHBIX WapHKOB MOPOKEHOLO, HW TpeMaA KpeMaHKaMy. 
nove KpeMaHEH He JOCTAaJIOCb. 

— Bol He i06ume MoposeHoe? — TomoGonbITCTBOBaN T'pun. 

— bepeey gueypy, mak umo nozeons10 cebe HEMHOZO U MONKO 
no npasduuKam. O 4em Mapmux npexpacuo oceedomnexH, — 
OlaTOCKOHHO OTBeYaIa OHA. 

[pu 3agyM4uHBO KHBHYI. OH pasMbIIA, Yero OH XOUeT 

OoNbIe: KaK-HHOY/b MepeBeCTH H CIPOCHTb «He WOBepaeTe TH 

HaM yMBHTeIbHY10 HCTOPHIO BalllerO 3HaKOMCTBa», HIM KUT. 


— Ymo, coecem dez0pueHmuposan? — CIIpOCHII, KaK TOJIbKO 
mpucen, MapTHu AmeKcaHypoBH4. 

— Bam uecmuo? Anu- 

— [Ta 2osopu Kak ecmb, A, CKopee 6cezo, NOHUMAH. 

— CKaoicem mak, A o3adaueH. 

— Tol ce 3MO Npo NNaKemy, npasda? — MaprTuy AneKcaHypo- 
BMY He CKpbIBalI BECeMIbA. 

— JJa-da, onpedenenHo npo nnanemy. 

— OHO monbKo nonauay KaxKemMcA, UMO BoobWe Bce Opyeoe, a 
Ha nosepKy OYeHb HA APKAOUIO NoxOHe, NPOcMO eblenAdUM 
uHaYe. 

— Ymo x, moeda mue, 6010cb, HeCocmaem nodxodsawell MOUKU 


“OK, I take it back,” unconstrained with the boundaries of 
etiquette, Martin Aleksandrovich spread his hands. “I have no 
idea what you feel right now.” 

“I think that’s... amore accurate assessment,” there still were new 
words left in the corners of his mind. 

“People are people, that holds up everywhere. You just need to 
adjust.” 

“So far Ihaven’t decided yet on whether to adjust or to run away.” 

“Anyway, I’m here to help if you-” 

“You know a path?” 


Grip felt Fiona’s heavy stare with his ear. As he turned his head 

towards her, the stare slid across his face. 

“Could you kindly postpone these until after dinner?” she 
warbled. “I could leave you to discuss that.” 

“Sure, sure” he bowed his head ina nod. “Please accept my apolo- 
gies, it was no further than several hours ago that I was neck 
deep in my work, and I haven’t completely adjusted back yet.” 

“Apologies accepted,” she softened up. 

“Dear Madam, have you ever been told before that your looks are 
heavy?” 

“On multiple occasions, in fact,” she must’ve worn the same 
creepy smile to each of those occasions. 

Thalia’s pale face expressed firm commitment to leave the planet 

at the earliest opportunity and dedicate the rest of her life to 

saving every single snail out there, singing or not. 


cpaeHexun, —I pull OTPAXHBalI H IYCKalI B es10 BCe HOBEIe H 
HOBbIe OGOPOTHI C IEVIBHBIX OOK CO3HAHHA. 

— ja? — waxmypuiica Tana Tamu. — A noyemy A Oyman, umo 
mel c ApKaduu? 

—Jmo neeKo o6eAcHumo, — Kany TronoBow pun. — Moi 
ume YOOBONbCMEeUe MAM BNepéeble BUdeMbCA, HO IMO ObUILO 
npocmo... npoe30om. 

— Bom kak? A cam mol... 

— C Poszapuo. Imo 2opxHodobbl4a, ypav, — OOaBuI OH. 

— He, ny moeda bepy céou cnoea o6pamxo, — pa3Bel pyKaMu 
He CT@CHEHHBIM ITHKeETOM MapTuH. — Tozda 2 nonamua He 
ume, KaKo6o mee. 

— JTymaw mo... Gonee MouHoe cyItOeHUe, — 3AKPOMa OOOPOTOB 
BCe He IyCTesIH. 

— Ho n100u — onu 6ce pasxo 6e3de m100Uu. TonbKO Hado nNoobébIK- 
HYMBCA. 

— 4, npasgo cnoégo, ewe He pewlUuA, NOOHSbIKHYMBCA HACO WIL 
Hoeu yHOCUMD. 

— B n1060m cayuae, mei o6pawaiica, ecnu umo- 

—foposrky 3Haeme? 

[pHi yXOM MOUYBCTBOBa peskKHH TAKEN BSrIA DMOHHI, a 

MOBOpayHBasch K Hel C YHBIICHHeM OTMeTHII, KaK OH IMTHOM 

CKOJIb3HT 110 JIMILY. 

— Bol He Moenu Obl oOMNOIKUMd MaKUe paseoeopbl HA nocie- 
o6eda? — mebetaia Ona. — f, mak U ObIMb, daze yOaioc. 

— Kouxeuxo-KoHeuHo, — CKNOHHJI OH TONOBY B KABKe. — 
TIpumume Mou U36UHEHUA, C Moet MOUKU 3peHUA, OYKEAbHO 


“Listen, friend,” back in the bedroom, Grip examined the statues 
again, and remembered Thalia’s Epsilon Indy 3 decorations. 
“A question. Those two, how did they, um, how did their paths 
cross? I’m just curious about how a man from Arkadia could 
cross paths with a person, who has all these other people 
standing in her bedroom? Stone people?” 

“So creepy, isn’t it?” Thalia wondered quietly with Newt-like 
ambiguity, referring to either statues, the dinner, her mom or 
who else knows what. 

“It’s... strange, rather,” Grip proceeded with a vague reply. 

“My dad is a defector,” 

“Right, that’s the bit I know.” 

“My grandfather is the boss of your boss’s boss.” 

“The father of your father is a boss of an- a-a-a...” 

“You still haven’t read a thing? 

“I told you! No phone! Where would I read that? Nothing in the 
comic book-” 

“really something... Do you know Svobodin at least?” 

“Thank goodness, not in person.” 

“Watch out, another stunt like this, and it could end—” 

“Wait, wait, you’ve got statues watching over you, and I woke up 
today to Svobodin’s photos on the walls. Creepy!” 

“You have his portraits in every office” 

“—but not bedrooms, for—” 

“and here it’s photos. In a bedroom,” Thalia mocked him. 
“Understandable. That’s unusual.” 


“Grandpa—” Grip reminded her. 


HECKONbKO YACO6 HA3AO A OL NO yulu 6 pabome, U Bce ele HE 
do KOHUA Nepecmpou.ca. 

— H3eunenun npUXAMbI, — CMATUHIACh OHA. 

— Madam, a 6am He 2060pusu, UMO y BAC MAMeNDbI B32NAd? 

— JJa-0a, Mue 20e0puu, — COBepIMeHHO O/MHAKOBO yIbIOasacb 
OHa MOUTH BO BCeX CHTYalHAx. 

BreqHoe HO Tamu O60 MOMHO pelMMOCTH yexaTb IpH 

TlepBOH BO3MOKHOCTH cilacaTb OT BeTpa JNOOBIX YMTOK, 

TIOWUIHX H HET. 


—Cnymai, qpyr, — Hapepxy [pul cHoBa 3acmoTpevica Ha 
craTyv. BcnomHun durypKH B oTCeKe TaiMu. — Y MeHa 
Bonpoc. A BOT 3TH BOe, OHH, HY, Kak BOOOMIe epeceKIHCh? 
Mue IpocTo WHTepecHo, KaK YemOBeK c ApkaqMH MOF 
Tepeceubcd C YeOBEKOM, Y KOTOPOTO B CMabHe CTOAT 
Upyrne su0g4? M3 kaya? 

—COBCeM JKYTKO, Ja? — IpycTHO cmpocuma Tana c IpsAMo- 
TaKH HbOTOBCKOM TOUHOCTEN: TO JIM po cTaTyH, TO JM po 
06e/, TO JIM pO MaMy, TO JIM ellje po 4TO. 

— Hy, 3To, crpaHHo, — o6Tekaemo oTBetum I'pum. 

—Tlana Moi — nepedexaHK, — Hayasia Ona. 

— TY, 9TO Kak pa3 4 3Hal0. 

— A ley] — HavaJIbHuK HayaslbHuka TBOeFO HayasIbHHka. 

— OTel] oTIa — HavasIbHHK HaYasIbHHKa-aaa... 

— TBI H celyac HH4er0 He YHTAI? 

—Topsopwo, Tenedoua y Mens Hert! A rye WomKeH OBI 3TO 


“Defence Minister, Renat Stroich Kirenko, reports directly 
to Svobodin. Then the head of foreign intelligence, Aksat 
Dzhonatanovich’s boss—” 

“your grandpa” 

“so his son followed in his steps, and he liked it here. And he 
somehow defected in a way that grandpa could get away with it. 
You’ sitting high, by the way.” 

“The funnier the fall. So, is it the part where citizen Voronov meets 
lady Voronova?” 

“She’s Strange. As in Strange Logistics.” 

“Uh, OK, but how did they meet?” 

“Some dinner party. Dad was fresh out of the Federation, so 
exotic, so he—” 

“Exotic? Grip snorted.” The most normal one out of all—” 

“Don’t you fall for that...” Thalia’s hand ran across her face. “So, 
now you're thinking how I came to be the way Iam?” 

“No, how do they get along.” 

“Easy, mummy loves daddy very much. And puts up with all his 
antics.” 

“A woman of great patience.” 

“She?! Not me?!” Thalia managed to say with just the look of her 
face. 

“With amummy like this, you shouldn’t skip any doctor's visits.” 

“Very funny,” Thalia pouted. “Yes, my therapist is very well-off.” 

“Your... therapist?... Do you have a personal gardener as well?” 

“For that I'd first need a personal garden, wouldn't I,” she replied, 
absentmindedly, and reached out for a phone with a frown on 


UMTaTb? B KOMHKCe Ipo ITO HHYETO He OBUIO. 

— Hy TsI Jaen... CBoOoquHa XoTA ObI 3HaellIb? 

— Xpasla HeOecaM, He JIMUHO. 

—TbI CMOTPH, elle UTO-HHOY/b BLIKMHEIb H JOMpbraewEcsa— 

— Tlofoxqu-lofoxKIH, Ha TeOd TT CTaTyH CMOTpAT, a 1 CerOHA 
C yTpa Mpocuyica, a Ha MeHA CO CTeHBI CBOOOJMH MANMTCA. 
Kyte! 

—Y Bac eF0 IOpTpeThl B KaxKJOM KabuHeTe— 

—-He B cllayibHe 1Ke— 

—-a TyT hoTorpauy, H B CHaybHe, — Mop TpyHuBasa Tanna. 
— Tlonatuo. HerpHBsrano. 


— Heq—— Hanomaun [pun. 

— CBo6o0qHHy MO/MHAeTCA MHHUCTP OOopoHsI, Penat Crpouy 
KupeHko, eMy — [ylaBa BHelWHeH pa3BeKH, HavayIbHuK 
Axcata J>KoHaTaHOBu4a— 

——TBOH Jleq— 

— BOT H CBIH Toe B pasBegKy Nomen. M TyT emy WOHPaBHJIOCe 
Sombie. H OH KakK-TO Tak HepeOexKall, 4TO Jey 3a TO HHYeTO 
He ObUIO. BEICOKO CHJMUIb, KCTaTH. 

— Becenlee nagatb Oye. M 37ecb rpaxkyaHun Bopouos BcTpe- 
THI equ BopoHos? 

— Ona Cmpeiindxc. Kak Cmpettndxc JTodxcucmuxc. 

— Hy, WajfHo, Kak OHH IlepeceKJIMCb-T0? 

—Ha kaKoM-TO 3BaHOM yRHHE. [lata ObUI TOKO H3 Dexepa- 
I\MH, TAKOM 3K30THUHBIN, BOT OH— 

— 3K30THYHBIM?! — dpipKayn Tpun. — OW TyT camblit 
HOPMaJIBHBIM BooOIe! 


her face. 

“What happened, is it time to go?” 

“Yeah, soon. Just wait.” 

A minute later she tilted her phone and smiled. 

“Yesterday. They set your dad free yesterday.” 

“Good,” Grip said, reserved. And this time, he went on. “As long 
as they don’t lock him back up now. Just like that, you tell a fairy 
tale to the wrong— Kolobok, that'd be the only one I'll ever tell 
my kids, just in case. And you, uh, give me my colleague back, 
the only place you can don that dress to is down the aisle.” 

“As if I’d ever leave the house dressed like this...” 

Thalia disappeared into the closet, leaving Grip to wonder whose 

bedroom is it. 


“Go, go, go. Commence evasive manoeuvres,” the familiar evil 
Thalia jumped out the closet, grabbed the comics and sprinted 
out. “Mom, dad! We’re out!” 

“So soon?” came from downstairs, making Thalia abruptly 
change course based on the new intelligence. 


“.. your mom needs the superpower to push and ignite by just 
staring, Irakli Kosmovich — to procure paper out of thin air, me 
—acoat like this one-” 

“And me?” 

“You need to eat up, eat up and eat up some more.” 

“How about this one, can you guess what’s sold here?” 

Grip approached the yellow circles, peered into the dark room... 


— Hy TbI-TO He Bech... — MpoBesla WaOHbI0 10 WHy Tana. 
— UTOo, TyMaelllb Telleps, Kak 4 Takad NOMyaHNAch? 

— Het, Kak OHH |KUBAIOTCA. 

— Mameupka eFo 04eHS JUOOHT, BOT H TepmHT. 

— BevIMKOro TepleHua Kena. 

— Ona?! He 4?! — ymyypuiacb cKasaTb Tala OJHHM JIMIIb 
BbIPWMKEHHeM JHA. 

— TBI C TaKOH MaMeHBKOM BU3HTEI K JOKTOpy He MponycKan. 

— OueHb CMelIHO, — Hajlyya ona ryObI. — Ja, MoH WcHxoTepa- 
TleBT — O4eHb OOraTHI yeyIOBeK. 

— TBoit... WcuxoTepattesT?... A IM4HOFO CafOBHHKa y TeOs HET? 

—Cwayalla IpHfeTcd 3aBecTH JIMYHBIM cay, — paccedHHO 
cKa3alla OHa, H, C XMYPBIM JIMIOM, MOTAHYacb 3a Temedo- 
HOM. 

— UTO-TO cAy4HI0Cb, HATH Nopa? 

— Jla, cKopo notjem. Toqoxau. 

Yepes MHHYTY OHa KadHysla TeepOHOM H YIBIOHY ACB. 

— TBoero oTIa No03aByepa BBINYCTHIN. 

—9TO xopomlo, — cyjepxKaHHo oTBeTu Tpun. HM wa aToT pas 
pasropopuzica. — JImm 651 ceftuac ObpaTHO He MocaqMAM. 
Tak BOT, pacCKaKelllb CKa3KY, KOMY He Haffo— 41 Tellepb CBOHM 
JeTAM TONbKO Kom06Ka YuTaTh OyAY, Kak ObI He BEIIO Yer. 
TI 9TO, BePHH MHe OOpaTHO KoOMery, a TO B TAKOM BUe C 
TOOOH TOMbKO B 3ATC XoMHTD. 

— Ara, 4106 1B TaKOM Buje Ha YIMLY BbINWIA... — ya B Kad 
Tama, ocTaBus I'putia raat, YbA ITO BCe-TaKH CMayIbHA. 


—TIowen, nowen. Havamb Manespbl YKNOHeHUA. — BEICKOUMIIA 


“It’s just cheese,” he returned to the pavement. “Big deal. A shop 
for cheese.” 

“Yeah, right,” Thalia sneered. “As if you don’t have shops with 
only sausages in stock.” 


They went quiet: the street ahead was the blocked one with the 
embassy. A bright yellow figure watched them, half-leaning, half- 
sitting on the car with “POLICE” written all over it. Grip adjusted 
his coat, pulled his hat lower. Thalia just sped up. The crowd of 
protestors against who-knows-what got thinner. While they were 
distracted with Marek leaving the building, the kids went along 
the street just fine. But then they got recognized. One person 
started filming them without a word, a second one, a third one... 
The crowd stirred, parted to take better videos; some approached 
them, but didn’t want to meddle with the kids. 

“Free the kids!” Grip barked. 

One five-year old ran towards them, blocking Grip’s path, 
grabbed his sleeve and just stared, mouth agape. Grip grabbed 
his hand in return and briefly shook hands with him as he 
skirted around the boy, leaving him to stare at his hand. 

“Over here!” 

Marek opened the gate and everybody set off to run somewhere, 
but it was too late. Grip and Thalia broke stride and dashed for 
safety, Marek showed a couple of people away unceremoniously 
and closed the gate, then they ran up the steps and hid behind the 
door. 


“Give it to me!” 


43 WkKaha Tamua-30feKa, CXBaTHIa KOMUKC HW n06exKalla, 
— Mam, nan! Ham nopa, mot nowznu! 

— Ymo, ye?! — ToHeciocb cHu3y H TaMa pe3KO H3MeHHIIa 
Kypc C y4eTOM HOBO HHopMallMH. 


—... TBO@H MaMe HYKHa CBEPXCIOCOOHOCTS JaBHTb H IOpKH- 
TaTb B3riAg0M, Mpakmuio KocmMopuyy — foctaBaTb OymMary 
43 BO3{YxXa, MHe — IUIalMK BOT Kak 3TOT— 

— A Mue? 

— Kyat» Te6e Hao, KyWaTs H elle pa3 Kyat. 

— A 9TOT- yraflaellib, YTO Mposaert? 

[pH Wofollen MOCMOTpeTb Ha >KeNITIC KPYIH, BIVAMeNCA B 


TeMHY10 KOMHATV... 

— [Ja 3TO XK ChIP, — BepHYyJICd OH Ha TpoTyap. — IKa HeBH aI, 
Mara3HH CBIpa. 

—W mpasga, — muponusupopana Tamua. — Hata, yem 


YAMBUTE. Kak 6yITO y BAC TaM HET IesIbIX Mar'a3HHOB C OHO 
JIM Ko6acon. 


OHH 3aMOuYaJIM: Bllepequ oKasaJicd MepeKpbITEIH KYCOK 
YIMIbI Tepe MOCObCTBOM. DUTypa B APKO-)KeNITOM KOCTIOMe 
cileyjwla 3a HAMH, IIpHceB Ha KpbIy aBTOMOOHIIA C HasiIIHCbI0 
TIOJIAYHA. pun rompapy Wall, Hag BHHyI Ha raza KelrKy, 
Talua IpocTo ycKopyacb. IpotectyomMx HeBecTb 3a 4TO 
cTaio MOMeHbile. IlokKa OHM OTBIEKIMCb Ha BbIlleymlero 
Mapexa, JJeTH IIpOcTO WWIM CIOKOMHO BONb yu. A MOTOM 
WX y3HalH. OAMH MOJIYa MOBepHYyICd CHHMaTb HX, BTOpoN, 


Once inside, Grip was stared up by some chubby ill-tempered 

eight-year old, his hand stretched out demandingly. Grip folded 

the comic book to lightly bonk him at his head. The boy froze for 

a split second before snatching the book and running away. 

“What was that?” Marek reproached Grip. 

“Who was that, what did he want?” 

“Maksimka, the ambassador's son,” Thalia replied enthusiasti- 
cally. 

“Oops,” Grip pursed his lips. 

“A son or not, that wasn’t nice of you,” Marek concluded. “Apolo- 
gies are due, so, next time you meet you'd rather—” 

“Yeah, that came out awkward,” Grip agreed, looking where to 
place Maksimka’s coat, while Thalia has marched straight to the 
hall. 

“Why did you bring her here?” 

“Where else would—” 


“What do you think you’re doing here?” she lashed out on them 
right away. 

“Oh!” 

“We were expecting you,” 

Trakli Kosmovich turned his phone towards the group. “Voronov 

works for communists” was the headline. 

“Yeah, hello to you as well,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich greeted her. 

“Which Voronov?” Grip grinned. “Could they be more specific” 

“Did you even plan to tell him about his dad?” 

“We were planning to. Right after the inquest.” 

“Then why don’t you give him a phone? Got something else to 


TpeTHH... Touma 3allyMena HM paccTynMacb NOWMpe, YTOObI 

ymoOHee ObUIO CHHMAaTb; HeKOTOPble MpHOMH3HIIMCb, HO He 

pelllaJIMcb KaK-TO Jle3Tb K JeTAM. 

— Ceo6ody demam! — npuxpuKnyn T'pun. 

OHH IATHMeTKa BbIOe KA TaK, YTO BCTan mpamo y puna 

Ha IIYTH, CXBaTHJI ero 3a PyKaB HM OTKPbUI B H3yMJI€HHH por. 

[pull caM yxBaTHJI eTo 3a PyKy H 9HePrHyHoO NoKall ee, ornbaa 

MaJIBUMIIKY, H Tellepb NepBOKMAalKa WAIWICA ceOe Ha aQOHb. 

— flapalite, clofa! — oTKpbI KasIMTKy Mapex, u BCe 3acyeTH- 
JMC, HO 1103fHO. 

pum u Tanna nepemmu Ha Ger, Mapy moje Mapex Oecifepe- 

MOHHO pacTONKall, 3aKPBUI KAIMTKY, OHM B3O@KAJIM Ha KPBVIBIO 

Hi CKPBUIHCh 3a JBepbi0. 


— JJan! 

B Kopugope va puna cHu3y BBepX CMOTPell KaKOH-TO NyXJIbIM 

B3OPHbIM MaIbYHIKa eT BOCbMH C TpeOOBaTeIbHO MpoTAHy- 

TOH pyKou. [pHi cBepHy/ KOMHKC TpyOO4KON H JerKO CTYKHYI 

eTO 10 romloBe. MasIbuHK OT TaKOTO JJeMapllla 3acTBUI, a MOTOM 

BEIXBaTHJI KOMHKC H Moyua yOexKall. 

—TpI ero? — ympekuyn [puta Mapex. 

— ATO 9TO ObI, UTO OH XOTeN? 

— MakcuMka, MOcoubCKHM CbIHOUeK, — BOCTOPKeEHHO IIpOH3- 
Hecia TayHa. 

— Oil... — noypxan ry6s1 I'pun. 

— CbIHOUeK, He CbIHOYEK, a BBILUIO He OUCH KPacHBO, — 3aKJI10- 
un Mapex. — Tbr KaK-HHOyb U3BHHUCb, pH cileqyomet 
BCTpeue. 


hide?” 

“Oh, that’s not us, that’s your stupid laws,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
parried with great relief. 

“What laws?” 

“The ones that don’t let kids have phones.” 

“Oh really? Explain this then!” Thalia waved her phone in his 
face. 

“And this one’s your mom’s, dad’s or even a company one,” he 
replied. 

But the topic has changed since: 

Filantievna. 

“And what's that?” she shrieked. “What did she do to you?” 

“Was it us who didn’t approve her permit up until we’ve printed 
her?” 

“defender bestowed upon me,” Stalina Filantievna groaned. 
“Shoo. Find yourself some snails and defend them instead.” 

“What snails?” 

“From the wind,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich response was doubly out 
of place. 

“If you're here, where’s Dmytro Ivanovich? Grip changed the 
subject. 

“Showers. New Amsterdam welcomed him with an extra portion 
of tomato sauce.” 

“Brr. And we had a comic drawn about us!” 

“oh yeah” 

“Though she, basically, got reduced to pigtails—” 


Thalia noticed Stalina 


—Heyyo6uo Bb0, — cormacuica Tp, mpuctpanpas 
MakcHMKHH IWlalll, a Taya ye Warasla IpAMHKOM B XOJUI. 

—TBI 4ero ee IIpHBell? 

—Akyya— 


— Bbl 4TO TYT yCTpOHIM? — HaYasla OHa pasHOC Cc Mopora. 

—0! 

— Mb >KyamH, — noKazan Upaxmmit Kocmosny c Tenedoua 
3aLOJIOBOK «BopoHos pabomaem Ha KOMMyHUCMO8». 

— Vi Te6e mpuset, — no3qoposasica AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY. 

—Kaxou Boponop? — yxmsiiaica Ipun. — Henb3a mu 
KOHKpeTHee— 

— Bp eMy IIpo OTIa BOOOMIe He IIaHHpOBaNIH TOBOPUT? 

— MpI cobupasuce. Cpa3y nocme 03HaHHaA. 

— A TemleQOH eMy 4eF0 He BbIasIM, YeTO-TO elle CKpbIBaeTe? 

— Tak 3TO He MBI, 3TO 3aKOHBI BalllH J[ypaljkHe, — c 3aMeTHBIM 
oOserueHvem NapupoBan AKcaT J>KoHaTaHOBHY. 

— Kakwe Take 3aKOHBI? 

— IIo KOTOpsIM JeTAM HeJIb3A Tee OHEI. 

— ]la 1papya? A 3To YTO? — MoMaxalla Hepes HAM TeedOHOM 
Taya. 

— A9TO TBOeH MaMBI, Mallbl, WIM BOOOWe KOMINaHHH, — OTBETHII 
OH. 

Ho Tema yoxe yuuia: Taiua 3ameTula CranuHy OuaHTbeBHY. 

— A9TO 4TO 3a H3f[eBaTeIbCTBO? — BO30INMJIa OHA. — 3a UTO BHI 
ee Tak? 

— 3TO MBI ei YTO JH Npasa He OMOOPANH, WOKa 103/fHO He cTas0? 

—-HHCHOcIamH MHe HeGeca 3allHMTHHLY, IpocToHana 


“And where to?” Stalina shifted to sitting. 

“They don’t tell,” Irakli Kosmovich looked up from the book. 

“They don’t want the press to know,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
nodded. 

“_.. Where they shouldn’t have run to?” Grip inserted. 

“And how’s that an open hearing?” Stalina frowned. 

“They could publish a recording in the end, and it'd still count,” 
Trakli Kosmovich shrugged. 

“Anyway, wherever it is, can’t be far from here.” 

Thalia put down the crossword to look at the phone. Derevyashko 

glanced at his watch. 

“Yeah, yeah, get ready,” Marek remarked as he strode past the 
door. “Soon.” 


Stalina Filantievna’s movements were frightening, as if she was 

constantly being shocked. Two long, low limousines drove up to 

the entrance. They stood diagonally across the street, with tens 

of yellow policemen scurrying around them. 

“How are we gonna drive through that, chief?” Derevyashko 
shouted. 

“Over here,” Marek led them between the cars. “Follow me.” 

He gave those entrusted to him another glance and rushed to 

open the gate across the street. The journalists that stepped 

aside to calculate where to go next, stormed the cars again. 


The plaque on the building across said “Institute of hybrid law 
enforcement”. The doors opened into a large hallway, where a 


CramMHa OyaHTbeBHa. — OTBaNH, Halu ceGe yIMTOK H HX 
3alluan. 

— Kakux yHTOK? 

— OT BeTpa, — BABOMHe HeBNONay OTBeTHI AKCaT JPKOHaTaHO- 
BH. 

—A eCiIM BEI TyT, re Amutpo WBanopuy? — cMeHw Temy 
pum. 

— Moetca. Bctpetun ero Hoevili Amcmepdam J[ONOMHUTeIbHEIM 
TOMATHBIM COYCOM. 

—bp-p. A mpo Hac KOMHKC HapHcosaliu! 

—-0 Jla— 

— OT Hee, IpaBya OHH KOCHUKH— 


—A kyjla Hac? — Mlepelia B cHyjaq4ee TMoMoKeHMe CTaMHa 
@yaHTbeBHa. 

—He ropopaT, — OTBIIeKCA OT KHWKKH Mpaxiui Kocmosuy. 

— Jo KoHUa He XOTAT, YTOOLI KyPHAJIMCTHI 3HANIH, — KMBHYII 
AxcaT JD>KOHaTaHOBU4. 

—... Kyla He Hajlo ObII0 OexKaTE? — BcTaBuN I pun. 

—MW xkakoe 3TO Torgja OTKpbiToe cilyMaHve? — XMypyHlacb 
CramHa OwaHTbeBHa. 

— ECM OHM B KOHIJe 3alIHCb BEUIOKAT, ITO TOKE OTKPLITOe, — 
TOKAI Wiewamu Upaksmit KocMoBuy. 

— Kyfla 6b! Hac He NoBesiH, Tellepb yoKe HefaseKOo. 

Tama OTBeKIacb OT KpOccBopfa HM focTana Tenedou. 

HepeBaKO MOCMOTpell Ha WaCcbl. 


white-haired old man greeted them warmly. But Grip missed his 

speech entirely, rushing towards a tall figure further away. 

“Colleague!” 

“Dan!” 

Up close, the figure indeed turned out to be Dan, as seen from 

below. Moreover, in the flesh, he turned out not just much darker, 

but also, like, three heads taller than Grip imagined him to be. 

“So we do meet again after all!” Dan bent down to shake Grip’s 
hand. 

‘Nice to see! The pixels, alive! Is Lee also here, maybe?” 

“No,” Dan shook his head. “At least they had the decency to not 
drag him into this.” 

“Good.” 

“Well, Lee did nothing wrong!” 

“Yeah, that’s true.” 

“Hello-hello,” Lisa waived at Grip. 

“No wandering away, follow me,” the old man ordered them 
around. “Or upstairs and the first room on the left, for those 
who just can’t wait.” 


The giant room was all topsy-turvy. Steep rows of seats towered 
around, dozens of them, all empty; instead they took seats at the 
table below according to the nameplates. The table itself would 
make sense, were it curved the other way. Or if the chairs were 
on the other side of it, though then they’ll be facing the wall 
instead of the missing audience. Because of that stupid curve, 
Grip saw almost no one from his central seat, but Maria to the 
left and Stalina to the right. Besides the nameplate, there were 


— Jla-Jja, coOupalitecb, roToBbTech, — O6pocut mpoberaBMiMit 
MHMO Mapex. — Yxe cKopo. 


CrammHa OylaHTbeBHa JBHTalacb HeyBepeHHO, OyyTO ee 
OeclipectaHHO Ovo TOKOM. K MOcomBCTBY MoOfOrHamH Ba 
HH3KHKX, JVIMHHBIX JIMMy3HHa. OHH CTOAIM 10 JHaTOHaJIH BO BCIO 
YIMILY, BOKPyT HAX CyeTHMCh JeCCATKH MKENITBIX MOJIMICHCKHX. 
—Kak BBbIpyMBaTb OyyjeM, HayayIbHHK? — KpHKHyI 
HepeBalliKo. 
— Ciogfa, cioyja, — JeIOBHTO Bel HX M@XKy ABYX JIMMY3HHOB 
Mapex. — 3a MHOH. 
OKHHYB MOJOMeYHBIX B3IVAOM, OH YCTPeMMJICA OTKPbIBaTb 
KaIMTKY 3a060pa HallpoTue. PaccTyMBIIMecd OBUIO, He OHHMa- 
rouyve, Kya MYATBCA AaJibllle, KYPHAIMCTHI CHOBa CIpyAWIHCb 
K MallHHaM. 


TaOmM4ka Ha 3aHHH HallpoTue racuna: «MucTutyT rHopyy- 
HOTO NpaBonpHMeHeHHa». J[BepH OTKPbIBANIHCh B OTPOMHBIH 
KOpHpop, Te HX TOpAYO IPHBeTCTBOBaN ceo DexyuKa. Ho 
[pull ero pea MpOnycTHN, yYCTpeMMBIIMCh K BbICOKOH urype 
moo fai. 

— Konneea! 

— Jou! 

Bomu3H durypa OKa3amacb JI3HOM, BAY, CHH3Y, TOIbKO CHJIbHO 
TeMHEe, H TOvIOBbI Ha TPH BbIIMe, vem I'pum cede IpeycTaBsLAI. 
— Bom u ceudenucb! — JI3H HakKMOHIICA 1OKaTb EMY PYKY. 

— Ipuamuo eudemb! TTuxcenu xcuebimu! Ymo, Moocem mozda u 


glasses of water, some notepads and pens... 


The last two to enter the room were the two “twin teen toons’, 
a grotesque couple Grip spotted along the way. Same eye shape, 
same mannerism- it was easier to list what differed: their hair, a 
bit, their garments, a lot. The business suit of the blue one with a 
cyan fist on the lapel earned just a passing glance from Grip. Now, 
the suit of the red one, on the other hand, once he deciphered 
the author’s intent- Oh, that’d be hilarious to bring mom such 
coveralls, just to see the look on her face. And were she to wear 
it to work, the entire seventeenth search group would tear their 
bellies from laughing. That wasn’t exactly conductive to taking 
the inquest seriously. 


Just as the blue one began to talk in English, loud knocking inter- 
rupted her. Grip leaned back on the chair and twisted himself to 
see it was just Derevyashko who dropped the earphones. 

‘Tm sorry, excuse me...” 

Grip jumped at the pile of stuff in front of him to fish out an 

earphone for himself. It featured a translation. 

«... the presence of which in Lisa Frei and Maria Stinner’s actions, 
might suggest the following: instigating a suicide pact, assisting 
suicide, and criminal sabotage.” 

“We're holding an inquest,” the red one commenced. “into the 
consequences of the actions of Grip Avdotievich Stavropolskiy, 
Stalina Filantieyvna Ivanova and Irakli Kosmovich Shpreigl, 
suspected of organizing mass suicide, driving to suicide, a 
failure to fulfil the work duties to dire, resulting in severe conse- 


JTu 30ecb? 

— Hem, — 3amotan ronopon Jax. — Xeamuo cogecmu Xxomb 
JTu coda He mawumb. 

— Xopouio. 

— Yon JTu-mo Huye2o HenpasustbHozo He denan! 

—3mo mouno. 

—TITIpusem-npueem, — tlomaxasia puny JIu3a. 

—He pa3z6pedaemca, cnedyem 3a MHoll, — KOMAaHJOBal 


Henyuka. — Hau eeepx no necmHuye u nepean KomHama 
HaNe6o, KOMY HelLmemca. 


TlomemeHve ObUI0 YCTpOeHO IIMBOPOT-HaBbIBOpoT. KpyTo 
B3bIMABIUMeCA Mepey, HAMM JOOKHHBI pAjOB CHeHHH MycTo- 
BaJIH, a PaCCaKMBAIMCh OHH NOYeMY-TO 3a CTOJ CHH3Y, COlacHO 
HMeHHBIM TaOM4KaM. CTON, B CBOIO OYepesb, HMeN ObI Kya 
Goble CMBICIa, OyYLb OH BEITHYT B Apyry10 cTopouy. Hy wu 
CTOH CTyJIbA C ApyrOH CTOPOHEI, HO Toryja BMeCTe ILyCTBIX 
CHfeHHH OHH cMOTpeNH ObI B creHy. A Tak Ipuny, c ero 
Ie€HTpambHOrO Bpose ObI MecTa, H3-3a H3rHOa CTONa HMKOTO 
He ObUIO TOJIKOM BHIHO, TObKO Mapuw ciepa Hu CTamMHy 
@ylanTbeBHy ciipaBa. Kpome Ta6sHUKH Hepes KaxKIbIM CTOMIO 
110 CTaKaHy BOI, JIeKasIH KaKHe-TO OOKHOTHI-KapaHalln... 


TlocieqHHMH B 3all BOI J{BOe MOMOJCHbKUX «OMH3HAIMEK- 
MYJTAMeK», TpOTecKHad Mapouka, KoTopyio [pun Buyer 
MeJIBKOM 110 IYTH. OMHAKOBBIM pa3spes T1a3, OMHAKOBO 10Ka3- 
HBIe [[BWKeEHHA— pole MepeyicNHTb OTMMYHA: MpHyecky, 
cilerka, HW Of@Kla, OYCHb CHbHO. CHHMM JeNOBOH KOCTIOM 


quences for life and health, and exceeding official authority.” 

“Feel free to speak in either language. As always, everything you 
say can be used against you.” 

“Grip Avdotievich Stavropolskiy, may I address you with a singu- 
lar you?” 

“As you wish.” 

“Please summarize the most important events of your stay on 
Epsilon Indi 3 in general.” 

“Oh... I was sent there to establish diplomatic contact with... 
let’s call them lizards. They showed interest in our.. nature, 
animals. They were provided samples to study. I think we were 
successful in convincing them we're safe to them, after which 
one of their representatives, I'll call him Newt... expressed the 
desire to... examine our housing, a possibility we’ve granted to 
him, after which a rather unfortunate incident— I think I can 
speak freely of it, without hurting anybody’s feelings, as it has 
happened directly to me— and... as he tried to study me closer, 
it so happened that I’ve perished. Yeah...” 

“I'm afraid we already need a lot of clarifications at this point.” 

“Well, you asked for a summary.” 


OWHOK 43 HX I'pula 3aMHTepecoBall JMIIb TOyOLIM KyaKOM 
Ha JlalKaHe. 3aTo Hapsj] KpacHeHbKOH, ocoOeHHO Tellepb, Kora 
OH pa3rajjal 3aMbIcel aBropa— IIpo6mema Oba B TOM, 4TO 
[pul 3Hall, Kak BBITMAMT HacTosMad paboyad opexga. Ox, 
IIpHBe3TH ObI MaMe TaKY!0 «CIeNOBKY», IPOCTO MOCMOTpeTb Ha 
ee mmo. Mu nycTb Ha paOoTy HafeHeT, BeCh CeMHapIaTbIit 
OTP XKMBOTHKH HafopBeT. BOcIpHHHMaTb O3HaBaTeNet 
Cepbe3HO 9TO He NOMOralIO. 


TOJIBKO CHHEHbKasd Havasla TOBOPUTh YTO-TO Ha AHI MMUCKOM, Kak 

ee MepeOH TpOMKHH CTYK. pun OTKHHYJICA Ha3aJ] HM BeCb H3Bep- 

HYJICA, UTOOLI YBHDETb, YTO 3TO JlepeBALKO BEIPOHMI Ha CTO 

HaylIHHK. 

—TIIpocmume, u36unume... 

[pum Ha6pocwica Ha KyaKy Mepey coGow u Toe BbIY AUT cebe 

HaylHUK. B HeM OBI CHHXPOHHEIH MepeBog. 

—... 6 C6ASU C HaNUUUeM 6 OelicmeuAX JTu3zbt Opati u Mapuu 
CmunHep KeaNUGUKAUUOHHbIX NpU3HAKOB cAedyrOULUX 
npecmynenull: cKNOHeHUe K epynnosomy camoy6ulicmey, 
accucmuposanue camoy6ulicmey u npecmynuolil cabomarx. 

—MbI poBofuM fo3HaHHe, — Hawasla KpacHeHbKas, — 
0 pesyibTaTam fleicrBua Tpuna AByoTbepHya CTaBpo- 
NOMSCKOTO, CTaMHbI OvaHTbeBHEI MBanoBon u Upaxnua 
Kocmosuya Ilmpettria, mofospepaeMblx B OpraHH3alHu 
MaccoBOrO caMOyOHHCTBa, JOBeeHHU JO caMoyOuHcTBa, 
HeHaeKallleMy HCHOMHEHHIO JOJDKHOCTHBIX HHCTPyKIHH, 
NOBIEKMEMY 3a COOOH THKEMbIe NOCMEACTBUA [IA KUSH H 
3JOPOBbA, H IpeBbIMeHHH NOLHOMOUHH. 


— Omeevamb mosceme Ha WH060M A3bIKe HA Bau BblOop. Kak u 
ece2da, 6Ce, UMO BbI CKAICeMe, MODEM OblMb UCNONb3OBAHO 
npomue eac. 

—T pum ABjoTbesny CTaBponombcKHH, paspellute oOpamjaTEca 
K BaM Ha THI? 

—Toxasyiicra. 

— PacckaxKH HaM KOPOTKO, B BayKHEIX JIA [ela MOMeHTAX, 0 
cBOeM IIpeObIBaHHy Ha JICHIOH MupM 3 B ey0M. 

—Ox. Sl Obl HallpaBleH JIM yCTaHOBeHHA JMIWIOMaTH- 
YeCKHMX KOHTAKTOB C... OYHeM HasbIBaTb HX AlepHlaMu. 
OHH NpOABHIM MHTepec K Halle Mpuposle, 2KHBOTHBIM. 
Vim Ob MpefoctTaBieHb! oOpasibl AA O3HaKOMMeHHSA. 
Mue Ka@keTca, HAM yaul0Cb HX YOeXHTb B Halle Id HAX 
Oes0NacHOCTH, MOcMe Yero OHH U3 NpecraBuTenen... 1 OyAy 
Ha3bIBaTb eTO HBIOT, 3aXOTelI... OCMOTPeT Halle 1KHIMINE, 
MBI IpeHOcTaBHIH eMy TaKYl0 BO3MOXKHOCTS, Nocle vero 
IpOH30MeN FOCTATOUHO MeYaJIbHBIM HHI eHT— A yma, 4 
MOTY CIIOKOHHO 0 HEM TOBOpHTS, He 3ajjeBad HHYbHX UYBCTB, 
NOTOMY YTO OH NPOH30MleN HeMOCpeACTBeHHO CO MHOHi —H... 
IPH MOMbITKe MO3HAKOMUTECA CO MHOH JIyulle, TAK BbILIO, 
UTO 1 MOTHO. BOT... 

— owes, ¥To yKe B 9TOM YaCcTH HaM oTpebyerca O4eHb MHOTO 
yTOuHeHHH. 

— Hy, BbI IpOcwIH KOPOTKO. 


(Not) disciplined 


Ifthe red one stuck to the facts meticulously, the questions he got 

from the blue one got sillier and sillier: 

“Grip Stavropolskiy. If Newt were a human, how would you 
describe his personality?” 

“I'm not doing this,” Grip frowned. “And I would advise everyone 
else against that. Newt is no human. None of that stuff of ours 
is applicable to him.” 

“In all fairness, you’re actually rather consistent with this 
position of yours,” the blue one nodded. “But I’d still like to 
quote a few characterizations you’ve used— let me quote—” 

“No need to,” Grip interrupted her anxiously. “If I’ve used any, I 
was wrong. Newt is no human.” 

“OK, but you are. When you learned who killed you, did you feel 
resentment? Betrayal?” 

“No. I don’t resent him, and he did not betray me. I understand- 
he just wanted to meet the parasite inside my head, don’t you 


(He)noq0TuUeTHBI 


EcuM KpacHeHbKad JOTOWHO H 3aHyHO Wa, B OCHOBHOM, 110 
@akTHYeCKOH cTOpoHe jena, TO OT CHHEHBKOM eMy TOMI 
BOIPOCEI Kak Ha HofGop AypalyKue: 

—TIpun Cmaepononeckuil, 6ydb max Ha3vieaembili Hbiom 
YeNOBEKOM, KAK Obl Mbl ONUCA e20 XapaKmep? 

— ‘A He Oyy 3TOTO FelaTb, — Hacymusca ox. — VM HuKoMy He 
coBeTy!0. Hbi0oT — He YemoBexk. JI Hero BCe TO Hallie IIpOcTo 
HelpHMeHHMO. 

— Cnpasednueocmu padu, mbi u npasda Ha youenenue nocne- 
dogamenen 6 3moti céoell NosUYUL, — KMBHYNa CHHEHBKas. 
— Ho HecKoneKo anumemoe mot 6ce-makKu cebe noseoNUA- A 
npoyumupyio— 

—He Haylo, — HepBHo mepedun ee pun. — Ecru nosBorua, 
3Ha4HT OBUI Hempas. HbIOT He YeNIOBeK. 

— 3amo mbi — uenosex. Kozda mb y3Han, KMo me6A YOUN, Mbl 
uyecmeoean o6udy? IIpedamenbcmeo? 


get it? He didn’t know any different, that mind can be the animal 
itself.” 

“What did you feel when you've realized he was the one who 
killed you?” 

“Why does it matter? Dismay. Relief. Enough?” 

“Relief?” 

“I knew for sure: he didn’t mean to.” 

“By the way, when exactly did you realize it was him?” 

“Precisely? When I saw the tracks... on the lizard cage.” 

“And when did you start suspecting him?” 

“Almost right away. As soon as I understood we brought him in. 
Like, who else? He was the only thing that changed.” 

“Could your relationship at the time be characterized as one 
based on mutual respect?” 

“T’ve said it before, I'll say it again: my attitude to Newt didn’t 
change after the incident. And respect is a human emotion—” 

“Friendship?” 

“stop labelling lizards with them.” 

“Trust?” 

«... that’s astretch. But, probably, yes,” Grip agreed unexpectedly. 

“And why aren’t you arguing with that one?” 

“He trusted us enough to come over for a sleepover. We’ve been 
building up language, we didn’t understand each other, and... I 
can’t say he fully trusted us, but he trusted us in some things. I 
don’t know how to apply these concepts to our relationships... 
I... time and time again I saw Newt risk his safety to understand 
us better. I think that could be called trust?” 


— Her. 1 He o6wxKal0ch, H 3TO — He TpeyaTenEcTso... A MOHAT 
YTO— OH \Ke IPOCTO XOTe MO3HAKOMUTECA C lapasHTOM B 
MoeH rowoBe, MOHHMaeTe? OH IPOcTO He 3Hal, YTO ObIBaeT 
HHaue, YTO pasyM MOET OBITS IeyIBIM C IKHBOTHBIM. 

— Ymo mol novyecmeoean, Koeda nonAn, YMO IMO OH MebA 
youn? 

— Kakaa pasHutja? CmMatenne. OOmeruenue. JocraTouHo? 

— O6neeuenue? 

— {I TOUHO 3Hall, YTO OH He XOTEeIL. 

— Kcmamu, a Ko2da mol noxaa, YMO 9MO OH? 

—Touno? Korya yBuyen cilef{bl... Ha KeTKe C AepHuen. 

—A koeda énepeble HaYan nodospesamb? 

— Ja mourn cpa3y. Kak MOHAN, YTO MBI ero IpHHecmu. Ipocro, 
a KTO? OH — @JMHCTBEHHOE, TO H3MEHHIIOC. 

— MootHo nu Ha3eamb Bau OMHOWeKHUA HA MOM MomeHm 
OCHOBQHHBLMU HA 63QUMHOM y6AHCeHUU? 

—B KOTOpbIM pa3 BaM FOBOpw: Moe OTHOMeHHe K HpWwTy Mocie 
HHIMfeHTa He H3MeHHMOCb. A yBaxkeHHe — ueloBeyecKad 
3IMOLMA-— 

— J[pyoteckumu? 

— ~XBaTHT JI€IMTb UX K AlepHyaM. 

— OCHOBAHHbLMU HA 63QUMHOM OoBepuu? 

—... COKHO. Ho, HaBepHoe, MOKHO, — HeOKHJaHHO [VIA 
CHHeHBKOH cormacuyca pun. 

—Amym mol noyemy He cnopuulb? 

—OH J[OBepa HaM HacTONbKO, YTO Molle HOYeBaTb K HaM 
B DKWIMIe. MbI MONMOHAIH ASBIK, MBI He IOHMMaNH [pyr 


“You know best. And what about the dynamics, did he trust you 
more each passing day?” 

“Td like to believe that. That was my task. I did my best.” 

“Have you started to trust him more?” 

“It’s complicated. I understood that I don’t understand a thing,” 
Grip took a long pause. “I understood him a bit more. I don’t 
know, how does the ‘trust’ label apply to all of that.” 

“Tf only lunderstood which words do you deem acceptable. Could 
you try to describe your relationships again, maybe that’d help? 
Who were you, to each other?” 

“... We were like a scoutmaster to each other, but in turns, 
constantly changing roles. And never fully understanding each 
other. I think, it might always be like this, with all the lizards. 
We’re too different from them.” 

“OK, and the other lizards?” 

“We didn’t talk much with the other lizards. We mostly discussed 
Newt.” 

“And is it OK to compare Newt with the other lizards?” 

“Sure, Ican try. Newt is more curious. Smaller in size. Braver. He 
trusted us more, again.” 

“And what was the other lizards’ attitude to that?” 

“T don’t know, disapproval?... You’re digging into lizard emotions 
again. I can’t even say that. Ask some scientists whether lizards 
have emotions.” 


“Helga Voronov. Have you suspected so-called Newt of involve- 
ment in Grip’s murder?” 
“Yes, I have.” 


pyra, HO MbI IIbITasIMCcb, H... 1 He MOTY CKa3aTb, YTO OH 
HOBepa HaM BO BCeM, HO OH J[OBepsI HaM B Yem-TO. He 
NOHMMal0, KaK 3TH KOHIeNUHH IpHMeHHTs Ha Halll C HAM 
OTHOMeHHA... 1... HECKOMBKO pa3 HaOmofal, Kak Hbwr 
*KePTByeT COOCTBEHHOM Ge30MaCHOCTHIO, YTOOLI MOHATS Hac 
Tomyume. MHe KaxKeTCH, ITO MOKKHO Ha3BaTb JOBepHeM? 

—Te6e euduee. A 6 duHamUKe, oBepar NU OH BAM GonbUe C 
KQ3CObLM CHEM? 

— Mue 6b! XoTes0Ccb B 3TO BepuTb. B 3TOM Obia MOA 3azaya. A 
cTapasica. 

—A mbl emy cman dogepamb bone? 

—CioxkHo. A MOHHMas, TO HHYero He TMOHHMalo, — [pun 
Hagouro 3aqymMasca. — OH cTayl MHe 4yTb MOHATHEE. A He 
3Hal0, KaK K 3TOMY IIPHMeHHT CIIOBO «0BepHe». 

— Ewe 6bl KaK-Hu6ydb noHAMb, KaKue Cloea Mbl NPuemMMeULb, 
a Kakue — xem. ITonpo6yii ewe onucamb eauu omHOWeHUA, 
Moxcem, AcHee cmanem. Kmo @b1 Obiiu Opye dpyey? 

—.. Mbl ObIMH KaK JeTH H BOKaTHIM. TobKO NOCTOAHHO 
MeHAIMCh MectaMH. IlocToaHHO y4HIMch pyr y aApyra. 
Ho HHKOrga JO KOHIa Apyr Apyra He NoHMMasH. A Aymato, 
9TO Bcerya OyfeT Tak, CO BCeEMH AepHuaMu, MBI CMIIKOM 
pasHBle. 

— Tak. A c dpyeumu awepuyamu? 

— AC APyrHMu AlljepuyjaMu MbI TOBopHH Maio. U1, B OCHOBHOM, 
o Hpwre. 

—A cpasnusame Hbioma c Opyeumu Auepuyamu MOHCHO? 

— la, 1 Mory TMompoboBatTs. HboT m06onbITHee. Meubite 110 


“Since when exactly?” 

‘Right away.” 

“And when did you become sure of that?” 
“Same time as Grip.” 

“Have you shared your suspicions with Grip?” 
“No, I haven't.” 


The blue one stepped back, to the lowest row of seats, and quickly 
checked her phone. 


“Helga Voronov,” the red one strode along the table to immedi- 
ately substitute her. “Why have you kept your suspicions a 
secret from your partner?” 

“Murder is one serious accusation,” Thalia spoke painstakingly 
slowly. “And Newt is their envoy. I’d never toss around baseless 
allegations like that.” 


Ah, no, turns out silly questions were contagious. 

“Grip Stavropolskty. Describe your relationships with Helga 
Voronov.” 

“... are you interested in anything specific?” 

“Well, are you fine with labelling at least this relationship as 
friendship?” the red one was openly amused. 

“Yeah, maybe, this one’s fine,” Grip smiled back. 

“Awesome. When you talked to the lizards, would it be fair to say 
she steered the conversation? Set the subject? Led the talks?” 

“Td like to think we were on equal footing,” Grip shook his head. 
“We've had our ups and downs and arguments, I’m kinda better 
with writing, she — with diplomacy... Maybe I underestimate 


pasmepy. CMesiee. boubiile JOBepal HaM, OATS Ke. 

— H kak K 3momy OMHOCUAUCb Opyeue ALYePUUL? 

—He 3Hal0, He ofoOpanu?... BoT BI ONATS JeseTe B AINepu- 
Hble 3MOWHH. JjwKe 3TOTO A CKa3aTb He MOTy. Y Y4eHBIX 
KaKHX-HHOyb CIIPOCHTe, ECTS JIM y AWMepHI IMOWHH. 


—Xenbea Bopouos. Hodo3spesana nu mbl mak Ha3bleaemoeo 
Hbioma @ npuyacmuocmu Kk yOuticmey Tpuna? 

— JTa. 

— C Kakozo Momexma? 

— Cpasy. 

— A koeda nonana HagepHaKa? 

— Koeda u Ipun. 

— To 3mozo mbl denunacb ceoumu nodospeHuamu c Tpunom? 

— Hem. 


CHHeHbKad OTCTYNMMa Hasay, K HWKHeMy pay cHyeHHi, u 
ObICTPO MpoBepHa Teepou. 


—Xeybra BopoHos, — 3allaraB BAOJIb CTOMa, TYT Ke CMeHHIA 
ee KpacHeHbKad. — Ilouemy TbI CKpbIBasla CBOH MOjjO3peHHA 


OT cBOerO HallapHuka? 
— O6euxenue @ yOulicmee — cepbe3Hoe obeuHeHUe, — 
OYCHb MeWIeHHO oTBeYaa Tama. — A A Obl HUKOzda 


He cmana cmasumb MUCCUIO Nod yepo3sy, PasbpacbleaAcr 
6e300KA3ZAMENbHbLMU OOBUHEHUAMU 6B AOpeC noca. 


A, HeT, ypaljKHMH BOIpocaMH 3apa3Hslacb H KpacHeHbKas. 
—T pum CrapponoubcKHi. ONMMIH CBO OTHOMeHHA c Xeon 


her manipulation skills, but I think it was equal, me and her. And 
she definitely wasn’t in charge. I don’t even know her job title, 
but it wasn’t my superior.” 


“Dmytro Derevyashko,” the red one picked a new victim. “As 
Grip’s immediate superior, please clarify the following: does 
bringing an alien to the base constitute a violation of Grip’s 
work duties?” 

“No, as far as my judgement goes, it does not,” he droned back. 

Grip raised his hand. 

“That’s not how we roll here,” the blue one shook his head at him. 

Grip lowered his hand back. 


“Stalina Ivanova. You had RPB trigger twice in arow before Grip’s 
death, but each time you just recalibrated. Why?” 

“As you're perfectly aware from the vitals logs you have at your 
disposal, I expected a new animal to appear at the base.” 

“Yes, but didn’t you find it odd that the next day—” 

“Now, this kind of questions, I’m not answering those,” she 
replied, unfazed. “Especially through the lens of my specula- 
tions.” 

“Stalina Ivanova,” the red one repeated coldly. 
triggered once again in a day or so?” 

“I'm sorry, I don’t have to answer your questions.” 

“Daniel Washington,” the red one kept staring at Stalina. “Has 
Stalina Ivanova ever taken any measures to keep the vital 
parameters monitoring secret from either the crew or the 
centre?” 


“Has RPB 


BopoHos. 

—.... BaC UTO HMeHHO HHTepecyeT? 

— Tax, HY XOTb IIpo Hee ThI MOKEIb CKa3aTb, TO BEI [PyKUTe? 
— pa3BeceyIMacb KpacHeHbKa‘. 

— Jla, Bpojfe, Ipo Hee Mory, — yublOasIcs B OTBeT pun. 

—Ortmmuno. Kora BbI oOmamtHch c AlepHijaMu, MOKHO JIM 
CKa3aTb, YTO OHA HallpaBlala pasroBop? 3ayjaBasla TeMbI? 
PyKoBogwa? 

—Mnbe IpHaTHo JyMaTs, 4TO y Hac OBWIO paBHonpaBue, — 
3aMOTas TonoBoH I'pun. — BcaKoe ObIBasI0, CHOpHAM HHOTIA, 
A, Bpofe Kak, A3bIK WydWe 3Halo, OHA NpO AMMMOMATHN... 
Moxet, JIbIIy ce6e, HO Bpose Tak, MopoBHy. Vi 4, u ona. Ho 
TOUHO He pyKOBOMAA. A AaKe H He 3Hal0, Kaka y Hee TaM 
JOJDKHOCTS, HO OHa MHe He HavaJIbHUK. 


— ]Imutpo Jlepessmko, — BblOpasia HOBYt0 IleIb KpacHeHbKas. 
— Kak Hellocpey{cTBeHHbIM HavalbHuK pula, mposc- 
HUTe: ABMAeTCA WH MpoHoc IpHnomM MpHullenbya Ha Oa3y 
HapylWeHHeM J[OJDKHOCTHBIX HHCTPyKUMH? 

— Het, HaCKOJIbKO 4 MOTY CYJMTb, He ABUIAETCA, — CKYYHEIM 
TOHOM OTBeTHI JImMuTpo UBaHoBHy4. 

Tputl NOJHAN pyky. 

—Ynuac 30ecb mak He NPUHAMO, — 3aMOTasa TOMOBOH CHHeHb- 
Kaa, H Tpum pyky yopai. 


— Ctammua Wpanora. Iepey, cmeptsio [puna ABH II 3a CyTKH 
cpaOaTbIBali PIIB, Ho 06a pa3a BEI IpOcTo 3allycTHIH MepeKa- 
mu6posky. Ilouemy? 


‘I have absolutely no idea what kind of measures could that 
possibly be. Lee and me aside, she immediately reported both 
the event and her suspicions to Dmytro as well, and that’s about 
everyone above suspicion.” 

“And was it him who demanded you turn off the comms?” 

“With the looming interspecies conflict on the horizon, yeah, that 
was a smart move.” 


‘Td like to remind all of you this was the first, temporary 
communications outage,” the red one stepped aside from 
Stalina. “Daniel Washington. What exact measures are there 
behind the so-called ‘closing the planet’ I keep hearing about?” 

“Pm glad you asked,” Dan sat upright as she approached him. 
“Tt ain’t what springs to mind, it’s much simpler, really. Almost 
all transmissions, batched and unbatched, all the queues, they 
normally need the communications officer’s approval anyway. 
If one approves nothing, and shuts a few automated systems 
down, that’s already it.” 

“Tt meaning radio silence?” 

“That’s not an appropriate term, radio’s only used within the 
planet anyway. But yes, all this pompous ‘closing planets’ stuff 
is just glorified keeping it mum. And that gives you a one-way 
membrane to contain the sensitive information.” 

“Specifically?” 

“Lizard scans. That-thing-inside-the-lizard scans.” 

“Why would that need a one-way radio silence, if you could just 
agree to not transmit it?” 

“ .. That wasn’t my decision to begin with,” Dan began, cautiously. 


—Kak BaM IpeKpacHO M3BeCTHO H3 HMeIUIMXCA B BallleM 
pacilopsKeHHH KKYPHAJIOB KM3HEHEN, A OKM alla MOABIEHHA 
Ha 6a3e HOBOTO 2KMBOTHOTO. 

— Ho Bbl yka3aJH OfHY H Ty Ke IPHYHHy ABaAKIBI. 

—Kak BaM IpeKpacHO H3BeCTHO BCe H3 TOTO Ke XKYpHalla, 
TlepBad KaMOpoBKa He ycliewa 3aBepIMIMTECA [0 OTOLITHA CO 
CTaHIMH MepBou AlepHuEl. 

— [la, Ho pasBe Ha Cyley{ylOWHH eH BaM He TOKa3ay0cb CTpau- 
HIM, YTO— 

—A BOT Ha Take BOMpocbI 4 OTBeYaTb He CTaHy — HeBO3My- 
THMO OTO3Baslacb OHa. — Tem Oonlee, B paspese CeKy ANH 
0 MOHX JOMBICIIAX. 


—Crtammua Vpanopa, — Xom0fHO TOBTOpuna obpalleHve 
KpacHeHbKaa. — Cpa6oTam mu PIIB noBTopHo ele yepe3 
CYTKH C HeOOMbINMM? 


— V3BHHHTEe, HO 4 He 0083aHa OTBeYaTS Ha Ball BOMPOcsl. 

— ][9Hven BalivHrToH, — KpacHeHbKas He OTPbIBala OT Hee 
Bariaga. — IIpeqmpHuumaya mu CramuHa Wpanosa Mepbl, 
YTOOBI CKPEITh OT KOMAHJbI WIM WeHTpa WOKasaHHd CHCTeM 
MOHHTOPHHTa JKH3HeLeATEIBHOCTH? 

—PewumenbHo He npedcmaensatw, KaKue makue Mepvl 3mo 
Moen Ob Ovlmb. Kpome uac c JIu, ona HesamednumenbHoO 
donouuna o cpabambisaHuU U CBoUX nodospeHuAX Jmumpo, 
Mo ecmb, BCeM CBOO0dHbIM OM Nodo3speHuUll. 

— Vi ob noTpe6oBan BpeMeHHO OTKIOUNTS CBA3b? 

—B nepcnekmuee Ha3peeaeuleeo Mersud06020 CKaHOaNa, Oa, 
3MO ObLILO PA3YMHbLM peuleHueM. 


—HanloMHi BaM BCeM, YTO 3TO OBO MepBoe, BpeMeHHOe 
OTKMOUeHHe, — OTCTyMMMa OT CTamMHbI KpacHeHbKad. — 
WaHven Baliwurrou. Kakwe HMeHHO MepbI CKDpbIBaloTCA 
3a HeOJHOKpaTHO IposBy4aBIIMM CelOqHA BbIpayKeHHeM 
«3aKPbITb IlaHeTy»? 

— Pad, umo é@bi cnpocunu, — BCTpeneHyyca IpH ee npHosH- 
wKeHHu JI9H. — Bce eopa3do npowe, vem mHoeue cebe 
Hagoobpaxanu. Toumu eca nepedaua, nakemHan u HenaKem- 
Haa, ece ouepedu, OObIUHO U mak mpebyem odobpexua 
oguuepa cen3zu. Ecnu Huxeeo He odobpamb, a HeKoMopyl0 
agmomamuKy OMKOUUMb, MO BoM OHO U Bbltidem. 

— Ono — 23T0 payMomouranne? 

—Jmo Hekoppekmublil MepMUH, PAOUOCBASbIO Mbl U mMaK 
NONb3OBAMUCh NUWb 6 Npedenax nnaxembi. Ho da, ece 
9mo epomKoe «3aKpoIMUe MIaHeEMbly — IMO éecez2o0 NUULb 
Hexumpoe momuanue. H nonyuumca odHOcmopoHHAA 
MemOpana, YmMOObbl Npedomepamumb pacnpocmpanenue 
uyecmeumenbHol unGopmauuu. 

— A YMeHHO? 

— CKaHbl Alyepuy. Imou wmyKu BHymMpU AWepUu. 

—Tlovemy jl 3TOTO HYKHO OHOCTOpOHHee payMomomyanne, 
€CJIH MOKHO IIPOCTO JOTOBOPHTHCH He HepesaBaTh ee? 

—... IMO Obll0 He MoUM pelleHUeMm, — OCTOPOXKHO Hayal 
HoH. — Y mena cnoouocb oluylweHUue, UMO y HUX mam 
BHUZY CHOIKUNOCh HeKOMOpoe Hedosepue no sonpocy 
paszenauenus... BHYMpeHHeeo ycmpolicmed... HACMOAWUX 
o6umameneit. 


‘T got a feeling they had a bit of a distrust down there when it 
comes to publicizing... the internal details... of the real inhabi- 
tants.” 


The blue one rushed towards the table, but the red one was 

quicker: 

“Maria Stinner. Couldn’t you clarify the nature of such distrust—” 

Grip rolled up his eyes. 

“and the way the scans could take to leave the planet without 
your active involvement.” 

“After I would’ve figured out the way to prepare them for 
scanning,” Maria picked words with great care, “anyone with 
access to the teleports could send them to the rest of the 
humanity.” 

“We've just established that this requires coordination with the 
communications officer. Your communications officer. Why take 
such measures then?” 

“... ’m not the best person to answer that... At the very least, I was 
under the impression, that the data could be masqueraded as 
something else entirely and exfiltrated that way... by misleading 
the communication officer.” 

“Daniel Washington—” 

“Folks, it’s way simpler than that. I never see what exactly goes 
to Federation anyway.” 

“Maria Stinner. You left the question about the nature of the 
emerged distrust unanswered.” 

“J...” Maria began very carefully. “I— even though I never stated 
that -I could’ve left an impression with Grip that... introducing 


CHHeHbKad TWoesia ObWIO Blepey, HO KpacHeHbKad yciewa 

TlepBou: 

—Mapua Crunnep. He mors Ob! BEI NPOACHHTS IpHpory 
TaKOTO HeqOBepHsa— 

T pull 3akaTHa r71a3a. 

—-H Ci0C06, KOTOPbIM CKaHbI MOI O6bI MOKMHYT WaHeTy, 
MHHys Balle yuacTue. 

—TIIocne moeo, KaK fl eblACHUA Obl Choco6 NodzoMOBKU UX K 
cKaHupoeaHuw, — Mapua oveHb TWaTenbHO nozOupama 
clOBa, — KMO yeodHO Cc docmynom K menenopmam Moe Obl 
omnpasumb UX OCMaNbHOMy UenoBerecmey. 

— Kak MBI TOMIbKO 4TO BLACHHIIM, JIA ITOTO HYKHO COrmacoBa- 
Hue Odulepa cBa3H. Ballero obulepa cBaA3H. 3a4eM Tora 
Take Meppl? 

—... A — He My uuu YeNOBeK ONA OMBeEMA HA IMOM Bonpoc... 
TIo Kpaiineti mepe, A HaxoOUunAacb nod enevamnenuem, umo 
OaHHble MOMCKHO 3AMaCKUposamb Nod umo-mo dpyeoe u 
aKCHuNbMpuposamb MAK... BBeOA e20 B 3A6NyHCOeHUE. 

— ]]aHven BalliMHTToH— 

— Bce 2zopa3do npowe, peOsma. A u mak HuKoeda He BUdCy, YMO 
UMeHHO yxooumM 6 Dedepayuio. 

— Mapua Crunuep. Bal ocraBHu 6e3 OTBeTa BOIpOc 0 Mpupose 
BO3HHKIMeETO HeJOBepHA. 

—Z... — O4eHb OCTOPOKHO Havana Mapua. — A- xoma A 
HuKOz0a amoeo He ymeepxCdaNa, —A Moena ocmaeume y 
Tpuna owyuwenue, umo... nodcenenue o6umamenett Incunon 
Huou 3 kK m00AM Mocem NUUAM TH0dett CBO600bI BONU. 


Epsilon Indi 3 inhabitants to people could strip them of free 
will.” 

“Can it?” 

‘I can’t know for sure. We had just one case, I could not 
adequately observe that, and I lack sufficient evidence for 
claiming Grip lost his free will anyway.” 


‘Really? Grip Stavropolskiy,” the blue one displaced the red one. 
“Has Maria left you with such and impression.” 

“She’s contributed,” Grip snorted, “to creating one”. 

“Who else has contributed to that?” 

“Actually, the lizard? One I’ve talked with? One that moved its 
tail, wrote sentient thoughts with it and had no free will?” Grip 
proudly replied. 

The displaced red one has awkwardly raised her fist to conceal 

her chuckle. The blue one has not expected such a reply. 


“So, you’re saying,”, the red one added fuel to the fire, “That 
Maria and the lizards left you under an impression, that this 
technology is unsafe to trust the Fist with?” 

“No,” Grip smiled. “Maria and lizards... left me an impression... 
that this technology is unsafe to entrust to people. Because 
people could use it to harm other people.” 

“So, you don’t trust Federation?” the blue one asked casually. 

‘I don’t trust people,” Grip replied. “In general. If we’ve got 
prisons, that means people can harm each other. And we have 
militia. And Fists have police, so they also have people that can 
harm each other. Also, on the meat level, for the lizards, we 


— A 0HO MoxeT? 

— He Mozy 3HaMb HaBepHAKA. Y HAC ObUI MONbKO OOUH CNyHall, 
A HE MOeMA E20 NOMHOUCHHO HAGMIOGAMb, U BCE PABHO A He 
umel0 ocHosaHull Cuumamb, Umo pun mepan ceobody Boru. 


—Bom xax. [pun Cmaspononbckut, — OTOTHasla CHHeHbKad 
KpacHeHbky10. — Ocmaeuna nu Mapua y eac onucannoe 
ouwyuenue? 

—TloyyactBopana, — dpipKuyn pun. — B mporecce co3aHHa. 

—H kmo ewe 6 Hem yuacmeosan? 

—Co6crBeHHo, slepuia? C KoTOpo  pa3sroBapHBa? 
KoTopas MWeBenHla XBOCTOM, IMcayla HM pa3yMHBbIe MBICIIM, 
H He Mella CBOOOAEI BOM? — JOBOIbHO BEIan pun. 

OTTeCHeHHad KpacHeHbKasd HeEJIOBKO CKPBUIa CMeIIOK KYaKOM. 

CHHeHbKasd ABHO OKHJalla He TAKOLO OTBETA. 


—To ecTb, — BOpocwla KpacHeHbKasi, — TbI XOUeLIb CKa3aTB, 
uToO Mapya ¥ AMepHubl OcTaBHIH y Tea BleYaTIeHHe, UTO 
aTY TEXHOMOTHI0 HeOes0NacHO MepesaBaTb B PyKH KyaKOB? 

—Her, — ynbi6anca Tpun. Mapua vf slepuinl.. ocraBHiu 
y MeHA BlevaTeHHe... YTO ITY TeEXHOMOTMIO HedesonacHoO 
TepeyabaTb B PYKH Joye. IloToMy 4TO JOH MOTYT 
BOCIIOJIB3OBATHCA eli, YTOObI HABPeYUT APYIHM JOA. 

—To ecmb moi u Dedepayuu He dosepneub? — Mex]y eo 
cIpocula CHHeHbKag. 

— 024M He oBepsi0, — oTBeTu pum. — B yenom. Ecru 
y Hac €CTb TIOPbMEI, 3Ha4HT JOA MOTYT Apyr Apyry HaBpe- 
dup. V ectb MaMMa. Wy KyaKOB eCTb OMIA, 3HadHT HY 


and fists are all the same.” 

“You're right. Police protects people from exactly that: crimes 
committed by other individuals. Not from wars though. And not 
from new biological weapons. To protect yourself from a state, 
one needs another state. Don’t you trust your own state, Grip?” 

“I don’t know what it is,” Grip smiled. “We haven't studied that 
at school yet. Tell me what a state is, without people, and I'll try 
to answer whether I trust that or not.” 

“That’s not how things are done here,” the blue one recovered 
from his rebuke. “But, out of respect for your tender age, I'll 
try to explain that one. A person could fly into a temper, for 
example, do something wrong and regret that later. A state is 
such a balanced system that it’s much more stable than a human, 
so one could trust it more than the individuals comprising it.” 

“But the system is still made of people,” Grip shrugged. “You— As 
you say, but I can’t answer your question.” 

“Grip Stavropolskiy,” the red one changed the subject. “Do 
I understand correctly, that you’ve decided lizards could be 
weaponized?” 

“Yes.” 

“Why?” 

“T died from one, meaning they sure could.” 

“I'm sorry, but doesn’t humanity wield much more efficient 
poisons, bombs, bullets—” 

“And knows what to do with all of that. But not with lizards, so, 
no one would be worse if we first thought it through in depth.” 


“Dmytro Derevyashko,” the red one began again. “As Grip’s 


HX €CTb JUOJM, KOTOPEle MOLY Apr Apyry HaBpeyurs. A ene, 
C TOUKH 3peHHaA Maca, JIA ALEPH, MBI C KyakamMu Booouye 
OJ[MHAKOBEIe. 

— Tonuyua 3auuuaem modett umMeHHo umo om npecmynzexuil 
Opyeux muodeli. He om eon. He om Hoso20 buonoewxecKoe2o 
opyxua. YUmobbl sawumumbca om 2ocydapcmea, HyIHCHO 
Opyeoe eocydapcmeo. Tbl He GosBepseuls cobcméeHHomy 
2ocydapcmey, Ipun? 

—‘ He 3Hal0, YTO 3TO Takoe, — ybIOHysca Tpun. — Mr B 
IKoNe elle He NPOXOAMIN, YTO TakKoe TocyfapcTsBo. PaccKa- 
JKUTE MHE, UTO TaKOe FOcyAapcTBo 6e3 Mo0peH, H A NOMpoby1o 
OTBETHTS, JOBepsAIO A CMY HIM HET. 

—3decb mak He NpuKAMO, — OMpaBlAlacb OT ero OTHOBELH 
CHHeHBKad. — Ho, u3 yeaxcenud K meoemy HewCHOMY 
go3spacmy, A nonpobyio noscHumb. Yenoeek mocem, 
HanpuMep, 6Cnbluiumb, COenamb 4YmMoO-mO He mo, a nomom 
noxanems. Tocydapcmeo — maxkaa cOanaHcupoeanHaa 
cucmema, 4MO OHO @ YeNnom Kya Gonee B36eWEHHO, 4eM 
yenoeek. TIomomy u Ooeepua K Hemy Oonbule, YeM K 
OMOENbHLM COCMABIAIOWUUM 20 JUOOAM. 

— Ho cucTeMa Bce paBHo COCTOHT H3 Mose, — NoKaN WiewamMu 
Tpum. — Bi— Kak CKa@xKeTe, HO A He MOLY OTBETHTD Ha Ball 
BOIIpOC. 

—TIpum Crapponomsckui, — cMeHvyla TeMy KpacHeHbKast. — 
SI IpaBHIbHO IOHHMal0, YTO THI peWIMN, YTO ALepHy, MOryT 
HCIONIb3OBaTb Kak OpyKHe? 


— Jia. 


immediate superior, please comment on the following: would 
Grip’s refusal to hand over the technology to the Federation 
constitute a violation of Grip’s work duties?” 

Dmytro Ivanovich cleared his throat: 

“Look, I’m going to save you some time and quote both the 
instructions issued to him. First, the primary one: establish 
and maintain diplomatic relationships between humans and 
lizards, which I’ve later put together as befriend them”, for 
brevity’s sake. Second, the secondary one, went like this: when 
you convince lizards to hop over, try to make sure they pick 
Federation. It didn’t come to that one.” 

“And do you think closing the planet violates these instructions?” 

“At the very least, that’s up for interpretation,” he pretended 
to lapse into deep thinking. “He established the relationships 
alright, has a track record of securing more meetings. As I 
understand it, earned their trust and is saving them from a 
demographic catastrophe, possibly, this very moment. As to the 
limited connectivity with the planet, I thought that won’t last 
forever.” 

“Would you also deny this exceeds his authority?” 

“Now, that’s one curious question I'd love to come back to, were 
the investigation to establish it was Grip who did that,” his 
demonstratively chill intonation was ruined by the mockery 
creeping in. “And for now I'd just rather highlight that when 
Daniel told us the story of him, Stalina and my copy shutting the 
communications down, that somehow hasn't elicited a single 
question about the authority of either of them.” 


—TIouemy? 

— Pa3 4 OT HUX yMep, 3HadHT TOUHO MOTYT. 

—TIpocTu, Ho yemoBeyecTBO pactonaraeT Kya Oonee abdex- 
THBHEIMH Jamu, 6omMOamh, IyaMu— 

—V 3naet, 4TO C 3THM BCeM JemaTs. A c AepHijamMu — Her, 
H HUKOMY He OyfeT xyKe, ECM MBI BCe CHaYasa Hay ITHM 
OOCTOATENBHO NOpasMBICIHM. 


— [utpo Jlepessliko, — Havasla OATS KpacHeHbKas. — Kak 
HeNOcpeyCTBEHHEIM HayaJIbHUK I'pua, IPOKOMMeHTHpyiite: 
ABJIAeTCA JM OTKa3 [puna NepeyaTb TeXHOMOTHM DenepaljHu 
HapylMleHHeM J[OJDKHOCTHBIX HACTPYKUMH. 

Umutpo MpaHosny Ipoyncru ropiio: 

— Al BaM Ceiyac CIKOHOMINO BPeMA H IpOUMTUpy1o BooOMe OGe 
BbIaHHEIe eMy HHCTpyKUMU. IlepBas, rmaBHasd: ycTaHoBse- 
Hue HM NOffepKahue AMIMIOMATH4eCKHX OTHOMeHHH J0LeH 
C AIMepHyaMu, Takoxe chOpMyHMpOBaHHad MHOH JIA KpaTKo- 
CTH KaK «IOj[pyKUTbCA C HAMM». Bropas, BTopocTeleHHad, 
3Byyalla Tak: KOrja yTOBOpHTe AlepHuy cyleTaTb B TOcTH, 
MOcTapaTbCd, YTOOLI AMepHUI BbIOpamH Deeparuio. Jo 
9TOFO [eNO He FOWLIO. 

—W kak M0-Ballemy, 3aKpbITHe WaHeTbI Hapylaer ero 
HHCTPYKIMH? 

—3leCb Kak MHHHMYM €CTb IpOCTpaHcTBO jd HHTepmpeta- 
WMH, — J[@MOHCTpaTHBHO 3aj{yMaJicd OH. — OTHOMeHHA 
OH YCTaHOBM, HOBbIX BCTpe¥ CTaOWIbHO OOuBalIca. Kak 
@ TIOHHMAl, 3aCIyKHI HX DOBepHe MH cilacaeT Tellepb UX 
OT J[eMOrpahuyecKoH KaTacTpoosl, ObITh MOKeT, IpAMO 


“Grip Stavropolskiy,” the blue one took the initiative. “Back then, 
on Epsilon Indi 3, were you aware that instigating a suicide 
pact, assisting suicide or driving one to suicide are considered 
felonies, according to both Federation and Fist laws?” 

“No,” Grip raised his palm, and removed the earphone with the 
other hand. “Could you, please, repeat the last sentence, word- 
by-word?” 

“Back then, on Epsilon Indi 3, were you aware that instigating 
a suicide pact, assisting suicide and driving one to suicide are 
felonies, according to both Federation and Fist laws?” she 
repeated slower. 

“No,” Grip placed the earphone back in. “Definitely not.” 

“Now that you are, can you guess why?” 

“TI guess, because it’s assumed we... haven’t asked the opinion of 
those who stayed? Why, does it matter ifit’s a copy and that’s it, 
the copy, who made the decision?” 

“None whatsoever. The legislation is rather conservative in this 
respect.” the blue one shook her head. “And what do you think 
about it?” 

“That’s a choice. I would agree,” Grip treaded carefully. “Now, 
whether that could be done to others, that’s something to ask 
the others about.” 


For the first time in the entire session, the twins looked at each 
other, and, seemingly, ignored everything Grip said. For a few 
more seconds they’ve contemplated their next move. 


“Grip Stavropolskiy,” the blue one continued. “Do you claim that 


ceituac. A 4TO y Hac OrpaHw4ena CBA3b C IWlaHeTOH, TaK 3TO 
oKe, KaK A OHA, He HaBcersa. 

— MoxeT elle 6yeTe yTBepKLaTb, UTO 3TO He ABJIAETCA IpeBEI- 
MeHHeM eF0 NOHOMOUnH? 

—A kK 3TOMy MOGONBITHOMy BONIpocy 4 ObI BepHyca, ecru 
BApPyl B Mpowecce cie/CTBHA YCTaHOBAT, 4YTO 9TO Cfenan 
I'pun, — moka3Hy10 paccnaOmeHHOcTs B romoce JlepeBaliKu 
HCHOPTWIH HOTKH H3jeBKH. — A Il0Ka A TOJIBKO OTMeYy, 4TO 
Korga J[9Hveu paccKasbIBall, KaK OH, CTaJIMHa H MOA KOMHA 
BPeCMeHHO OTHIIOUAIH CBA3b C IWlaHeTOH, K MOJIHOMO“HAM 
HH OJHOFO H3 HUX TAKHX BOMPOCOB MOYeMY-TO He BO3HUKAaIIO. 


—TIpun Cmaepononvckut, — MepexpaTwia MHHIMaTHBy 
cHHeHbKaa. — Tam, Ha Incunon HOU 3, mbl Obi 6 Kypce, 
4umo cKNoHeHUe K camoy6ulicmey, OogedeHue do camoybuil- 
cmea wiu accucmupoganue camoy6ulicmey sensiomca 
MACKUMU NpeCMyNNeHUAMU NO 3AKOHAM KaK Pedepayuu, 
mak u Kynaka? 

— Het, — [pun NosHA aoHs, a ApyroH pyKou BaITALIHA 43 
yxXa HaylHHuK. — Bol He Moenu 6bl nosmopumb nocneduee 
npednoweHue, COBO 6 CNOBO? 

—Tam, Ha Incunon Hxdu 3, mvt Ovi @ Kypce, uMO CKMOHE- 
Hue K camoy6ulticmey, dogedexue do camoy6ulicmea Wu 
accucmuposanue camoy6ulicmey sAelaioOMcA MAKKUMU 
npecmynleHUAMU NO 3aKOHaM Kak @edepayuu, mak Uu 
Kynaka? — 3aMe]IMlacb CHHeHbKad. 

— Her, — BepHysI HayMHUK oOpaTHo ‘pum. — TouHo Her. 

—Tenepv, Ko2da mbl 3MO 3HAEUb, MOM Npednonoxcumb, 


nowemy? 

— BuyMMO, NOTOMY UTO TpesMoaraercs YTO MBI... He CIPOCHIM 
MHCHHA TeX, KTO TaM OCTAaJICA? AUTO, HeTY pa3sHHIBI, eC 3TO 
OyeT KOMMA H OHa CaMa Tak pelllwia? 

— Huxakoli. 3akoxodamenbcmeo 6 3MOM NAHE CoBONbHO 
KOHcepeamueHo, — TWOKayalla TOMOBOH CHHeHbKaa. — HY 
KaKO60 Méo0e K IMOMYy OMHOWeHUe? 

— 370 BBIOop. A ObI cormacHsica, — OcTOpoxKHO oTBeyal I'pun. 
— A MOKHO JIM TaK NOCTyMaTb C APyYTHMMH MIO/{bMu, Hajjo 
CIpOCHTS y Apyrux mo7en. 


O6a oO3HaBaTemA BIepBble 3a 3aceyjaHHe CMOTpemH pyr 
Ha fpyra, H, KaKeTcd, He CilylalH, YTo roBopuT uM I'pun. 
HecKoubKO CeKyH/| OHH pa3ftyMbIBasIH Haj Ciley{y!OWHMM WaToM. 


—TIpun Cmaepononscku, — TpogouvKwWia CHHeHbKad, — 
ymeepxcOdeulb AU Mbl, UMO YeNOBeYecmeo Npedcmaenaem 
yepo3y YKAAOY HCUZHU ALUepUY. 

— Ja, — c roToBHoctTs10 oTBeTHI I'put. 

— Kak umeHHo? 

—B mpollecce paccileoBaHud HHIMeHTa BbIACHWIOCb, YTO— 

[pum 3annyyicd. 3aragqouHbIt oTOecK CO cTOMa IpHBMeK ero 

BHMMaHHe— Tepey| HUM, Ha BBIKJIOUCHHOM [JlaHIlleTe, 3a 

KapaHallioM, CHfel MayleHbKHM cepeHbKuH mayyox. Ilayuxy 

BHMMaHHe He IOHPaBHWJIOCb H OH Hauall MefIeHHO OTCTYMATb. 

— ro 9To?! — pum BLITaHyI pyky B ero CTOPOHy. 

C rpoxoTom flepHyyiacb 3a Way4ukom CTamMHa OnsaHTbeBHa — 

WM Mpomaxuyylacb. Mapua cocKounla Co cTyya H CTOAa Tellepb 


humanity poses a threat to the lizards’ way of life?” 

“Yes,” Grip agreed readily. 

“How so?” 

“As we've investigated the incident, we’ve learned, that—” 
Grip stuttered. Something on the table glared into his eye— a 
tiny grey spider. Right in front of him, on a black tablet, behind 
the pencil. The spider didn’t like the attention and commenced 
a retreat. 
“What’s that?!” Grip stretched out his arm. 
With a loud rumble, Stalina lunged forward to catch it - and 
missed. Maria jumped up and stood behind the chair. Grip 
stretched across the table for the last ditch attempt to catch the 
spider. And also missed. 


“Tm sorry,” Grip slid back with both of his hands raised. 

“I saw something,” Maria sat back. 

“What exactly did you consider to be a threat to the lizards’ way 
of life?” the blue one continued calmly. 

“We've learned there’s just eleven of them,” Grip proceeded. 
“When it’s just eleven of you, and we're sixty billion, that’s a 
huge difference.” 

“And you want to make more of them?” 

“Exactly. We stayed back to make more of them, and I really think 
that if we help them with that, they will all begin to trust us, and 
it'll be safer for them, and they'll want to continue this contact, 
because we’ve helped them.” 

“But why would that require closing the planet for decades?” 

“I don’t know how much would it take. First we need to learn a 


cOoky. [pum BbITAHYJICA Yepes BeCb CTO H NpeUPHHA Nociep- 
HI010, OTYaTHHY1O NOMBITKY WoMaTb MayyKa. HM ToxKe npoMax- 


HYJICA. 


— Vizsunute, —I'putt cion3 o6paTHo, NofHAB 06e pyKU. 

— 4 umo-mo eudena, — IpucaxKuBallach OOpaTHo Mapua. 

— Kakyio umexHO mbl euden yeposy YKAAOY HCU3ZHU AUepUY ? — 
Kak HH B 4eM He OBIBaIIO, MepeclIpocuia CHHeHbKas. 

— MbI y3HaJM, 4TO HX BCero OA MHHALNaTb, — npoyowKH pun. 
— Koryia Bac Bcero OJMHHAMaTh, a Hac WecTEzecaT MHUIN- 
apoB, ITO OUeHS OONbIAd pasHuya. 

— YH mol xouelub cdenamb ux bonbule? 

—Bce Tak. Mbl OCTaNHCb [WIA TOFO, YTOObI CHeNaTb UX OOMIbIIE, 
H A JJeHCTBHTebHO CYHTAIO, UTO eC MBI NOMOKeM HM C 
9THM, Mocwe sTOrO BCe OHH Ha4HYT HaM J[OBepsATb, H HM 
cTaHeT GesoracHee, H y HUX OyyeT KeNaHHe ITOT KONTAKT 
IIpOOKaTh, MOTOMY UTO MBI MM MOMOTIIN. 

— HY 3auem padu amozo 6bi10 3aKpbleamb nnaKemy Ha decamu- 
Nemus? 

— Al He 3Hal0, CKOJIBKO 9TO 3alimer. IloKa MBI pa3GepeMca, Kak 
ITO CeNaTb Oe30MacHO, 1OKa MbI CeaeM HX OODLE... 

— Tak umo6bi 3mo Cdenamb Ge30NacHO, KYHCHO OblIO HAObOpom, 
npuenacums myda KaK MOIKHO Gonbule IKcnepmos. 

— Mapua — KBasMouuMpoBaHHblii chelMasucr. Y ceMH HAHEK 
WMaTs 6e3 rnasy— 

Mapua BepTemacb H YTO-TO XOTeIa CKa3aTb, HO ee He Cipallin- 

Balu. 

—-—A ellle 9TO ObI BCe 3aTAHYMOCh, a elle OHH OOATCA HaIIMX 


safe way to do it, then we need to actually do it...” 
“But shouldn’t you do the opposite: in order to do it safely, invite 
as many experts as possible?” 
“Maria is a qualified specialist. Too many cooks spoil the broth—” 
Maria couldn’t sit straight and wanted to say something, but 
nobody asked her. 
“and it'll all take a lot of time, and they’re afraid of our 
mechanisms-— they lead very simple lives, and they’re bothered 
by complex things —and they'll have to get used to the new 
people, so it’s best if it’s me, Thalia and Maria, starting with 
Newt, and then we'll see.” 


“We'll see,” the red one shook her head and extended her arm, 
pointing at Dan. “What are your views on the incident, closing 
the planet, allegations and the other topics we’ve covered? 
Daniel Washington.” 

“Me?” Dan wondered. “What about me, there ain’t a single 
decision I’ve made, and, as far as my views go, I'd rather 
keep’em to myself.” 

The red one wasn’t satisfied with that, but Dan stayed silent. 

“Trakli Shpreigl”, she moved her hand at last. 

“Not a single question before, and now that,” he grunted. “I 
won't keep mine to myself: I’ve been around, saw it all, and now 
I trust neither people nor governments. I find the very idea of 
‘introducing’ sentient into sentient outright heinous. As far as 
I'm concerned, they did the right thing.” 

“Lisa Frei.” 

‘Talso don’t have a... well-formed opinion. Fine by me.” 


Me€XaHH3MOB-— OHH OYeHb IPOCTO KHBYT, H MX Hallpsarawr 
Hall COKHBbIe WTYKH —a elle NOKa OHH MPHBBIKHYT K 
HOBBIM JIO{AM, Wyle MycTb 3TO 6yfeM MBI C TamHeH u 
Mapua, HayHem c Hpr0Ta, a TaM IIOCMOTPHM. 


— JlocmoTpHM, — MokaYasla ronOBO KpacHeHbKas H BHITAHY Ia 
Trepeyl CoG pykKy, TKHYB MasibleM B cTopony Jj3Ha. — Bate 
OTHOMeHHe K HHUAeHTY, 3aKPbITHIO WWIaHeThI, OOBHHEHHAM 
H JPyTHM OOcyKTeHHEIM 3fecb TeMaM. J]9HHen BalHHrToH. 


—A? — yrupunica [laH.— 1 4e20, A HUKAKUX pelweHutl He NDUHU- 
MGA, @ HACUEM OMHOWEHUA, MAK A, NOWANYU, NDOMONHY. 

KpacHeHbKy?0 3TO He ycTpaHBasio, Ho Jl9H Mojyall. 

— Ypaxani Mmpetrn, — nepesena ona pyky. 

—Bce 3aceyjaHve HMUerO He CiipalllMBayiu, a TyT Ha Te6e, — 
3aKpaXxTes OH. — A BOT 4 He cMouuy. A YemOBeK OBIBaJIBIH, 
BCAKOe BHBIBa, TAK UTO HH JOAAM Tellepb He AoBepslo, 
HM rocyfapcTBaM. A HaxoKy caMy Helo «oscelATL» 
pa3syMHBLX CyIeCTB B TOOBy APyrHM pa3yMHBIM CylecTBaM 
OTBpaTHTesIbHOH. Kak 10 MHe, TaK BCe IpaBHJIbHO CeMasM. 

—JIu3a Opaii. 

—A A moe He Umer... YemKOeO MHeHUA. Mena ycmpaueaem 
KQK 6blULN0. 

— Mapua Crunuep. 

—A He cuUMAW, UMO Mb ObLIU enpage NPUHUMaMb maKue 
pewenus... H @vieodbl, K KOMOpbIM... HeKoMopble U3 HAC 
NPUULAU, ObLIL CKOPONANUMENHELMU, 2AyOOKO IMOYUOHATb- 
HbLMU U HeB36elWEHHELMU. A NDOMUG 3AKPoINUA. 


“Maria Stinner.” 

“T don’t think we were in position to make such decisions... And 
the conclusions that... some of us drew were hasty, rushed and 
deeply emotional. I’m against the closing.” 

Grip was sitting sideways, stared at her sceptically, and now he 

had to turn straight quickly. 

“Grip Stavropolskty.” 

“I consider the incident to be a mutual misunderstanding, closing 
the planet to be... the best option out of all the available ones,” 
Grip was getting anxious. “I agree with Maria that we’re not the 
ideal people to decide. We were, more like, scientists. But I don’t 
consider myself guilty.” 

“Stalina Ivanova.” 

“I decry your attempts to incriminate organizing or instigating 
suicide as absurd. Exceeding authority: not my decision to 
make. The incident, I consider it to be exactly that: an incident. 
And I’ve always disapproved closing the planet.” 

“Could you clarify?” 

“Call that intuition,” she smirked. 

“Dmytro Derevyashko.” 

“I consider the actions of my subordinate justified, adjusted for 
his age. For the life of me, I don’t see which instructions he has 
violated; and exceeding authority, I’ve already made my point on 
that. Whatever charges you might press, I’d find that excessive.” 

“Helga Voronov.” 

“‘Tll refrain from commenting.” 


The blue one couldn’t take it any more and stepped up again: 


[pul CKelTHYeCKH paccMaTpHBall ee B yNOP, CHA Ha cTye 

60KoM, H Tellepb GbICTpo pasBopayHBalica. 

—T pum CtapponoucKun. 

—VHUMJeHT CUHTaO B3aHMHBIM HeNOHHMaHHeM, 3aKpbITHe 
TWIaHeTE CYHTAIO... TyWWHM BapHaHTOM V3 BO3MO)KHBLX, — 
BomHoBalca pun. — A cormacex c Mapueli, uTO MbI OBUIH He 
HJleaIbHBIMH JO[bMH, UTOOLI IPHHHMaTb TakHe pellleHHa. 
MBI OBI cKOpee yueHbIMH. Ho BHHOBHBIM Ces He CUHTANO. 

— Cramuua Mpanora. 

—TIonsITKH OOBHHHTS Hac B OpraHu3alHH HM OBeLeHHH 70 
cyuuya cautaio abcypyHEIMn. I[peBbiiieHHe MouHOMOUHH 
— He MHe pelaTb. K MHIMAeHTY OTHOIIyCh HMeHHO TO 
KaK K HHIMenTy. K 3aKpbITHIO WianeTbI BCerfja OTHOCHIACh 
OTPHLaTebHO. 

—Tloacnute? 

— Ha30Bem 9T0 HHTYHIMel, — yXMBUIBHYy/1aCb OHA. 

— [utpo Jepesalixo. 

— JJeHicTBHa CBOeTO TOM4MHEHHOTO CUHTalO OOOCHOBAaHHEIMY, C 
NOMpaBKoH Ha eTO BospactT. B yop He BOK B HUX HapyllenHA 
MHCTPYKUMH, Ja HW HacueT IpeBbIMeHHA NOMHOMOUHH A Ke 
BbICKa3asica. Jls06bIe BLIABHHYTHIe OOBHHEHHA Oyy CUHTATb 
H31MIUHHMH. 

— Xeupra Bopouos. 

— A 6o3depocycb om KomMMeHmapues. 


CHHeHbKad CHOBa He BbIfepKala H BbUIesia Blepen: 
—TIpun Cmaepononeckuil. 4 60m OdHOzO HUKAK He noiimy, u OA 
dena, ecnu maxkoeoe bydem B036y2CdeHO, IMO GonbluOti PON 


“Grip Stavropolskiy. I just can’t get my head around one thing. It 
poses little importance for the charges, if we were to press any, 
but it’s paramount for the public opinion, so I can even close the 
session for this answer. Session’s over.” 

Behind her, the red one stared at the back of her head, foreshad- 

owing a tough conversation between the two of them. 

“Whom were you saving, Grip? Us or them?” 

At this point both Stalina and Maria shook their head vigor- 

ously, suggesting Grip to refrain from answering, but he didn’t 

see them. Not only because of the stupid table — he just so 
happened to lean forward to place the earphone back. 

‘Us from them, and them from us.” 

“Oh well, that’s what I thought. Thank you all—” 

Without the earphone, the rest of her phrase drowned in the 

rumble from all the massive chairs. 


“What was that? The thing that ran away?” Stalina leaned 
towards Grip. 

“I don’t know, some badge-spider. I thought it was part of the pen, 
but it runs.” 

“How did you notice it?” 

“It lit up, right into my eye! We should ask Thalia.” 


Grip looked around. They were let out through another door, and 
Thalia was way ahead. Dan put his phone back, locked eyes with 
him and stated in a quiet voice: 

‘T think I know why they let us go so quickly. Let’s go-” 

Grip nodded and followed Stalina, but got caught and dragged 


He Uepaem. A Bom nA OOWeCMBeEHHOZO MHEHUA IMO BAHCHO, 
uA Cane 20M0BA PAadU OMBeMA 3aKpbIMb ceituac 3acedaHue. 
3acedanue 068A6NAEMCA 3AKPbIMbLM. 
3a TleyoM y Hee KpaCHeHbKad CMOTDpella eli B 3aTbIIOK TaK, 
6YATO y HAX JBOHX HaMeYasICd TDKEMbIM pasroBop. 
— Koeo mot ece-maxku cnacaa, pun? Hac wu ux? 
TyT yxe u CtayMua, H Mapua MoTasM romoBon, Mo{cKa3sbIBad 
Tpuny «He orBeyai», HO [pum sToro He Buyer. HM He TObKO 
3-34 DypallKoro cTowa — OH KaK pa3 TAHYJICA BHeped, UTOOBI 
BePHYTb Ha MeCTO HaylIHHK: 
— Hac om Hux, a ux om Hac. 
— Ymo x, KaK-mo mak #1. U nonsa. Bcem cnacu6o-— 
be3 HaylHHKa OKOHYaHHe Ppasbl NOTOHYIO B TpoxoTe MaccHB- 
HBIX CTYJIbEB. 


— to 9T0 65110? KoTopoe yOexKasi0? — HakOHWacb K HeMy 
Cramua. 

—He 3HaW. 3Ha40K-MayyoK KakOH-To. A AyMall, 3TO 4acTb 
pyUKH, a OHO Oeraer. 

— Kak TpI ero 3aMeTHII? 

— OHO cBeTHIO, IpAMO B ras! Hayjo Tato ciIpocuTs. 


Tpum 3a03Hpasica. BLITycKasIH HX Yepes Apyryto ABeps, u Tana 

yke yMuaslacb Bilepey Bcex. JI3H yOpam Tenedou, MoHMan ero 

BSIMA H, C 3a OBOPIAYeCKHM BHJOM, 3aABHI: 

—A, Kaaemca, 3HaW0, nouemy HAC maK NeeKO OMNyCMUAU. 
TTotidem— 

[pull KHBHYI H Moles 3a CTasMHOH, HO cpa3y Ke 3a JBEPbIO OBL 


away by Thalia right behind the door: 


“Grip, Lora. Lora is stupid!” Thalia was boiling up. 

“Hey!” Lora, a tall high schooler, took offence to that. “That word 
I do know.” 

“and I’m ‘valenok’—” 

“Nice to me—” 

“Lora thinks we should’ve been housed them in our heads!” 

“She what?” Grip squinted. 

“that’s not exactly what I-” 

“tell her!” 

“Why?” Grip asked directly. 

“First of all, you haven’t even tried to—” 

“What do you mean ‘we haven't tried’, we have. Have you read 
the whole fairy tale? It didn’t work great.” 

“Yeah-yeah, you died. But you had a cure, and you didn’t even 
try!” 

“Try what, putting them into our heads?” 

“What if this is the key to understanding them? The right way 
for humans and lizards to coexist? As a whole? What if nobody 
should’ve learned any languages?” 

Thalia threw her hands at Lora in desperation, as in, don’t you 

see, she’s clearly off the rails! 

“Why? What for?” Grip insisted. “Do you want to always have 
another sentient being with you?” 

“Well, maybe I do. And now, thanks to someone, I won’t even—” 

“Marry.” 

“What?” 


cljallaH H OTTalljeH B CTOpoHy TamHeit: 


—T pun, Jlopa. Jlopa — Aypa! — neHusacb Tantus. 

— Iti! — o6upenacs JIopa, BbICOKad CTapieKmaccHula. — Imo 
CN06O A 3HAN. 

—-a 1 — BaleHOK- 

— Pada 3HaKom— 

—Jlopa cuumaem, Mo Mol CONHCHEI ObiU paccenumb Ux cebe 
no eonosam!— 

— Yeeo? — comypwica [put. 

—-9MO He coecem mo, UMO A- 

— -ob6eacnu eit! 

— 3auem? — Ipsmo cupocua Jlopy I'pun. 

— Bo-nepevtx, 6bl dance He npobosanu— 

— Bcmoicne «ne npoboeanu», nonpobosanu. Tet cKa3Ky 00 Konya 
dowumana? TTonyuUunoce He OUeH’. 

— /Ja-da, mb1 ymep. Ho y eac ce ObLI0 Cpedcmé6o OM 3MOeO, U Bbl 
dace He nonpobosanu! 

— 3anuxamb ux ce6e 6 2onosy? 

—A ecru amo u ecmb KIO" K NOHUMAHUIO? Ecnu MaK U CONDHCHI 
cocylyecmeogamb J00U U ALyepuubl? Kak edunoe yenoe? Ecnu 
Boobie He HACO ObLIO WUUMb HUKAKOU ASbIK? 

Talua B OTYadHHH Maxasla B cTopoHy Jlopbl pykaMy, MOU, 

BHM, KAKO THKENBIM CyyaHt? 

— 3auem? Ymo6vl umo? — HactauBal T'pun. — Tol xoueulb 
ymo6bi c mo6oli eceeda ObUIO Opyeoe pasymHoe cywecmeo? 

—A moem u xouy. IIpocmo menepb, 6naeodapa Koe-KOMy, AU 
He y3Halo— 


“Find some guy and marry him.” 

Thalia propped herself against Grip’s shoulder to laugh out loud. 

“This is totally different,” Lora answered amicably. “A guy is a 
separate creature—” 

“And so are they!” 

“Yes!” Thalia echoed him. 

“—and here we’d be together inside one head—” 

“Would you lock him up there? Why do you even think there will 
be a ‘you’ in there?” 

“Yeah!— Wait, what?” Thalia turned her head at Grip. 

“Why do we think lizards survive that?” 

“What do you mean? They don’t survive?” Thalia blinked at him. 

“Perhaps they don’t survive,” Lora shrugged. “Perhaps they do. 
Who knows? Right, nobody does. What you should’ve done is to 
see for yourself!” 

“Maybe we will, we just won’t-” Grip stated, distracted by the 
commotion in the middle of the hallway. “Wait a minute.” 


Dan towered the crowd, the rest orbited him. Stalina Filantievna 
was already escaping his gravitational pull. 

“—what does that mean?” 

“from up there—” 

“—what are they saving up for—” 

“twenty-two-” 


“Super-spy! Fetch the information!” Grip stroke a pose, pointing 
at Dan. 
Thalia reached the crowd in three large hops, sliced through 


— Boliidu 3amyxe. 

— Ymo? 

— Haiidu ce6e napus u evtiidu 3amyxe. 

Tama onepmacb [puny Ha We40, YTOObI MpOcMesTECA. 

—Jmo sgoobwe He mo, — MupomOuBO oTBeYana JIopa. — 
Tapes — omdenvHoe cywecmeo— 

— Tak u oxu moxee! 

—{a! — stopuna emy Tama. 

—-—a mym Mbl emecme bydem 6 OdHOU 20n0Be- 

— 3anpeuls mbl e20 mam umo Nu? JJa c 4e20 Mol BoobwWe 63:14, 
4Ymo MAM OcMAHEWbCA Mb1? 

—fa!- Cmon, umo? — Tlopepxyna romosy Taya. 

—TIouemy Mbl Oymaem, mo sluepuubl nocne 9moeo 
BbIICUBAIOM? 

— 3mo Kak amo? He ebixcusarom? — xnomasa ra3aMu Taya. 

— Moocem u ne 6bl9KueaIom, — TONBKO ToKasa Weramu Jlopa. 
—A mostem u eblxcusaiom. Kmo 3Haem? IIpasunbHo, HuKMO, 
aHa0O ObIN0 B3AMb U NpOBepumMb. 

—A MmMowcem U NposepumM, npocmo— — 3aaBuI ['pull, OTBIIEK- 
IMC Ha CTOMMOTBOPeHHe B LeHTpe Kopupopa. — ITozodu. 


Hag Tommou Bbicwica JJ9H, OCTabHbIe KPYTHMHCb BOKpYT, 
CramMHa OyaHTbeBHa yoKe OTXOTMIA, 

—-—Ymo 3mo 3Hayum?— 

—-otTTyza!— 

——ve20 OHU IKOHOMAM ?— 

—-—deaduame dea?— 


with another one and hung onto Dan’s hand, to great dismay 
of everyone around. A copy was sent to everyone and the 
commotion fragmented into smaller clusters. Grip joined Thalia, 
next to Derevyashko. 


+22, they all argue. T. Can’t fix reproduction alone without 
travel. Can read and alter memory. M. Right decision. We 
aren’t ready. 20 years. G. Hi. N1. 


“What, what does it all-” Grip wondered. 

“Plus twenty-two means we did it! Yee-haw!” 

“And ‘T’ means you!” 

“Then ‘M’ is Maria! ‘G’ is 

“And ‘N one’ means Newt! The original one.” 

“O-o-oh.” 

“What does it mean ‘can’t fix reproduction’? What ‘travel’?” 

“We need to ask Maria. About memory as well,” Thalia scanned 
the hallway. “Oh, Irakli Kosmovich, they don’t have a ‘hi’, do 
they?” 

“They sure don’t,” the linguist confirmed. “Somebody taught 
them ours. Who could it be?” 


“Grip, don’t you find something odd?” Dmytro Ivanovich asked. 
“Can't fix’? ‘Alone without travel’?” 

“No. Do you find something missing?” 

“.. What? Everything here is excessive.” 

“T would’ve said ‘goodbye’.” 

“T wouldn't. I wouldn’t write anything.” 

“Wait,” Irakli Kosmovich laughed. “I wouldn’t write ‘goodbye’ 


— Cynep-pasBezuHK! Jo6y7qb HA@opMarHio! — mpuKa3an Tpun 
TaJIHH, KapTHHHO BCKHHYB pYKy. 

B TpH IpsDKKa OHa JOCTHIMa CTOMMOTBOPeHHA, MpomeTena 

CKBO3b TOMMY, H, KO BCeOOWeMY HeOBONBCTBY, NOBACHa y aHa 

Ha pyKe. CooOmeHve pasociasM BCeM, H TOMIMa pactalach Ha 

Tpymmsi. [pu npHcoeyqMHWIcs K Tau, HO Tak, YTOOBI NOGWKe 

K JlepeBaliKo. 


+22, OHU ece cnopam. T. He moey nowuKUMb BocnpOU3é600- 
cméo odHa 6e3 nymewecmeun. Moey uumame u u3smeHAMd 
namsamb. M. ITpasutbHoe peuenue. Moi He 2zomoevi. 20 nem. 
I. I[pueem. H1. 


— UTO, ¥TO Bce sTO— — raglan I'pum. 

—IImoc aBafaTb Ba, 3HaduT Bce NoyuHNcs! 3-xen! 

— A «Ta» — aTo THI! 

— A «3M» Tora — Mapua! «Ta»— 

—A «3H o7{MH» — Hp00T! eps. 

— 0-0-0. 

—A B CMBICIIe, He MOLY MOYMHHTS BOCIPOH3BOLCTBO? Kakoro 
nyTe— 

—CxomMpopatb, H Bce? Hago cipocuts Mapu. UM mpo 
aMaTb, — o3npasacb Tama. — O, Mpakmi Kocmosny, y 
HHX )Ke HET «IIpHBeT»? 

— Het, — nlogTBepqW1 WMHTBHCT. — Hayy KTO-TO Halley. 
KTOo Ob! 3TO OBL, Th Kak JyMaelllb? 


—Tpum, Te6e HMYero He KaKeTCA CTPaHHbIM? — cipocun 
Amutpo MBanosyy. 


either.” 
“Why?” Derevyashko wondered. 
“Good luck charging—” 
“us with suicide, right!” Grip finished the sentence. “Yeah!” 
Right!” Trakli Kosmovich gleefully confirmed. 
“Why then?” Grip turned to Dmytro Ivanovich. 
“To be sure they're gone.” 
“Who cares? Would he come back? And we'll get mixed up?” 
“No,” Derevyashko let out a faint smile. “No way.” 
“Would claim my life? Inheritance?” 
“No, that’s not” 
“That’s it, then.” 


Grip waved to Martin Aleksandrovich, watching this from far 
away with Stalina and Lisa. Who is this man? Grip never saw 
him before. Thalia was next to Maria: 

“still out there? What do you think?” Maria asked. 

“T don’t think so.” 

‘Ido. And you, Grip?” 

“T think it does not matter.” 

“Hey, not cool!” Thalia protested. “You were supposed to be the 
third-” 

“I, uh, wanted to ask. About the press. What was that thing that 
ran away from us? About this small, like a spider, grey, we saw 
it, and it ran—” 

“Well, you answered it yourself,” Thalia looked at him, quizzed. 
“They wanted an exclusive video. Was that the ruckus—” 

“Yeah. Didn’t catch it. They'll have funny video now...” 


— «He Mozy nowuHumb?» «Oda 6e3 nymewecmeuA?» 

— J]a Het. HeT TaKoro, UTO Yer0-TO He XBaTaeT? 

—... Yero? TyT Bce mHutHee. 

— 5 ObI Mompomasics. 

— As Ob! HeT. A ObI BOOGIE HMYerO He IMCaI. 

— Tak 9T0, — paccmesyica Upaxnuli Kocmopny. — Tak 4 ObI 
TOKe He Npomaca. 

—Tlouemy? — He monan JlepeBalrKo. 

— Ilyctb Tenepb nonpooby1oT— 

— -OOBHHHTb Hac B CyHyHye, BepHo! — pajlocTHO 3aKOHYHI 
Tpum. — A! 

— Hy! — nogTBepyui AoBoubHE Mpaxnuit Kocmosuy. 

—Tak 3a4em Torga? — noBepxHyzica [pun x mMutpo Msaxo- 
BHYY. 

— YT06bI TOUHO 3HaTb, YTO HX OOMbIIe HET. 

— Kakaa pasHuta? OH 4TO, BepHeTca? UV MBI MepeltyTaemca? 

— Her, — cna6o ynpionyrca epessmko. — Ucxmoueno. 

— byJleT IpeTeHoBaTb Ha MO10 XKH3Hb? HacieqcTBo? 

— Het, Tak ToxKe— 

— Hy uBce. 


[pun momaxan pykoli MapTuuy AmeKcaHapoBHyy, Habsoyas- 
IMemy BCe 43 TTyOMHEI KopHopa BMecTe co CTamMHOH H JIu30n. 
A 9T0 4TO 3a MyKuHHa? Ero I'pum Boobme HHKOrsa He BUEN. 
TamlHa Hallacb payom c Mapuent: 

— -é6ce ele mam? Tol KaK Oymaewwb? — cipaltuBana Mapua. 
— 4 dyman, mo Hem, — oTBeYasa Tanna. 

— 4 dymaw, umo da. 


‘Nah, that’s not what they’re after, they want you speaking. 
Especially something they could twist. Whatever. If you see 
yourself talking, from below your chin, that’s where it came 
from.” 

Thalia finished the sentence, staring intensely at a white-haired 

old man who greeted them downstairs. As he approached them, 

he pulled his hands out of the pockets. He then bumped Thalia 
and Grip’s shoulders with his fists and opened his palms, reveal- 
ing two badges, each depicting a curly-haired bearded head. 

“Glad to meet you two! I’m honoured to appoint you honorary 
members of the Newest Ethics Academy.” 

“Thank you,” Thalia squeaked, grabbed the badge and ran away. 

“New Aesthetics?” Grip asked. 

“Newest Ethics,” the old man switched to passable Russian. 

Grip raised the weightless, printed badge, letting his imagination 

try it on to the statues he saw earlier today. It didn’t really fit in 

stylistically. 

“Would like to know what it is?” 

“Yeah,” Grip nodded. 

“Enroll and you could learn it all. Perhaps there still will be 
problems left for you.” 

“Problems?” 

“Those you brought. About lizards. Memory. Mind control. 
Do you say this: ‘if this somehow true could be, mushrooms 
would've grown on ye?” 

“Yeah, we do,” Grip liked his weird pronunciation. 

“So for centuries, for centuries we’re debating various hypotheti- 


—A mol, [pun? 

—A 2 OyMAaIa, UMO 3MO HEBAHCHO. 

—Ju, mak He uNmepecHo! — Bo3MyTHMacb Tamua. — Tol 
donnceH Ovi ObIM’ MpembuM— 

— 3TO, 4TO CIPOCHTS-TO xoTeN. Hacuem npeccoi. Ymo amo 3a 
wimyka om Hac y6excana? Bom maxkozo pasmepa, KAK NayuoK 
MaKoil, cepblii, Mbl e20 yeudenu, a OH bexcaMb— 

—Hy, mbl cam cnpocul, cam omeemuz, — 03ajjaueHHo 
cMoTpesia Ha Hero Tana. — Xomenu Kadpbl, He KAK y 6CceX. 
IMO U3-3A He2o Bbl lWyMenu— 

—Aea. Ynycmunu. bydym y Hux menepb Becenble KaOpbl... 

— He, um He 3mo Hado, a KaK Mbl petu MonKaewulb. OcobeHHo, 
mo, Umo nepespamb MoxHCHO. Hy, 3Mo, yeudUuIu BUdEO U3-NOd 
nod6opodka, 3HaXUM IMO O10 OHO. 

JjoroBapHBasia Tayiva ;Ke IpHCTasIbHO paccMaTpHBas Nosomey- 

Mero K HMM Ceforo AeAYUIKy, YTO MPHBeTCTBOBa HX BHH3y. 

Tlofoviya, OH BEIHY/ PyKH W3 KapMaHOB, TKHY/I HX c Tamme 

KylaKaMH B IWleYH M pacKpbI Jayouu. B KaKyOH obHapy- 

HKWIOCh 10 3HaYKy C H300paxKeHHeM KyYepABOH, GopopaTou 

TOJIOBEI. 

—Pad ecmpemumb eac deoux! Huei uecmb Ha3sHaXuumb Bac 
nowemHolMu wleHamu Akademuu Hoseiiuett IMUKU. 

—Cnacu6o, — muckuyna Tana, CXBaTWa 3Ha4OK M TyT OKe 


yoexama. 
— Hosoti sememuku? — nepecipocus pun. 
—HopetileH 9THKH, — ITepellle— Ha CHOCHBIM pyccKHit 


qepyurKa. 


cals, thought we know. And now you come with those lizards of 
yours: see, here they are, mushrooms. Mind control. Memory. 
Lizards’. Ours. What did you have, philosophers? Remind us? 
And we just... ?” 

“We didn’t grow them, just discovered them,” Grip nodded 
gleefully. “But I understand what you're saying.” 

“Yeah. So we'll think again now, probably, anew.” 

“And this ‘honorary member’ thing, it’s...?” 

“You have the right to attend our meetings... But, I'm afraid, you 
live so far away, this will be mostly a formality.” 

“Pity. » 

“Pity. But big thank you! And this is for you, to remember...” 


He made a few steps away, issued a prolonged glance to Thalia, 

who was all but shrieking at Lora: 

“—your idea, it’s even neat! It’s you whom I hate! How could you— 

‘Dear guests!” he interrupted their one-sided scene. “I’m afraid 
we can’t let you go just yet, but we could offer refreshments in 
the meantime. Follow me down-” 

“Listen, now when we'll be tried and—” Grip addressed Thalia. 

“They pretty much let you walk away with that,” she cut him 
short, staring at Lora, who was being distracted by Lisa. 

“Are you sure? One hundred percent?” 

“Not a hundred, but stop worrying about it, worry about the 
media.” 


[pH OHA HeBeCOMBIM, MeyaTaHHbI 3Ha4OK, MBICIeHHO 
IIpHMepaa ero K BoOOpaKaeMbIM cTaTyAM. K yBHJe@HHBIM 
CeTO/HA TaKad TONOBAa MOLXOMa He OYCHb. 

— XoTen0cb ObI 3HaTb, YTO ITO? — CIIPOCHII JesyuKa. 

— ry, — kuBuys [pu 

—Tlocrynafire K HaM, MH y3HaeTe. MoxeT, H Ja Bac elle 
TpoOsiem OcTaHeTca. 

— Kakux mpo6mem? 

—Kotopsle BbI Nepey, Hamu moctaBunu. IIpo amepuy. IIpo 
TlaMaTb. IIpo KOHTpomb pa3yMa. BbI rOBOpHTe TaK: «eciIH OBI, 
Ja KaObl, Ja BO PTY pociH rpHOsl», He IpaBya IH? 

—TosopuM, — paopalica ero 4yHOMy IpousHomennto I'pun. 

— BOT MBI BeKaMH, BeKaMH paccyKaiM pasHble ruloTeTHye- 
CKHe CHTyalMy, JYMasIM, 4TO BCe MOHMMaem. VM Tenlepb BI 
IIPHUWIM CO CBOHMH AllepHjaMu: CMOTpHTe, BOT Ke OHH, 
TpH6sl. KonTpomb pasyma. Iamatu. Amepuu. Hamex. Uro y 
Bac Ha 3TO ObIIO, PUNOCOpE? HanomMuute? A MBI IIpOcTo... 

— MBI HX He BbIpallMBasH, MBI TOJIbKO Halim, — pajjocTHo 
KuBaJl pun. — Ho 4 NoHnal. 

—jla. Tenepb MbI 6yj[eM CHOBa J[yMaTb, KaxKeTCH, YTO BCe 
3aHOBO. 

— A BOT 3TO BOT, NOYEMHbIll WeH, STO...? 

— Bpl HMeeTe I1paBo MOcelaTb Halu coOpaHHs... HO, 1 6010Cb, 
UTO THI KUBEMIb TAK JaleKO, YTO 3TO GyeT MpocTo dopMalib- 
HOCTB. 

— )KalIKo. 

— )KaKo. Ho 6onbitioe cnacu6o! A 9To Tebe, YTOOLI MOMHUI... 


This micro-canteen’s food stand was almost non-existent and 

barren. Instead, pizza boxes were stacked on one of the tables. 

Derevyashko and Martin Aleksandrovich grabbed one each 

without breaking their stride and headed for the furthest table. 

An impromptu council of Thalia, Lora and the white-haired man 

was debating something so intensely, Grip couldn’t follow it any 

more after all he’s been through today. Maria and Lisa kept tabs 
on them, and Dan kept asking Grip questions: 

“How was it like, talking with lizards?” 

“Totally unlike people. You can’t translate them. We have no 
words for them, they — for us.” 

“They don’t have many, but they do have some, don’t they? ‘Go’, 
‘stop’, ‘look’, ‘yes’, ‘no’—” 

“No, no ‘stop’, and, most importantly, no ‘good’ and ‘bad’. Like, 
they have it, but it’s something different. We thought about it so 
much...” 

“So, did you understand it?” 

“We did. That they have no such words. And when they do, you 
can always understand in many ways.” 

“And emotions” 

‘Tm not joking. I don’t know. If Newt is afraid or... what’s the 
word when you're deciding to do or not do...” 

“Hesitation?” 

“Maybe.” 

“So, do they have words for emotions? If they have a word for 
hesitation, they probably feel it.” 

“No. They have ‘rejoice’, but it’s...” Grip waved his hands. “Action, 


OH OTCTYNWI Ha HeCKOJIbKO WaroB H NOKOCHICA Ha TasIM, 

KoTOpad PKe MOUTH KpHyasia Ha JIopy: 

— —meo1 uder, OHA daxce cKnadHaa! A HeHasusy A meba! Kak 
Mbl MOHCEULb MAK— 

—Topozue 2eocmu! — pepBall OH HX O/JHOCTOPOHHHH cKaHpall. 
— Bowcs, umo omnycmumb 6ac Mbl noKa He ModceM, 
3amo Mo3KemM npednoxcumMb nNpoxnadumenbHble HAaNnuUMKU. 
TTpoiidume 3a Muot no- 

— Crymaii, BOT Hac Tenlepb 6yAYT CyAMTE, H KakK—— oOpaTuica 
Tpum kK Tamu. 

—Te6s, canta, oTnycTumM, — oOopBaya ero OHa, a CcaMa 
cBepsIMla B3IIA{0M Jlopy, KOTOpy10 oTBeKaua JIu3a. 

—TouHo? CTo mpoleHtTos? 

—He cro. Ho xBaTuT JyMaTs po cy H HauHHai AyMaTs mpo 
mpeccy. 


B 3TOH MHKPOCTOMOBOH HH pa3zqayH TONKOM He ObLIO, HU efBI 
Ha Hel. ITMiia JleKasIa Ha OJHOM 3 CTOMMKOB JBYMA CTONKAaMH 
Kopo6oK, MH 3allleqmMe mepBbimH JlepepammKo H MapTuy 
AlleKcaH]poBH4, He COaBiAd Mara, TYT Ke BEITAMWIH 10 OAHOH 
H YUM 3a CTOMMK B JaJIbHUM yron. KoncumuyM 43 Tammy, Jlopsi 
H CefOTo Je yIIKM CIMMIKOM 6ypHo H OBICTpO OOcyKaII YTO-TO, 
Tputly Mocwe THKeOrO WHA yKe HepocTynHoe. Mapus u Jlu3sa 
Cue THI 3a HX JMCKyccHeH, a BOT [9H HHTepecoBasica pHi: 
— Kak ono, 2eogopumb c Alwepuyamu? 

— Coecem He mak, KaK Cc Ju0dbMu. Hx He nepesecmu. Y Hac Hem 


word for action, not emotion.” 

“Are you really not upset with Newt?” 

“Oh come on!” Grip shook his hands in the air. “How many times 
do I have to repeat? Why does nobody listen to me?” 

“‘T don’t know!” Dan bent even lower. ‘I really thought you’re just 
being noble, forgiving him and everything. How can you not be 
upset?” 

“Like this. Why should I be upset? I wasn’t even there, maybe 
that’s why? When I was little, my mom made those,” Grip played 
out a little pantomime. 

“Bubbles?” Dan mustered a guess. 

“Yeah, and I smashed all of them. Am I now a terrible bubble 
killer? No, I was just curious. And he was just curious.” 

“What, he didn’t want to take control over our leader and 
conquer the world?” Dan mocked disappointment. 

“He'd better not fall and smash himself. I’ll be back.” 


Grip was absent for just a little, and Thalia and Lora already hada 
peace-making ceremony. Even though they didn’t really agree at 
all. Under the old man’s influence, Lora admitted, that they were 
right to close the planet, but purely by accident, as they haven’t 
learned about altering memory yet. Meaning, she didn’t abandon 
her head cohabitation ideas. 


Now Thalia was catching up with some shared news with Lora, 
and Lisa seemed to set a goal to open each and every pizza box. 
Grip decided to go to the Russian-speaking corner, but first to grab 
a piece of pizza. 


CN06 O/A HUX, y HUX — OA HAC. 

—JY Hux mano, Ho Kakue-mo xe ecm. «Hou», «cmoit», 
«CMOMpU», «Oa», «HeEM»— 

— Hem. «Cmott» yoce Hem, a, enaeHoe, Hem «XOPOWo» U «NAOXO». 
Tounee ecmb, HO 3MO UMO-mo Opyeoe. Mvi cmonbKo HAO HUM 
OyMaulu... 

— Hi kak, nonamu? 

—TTouanu. Ymo Hem y Hac makux cnoe. A Koz0a ecmb, eceeda 
MOIKCHO NOHAMb MAK, A MOIKCHO UHAYE. 

—A amouuu— 

—A He wymun. A He 3Ha10. Bom, 6oumca nu Hbiom unu 9Mo... 
KAK 3MO CNO8O, KO2da peulaeub, OenaMb UAL Hem... 

— Comuenue? 

— Haeepuoe. 

—A dna amouuil y HUX ecmb cnoBa? Ecru ecmb CnOBO ONL COMHE- 
HUA, HABEPHOE, eCMb U IMOUUA. 

— Hem. Ecmb «nukoeamb», Ho 9mo... — Maxall pyKaMu pun. — 
Imo dns delicmeun cnoeo. He dna IMOUUU. 

—A mbl npaeda Ha Heeo He o6usKaeubca? 

—Ja naduo! — tloTpsacan pykamu T'pun. — CKosbKo pa3 mHe 
ele HYCHO Noemopumb? IIoueMy HUKMO MeHA He clywuaem? 

— He 3xaro! — ee awe cKn0HMIICA J19H. — 1 npaeda dyman, 
4YmMO Mbl NPOCMO ezo NpOWAeUlb, BeCb MaKoll ONazopodnill. 
Kak MocHO Npocmo He o6usxKcambca? 

— Hy eom mak. Iouwemy A donscen o6uxcameca? Mena mam 
Boole He ObLI0, MoICeM NoIMOmy A MeHbIUe Nepencueaio? A 
KO20a ManleHbKutl Obl, MHe Mama 3mu, — u306pa3uN pun 


“You should try this one, and this one as well. If it’s such a break- 
through and stuff, why isn’t every single headline about writing 
memory?” Lisa asked Maria. 

“Because the sane ones understand it’s not about people, and all 
the nutjobs already think we can decode and implant thoughts?” 
Maria waived her slice of pizza. 

“Are you sure we don’t?” 

Maria stared at Lisa in silence until she stopped her rummage 

and looked hack. 

“What in the world you’re inhabiting led you to believe we 
already can?” 

‘I wouldn't go to school then!—” Grip remarked. 

“Precisely.” 

“just learned everything on my way home, boom! No schools!” 

“No courts,” Maria nodded. 

“No jails?” Grip suggested. 

“No reports.” 

“Oh yeah,” Lisa responded. 

‘Ts it really a bad thing?” 

“A wonderful one. No complaints either,” Dan replied. “Why are 
you so bitter, Mary? Looks like they let you go. Is something—” 

“Of course I’m furious,” she pursed her lips. 

“With whom?” 

“With myself!” 

“Because of what she wrote?” 

“What she didn’t. The thoughts bit could come in handy- but not 
a word on reproduction. What an asshole.” 


HeOOMbINYI0 aHTOMUMY. 

—ITy3vipu nyckana? — mpeqnonoxn Jon. 

— Ta, a A ux Nonan ece. A menep 2posHblii yOutiya ny3bipeit? 
Mue npocmo 6bul0 uxmepecHo, U emy npocmo O6bUI0 
uHMepeCHO. 

— Ymo, oH He Xomen 3axeamUuMb CaMOzO U3 HAC eNaBHoeO, a 
nomom U ecb Mup? — leaHHO paccTpouca J9H. 

— Oil, emy 6b1 6e3 3moz0 camomy He pasbumbca. A cettuac. 


Tp OTIyYWICA BCero HeHasouro, a Tanna u Jlopa pxe TOpxKe- 
CTBEHHO IPHMMPHTesIbHO OOHMMAIINCE. XOTA COrMacHeM MEXK]y 
HUMH H He NaxJ0: NO BAMAHMeM AeqyuKH Jlopa IpH3Hasa, YTO 
OHH BCe IpaBHJIbHO Cela, HO COBepIMeHHO ClydaHHo, HOTOMY 
YTO elle He 3HaIH Mpo WaMaTb. Tak 4TO C Hee COBMeCTHOrO 
IIPOXKHBAHHA B O/HOM ToMOBe OHA BCe PaBHO He paccTaBaslacb. 


Temepb Jlopa paccKa3biBaia TayIMH KaKHe-TO HX HOBOCTH, a 

Jiu3a, KaKeTCA, WOcTaBHna ceOe Web 3alMHyTb B KaKY10 

Kopooky. [pun co6paica MOHTH B PyCCKOrOBOpAIHH yrou, HO 

cHaYasla TOKE PelIHN B3AT CeOe KYCOK NMULEI. 

— Bom amy nonpobyil, u gom amy ewe. Cnywail, a pas 3mo 
makoli npopbie, nowemy npo namamb ewe He 6 Kaxcdolt 
Hosocmu? — citpocwia JIu3a y Mapu. 

—TIIomomy umo pa3ymuble NoHUMAaIOM, 4MO 9MO He npo T0deU, 
a ece noexasluue u 6e3 Mo20 CLUMaIOM, UMO Mbl yIKe yMeem 
yumamb U eHedpam’ MbICNu? — MaXajla KYCKOM IMULBI 
Mapua. 

—A Mbl MOUHO He ymeem? 


“Why do you call yourself this,” Grip was saddened. “You should 
love yourself. She loves you too, so she cares about you—” 

Maria wasn’t buying this. 

“—so it means you shouldn’t know.” 

“So it means she knows how angry I am at her! She could’ve... 
Now I’ll never know how... are they seeds or have they—” 


At the table Grip hasn’t reached yet, Martin Aleksandrovich has 

let out a loud whistle. 

“Come on,” Derevyashko looked over at his phone. “Just a bunch 
of idiots.” 

“What's up? 

“An armed robbery.” 

“What’s happening?” 

“Some thugs at bay-” 

Heavy steps marked Marek’s arrival, an apologetic old man 

towered behind him. 

“Go, go, go, now! Feds, in the front, fists, right behind them!” 

Grip stopped to put the cup back and to watch how the cool 

(counter?)intelligence officers pick pizza: they grab boxes 

from almost the very bottom of the stack. Martin took one, 

Derevyashko took two. Makes sense, these should be the ones 

with the most pizza left inside. 


Turns out, local gravity turned Irakli Kosmovich into a good 
runner. As they were approaching the exit, the intelligence 
officers covered themselves from the rain with pizza boxes, 
while Marek produced a phone that discussed the news loudly: 


Mapua 3amomyasa HM ycTaBHiacb Ha JIM3y, 10Ka Ta He OTBIIeK- 

ach H He 3arIAHyya ett B ylasa. 

— A ymo U3 OKpyHCaroWeli PeAbHOCMU HABeNO MeOA HA MbICTb, 
4Ymo Mbl MAK yore yMeem? 

— 41 Obl He XOOUN Mozda 6 wKony! — BcTaBun T'pun. 

— Hmenno. 

—-npocmo no nymu domoii Obi ece eblyuun u 6ym! HuKaxux 
wkon! 

— Huxkakux cydo6, — kupana Mapua. 

— Hukakux miopem? — mpeqmonoxua l'pun. 

— Hf nuKakux omuemoe. 

— 0 0a, — oTKnMKHyuacb JIn3a. 

—A 9mo mouHo nioxo? — ToutyTun pun. 

— ITpocmo 3ameyamenbuo. Kano6 mouce He 6ydem, — OTBeTUI 
7i3H. — Mapua, a mol yeeo maxkaa Kucnaa? Bac xe, epode, 
omnycmuzu. Ymo-mo— 

— Koueuno 2 3nr0cb, — oypKalla ryObI OHA. 

— Ha koeo? 

— Ha ce6a! 

— H3-3a mozo, umo cebe Hanucana? 

— Ymo xe nanucana. IIpo Mbicnu mMHe ModKem OYeHb NpUuzo- 
dumoca. ITpo pasmunootenue 3Ma KO3A HUYEZO, HU-4e-20 MHE 
He nodcKasana. 

— Ymo 3 ebl max o ce6e, — oropuunca Tpun. — Ce6a nado 
Juoo6umb. Ona eac mo6um, 3HAUUM O Bac 3ab6omumMcA— 

Maputo eFo MBICJIb He MpoHasa. 

— -3HQUUM BAM He HAado 3HamMb. 


— 3HaquumM 3HaeM, KaK 9 Ha Hee ceituac 3na! A Moena Ovi... Tenepb 
ALHUKO20Q He Y3HAW... CeMeHa OHU UU UMO Mam y HUX— 


3a CTOJIMKOM, {0 KOTOporo I'puml Tak MoKa H He olen, MapTuu 

AjleKcaH]{pOBHY 'pOMKO IIpHCBHCTHYI. 

— Ja He o6patjal BHUMaHUA, — 3alIAHy K HeMy B Teme@oH 
HepessmKxo. — IIpHyypkH KakuHe-To. 

— To TaM? — cipocuyia Yepes BCIO KOMHaTy CTasHHa. 

— BoopyxenHoe orpa6menne— 

— Orpa6menne? 

— Ymo npoucxodum? 

— Ha 3aJIMBe Kakuve-TO— 

C THKENEIM TONOTOM B MHHHCTONOByI0 BOeKaN Mapex, v3-3a 

HeTO TOpall H3BHHAIOUMHCA DeyuKa. 

— Tlotidem, notidem, ceituac! Dedepambl eneped, Kynaku, depHcu- 
mecb nosadu! 

[pum 3ajepKalicd, 4TOOBI MOCTAaBHTb CTaKaHYHK HM UYTOOBI 

BHHMATeJIbHee IIOCMOTPeTS, KaK ONBITHBIe (KOHTP?)pasBe 4K 

BEIOMPAaWT MMU: XBaTAIOT, He IA J4, KOPOOKH MOUTH C camoro 

Hu3y. MapTHu ofny, a JlepeBaliKo Tak H BoBce ype. JIorM4Ho, 

Tellepb BHH3Y J[OJDKHBI OLUIM OBIT CaMBIe OHbIe KOPOOKU. 


Mpakimii KocmMopuy, oKa3bIBaeTCa, O4eHb HeIMIOXO Geran Ip 

MeCTHOM rpaBuTalun. Kora oH BbIOeranH Ha KpBIIbIO, 

pasBeqYHKH IPHKPbUIMCh OT AOKAA WHIeH, a Mapex BEITAHYI 

B pyKe Teledou, KOTOpbIM Bella: 

— —dAaBHO He CNYYANOCb, FHOU, Mbl NPUNOMUHAeULb ele OOUH 
makoil dep3kuil Hanem? 


“_for a long time. Andy, could you recall such a daring raid?” 

“No, time to call my grandma. A raid, what a word, a raid, that’s 
something from her era indeed. The police has already-” 

The sound from the phone has yielded to the screams of the 
crowd, awaiting them despite the rain. It was already dark, and 
one couldn’t make out people, save for the yellow police officers 
along their way. The black limousines were washed by a sea of 
glowing signs, the writings on them didn’t matter anyway. Grip 
wouldn’t mind those limousines to be taller and longer. 

“Tha-li-a! Tha-li-a!” the crowd began to chant. 

“Daddy, daddy, why rob somebody on Amster?” Thalia zipped 
through this chaos like a fish in the water. 

“Good question!” Martin Aleksandrovich ran out of breath. 
“What do you think?” 

“What’s the problem?” Grip tried to catch up with them. 

“Bye, colleagues!” Dan screamed behind them. 

Grip turned around: Dan folded himself twice over to fit into the 

limousine, Lisa jumped into the other one. 

“Say, Irobbed you and took your—” Thalia moved closer to Grip. 

“yeah, yeah?-”, the young fed unencumbered with worldly 
possessions mocked her, as he sped up before the gate. 

“You're a bad example! Just pants and—” Thalia gave up and 
sprinted on, skipping over three steps at once to catch up with 
her dad. “I know! They didn’t just snatch some secret, they 
wanted to humiliate them!” 

“Attagirl! Could be,” Martin Aleksandrovich donned a wide 
smile, as he followed Marek deeper into the hall and turned 


— Hem, mym Hado 360xumb mMoeli GabywuKe. Hanem, cnoeo-mo 
KaKoe, Hanem, 3MO MOUKO UMO-mo U3 ee anoxu. Tonuyua 
yore— 

3BYK H3 TeNedoHa, BIpOveM, ObICTpO YCTYNUA payOCTHbIM 

BOIIAM TOJMIbI, KOTOPad WOPPKH Lala UX, HECMOTPA Ha DOKI. 

Yoke CTeEMHENIO, H CaMHX JUO2eH ObVIO MOUTH He BAYHO, TOMbKO 

OKEITHIX MOMMUEHCKUX BAO HX WyTH. BOKpyr wepHBLX MMy3H- 

HOB Kayaylocb MOpe H3 CBeTAIJMXCA 3HAKOB, HW YTO Ha HX 

HallvcaHo, OBO COBCeEM-COBCeM HeBaKHO... [pum ObLI ObI He 

IIPOTHB JIMMY3HHOB IOfIMHHee H IOBBILUE. 

— Tha-li-a! Tha-li-a! — nayama cKaH_MpoBaTs TONMA. 

— TJlam, nam, 3a4eM Ha Amctepe Koro-To rpaouTb? — cama Tanna 
UYBCTBOBaNIa CeOd B ITOM Xa0ce Kak pblOa B Bose. 

—Xopommu Bonpoc, — orTBerH MaptTuH AmekcaHypoBHy, 
CileTKa 3alIbIXaBIIHCb, — a TBI CaMa Kak J[yMaelllb? 

—AB 4eM TpoOmema? — CHpOCHA MBITAIOMMHCA yrHAaTBCA 3a 
HMM pHi. 

—TIIoxa, Konneeu! — 3aKpvyat c3aqu J9H. 

[pum obepxyzca: JI9H ckiaybiBasicd B Tp Norn6enH, 4TOORI 

BOHTH B JHMY3HH, JIM3a 3alpbIrHBasla B Apyrou... 

—Hy sor oro6pama a y TeOa—, — mepectponnacb kK T'puny 
no6mwxe Tama. 

— Hy, ny? — Becemvicad MONOOH, He OOpeMeHeHHEIM MaTepH- 
aJIbHBIMH OslaraMu deepal, yCKOpAACh Wepes, KaIMTKON. 
—TsI — moxou# mpumep! Y TeOa oH MITAaHBI, a— — 
BO3MYTHacb TalMa HM IpHMycTHla 3a OTIOM BBepxX Yepe3 
TpH CTyNeHbKU, — A OpHzyMasa! OHH He MpocTo KakoH-TO 


to catch his daughter with his free hand. “Espionage and 
reputational damage. Smells like I’ve got a kistin one in here,” 
he lowered the box, but Thalia wasn’t interested in pizza. 

“And I’ve got a—” Derevyashko opened one of his boxes. 

“Wait, are we on the run? Was it the robbery—” Grip pointed at 
his boxes. 

“Oh yeah, totally us,” Martin played along. “Can’t even cross a 
street without robbing someone.” 

“Martin, what—” 

“Yeah?” he turned towards the voice. 

“—in the world are you doing in here?” Aksat Dzhonatanovich 
mocked him. 

“Where?” 

“In the embassy!” 

“I don’t know... Everybody ran, and so did J,” he replied with an 
innocent face. “Guess I gotta go then? Is the subway pass still 
there?” 

“Let’s go, you absolute...“ Marek replied through his hand glued 
to his face. 


They haven’t yet settled in the hall, as the entire space to the left 

of the door turned into a giant screen. 

“Officers!” a grim face that could rival Svobodin’s portraits in 
monumentality barked all over the room. 

Wait, not a grim, rather— no-— 

“Stay in good health, comrade General!” Aksat and Dmytro 
snapped into attention. 

Grip stood where he was, disoriented. And the face: white- 


CeKpeT CBHCTHYH! OHH elle XOTeJIM YHH3HTB! 

—Ymunuxa! BromHe ce6e BapvaHT, — paciBen MapTuy 
AjleKcaHApOBHY, Wpoberad Bceyq 3a MapeKom Mojlasbitte 
BIMyOb KOpHfOpa, H TaM JIOBA FOX CBOOOAHOM OT HUE! 
pykoH. — VW mmnonax, u pellyTaljMoHHEm yuyep6. Y Mena 
TYT, Cy WO 3allaxy, KMCTHHCKad, — ONYCTHI OH KOpoory, 
HO TasIMa WMI eH He 3aMHTepecoBaslach. 

—A y MeHa- — JlepeBAIIKO IIPHOTKPBUI OJHY H3 CBOHX 
KOpoOoK. 

— A He Hac 1H TaM nomuyHA uufeT? He TO 1H 3TO orpabmeHHe— 
— TKHYJ pHi MaybleM B ero KOPOOKH. 

—O Wa, MBI peOsTa Take, — TOJpITpbIBan MapTun Amexkcax- 
yposuy. — Ham fopory mpocto Tak MepeliTH Heyb3s, 0683a- 
TeJIbHO HajlO KOTO-To orpaouTb— 

— MaprTui, a TEI- 

— ja? — lloBepHyyica On Ha ronoc. 

— —eT0 TYT 3a0B1? — cHpocu ero c H3qeBKOH AKcaT J>KOHa- 
TaHOBHY. 

—Tye? 

—B mocomsctse! 

—He 3nato... Bce no6exKaIM, H 1 WodeKa, — C HeBHHHO 
Q@u3nMoHomMueH oTBeTHI MapTun AmeKcaHyposuy. — fA 
nolpy Torga? Ipoxoy B MeTpo BCe elle Ha MecTe? 

—Tlojem, 61H, — mo3Bam ero Mapex, He OTHHMas PyKH OT 
mma. 


He yctlem OHH paccecTbCcs B XOJUIe, KaK BCe IIPOCTPaHCTBO CIeBa 
OT BepH MpeBpaTHN0cb B OAMH CoM IKpaH. 


haired, angular, general’s face was not alive, it flowed in between 

emotions, never fully settling for one. 

“At ease, at ease you are after closing planets! I’m already 

“Hi, pops!” 

“informed on your shenanigans, so listen closely. Kirenko- 
Who's that?!” his unnatural eyes popped out. “Send her off 
right now!” 

Thalia took offence at that, and slowly walked out into the 

hallway. The face has goofily turned its eyes towards the very 

wall it was displayed on. Grip considered retreating to Irakli 

Kosmovich’s corner, but decided against it. 

“Special comms, son of a gun... So, Kirenko got there first, now 
you owe him a big one. Derevyashko, you stay. Plan ‘shadow’.” 

“Aye plan ‘shadow’!” Derevyashko’s face skewed from the bad 
news. 

“Right. Down with your unhinged antics.” 

“Beggars can’t be choosers,” Aksat said in a soothing voice. 

“You stirred that up, you calm it down,” Thalia’s pops continued 
in the meantime. “Tomorrow, eighth, at six, on the carpet, public 
flogging, then we'll think what to do with that kindergarten of 
yours.” 

“Aye eighth at six!” 

“You're free to go.” 

“I have the honour!” 

«_.. As for the conscience, we'll print you a new one.” 

The face has disappeared. Aksat Dzhonatanovich and Dmytro 

Ivanovich stood straight, looking at each other. 


—TopapHiyH odutepbi! — rpoMbIxXHyIO0 Ha BCIO KOMHaTY 
THTaHTCKoe, Kak IpodunH CBoboquHa, XMypoe MHI. 

Her, He xmypoe, cKopee— HeT— 

— 37paBua KellaeM, TOBapH, reHepas! — BBITAHYIHCb B 
croiky AKcaT H J[MuTpo. 

Tp He COpHeHTHpOBaJICA HM CTOAM Kak ecTb. A JIMO— cegoe, 

YINOBaTOe MMO TeHepayia He ObVIO KHBLIM, OHO TepeTeKasio 

HX OJHOM IMONMH B APYTy!0, HH OHO u3 HX AO KOHIa He 

IIpHHuMas. 

— BOuHO, BOJIBHO BaM ObINIO IWIaHeTE! 3aKPbIBaTb. Mue yKe— 

—IIpuser, yena! 

— -JONOKHIM, Tak YTO CiyMalte cilofa. KapeHKo- 3TO KTO y 
Bac TaM?! — BbIKATWJIMCb HeecTecTBeHHEle rasa. — TOHUTe 
ee B3alllen! 

Tama oOMemacb HM Me/IeHHO BEIIUIa B KOpHop. JMO Hemeno 

KOCHJIO r'la3a B CTOPOHY JIBepH B TOM Ke cTeHe, Ha KOTOPOH OBO 

HapucoBaHo. I'pHt TosxyMasl, He OTOHTH JM Byron K Mpakiuw 

KocMoBiHyy, HO pelHI OCTaTECA. 

— CilelcBa3b, TBOIO JHBH3HI0... 3HAaYHT Tak, — IPOJOJDKHI 
TeHepayl. — KupeHKo ycilell MepBbIM, Telepb 10 rpod emy 
HowKeH Oyyemb. [epepsalko, Th ocTaempca. Ho man 
«TeHb». 

—EctTb WiaH «TeHb»! — TepeKOCHAOCh OT HeIIPHATHBIX 
H3BeCTHH JMO JlepeBsLIKO. 

ee Bot. A TO pactOACaJIHCb BEI TaM. 

— He yo xKupy, ObIT ObI KHBY, — CKa3am AKCaT ycloKaMBalonle. 

— CaM Kallly 3aBapHl, caM H pacxmeObiBali, — npojjoKall Tem 


“What's ‘plan shadow’?” Grip asked. 

“That, Grip, means every kid gets an adult assigned,” Aksat 
Dzhonatanovich awakened and turned to him. 

“ Ow. » 

Dmytro Ivanovich didn’t wake up, just brought the pizza to the 

table without coming to his senses. 

“How bad is that?” Grip asked, examining Derevyashko. 

“This changes everything,” Aksat has dodged the question. “I'd 
like to see where would we get the budget for all of this. By the 
way, since we're here, we’ve got a serious discussion ahead.” 


They sat around the table. Dmytro calculated something complex 

in his head, turning more and more similar to his dissociate copy 

from Epsilon Indi 3. Aksat Dzhonatanovich eyed him down with 

disapproval, but Dmytro ignored the hint, so he had to do the talk 

himself. 

“OK, I can do it, no problem,” he grunted. “Something tells me, 
Grip, that you don’t want to work for us any more.” 

“I want to go home,” Grip nodded. 

“Goes without saying. I mean, after—” 


Marek peeked into the room and Aksat Dzhonatanovich got 
distracted: 

“The two of us, urgent.” 

“Yeah-yeah, I figured,” he nodded. “You two go first, Stalina-Irakli 
follow, Grip — in two days.” 

“What do you mean, ‘in two days’?” Grip wondered. 

“Medical considerations.” 


BpeMeHeM TaJIbKHH Jey. — 3aBTpa, BOCbMOTO, B IecTb — Ha 
KOBep, TaM Mpolecouy Bac M0-HacTosIMemy, a MOTOM 6yjjemM 
TYMatS, 4TO C BalIMM JeTCaIOM feats. 

— ECcTb BOCBMOLO B mecTb! 

—... CBOOOHBI. 

— ects umeto! — B rovloc OTBETHIIM eMy IOJYHHEHHEIEe. 

— ... COBECTS MBI BaM HOBY10 pacieyaTaeM. 

JIvjo mponano, a AxcaT JpKonaTaHosuy u [Mutpo Msanosny 

CTOMIM, IANA [pyr Ha Apyra. 


—A4TO TaKoe «IaH TeHb»? — cnpocw pun. 

— 370, I'put, K KaxKOMy peGeHKy IpHcTaBAT 10 B3pocoMy, — 
OUHYJICA H MOBepHyJICd K Hemy AkcaT J)KOHaTaHOBHY. 

— On. 

A JImarpo Vpanopuy He O4HYIICA; TaK H WOMen c MMNNeH K 

CTONHKY, He IPHXOfA B CO3HaHHe. 

—9TO CHJIbHO Wioxo? — cmpocun Tpun, pasriayppad 
HepeBaliko. 

—9TO BCe MeHAeT, — YKJIOHYHBO OTBeTHI AKCcaT JDKOHaTAa- 
HOBHY. — XoTel ObI A MOCMOTpeTh, OTKYa y Hac G1O/PKeTHI 
Ha 9TO Bce. KcTaTH, NOMJeM, pa3 MBI BCe TYT, pasrOBOp eCTb 
Cepbe3HBIi. 


OHM celH 3a CTONHK. J[MHTpO AyMay O YeM-TO CAOKHOM, H 
CTaHOBHJICH BCe OONbINe U OOMbINe NOXOK Ha CBOWW KOMHIO- 
JMccolmMata c IncwIOH Mayu 3. AkcaT J>KOHaTaHOBUY NOrAyen 
Ha HeTO YKOPH3HeHHO, HO J[MHTpO HaMeK IIpOHTHOpHpoBall, 4 
TOBOPHTb NPHIUWIOCh CaMOMy. 


“And what am I supposed to do here?” 

“If you want to argue, argue with doctor Krolewski,” Marek 
dismissed him. “Spare me from this—” 

“Can I at least get a phone?” 

“Go annoy comrade envoy about that, I guess.” 

“Do you want to text your mom?” Derevyashko awakened. “J can 
send it now.” 

“I want to not get lost? At the very least? Like, suppose I go for a 
walk tomorrow and disappear? What would you do?” 

“Call the police,” Marek threatened. “By the next day they'll track 
you down, for sure. Are we done?” 

“If I can’t have a phone, can we at least get some tea?” 

“What am I, a butler? One day on New Amsterdam, and now he 
wants a butler,” Marek mused as he left. 


“So,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich returned to the conversation. 

Derevyashko was still solving whatever complex problem it was. 

“Sure, your specialization is quite an exotic one- and now, thanks 
to you, also hardly relevant for a while—” 

“Have you not noticed that I’ve ruined everything? Smuggled an 
alien, died and closed a planet?” 

“Well, ifyou put it like this, it does sound like a train wreck,” Aksat 
Dzhonatanovich smiled at him. “Watch and learn: earned the 
trust of fists and aliens alike, manifested commendable initia- 
tive, self-sufficiency— no, proved capable of highly autonomous— 


“Risked his life!” Trakli Kosmovich added from his faraway 
corner. 


— Xopomo, mory 4, — Bop¥as oH. — UTO-TO MHe IOACKa3bIBaeT, 
I'pun, 4To paboraTs y Hac THI Tellepb He OUeH XOUEMIb. 

— SI Jomo# xouy, — kMBHYII T'pun. 

— 370 camo co6oii. | HMel0 B BUY, MOTOM— 


B KOMHATY 3ariaHy Mapex, u AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY OTBIeKCA 

Ha HeTo: 

— Ham [BOHM cpo4Ho. 

—Ja-fa, 4 MOHAN, — KMBHY OH. — Bb DBOe MepBBIMH, 
CramtuHa-Mpakinii 3a Bamu, [pum vepes Ba JHA— 

—A ¥eTo 9TO A Yepes Ba WHA? — yquBuaIcA lpn. 

— lo MeqHUMHCKHM N0Ka3aHHaM. 

—Vuro a tyt 6yzy AenaTh? 

— Ec xo4¥ellb CHOpHTS, Clopb c FOKTOpom KpomescKu, — 
oTMaxuBasica Mapex. — a MeHa KaK-HHOyb H30aBb. 

— A MOKHO MHe TOrJla XOTA ObI TeedoH? — HacTaHBan pun. 

— AC 9THM, HaBepHoe, JOHMMali TOBapHilla Mocma— 

— Xouelllb MaMe HallvcaTb? — ounylica JJepeBalliKo. — A Mory 
OTMpaBuTb. 

—Xouy TyT He 3a0nygquTbca? XoTa ObI? BoT noupy 3aBTpa 
TYIATb H Wponay? Bui uTo jemaTs 6yeTe? 

— B NOuIMH10 3anB7110, — IpHrposw Mapex. — Vi k mocuesas- 
Tpa OHH Tebs 10 KaMepaM Halipyt. Bce? 

— EcuIM Henb3a TemedOu, MOXKHO XOTA ObI 4al0? 

— A TeGe TO, BOpelKuH? OHH jeHb B Hopom AmcTepjaMe U4 
BCE, JJBOPeLKOrO emy NofjaBali, — Bopya, yes Mapex. 


— Tak BOT, — BepHYJIca K pasroBopy AxKcaT J))KOHaTAaHOBHY. 


“took the responsibility and made a hard decision to... now, that 
Im not a fan of the outcome, that’s a different story. Was it at 
least fun?” 

“You bet. Will I have to move?” 

“Yes, to Arkadia. Is that a problem?” 

“Mom's job... well, dad’s as well” 

“And who’s our mom?” 

“A scout—” 

“A geoscout,” Derevyashko surfaced back for a second. 
“Uranium. Expeditions, rovers, all that stuff-” 

“Yup. Maybe I should move after school?” 

“Yeah,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich sighed. “Mom, these are serious 
matters. I get it, we need to think about it.” 

“Can he be my boss?” Grip pointed at Dmytro Ivanovich. 

“Not any more,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich sighed again. “Only one 
head over now. OK, I see, go home first, get some rest, we'll think 
this through.” 

“Can't you just print ten more of him, and that’s it? He would be 
his own—” 

“No way,” Dmytro Ivanovich snapped out of it and shook his 
head. “Never again.” 


Marek returned with a teapot, they opened the pizza boxes and 

Dmytro began to thaw back to life. 

“Don’t worry that much,” Marek suggested. “Life goes on, you 
kept your department and your position, what else would you 
want?” 

“T would’ve totally closed you down,” Stalina remarked. 


TlepeBalko Tak H pela y ceOsa B TOMOBe KaKyt0-TO CiOKHeH- 

Iyt0 3aayy. 

— CrleljMamv3alud y TeOd, KOHEYHO, 9K30THUeCKaA— a Teleps, 
TBOMMH YCHWIMAMH, elle H He OUCH aKTyaJIbHad— 

—A HH4ET0, 4TO 4 BCe HCHOpTH? IIponec IpHMebIa, yMep 4 
3aKPbII Wlanery? 

—He, ecmu Tak opmynupoBaTb, To G6efa, KOHedHO, — 
ybi6uyica AKcaT J>KOHaTaHOBHY. — YuMcb, Kak Haj: 
3aBoeBall JOBepve KyaKOB HM WHOMMaHeTAH H, IpoaBHB 
He/MOKMHHYIO WHMMaTHBY, CaMOCTOATeNbHOCTE— HET, 
aBTOHOMHOCTb— 

—Puckys >KH3HbIO! — JJOKHHYII M3 cBoero yruia YUpakiui 
KocMOBH4. 

—-B3AJl Ha ceOH OTBETCTBEHHOCTh HM MpPHHA TwHKeTOe 
pelleHve... a TO, YTO A OT pesyIbTATOB He B BOCTOPTe, 3TO 
ye [pyro Bompoc. Ho Beyb MATepecHo OBUIO? 

— Ele kak. A MHe IIpHleTca MepeexaTh? 

— JJa, Ha Apkaymno. A 4TO, c ecTb Ipobmema? 

— Y MambI pa6ora... a H Matla— 

—A TO y Hac Mama? 

— Pa3BequHkK— 

—Teopaspeqka, — Ha CeKyHAY BepHYJICd B peaJIbHOCTb 
Jlepepaliko. — YpaH. IKcCHeqMIMM Ha Be3fexoplax, BOT 3TO 
BCE. 

— Ara. MoxeT 4 K BaM IOC UIKOJIbI YYHTBCA Nepeesy? 

—jJa, — B3foxuyn AxcaT JD>KoHaTaHoBHy. — Mama — 9T0 
cepbesHO. A MOHAN, TYT Hao MOfyMars. 


Everyone has forgotten about her. 

“Why does he need us back so urgently?” Derevyashko ignored 
her. 

“He doesn’t,” Aksat Dzhonatanovich replied. “It’s so that you 
won't bite your elbows for two days straight. Breathe in, 
breathe out, compose yourself. We’re coming home.” 


Grip brought a piece of pizza to Irakli Kosmovich idling in his 

armchair. 

“No, no, take it,” he shook his head. “I don’t need it, I’ll be hopping 
soon. And you’ve got two more days ahead, doing who knows 
what.” 

“Can Task you, how do you find paper everywhere?” Grip nodded 
towards the textbook by the armchair. 

“Nothing interesting, really. I’ve got a friend living here, she 
brought it.” 

“Can you leave it to me to read?” 

“Maybe,” Irakli Kosmovich let out a cunning smile. “Would you 
return it to the author for me?” 

“Me- author?” Grip jumped at the cover. “Uh— Which one?” 

“Farah. What a narrow miss for the two of you, second time in 
arow. But I have to warn you, that was a trick question. Now, 
without access to lizards, she'll pick you apart and sift through 
the bones herself, day and night. I'd think twice if I were you.” 

“Are you kidding me? Sounds... interesting, at the very least. Of 
course, I'll bring it to her, no doubt...” 

“Up to you, lad. You have been warned...” 

Irakli Kosmovich pulled out his phone, pressed something and 


— MooxHO MOHM HavasIbHHKOM OCTaHeTCA OH? — ToKa3ai [pun 
Ha J[MuTpo MBaHosnya. 
Tenepb HET, B3foxHyn AKcaT JD>KOHaTaHOBHY. — 
Tellepb TObKO Yepes OfHoro. JlayHO, 4 MOHAN, e3Kali 
cHa¥alla JJOMOH, OTJOXHH, TYT HagO BCe OOLYMATE. 

— MoxetT lpocTo pacieyaraete Hx JecATS WITYK Jia H BCe? yer 
cam coobori— 

—Hm 3a 4To, — 3amotam romoBon JlepepamKo. — bombute 
HUKOrAa. 


Bepuyjicd Mapex c 4aHHKOM, OTKPbUIM KOpoOKH c MueH, 

Havas OOKMBATS MuTpo MpaHoBny. 

— Ja He Ipy3Hcb TBI Tak, — cKa3ayI emy Mapex. — KH3Hb 
IpO/OWKaeTca, H OTe TH COXPaHH, WH JOKHOCTS, Yero 
ene? 

—A 4 OBI Bac BCex pa30rHala, — 3aqBua CTamMHa, po 
KOTOpYyW BCce 3a0bUIH. 

—MW 3a4em MbI eMy TaK CpO¥HO? — MpowrHopupoBall ee 
JlepeBAlIKo. 

— Ja Hu3ayem, — oTBeTHI AKcaT JDKOHaTaHOBHY. — ITO BCe, 
YTOOBI TH TYT He KyCaJI NOKTH ABa JHA. [laBal, BEIOXHH, 
co6epHcb H OMON. 


Tp IpHHec KyCOK MMII cKyyalolemy B Kpecie Upaxuto 

Kocmosuyy. 

—Ellb, elllb, — 3aMOTaJI OH TonOBOH. — Mue 3a4eM, MHe 
IpbiraTb cKopo. A TeGe elle HeBECTS TO TYT JelaTE. 

—A MOKHO CIIpOcHTb, Kak BBI Bese HaxogquTe Oymary? — 


now stared at it blankly. 

“Right, and you're off the comms.” 

“Yeah.” 

“That way I can’t send neither her nor you... Yeah. Let’s... Oh. 
Let’s do it the old-fashioned way, like our ancestors used to do 
it on Earth,” he reached for the crossword that Thalia hadn’t 
completed. “When I'll get her address, I'll write it down and 
leave it here, then you get there and hand it over.” 

“Deal. Where did you get this one from?” 

“Ah, from a newspaper,” he turned it over to show the front page. 
“The embassy has a subscription for the third century straight, 
how neat is that?” 


Irakli Kosmovich then rambled at length on how proud he is of 
Grip and Thalia, and how everyone should raise their children 
from now on, which only made Grip blush. Derevyashko just said 
“we'll stay in touch’, Aksat Dzhonatanovich bid no farewell, and 
Stalina let out such an insincere “it was nice to work together’, 
that she’d better kept quiet. 


KHBHYII [pum Ha eKallMi c Kpecyiom y4eOHHK. 

—Hyyero wutTepecuoro. Y MeHaA TyT WOpyra XKMBeT, BOT H 
IipHHeciia. 

— A BBI OCTaBHTe MHe KHWKKY NOUHTATh? 

— Moxer 6nITb, — myKaBo ynbI6anca Upaxnuii Kocmopny. — A 
TbI €€ 38 MCHA OTHECELIb NOTOM aBTOpy? 

— A- aBTopy? — TYT Ke Opocusica pasrmabIBaTb KHuTy I'pun. 
— A- KoTopomy 43? 

— @ape. UyTb-4yTb BbI JB0e pasMHHYIHCh, BTOPOH pa3 ToApAy. 
Ho 4 npeyynpexyaio, BoMpoc OBIT Cc HOBOXOM. Tellepb, 6e3 
aljepuu, Dapa Ted CaMOTO C/JaCT Ha OMBITHI— HET, YeTO 9TO A, 
CyacT OHA, Kak Ke. by eT JOMpalMBaTh IMHO, eHub H HOU... 
Tak 4TO 4 ObI Ha TBOEM MECTe OLYMall elle, CTOHT JIM... 

—IIlyrute? 3py4uT... Kak MHHHMyM, MHTepecHo. OTHecy, 
KOHE4YHO, BEI YeTO... 

— Hy, Kak 3Haelllb, 1 TeOa Mpeyynpesut... 

Mpaximii Kocmopyy octal Teedou, YTO-TO Haka H Tellepb 

TLyHO CMOTpell Ha HETO. 

— A TBI Ke y Hac 6e3 cBA3H. 

— Ja. 

— Tak 4 HH eli Tora He Mory, Hu Tee... JIa. A JaBalt... Ox. Jlapait 
TOTa 10-CTapHHKe, Kak fe/{bI Halll Ha 3emsle Jean, — On 
NOTAHYJICA 3a HefOpellaHHbIM Taye KpoccBopyoM. — 4 
KOrfla y Hee y3Hal0 ayipec, 4 Ha 3TOM JIMCTe HallHlly i 3fecb 
OCTABJO, a ThI MOTOM TY/ja Cbe3{HIIb H OTHECELID. 

— Horosopumnce. A 9TO BEI Tye B3AIH? 

—A, 9TO M3 Ta3eTbl, — OH MepeBepHY JHCT C KpoccBopyOM 


TaK, YTOOBI MOKa3aTb MepeqoBUIly. — Y MOcOMbCTBa elle C 
TO3aNPOMINOTO BeKa MOMUCKa, WpaBsla 3}0POB0? 


Vpaxnuit Kocmosyy elle WOmro paccKa3biBal, Kak rOpquTca 
Tpuiiom u Taeli, H Kak OHH BCe Tellepb JODKHBI BOCHUTEIBATb 
Heteu, uTo puta ToubKO cmyujam0. JjepeBslIKo IIpocTo cKasaI: 
«ele cBmKeMca», AKcaT JDKOHaTaHOBHY He Ipowlasca. A 
CramHa DyaHTbeBHa BbIaBMa Takoe HeHCKpeHHee «paya 
Oba MopaboTaTb BMeCTe», YTO WyUMe ObI TOKE Moya. 


(Not) commended 


Grip woke up to heavy boots stomping in the hallway. He 
sprung up, hugging the massive blanket, and the stomping 
stopped. Same room, New Amsterdam before dawn outside, 
same portraits circling him inside. Creepy. 


Grip dressed up quietly, looked into Svobodin’s photo as if it was 

a mirror, put his hair down with his hands, opened the door 

silently, peeked left, peeked right, right up the barrel of a rifle... 

“Halt, who’s that?” the voice croaked a bit too late. 

An utterly confused man in black uniform stared at him from the 

dimly lit hallway. 

“T halt,” Grip echoed. 

“Who in the world are you?” The man removed the finger off the 
trigger and slowly lowered his gun. 

“I'm Grip, and who are you?” Grip regained confidence, blood 
pumping in his head. 

“The one who stayed behind? What are you doing here?” 


(He) 1pH3HaHHbl 


[puta pa3s0yAW CTYK TDKEIBIX Callor B KOpHope. OH NOACKO- 
UHI, B OOHHMKY C MaCCHBHEIM OffeWI0M, H CTYK IIpeKpaTHics. 
Ta xe KOMHaTa, Hospi AmMcTepyaM, IpespaccBeTHBIM wac 3a 
OKHOM, IlOpTpeTbI 10 cTeHaM, JKYTB. 


[pull THXO offesica. 3a HEMMeHHeM 3epKalla, 3ar AHI B POTOTpa- 

duro co CBOOOJMHEIM, IPHTayM BOMOCHI pyKow. becii1yMHo 

OTKPbII J[Bepb, BEITAHY HaleBO, 3aLAHy HallpaBo, MpAMO B 

Ay10 aBTOMaTa... 

—CTOH, KTO HeT, — 3an03jan0 obpatTwicad K HeMy XPHIVIBI 
TOJIOC. 

MyxuvHa B YepHor dopMe cmorTpel Ha I'putia 43 WouyMpaka B 

TIOTHOM 3aMellaTevIBCTBe. 

— CTov. 

— TBI KTO Tako BooOMe? — MyKYHHa yOpall Manel c KypKa 4 
TW1aBHO ONYyCKasl Opyxue. 

—‘ — Ipun, a Bl KTo? — ocmenen I'pun. Kposb cryyasa B 


“Sleeping. I'd like to stay here, yes,” Grip chuckled nervously. 
“Ideally, not forever.” 

“Yikes, I'm sorry, kiddo,” he exhaled. “You startled me.” 

“I? Startled you?” 

“T expected you to be taller.” 

“Taller?... I mean, were I taller, you’d shoot me on sight?... But I 
was not, so it was inconvenient?” 

The rifle owner wasn’t in the mood for jokes. 

“Hey, you were heading somewhere, weren’t you? How about you 
keep going.” 

Grip didn’t argue and rushed to the restroom with twice his 

former enthusiasm. 


“Good morning,” he bowed, without looking, to the old man at 
the table. 

The man raised his eyes from his notebook and squinted at Grip 

rushing past. And on Grip’s way back, he became even more 

interested in the kid. 

“What are you doing over there?” 

he asked him as soon as he crossed the doorway. 

“Washing,” Grip didn’t follow. 

“No, why are you sneaking in the guest wing at night?” 

“Sleeping?” 

“Come here, young lad.” 

No, Svobodin wasn’t an old man yet. Elderly? Isn’t it the same 

thing? Much older than portraits. Slightly older than photos. 

Definitely younger than Irakli Kosmovich. 

“Yow’re not Maksimka,” he ruled. 


BHCKax. 

— KoTopsi octasicad uTO IM? Th Yero TYT Aemaelb? 

— Crm. Xoremocb Ob OcTaTbCA, Ja, — HepBHO xuxHKas I'pun. 
— Kak-HvOyyb He HaBe4dHO. 

— Oy-Tbl HY-ThI, H3BHHH, MalaH, — BbIJOXHy on. — Hanyran 
TbI MeHS. 

— ? Harryram Bac? 

—L 4e-To JyMall, THI HOBEIMe Oy TeLb. 

—Tloppmme?.. To ectb, 6y{b 1 MOBEIMe, BbI ObI MeHA cpa3sy 
IpucTperuiH?... A TaK HECIO{py4Ho OLLIO? 

Brlagenel aBTOMaTa IYTHTS paciiooxKeH He OBL. 

—CnyMaii, TH TaM We Kyfa-To. Mqu-Ka TsI, HaBepHoe, Kya 
mel. 

[pul cHOpHTb He cTal HM 3aTOponMscd B yOopHyW nye 

IIP@KHETO. 


— ]Jo6poe ytpo, — oTBeCHII OH, He TIAA, CTapHKy B XouUIe 3a 
CTOJIHKOM. 

CTapHK OTOpBasIcd OT TeTpagqH HM HelOHMMalollle NpOBOAMI 

[puta B3 ra 10M. A yK Ha OOpaTHOM IlyTH 3aHHTepecoBalicd HM 

eile ome: 

— TBI 4ero TaM Jleaelib? — c Mopora CIpocHd OH ero. 

— YMbIBaJIcad, — He NOH I pun. 

— Het, ThI 4ero NocpesH HOH BTOCTeBOM KpbUle WacTaelb? 

— Cam? 

— Hy-ka HH ctozla. 

Her, Bce-Taku cTapHKoM CBoOofHH elle He ObIN. Moxun0n 

MyKUHHa. 3aMeTHO cTaple MopTpeTos. HemMHOruM crTaplle 


“Mmm, I’m not,” Grip agreed. “I’m Grip—” 

“Whose are you like this?” the secretary general said something 
confusing. “Voronov'’s?” 

“No, I’m Stavropolskiy—” 

“Sure. Voronov’s?” 

“How can I be Voronov’s? He has a daughter.” 

“What daughter, what daughter, when it has always been sons?” 
Svobodin lowered his head and Grip stepped back. “Don’t mess 
with me, I remember everyone. No, not Friedrich and Engels... 
Carl and Martin, right!” he straightened back. “Look at’him, 
arguing with me... The nerve of this one... Hey, Stavropolskiy, 
aren’t you that brat who closed a Fist planet?” 

“Yeah, that one—” 

“See! And you said you weren’t Voronov’s. Attaboy. How you did 
them fists...” 

“How... did I do them fists?” 

“Like this,” Svobodin flicked him on his nose, and he laughed 
out of surprise. “Just like this, an entire planet, together with 
the lizards. That’s our man. How many heroes out there, their 
names no longer fit in here.” 

Time and time again, it was unclear whom does the secretary 

general talk with. 

“Are you here because of us?” 

“No, no. Diplomatic horseplay, you know, work. Come over 
here, see for yourself, real dog work. Today we're erasing 
Sokolovskiy.” 


He opened the notebook again and raised the eraser. Grip 


dororpadun. VW yx TOUHO He cTapite Mpaxnua Kocmopnya. 

— TpI He MakcuMKa, — 3aMeTUII OH. 

— Mw, Het, — cormacuaca pun. — 4 — Ipun— 

— TbI UbHX TaKOH Gy fel? — HeIOHATHO BEIPasHICA reHepalib- 
HBIM CeKpeTapb. — BopoHoBa? — Bg~pyr Cc 3HTY3Ha3M0M 
TIpeAMOMOKM OH. 

— [la Het, CTaBpomoubcKHi s— 

— 9JTO-TO NOHATHO. BOPOHOBCKHH, 3HayHT? 

— Kakoit 4 Boponosckni? Y Bopouosa J0uKa. 

— Kakaa f0uKa, Kakas elle OuKa, BCerya 1K Y HeTO CbIHOBbA 
ObUIM? — CKNOHH ronoBy CBoboqHH u Ipun cpenan mar 
Ha3ajy. — TbI MeHA He MyTal, a BCex MoMmuHt0. Het, He 
@puypHX H Jurewsc... Kapa Hw Maptuu, TouHo! — on cHoBa 
BLIMpAMHIcA. — HTb, clopuT ewe... Crbiib, CraBponous- 
CKHH, a ThI He TOT IM ThI Harel, KOTOPbIM KyaKaM WianeTy 
3aKPbIUI? 

—Tor- 

— Hy! ATosopuuls He BopouoBcKHH. ATS, MOOTOR! Kak ThI 3THX 
KYJIAKOB... 

— A... KaK € STHX Ky/1aKOB? 

—A BOT Tak, — OH WeuIKHyJ [puma 10 HOCY, H TOT OT HeOKH- 
JaHHOCTH paccMesJIcd. — 3axoTeu — ja H 3aKPbUI, emy10 
TulaHeTy, IPAM BMecTe C sAllepHijamu. Ham ueopex. A 
CKOJIBKO €CTb ellje repoeB, H He yMOMHUTb BCeX HMeH, — 
BpeMeHaMH ObUIO HENOHATHO, C KeM reHepasbHbl CeKpetTapb 
pasroBapHpBaet. 

— A BbI 3//@Cb H3-3a Hac? 


scanned the table: no, there was no pencil in sight. The corner 
of the notebook was marked “II. 156”, the sheets were covered in 
faint text in Russian cursive so chaotic, Grip couldn’t make out a 
thing. He bent forward, leaning on the table. 

“And what are we looking at?” 

“The Book of Fate, duh!” 

He smudged the eraser against the word that did indeed look 
like “Sokolovskiy”, or at least, started with an “S” and featured 
a “y’. The word became two smudges fainter, remaining about 
as visible as before, but Ilya Ilyich was clearly satisfied with the 
result, already searching for the next occurrence. 

“There once was a Sokolovskiy, now there is no Sokolovskiy.” 
“Harsh,” Grip noted. 

“But just,” Svobodin echoed. “All right, why am I boring—” 


And that’s when the table failed Grip, as it started rumbling 
towards the secretary general. Instinctively, Grip managed to 
do the only right thing: fall a little to the same direction, catch 
the moment, when the table stops sliding, carefully push himself 
away and stand straight before the assassin speeding at him 
downs him on the spot. A bald teen, his skin as grey as the walls 
before dawn, stopped right before Grip, exhaled into his hair 
and pulled the table back in place. 

“Stasik, why are you so jumpy today?” Ilya Ilyich scolded his 
guard. The guard paid zero attention to the scolding. “We were 
just chatting.” 

“Live another day,” Stasik addressed Grip from a hair away. 
“Svobodin said you're free to go.” 


—Her, ner. JJummomaruyeckas cyeTa, pa6ota. Uqu cwsa, 
IOCMOTDPH, Kakad Mecha pabota. Ceityac crHpaem CoKomoB- 
CKOTO. 

OH CHOBa paCKpbIJI TeTpagKy H 3aHec Hafl Het MacTuK. Tpun 

cleppa MoWapw B3IAqyOM NO CTO: KapaHjallla BHHO 

He ObI0. B yrmy TeTpagkKH BugHemocb «II. 156», a BHYTpH 

— OjleqHEIM TeKCT TaKOH MpoOmvchi, YTO HHYerO ObINO He 

paso6pats. [pul HakOHVICHd OWKe H ONepcs Ha CTONMK. 

— A Ha 4TO MBI, COOCTBeHHO, CMOTPHM? 

— 3rTo xe Kuura Cyze6, THI uTO! 

CTapHK MOBO3HII JIaCTHKOM M10 COBY, KOTOPoe AeHCTBUTeNIbHO 

TOXOJMW10 Ha «COKOOBCKHHM», 10 KpaliHelt Mepe, «C» H «H» TaM 

TOUHO ObUIM. CHOBO OCTAaIOCb IPHMepHO CTOMb Ke YHTAeMEIM, 

HO M10 Mabvya pesysIbTaT ABHO YCTpavBall, H OH yKe HCKal 

cileqytollee YHOMHHaHHe. 

— bp CoKon0BCKHH, HeT COKOMOBCKOTO. 

— Cyposo, — ckasam I'pum. 

—Ho cipapeqyiupo, — 3xom oTosBanca CBoboqHH. — JlaqHo, 
yero 4 0 CBOeM— 


Vi tyt I'puma moppen crouMK, KOTOpbIH, TpoMsIxad, Moexam Toy, 
ero BeCOM Ha TreHepasbHOrO ceKpeTapa. MHCTHHKTHBHO T'pum 
YMYAPWICH CeaTb €NHHCTBeHHO IpaBHIbHEIM BEIOOp B eo 
CHTYallHH: YaCcTh elle HEMHOTO B TY CTOPOHY, MOHMaTb MOMEHT, 
KOrja CTOMMK CHOBa NONYAHT clelwieHve c 3eMsel, MIaBHO 
OTTOJIKHYTBCA OT HeFO H BEIMPAMHTHCHA 10 TOTO, KaK Hecy Wicd 
Ha Hero cOoKy yOuLIa MOpeMMT er IpAMO 3/fecb, He OTXOMA OT 
Kaccbl. JIBICBIM, C CepoH, KaK CT@HbI KOMHATHI Hepes paccBeToM, 


“Have a nice day,” Grip retreated to the stairs. 


He ran upstairs and hid behind his old friend with an assault rifle. 

“What's up down there?” 

“I need Marek,” Grip panted. 

“Pertsev? Marek Istmatovich? Easy as pie. Don’t you know, he 
hears everyone!” 

“So what?” 

“I don’t know. Summon him three times,” he half-joked. “What if 
it works.” 

“Marek Istmatovich. Marek Istmatovich. Marek Istmatovich,” 
Grip repeated and opened his eyes. 

No dice. Grip walked further down the hallway, returned. 

“Maybe he’s still asleep?” the man shrugged. “Wait some more.” 

“Oh, I forgot about the book,” Grip sighed and headed back to his 
room. “I'll sit here, OK?” 

“Why not.” 


Marek didn’t come. Grip didn’t want to venture downstairs 
again. About half an hour later he heard the heavy steps 
wandering off. He waited a bit more and peeked outside. No one 
around. 

“Marek Istmatovich. Marek Istmatovich. Marek Istmatovich,” 

Grip repeated. “Ollie ollie oxen free.” 

Before he turned into the hall, Grip hid behind the corner once 
again. Slowly peeked and observed the walls. No one in sight. 
He went to the centre of the room, to the windows, checked 
behind the curtain, looked behind once again, peeked outside. 


KOKeH MOAPOCTOK, OCTAHOBHJICA BIVIOTHY10 K puny, BbIOXHYI 

eMY B MaKYIIKy H C TpOXOTOM NOTAHYI CTOMMK OOpaTHo. 

— CTAaCHK, THI YelO TAKOH HepBHEIM, — pacteKasl reHepasIbHEIHt 
ceKpeTapb OXpaHHHKa, He OOpalljaBllero Ha 9TO HAKaKOrO 
BHAMaHHA. — MbI Ipocto pasroBapuBaliM. 

— Kup oka, — o6patunca Cracuk K [puny mpakTHyeckH B 
yop. — CBo60q1HH cKa3az «cBoGoeH». 

— Xopolero Bam JHA, — peTHpoBalica K NecTHHe pun. 


On B30eKa 10 CTYMeHbKaM HM CIIpATasIcA 3a CBOerO CTaporo 

3HaKOMOTIO C aBTOMATOM. 

— To TaM y Bac Takoe? 

— Mue nyxen Mapex, — Taxello Abia put. 

—TIeprjes? Mapex Uctmatosuy? Tak 3To mpolje Hekysa. THI 
pa3Be He 3Haellb? OH 2Ke BCeX CJIBIMINT. 

—Wuro? 

—He 3uav0, lonpobyit Wo3BaTb ero TPH pasa, — BIOMYMYTKy 
IpeAOKWI OH. — BApyr NOABUTCA. 

—Mapek Uctmatosuy. Mapex Uctmatosuy. Mapex Uctmato- 
BMY, — IporoBopul pun u OTKPLUI T1a3a. 

He nomormo. [pum mpomenca sray6b rocreporo Kpbia, 

BepHYJICA. 

— MoxeT cum elle, — JOOpoxyIHO NoKall WeYaMH MYKUK B 
dopme. — TEI NosOKAU. 

— 9X, KHWKRY He JocTan, — npodopmoran pun u HalpaBuica 
B CBOIO KOMHAaTy. — A OKa TYT NOCWRY, ayHo? 

— CuyIM, ye. 


The crowd has evaporated, the street was open to cars again, the 

Institute of hybrid law enforcement stood across the street. Grip 

kept looking and found two weirdos to the right of the gates that 

he definitely didn’t want to run into. 

“Marek Istmatovich. Marek Istmatovich-” 

Approaching steps. Lora-Laura hastily entered the room with a 

phone in her hand. 

“Marek is busy, and he has an offer for you.” 

“Eh?” 

“You take this phone, and you don’t come back until tomorrow.” 

“A phone, a book and two comic books,” Grip immediately started 
bargaining. 

“What book?” 

“Trakli Kosmovich should’ve left one for me,” Grip turned and saw 
it. 

“That one? No, I’m not telling him this,” Lora change the subject 
abruptly. 

“What?” 

“None of your business. A phone, a book and you don’t set your 
foot in this house today. Now.” 


Grip grabbed the phone, dashed for the book and ran, happy, 
straight for the front door. He avoided the two on the right by 
turning left right away and sprinting as fast as he could, then 
taking another left, until he found some microscopic park. He 
then jumped over the shrubs, sat at a bench and exhaled: 

“Free the kids!” 


Mapex Bce He Meu. C4MOMY HATH BHH3 ToKe He XOTeNCb. ['e-To 

yepes momyaca [pHi ycuIblilayl, KaK yjaMAIOTCA TDKENbIe Wary. 

OH BEDKAaJl elle HEMHOTO H BEITIAHYJ B KOpHop. HuKoro. 

—Mapek Uctmatosuy. Mapex Ucrmatosuy. Mapex Uctmato- 
Buy, — NoBTopua l'pun. — A wy ucKaTb. 

Tlepeg TeM, KaK CHOBa 3aHiTH B XOJUI, pHi OMATS CIpATasca 3a 

NOBOPOTOM. 3aTeM MeJVICHHO BBICYHYJICA HM WoTO paccMaTpu- 

Ball Cepble CTeHbI. HHKOrO. OH BbIMe Ha CepesqHHy, NoZoMen 

K OKHY, IPHOTKPbII WTOpy, OFMAHYJICA elle pa3, BbITIAHYI 

Hapyxy. Toula Hclapwlacb, 10 ye CHOBa e3/,MJIM MallIHHBI, 

HalpOTHB BCe TaK Ke cros MucTuTyT rMOpHyHOrO MpaBolpu- 

MeHeHHA. [pH MpHIMAeICd, HM 3AMeTHI, YTO CIIpaBa OT BOPOT 

OTHPaJIHCh [BO HEMPHATHOH HapyKHOCTH, C KOTOPBIMH emy He 

XOTENOC Obl 3aTeBAT HAKAKUX pasrOBOPos. 

— Mapex Hcrtmatosuy. Mapex Ucrmatosuy— 

IMaru. B KoMHaTy ObICTPBIM Marom 3ania Jlopa-Jlaypa c Temedo- 

HOM B BEITAHYTOM pyKe: 

— Mapex 3aHaT, H y Hero K TeGe JJeOBOe NpesOKeHHe. 

—3? 

—Tpl Gepellls ITOT TemedoH H AO 3aBTpa 37[eCb He OTCBEUMBa- 
eb. 

—Tenedou, KHWKKY H [Ba KOMMKCa, — TyT 2Ke Haya TOpr 
pum. 

— KaKyl0 KHWEKYy? 

—Mue jomxen Op ocrapuTh Vpaxnui Kocmosny, — 
obepHysica H yBuyen ee ['pun. 

—Bou ty uro mm? Her, 2Toro 4 emy ToBOpuTb He Oyzy, — 


The book had a crossword, the crossword featured an address at 
the top: 

‘Farnborough 114/216 Institute of applied linguistics, Farah 

Strong”. 

Grip checked out the phone and got stuck in the interface for 
almost half an hour. It was kind of intuitive, yet everything was 
wrong. Took him just a second to learn he has a staggering total 
of five point zero zero zero grams to his name. And an eternity 
to reach the deepest corner of the settings to learn that his name 
today was Anton Novoseltsev. Marking the embassy and Farah’s 
address on the map: just a couple of minutes. Learning he’s 
in Highborough, and how huge is that Highborough thing, and 
that Farnborough, fortunately, neighboured that Highborough 
— ten more minutes. Thalia must also be in this Highborough 
thing. 


The dawn broke in the meantime. A mom with a pram went past, 
a toddler followed her. Some runner passed in the background. 
But cars, cars were already queueing up to spend their day in 
traffic. Grip liked running away from his problems, so he decided 
against taking the subway; after all, reaching that Farnborough 
on foot seemed plausible. But first he needs food. Why can’t you 
just hop every day? It wasn’t nice the first time, on Arkadia, but 
otherwise Grip loved hopping. 


Food was very clustered here. Ten more minutes later, after 
filtering the ggggg and gege places off the map, Grip arrived at 
a conclusion that canteens just don’t exist on New Amsterdam 


BHe3allHO CMeHHIa Temy Jlopa. 

— UTO HMeHHO? 

— He nomoxeno Te6e elle 3HaTb. KHWxKKa, Tee@oH H YTOOEI 70 
HOUH HOFH TBOeH 37{eCb He ObLIO. BBICTPO. 


[pHi BEIXBaTHJI Tee@OH, MeTHYJICA 3a KHWKKOM H N00eKal, 
HOBOMBHBIM, IPAMOM HaBOAKOM K MapayHoMy Bxosy. OT ABOHX 
ciipaBa OT BOPOT OH IpocTo yOexKal, BTOMHB, YTO ObLIO CHI, 
BEBO Hi elle pas BEBO, NOKa eMy He MOPBepHYJICA KaKOH-TO 
MHKPOCKONMYeCKHH WapK. TaM OH IWepelpbIrHyJI 3a KYCTHI, Cell 
Ha JIaBOURY, H BBIJOXHYI: «Ceobody demam!» 


B yueOHuKe Halllencad KpoccBopy, Ha KpoccBopye — aypec: 
«@apxOopoy 114/216, Hucmumym npuxnaduoti nunesucmuKu, 
@apa Cmpone.» [pul yTKHyIcd B Tewe@ou, a TaK H 3aNHII B 
He3HaKOMOM HHTepdelice MOUTH Ha Momyaca. Bpoye Bce OBO 
NOHATHO, HO BCe He Kak y Wopel. Uro y Hero Ha cueTy WembIx 
IMATb TpaMM POBHO, OH Y3HaII B WepByl0 Ke ceKyHAy. UToosI 
OTMeTHTb Ha KapTe MOCONBCTBO H aypec Mapsl yuWIO Napa 
MUHYT. UTOObI NOHATH, YTO OH B XaiGopoy, KaKOrO OrpoMHOrO 
pa3Mepa 9TOT Ball XaHOopoy, H uTO MapHOopoy, Kak yqayHO 
BBIMIO, C HAM IpaHHuHT — MHHYT JecaTs. TamHa, JOKHO 
OBITE, TOKE rfe-TO B XaHGopoy. A BOT UTOOEI y3HaTb, YTO CerOTHA 
oH — AHTOH Hopocenblfes, IPHIWIOCh MepepbiTb BooOMe BCe 
HaCTPOHKU. 


Tem BpeMeHeM yxKe paccBe0. MHMo IIpollia MaMa C KONACKON, 
3a Hell IpoTonan pedeHoR. Baar npobeKal OAMHOKHH GeryH. 
3aTO MalIMHBI, 103afM Ke BOBCIO CTOMIM MalIMHbl. puny 


altogether. The closest thing to a canteen he could find was quite 
off route, so he was doubly disappointed when he arrived at the 
place, and the pavement just ceased to exist. With no visible 
entrance and no plausible way to reach it anyway, he set off for 
the next one, slightly worried about its picture featuring just 
two chairs and a table occupying half the pavement. But that 
one had pavement! 


Indeed, there it was. Two chairs, a table, a menu, and a tiny 

window in the wall too high for him to peek inside. Grip found 

the familiar words from yesterday on the menu. 

“Hello?” he knocked, and the window opened. “Id like a burger 
and a bottle of Frizzings, please.” 

“You're not from ’round here, are you?” a voice rumbled above 
his head. 

“No, I’m not.” 

“A Fed?” 

“Yeah.” 

‘Just so you know, that thing’s sweet.” 

‘I know, thank you. Where do I pay here?” 

“You can hand the phone to me, and ’ll handle it for you.” 

‘Td rather not,” Grip held his phone tighter. 

“Smart boy. Tap the menu, read carefully and confirm twice.” 


A staggering two hundred milligrams poorer, Grip sat at the 
flimsy table and bit into his burger. Probably not one of those 
his boss was so impressed with. An old lady passed by, and Grip 
made out her blabbering: 


TOHPaBMOch yOeraTb OT BCeX TpobMeM, WOITOMy B MeTpO 
CIIYCKaTECA OH He XOTEM; B KOHIe KOHUOB, 10 TOTO DapHoOopoy 
MOKHO ObIIO MOMpPOOOBaT CXOJUTS H MewiKOM. Ho cnepBa Hayo 
OENIO MoecTb. Tlouemy Hesb34 IPOCTO IpbilaTb KaK ABI TeHb? 
TIpppKoK Ha ApKajMio OBI Tak ce6e, a B OCTAIbHOM IIpbIraTb 
Tpuity oven NOHPaBHIIOCe. 


Ea Ha KapTe pacllolaraslacb HeBepOATHO Ky4HO. Ele MHHYT 
eCATb CIYCTA, OTPHALTPOBAB 3aBeeHHA, OTMeYeHHEIe gegge 
wu gees, [pull IpHilel K BLIBOLY, YTO CTONOBLIe Ha HOBOM 
AmcTepyaMe OTCYTCTBYIOT KaK kylacc. Camoe WoxoKee Ha 
CTOMOBYI0 ObIO JOBOMbHO-TaKH B CTOPOHe, NOITOMY OH OBIT 
BUBOMHE OFopyeH, Kora OH YKe NOYTH Jollet, a TpoTyap 
Ipocto KoHuwca. Hu Bxoja, HA cmocoba WO Hero WOOpaTEca 
OH He pasliqgell, TaK YTO HallpaBHJIca K CJleyyIolemMy MeCcTY, 
cilerKa NepeKMBat, YTO B TesedOHE OHO BBITMAeO Kak DBa 
CTYJIa H CTON, 3aHMMalOWMe MO-TpoTyapa. 3aTo TaM TOUHO OUI 


Tpotyap! 


Tak OHO HM OBUIO. J[Ba cTYIIa, CTONMK, MeHIO HM MasleHbKoe, 

CIMINKOM BBICOKOe JA HeTO OKOWKO. [pH Hallet B MeHtO 

3HaKOMBIE CO BYepa CIIOBa. 

— 3dpaecmeyiime? — nocry4anca pun, 1 OKOMIKO OTKPBIIOC. 
— A Obl xomen bypeep u bymbuiKy Opus3unec, nowanylicma. 

—A mbl He MecmuHbili, He mak NU? — IporpeMelio y Hero Hay 
TOJIOBOU. 

— JTa. 

— ed? 


“handsome in his uniform, such a self-sufficient fellow, dining 
here alone, all by himself—” 

For a second, he considered chasing her to share his achieve- 

ments for the past week— or a month, rather? —but the politeness 

and the language barrier prevailed. 

“Self-sufficient, alright. Ibought food, and Late it, allby myself. So 
handsome. Out-right-standing,” he kept mumbling in between 
the bites. 


The border between Highborough and Farnborough couldn't be 
more clear, and not because of the interchange: Farnborough 
was the high-rise one. And, high above its grandeur, was the 
rain cloud heading from the bay, which, initially, didn’t concern 
Grip. But as soon as the first, warning drops of water reminded 
him how does the rain work, Grip suddenly realized how utterly 
water-permeable he was in his Rosario school uniform and with 
a paper book to boot. He hid in an unmarked transparent booth 
along the way. Now the occasional passers-by unconcerned with 
the upcoming rain gawked at him, their faces so puzzled, that 
Grip began to doubt his plan. He waited for the street light to 
turn green and dashed for the trees two blocks away. OK, rather, 
a single majestic tree, one that counts as an entire park. A tall 
young woman on the bench under the tree put her phone aside 
and cheered and rooted for Grip’s almost dry arrival. 


“Woo-hoo, you made it!” she announced out loud. 
“I made what?” Grip rammed into the other side of the bench. 
“Made it here, all dry!” 


— Aaa. 

— OcmopoxtHo, ama wimyKa cnadKan. 

— 4 3na1o, cnacu6o. Ide y gac mym naamam? 

— Moxceulb omdamb meneGou MHe UA 3a MeOA Bce CdeNaW. 

— 4 Obl nye He cman, —I' pun BIenHICA B TeepoHu NOKperye. 

— Yunolti manouii. Tpunoocu K Mexio, npowumatt muamenbHo U 
dea pasa nodmeepou. 


ObeqHeB OK Ha IeubIX JBecTH MYUIMTpamM, [pun mpuce 3a 

XIMIKHH CTOMK VM BIpbi3cd B Oyprep. OWKHO ObITh, BOOOIIE 

He YeTa TeM, KOTOPble BOCHeBaI eTO HavasIbHAK. Mumo npouia 

TOKHIaA Jama, GopMoya cebe TOs HOC: 

——KpacaeuUuK, 0a ele npu Gopme, Becb MaKoll camodocmamou- 
Hblll, CuduM makoli, ecm 6 OOUHOUecMee— 

Ha cekyHyy 3aXOTeOCh JOTHaTb ee MH KpaTKO NepeckKa3aTb 

CIIMCOK CBOHX JOCTWKEHHH 3a Hel eNIbKY— HIM yoKe MeCAL? —HO 

BeKIMBOCTS H AZBIKOBOH Oapbep OCTAHOBHIIH eF0. 

— Camodocmamouneili, mouxo. Cam Kynun edy, cam ecm, cam 
cudum. IIpocmo Kpacaeuux. Onynems He ecmame, — bopMo- 
TaJl OH OT YKYCa K YKYCy. 


[panuny Mexgy XatOopoy u DapHoopoy ObiI0 He IponycTHTs, 
MH Jake He H3-3a pa3sBa3ku: DapHoOopoy OBL CIVIOMHAKOM 
3aCTpOeH BEICOTKaMH. A Hajl BCeM 9THM BeJIMKOIeliHeM BeTep 
THall C 3aJIMBa KMPH! Ty4y. JO Mops AO BpemeHu ona T'punia 
He OeCIOKOWa, HO CTOHJIO MeIKHM, Mpesynpexqaioujum 
KalWIMM HalOMHUTb eMy, KaK padotTaeT OK Ib, [pun Bypyr 
pesKO OCO3HaJI, KAKHM >Ke IIPOMOKaeMBIM OH OBIJI B CBOeH 


“Ah, haha, yeah. Hello!” 

‘Tm Lisa!” 

‘I’m Grip!” 

“What are you doing under my tree, Grip?” she butchered his 
name beyond recognition. 

‘Is it your tree?” Grip turned to check it out. “It’s wonderful” 

“No,” she laughed, “but I come here so often, I grew to pretend 
that I’m the spirit of this tree.” 

“That’s cool!” Grip liked the idea. Lisa was cut out for the tree 
spirit job. “Nice tree, spirit! Nice spirit, tree!” 

“Thank you,” she laughed for a little more. “But you just make it 
sound like I need a real hobby.” 

“Let’s find you a hobby. What do you like to do? Except coming 
here to be a spirit?” 

“T don’t know...” 

“T think walking is a hobby. Already.” 

“Yeah, everybody’s driving these days... I’ve heard that, back 
on Earth, we used to be hunters, and we outwalked our prey 
to death, mile after mile. Sounds so metal. But I don’t think 
walking is a hobby, is it?” 

“Why not? If you walk hard, it becomes a sport, right? So, why 
not a hobby?” 

“Dunno... But look, if I don’t think it’s a hobby, then it means it’s 
not gonna—I mean, at least for me...” 

“OK, what would you like to do right now?” 

‘Right after my night shift? Lie down and cease to think.” 

“Tf that means you’re tired, then you need to do something with 


INKObHON ope c PosapHo, fla elle H C OyMaKHOM KHWKKOH B 
pykax. OH Halley KaKy10-TO HHKaK He IOMeYeHHy!0 NpospayHyt0 
6yAOUKY H BCTaN Wop He. Ho peyKHe IPOXOKHe, JOKTA HATS 
He OOABIIMECH, IAJIMJIMCh Ha HerO C TaKHM HelOHHMaHHeM, 
uro pul 3acomHeBasicd B CBOeM BbIOOpe. OH FOKMAIICcA Ha 
cBeTodope 3eeHOro H 3acBepKall IATKAMH B CTOPOHY JjepeBbeB 
MeTpax B J[BYXCTAax BIlepegu. JIaqHO, BCeTO OMHOTO, 3ATO KAKOTO 
Hepega. Takoe C4YHTaeTCA 3a WeybIH MapK. BeicoKkad AeByliKa 
Ha CKaMeiike 10 HAM OTIOXKUMa TeedoH, paylyAcb H Ooned 3a 
MOUTH cyxoe npHosrrue ['puna. 


— Byy-xyy! IIpockouun! — o6bABuIIa OHA Ha BECb OKpect. 

— Ymo a cdenan? —Tpun Bpesasica B pyro KOHel CKaMeHKU. 

— Jfo6panca cyxum! 

—A, xa-xa, dea. 30pascmeytime! 

—A — JTusa! 

—A—Ipun! 

— Ymo mb denaews nod moum depesom, pun? — ucka3nia 
OHa eF0 HMA JJ0 Hey3HaBaeMOcTH. 

—Jmo eae depeso? — on ObepHysICd MoMI0O0BaTECA Ha Hero. 
— OHO npeKpacno. 

— Hem, — mpbicuyna ona. — Imo He moe depeso. Ho a max 
yacmo cloda npUuxOHcy, UMO Havana npuKUudvieameca, 6byOmo 
AA— €20 OYX. 

— Kak kpymo! — [putty ued nonpapusiacs. JOKHOCTS Ayxa 
Hepesa JIu3e o4eHb Wa. — MusenbKoe depeso, Oyx! Munenb- 
Kull 0yx, depeso! 

—Cnacu60, — oTcMesacb 0Ha. — Ho, no-moemy, ece 2mo 


your brain.” 
“Like what?” she snorted. “Like education?” 
“Could be just singing something. While walking here. Or back.” 
“That sounds so weird.” 
“Or learning poems.” 
“That sounds even weirder,” she giggled. 
“Only if you do it aloud! If you do it in your head, it’s not.” 
“Well...” 


The rain poured down, so they had to raise their voices. 

“And what are you doing here? Where are your parents?” 

“On another planet! I’m travelling without them.” 

“Oh, really?” she was surprised and worried. “So youre a 
traveller? Have you seen the Gates already?” 

“Not yet. What is it?” 

“Are you sure youre a tourist?” 

‘Tm not a tourist, I’m an explorer,” Grip hugged the book tighter. 

“An explorer, huh? That sounds so old-school. So, how do you 
find Amster?” 

“Wet.” 

Lisa laughed out loud. 


“That’s one... astute observation. Where else have you been?” 

‘Tve been to four planets—” Grip counted. 

“Wow!” 

Grip swallowed the “this month’ he had at the tip of his tongue. 

“I should’ve travelled when I was little!” Lisa exclaimed. “... OK, 
that is mighty impressive of you, young explorer. And these are 


3ey4um mak, OyOMo MHe HyICHO Hacmosusee XOOOU. 

— JJaeaiime natidem eam xo66u. Ymo eam upaeumca denamb? 
Kpome Kak npuxodumb croda u 6bimb Oyxom? 

—A He 3Halo... 

— 4 dymaw, umo xodumb — amo xo66u. Yue. 

— Ja, menepb ece monbKo eodam... A cabana, YMO Ha 3emne 
Mbl Obl OXOMHUKAMU, U XOOUNU 3a Haweli Oobvl4eli, do 
cmepmu. Takas 3ecme. Ho A He Oymar, uMo XoOUMb — 3M0 
X066Uu. 

—TIouemy nem? Ecnu ouetb cmapambca, mo 3mo cmanem 
cnopmom, mak? ITouemy moeda He xo66u? 

— be3 nonamua... Ho cmompu, ecnu a He cuumato 9mo xo66u, 
3HAUUM, OHO He Mooem OvlMb— 6 CMbICTe, No Kpaiineti mepe, 
OA MEHL... 

— JIaouo, a umo 6b1 BbI XomeNU denamb npsmo cettuac? 

— Cpa3y nocne HOY CMeHbi? Jleub U nepecmame Oymame. 

—Ecau 3mo o3xayaem, umo él ycmanu, mo Kado umMo-mo 
nodenamb Mo320M. 

— Tuna ye2o? — pbipkuya oHa. — Tuna, o6pazoeanue? 

— MoxcHo npocmo Hanesamb umo-Hubyde. ToKa udeme coda. 
Hau o6pamno. 

— 3eyuUum O4eHb CMPAHHO. 

— Anu yuums cmuxu. 

— 3eyuum ele cmpanuee. 

—3mo monbKo ecru ecryx! A eciu 6 2on06e, MO Hem. 

— Hy... 


TIonH1 JOKIb, M UM IIPHIMVJIOCb NOBbICHTb Fosoc. 


your travel notes?” 

Grip opened the book in the middle towards her. 

“Yikes! You can actually read that?” 

“Yes, I can!” 

“And write it?” 

“You bet,” Grip shone like a diamond. 

“Take this thing away from me,” she shook her head. 

“You wanted a hobby, right? You can try lizard! It’s simple, 
actually. There’s not a lot of words, and they connect with—” 

“No-no-no, don’t even think about it. Have some mercy. Back 
when they tried to cram Russian into my skull, it just broke 
something and fell out, but this, this is something else entirely. 
I mean, look at this thing, how does one even read that?” 

“That’s the thing!” Grip put the book aside and raised his finger. 
“Yesterday— I learned that everybody reads them differently! 
Turns out— I mean- there are at least three wrong ways to do 
it, and only one of my friends does it right! Now I also want to 
learn the right way.” 

The pieces finally started to fall into place for Lisa. 

“Wait a minute,” she looked at him, as if she saw Grip anew. 
“You’re an explorer.” 

“Correct,” Grip nodded with a sinking feeling. 

“And you're studying their language. To go there—” 

Seeing all these emotions parade across Grip’s face, Lisa realized 

she must’ve said something terribly wrong: 

“Oh no! I’m so sorry! I forgot they closed their— I- I’m sorry, I 
didn’t mean to- I’m sure you'll find a way to visit it!” 


—A 4mo mbI 3decb Oenaewlb? [de meou podumenu? 

— Ha opyeoii nnaveme! A nymewecmeyio 6e3 HUX. 

— Ymo, npasda? — ova yAMBMNIAaCb M HacTopoKuach. — To 
ecmb, Mbl — NymelwecméeHHuUK. Tol ye euden Bopoma? 

— Fue xem. A umo 3mo? 

—A mbl MounO mypucm? 

— He mypucm, A — uccnedogamenb, — I pun noKperye 0OHAT 
KHWERY. 

— Hccnedosamenb, da? 3eyuum max cmapomodno. H Kak me6e 
Amcmep? 

— Moxpo. 

JIv3a pacxoxoTaslacs. 


— Kaxoe... KaK mouKo nodmeueno. [de ewe moi nobvieas? 

— 4 Obi Ha YembIpex nnakemax—— Tloycautan pun. 

— Huyeeo ce6e! 

pull IpOrmoTHI BepTeBlleecd Ha KOHUHKE A3bIKa «— 3a 9MOM 

MecAu». 

— Hado 6bu10 u MHe nymewecmsosBamMe, NOKA A Oba ManeHb- 
Kou! — BocKkpHkuyza JIu3sa. — ... a, 3mo eneyamasem, 
Monodoil uccnedosamenb. A 2M0 — méou Nymeerie 
3amMemku? 

[pH OTKPbUI KHUTY Ha CepeHHe HM pasBepHy K Heit. 

— Olt! Tol umo, npasda Mosceulb 3MO Uumamb! 

—]a, Mozy! 

—H nucamb? 

— Ewe kak! — cusan Iputl, Kak HauMMeHHBIM carior. 

— Y6epu 3mo om MexsA, — 3aMOTala OHA TOMOBON. 


— Bol sce xomenu xo66u? Momceme nonpobosamb slwepuHoili. OH 
npocmoti, Ha camom dene. Tam He OUeHb MHO2O CNB, U Coedu- 
HAIOMCA OHU-— 

— He-ve-ne, dane ne dymati. Towadvi. Koeda @ moi 4epen 
NbIMANUCL BNUXHYMb PyCccKull, Mam UMO-mMO CAOMANOCE U 
BCe BbINANO, A IMO, IMO uMO-mo BoobwWe Apyeoe. Tel 3mo 
euden Boobwe, KaK npUKAayHCelub MaKoe YuMamb! 

—B 3mom u coro! — TpHt OTIO KH KHVTY HW WODHAN BBepx 
Taney. — Buepa— ff y3van, umo Kaxcovili uumaem Ux 
no-ceoemy! Kak eblacHaemca— 6 OOWWEM, ECMb KAK MUHUMYM 
MpU HenpasuAbHbLX CNOCObA, UMONbKO OOUH U3 MOUX Opyseil 
denaem amo npasunbHo! Tenepb A moe Xouy Hayuumeca 
NPABUIbHO. 

Browose y JIM3bI HavaH CKabIBaTbCsA [Ba H Ba. 

—Tlozodu muxymxy, — B3riaHyNa ona Ha puna Tak, 6ypTO 
3aHOBO yBHyela. — Tol — uccnedogamen. 

— Tak, — nogptTsepyun [pun yraBiiMM rojiocom. 

— HY mol yuulus ux 23b1K. Ymobel omnpasumeca K HUM— 

VBueB WesIbIM Mapay, IMOUMH, IpOMapllMpoBaBLIHA 0 MHIy 

T'puma, JIu3a coo6pa3uila, YTO JAIHYNa UTO-TO He TO: 

—O nem! Mue mak sano! 1 3a6bia, UMO OHU 3AKpbLAU UX— A- 
Mue sab, A He Xomena— A yeepeHa, Mbl Halideulb, KaK mam 
novieame! 


